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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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The year was 1919. Jackie Robinson, the youngest of five children, was born in Georgia, and raised in 
poverty by his single mother. Segregation defined the landscape, and black people weren’t permitted to 
intermingle with white people. A barrier existed between the two groups and prejudices were openly 
displayed and accepted. As Robinson grew up, he quickly displayed superior athletic skills in the areas of 
football, basketball, track and baseball. In 1938, he won the regional MVP baseball award; but because 
he was black, certain restrictions existed. He could play baseball but only on black teams. This would all 
be changed by Branch Rickey, a white man with a love for baseball. He quickly rose in status when he 
became the president and general manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1943. Branch Rickey started an 
all-black baseball league while waiting to introduce a black baseball player to a white team, which would 
end seg-regation on the field. As you can imagine, his belief was not popular nor readily received. It was 
confusing and frustrating to those around him; yet he didn’t back down. In 1945, Jackie Robinson was 
signed on to play with the Brooklyn Dodgers as the first black major league baseball player. It was historic 
and paved the way for desegregation within major league baseball. The walls were coming down. 

You’ve heard it said that “hindsight is 20/20.” In many areas of life, we stand at a vantage point on the 
other side of circumstances. Yet, we know getting to that vantage point is often paved with confusion, 
frustration, questions and uncertainty. But, as the events unfold, questions get answered, and as faith 
spurs one on in obedience to what can’t be seen, amazing things can happen. In the case of baseball and 
all sports thereafter, teams with both white and black ath-letes forever changed the landscape of baseball 
for the good; and forever changed the relationships that black and white people share. 

We read today’s chapters with 20/20 vision. We are enjoying the blessedness of the church as God 
intended. We know the end of the story even as we read about the beginning. But for the people in these 
verses, the church foundation is just being laid. They are part of the grassroots, and every movement of 
the Spirit in their lives and the lives around them is new, daunting and mysterious. What is about to 
happen in today’s verses is confusing, and goes against everything that they knew to be true at that time. 
But something huge was about to happen, not only in the spiritual realm but the physical also; relation-
ships that were forbidden would be created and used for the edification of the body of Christ. 

Today, another Pentecost is about to take place in Caesarea, but it will not be among the Jews. Walls will 
come down as God continues building His church and uniting hearts in the name of Jesus. 

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 10 & 11

Acts 10 & 11: A Gentile Pentecost
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 10:1-48

1. Read Acts 10:1-8 and 10:22. Here we meet Cornelius. How is Cornelius described? Don’t  
 miss that he is in the Italian Regiment which makes him a Gentile. 

 a. What does the Lord tell Cornelius to do in verses 3-8, and why did Cornelius give an  
  explanation to the two soldiers before sending them to a Jewish home? 

2. Read Acts 10:9-16. While Peter is on the housetop praying, he sees a vision from God and   
 receives instruction. Describe that vision and instruction. 

 a. Peter knows his Jewish law. Read Deuteronomy 14:3-7. Why would Peter have such a
  problem with the vision God has given as well as God’s instruction?  
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3. In Acts 10:17-33, Peter is contemplating the vision he had just seen and is trying to   
 understand its meaning. While this takes place, God tells Peter that three men would be  
 seeking him and to go with them. These men arrive, and they tell Peter that Cornelius was  
 divinely instructed to summon him, so he could hear what Peter needed to tell him. The  
 next day, Peter leaves with them to go to Caesarea to meet with Cornelius. There are many  
 confusing things that happened in Peter’s day. I’m sure it seemed capped off when three  
 Romans showed up at Simon the tanner’s house seeking him! The vision was becoming  
 clearer to Peter. The next day, Peter arrives at Cornelius’ house where many were waiting  
 for him. Peter tells Cornelius what God had shown him (verse 28). What did the clean  
 and unclean animals symbolize? Why were they together on the sheet? 

 a. Read Ephesians 3:5-6 and Galatians 3:28-29. What do we learn about the Gentiles in  
  these verses? 

Map of the areas Peter travelled in Acts 10. 
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4. Read Acts 10:34-43. Peter begins speaking to Cornelius and all those gathered in his   
 house. In these verses, Peter speaks many powerful truths about God and Jesus. What does  
 Peter say about God? What does he say about Jesus? What did he say about those who  
 believe in Christ? 

“The word Messiah means ‘Anointed One’; so when Peter said, ‘God anointed Jesus of Nazareth’ he was saying, 
‘God declared Him the Messiah.’” (Bible Knowledge Commentary pg. 381)

5. Read Acts 10:44-48. Before Peter was done speaking, the Holy Spirit fell on the audience.  
 It was like a day of Pentecost was happening all over again! What else happens at this time  
 giving evidence to the salvation of these Gentiles? 

 a. The Jews present were astonished. Read Ephesians 2:11-16. What major thing
  happened in the church this day? 

Experience 2: Acts 11:1-30

1. Read Acts 11:1-18. As soon as Peter came up to Jerusalem, he was questioned by the Jews  
 concerning the events in Caesarea. They couldn’t believe that Peter went in to eat with  
 Gentiles and shared the word of God with them. This went against all Jewish laws. Peter  
 recounts the events that happened, as he too was amazed. What was it that caused Peter to  
 be at peace with what the Lord was doing? How did the Jews respond? 
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2. In Acts 11:19-21 we see what resulted from the persecution of Stephen almost ten years  
 prior. What good came out of Stephen’s murder? 

3. Read Acts 11:22-30. As many received the gospel message, the church in Jerusalem sent  
 Barnabas to Antioch to see what was happening. How did Barnabas uphold his nick-  
 name, “son of encouragement?” Who did Barnabas bring with him to Antioch? What   
 name did the disciples take on for the first time? 

ACTING on God’s Word

1. Romans 8:28 says “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love  
 God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.” This is a verse you probably  
 have heard before. Quite frankly, it is often used in times of uncertainty and trial in   
 insensitive ways. But it is the truth of God’s Word and it is part of God’s character. He is  
 good. If He is good, then all that He does is also good. We covered a lot of ground today.  
 Review what you learned and describe how God “worked all things together” for good. 

 a. How did God do this for Peter?

      b. How did God do this for the Gentiles?

      c. How did God do this for the Jews?

      d. How did God do this for the church? 

 e. How have you benefited from the good God worked in today’s chapter?

A
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2. After Peter received the vision from God, he didn’t understand what it meant or what God  
 was telling him to do. The same can be said of Cornelius. What did Peter and Cornelius do  
 when they didn’t understand how God was working? How can you apply this to your own  
 circumstances right now? 

3. Peter had to wait on the Lord. A shaken glass of water is cloudy, but given time to sit it  
 becomes clear. Many of our mistakes come from acting out of impatience. How did you see  
 Peter and Cornelius wait on the Lord? How does this encourage you in your own time of  
 waiting? 
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray?

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

 

Close in Prayer 

D


