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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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You probably don’t have to look outside your four walls to know that sometimes circumstances in life can 
be hard to understand. I (Stacy) believe there is a desire that lies within all of us that seeks to understand; 
to have concrete answers as to the “Why’s?” in life. And if we do look outside our four walls, we might see 
injustice. Other people seem to have it either harder or easier. Their circumstances may make ours look 
even more confusing. I don’t know about you, but I like to know why things work out the way they do. I 
also love knowing why God allows things in our lives. But sometimes God chooses not to give us that 
information. Deuteronomy 29:29 tells us that “the secret things belong to the Lord our God, but those 
things which are revealed belong to us and our children forever, that we may do all the words of the Law.” 
God reveals information to us as He deems necessary. It is in the uncertain and questioning times that 
faith is required. 

When my kids were younger, I often read them the book, Stella, Star of the Sea. It is about a brother and 
sister who spend the day at the beach. The older sister had been to the beach before. The experience 
wasn’t new for her, but it was for her brother, Sam. In that newness, he wanted answers. The book takes 
you on a journey through his questions about why things in the ocean and at the beach are the way they 
are. You see Sam’s why’s holding him back from fully embracing what was before him; a beautiful day at 
the beach. Finally, after his sister tries as best she can to answer his questions, she beckons him into the 
water one more time. At the end of the story, Sam’s fear and doubt turn to faith. Content with the little 
information he had been given, he decides to trust his sister, run to the water’s edge, and fling himself into 
the ocean. 

I think we’ve all stood from time to time at the water’s edge and asked, “Why?” Why are things the way 
they are in my life? The why’s can range in depth and circumstance. Why is a young mom diagnosed with 
a terminal disease? Why is a father arrested for his faith, put in prison, tortured and separated from his 
family? Why would God allow a young child to die or a family to be ripped apart through divorce? These 
are deep questions that don’t always have answers. 

In today’s chapter, King Herod Agrippa I is wreaking havoc on Jesus’ disciples. With what appears to be 
self-serving motives, Herod has James the brother of John beheaded, and Peter arrested and chained in 
prison. The question could easily come, “Why?”  Why was Peter spared and James killed? Why were 
believers being persecuted and evil being wielded? I would imagine confusion confronted the believers as 
the church was being established. And yet, we never see Peter ask, “Why?”  Instead, we see a man with a 
steadfast faith that allowed him to sleep while in chains, and walk through a guarded prison after being 
commanded by an angel of the Lord to go. Peter’s faith then took him through the city’s iron gate all the 
way to the house of Mary where fellow believers were gathered praying for his release. Doubt and unbelief 
permeated the scene, but Peter glorified God knowing that He alone was trustworthy. God delivered him, 
and God protected him even in the midst of a great trial. And it was God who brought about justice. Peter 
wanted everyone to know of God’s power and deliverance. 

I want that kind of faith, don’t you? I don’t know what you may be dealing with in your life today, but 
God knows. He’s allowed it for a divine purpose. While He may not give you all the answers today, He is 
someone you can trust to lead you, deliver you and protect you. Let’s dig into Acts 12 and see a faithful 
God who is trustworthy and true to His word. Let’s look at Peter who put his trust in Jesus and walked 
out of prison to tell others about Jesus and bring glory to God the Father.  

Acts 12:  Why, God?
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RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 12:1-25

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 12:1-19

1. Read verses 1-4 and list the three things that Herod Agrippa I is doing against the church  
 and explain his motivation.

 a. What do Herod’s actions signify regarding the political climate toward the followers of  
  Christ?

 b. How might these events bring confusion to the hearts of the disciples and those who  
  have put their faith in Christ?

2. Read Matthew 20:22-23.  How did Jesus’ words come to pass through James’ death?

The Thomas Nelson NKJV Study Bible has this to say about King Agrippa:
“Herod Agrippa I: The nephew of Herod Antipas who murdered John the Baptist and was the grandson of Herod the 
Great, who had the children of Bethlehem put to death in his search for Jesus.  Herod was not a Jew but an Edomite.  
The Jews resented this fact and Herod knew it.” (Thomas Nelson NKJV Study Bible, p.1731)   
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3. Acts 12:3 tells us that Peter was arrested during the Days of Unleavened Bread (also   
 known as the Passover) when the Jews celebrated their deliverance from Egyptian bond- 
 age. It was against Jewish law to have a trial or sentencing during Passover. Why might  
 Peter’s arrest be significant in light of the timing of the celebration at hand?

4. Read verses 5-11.  

 a. What is the church doing?

 b. What is Peter doing?

 c. How does God deliver Peter?

 d. What was Peter’s response?

 e. What did Peter know for certain and how does this demonstrate his faith in God?

5. Read verses 12-15. Rhoda was the first person who encountered Peter after his release.   
 Compare Rhoda’s faith with those who were gathered praying for Peter.

6. Read verses 16-19.  

 a. Here we find Peter persistently knocking. What was their response when they opened  
  the door and found Peter standing there, and what might this indicate about their  
  belief in the power of their prayers?

 b. How might Peter’s declaration of God’s deliverance be used to strengthen the faith of  
  those who had doubted?
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7. In this account we see the power of prayer demonstrated in a tangible, miraculous and  
 quick way.  In James 4:16 we are told that the “effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man  
 avails much.”  Read the following verses and tell how prayer avails much in times of trial.

 a. Jeremiah 33:3

 b. Philippians 4:6-7

 c. Hebrews 4:16  

 d. 1 John 5:14

8. Use Acts 12:18-19 to summarize the different reactions to Peter’s disappearance.

Experience 2:  Acts 12:20-25

1. Read Isaiah 42:8. How is the truth of this verse demonstrated in how God deals with   
 Herod and his death?

2.  Read Matthew 16:13-19 and answer the following questions:

 a. What did Jesus say to Peter regarding the church?

 b. How does this chapter fulfill Jesus’ prophecy and demonstrate that He is ultimately in  
  control? 

 c. Based on Acts 12:24, what was the outcome of the persecution?
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ACTING on God’s Word

Today in Acts 12 we learned that James was beheaded and Peter was put into prison.  Cer-
tainly this passage may lead us to wonder why God allowed Peter and James to be treated this 
way.   Neither situation seemed “fair,” especially considering these were God’s chosen 
servants that were engaging in His work.  However, Billy Graham summarizes well what we 
can anticipate as believers, “Nowhere does the Bible teach that Christians are exempt from 
the tribulations and natural disasters that come upon the world. Scripture does teach that 
the Christian can face tribulation, crisis, calamity, and personal suffering with a supernatural 
power that is not available to the person outside of Christ.”

When the question “Why?” comes as a result of difficult circumstances, it is helpful to look 
into God’s Word and remind ourselves of not only who He is but also how He can help us as 
we endure the circumstances He has allowed. In essence, Peter did this in Acts 12:12 when 
he considered what God had done by miraculously freeing him from prison. 

1. Are you experiencing a “Why?” in your life right now that remains unanswered?  Explain  
 the situation below or, if you are not comfortable writing it down, think about it for a few  
 moments.

2. Read the following verses and write down anything from the verse that speaks to your   
 heart about God’s goodness.

 a. Psalm 34:8

 b. Romans 8:28

 c. James 1:17

A
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3. Read the following verses and write down anything from them that speaks to your heart  
 about God’s Wisdom.

 a. Isaiah 55:9

 b. Job 12:13

 c. 1 Timothy 1:17

4. Read the following verses and write down anything from them that speaks to your heart  
 about God’s Sovereignty.

 a. Job 42:2

 b. Acts 5:39

 c. Romans 9:19-21

5. How does trusting in God’s character get us through the “Why’s?” of life?

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

D
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Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

 

Close in Prayer 


