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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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Imagine for a moment if Paul and Barnabas were modern day missionaries and one Sunday morning they 
approach the podium at church and introduce themselves to us.  They begin with a Power Point presenta-
tion of their first missionary journey. Can you imagine the photos? There would be pictures of Paul and 
Barnabas as they boarded the ship bound for a trip across the Mediterranean Sea, and perhaps John 
Mark is photo bombing them in the background. Their sunset photos would make us “ooh” and “ahh” 
over the beauty that they witnessed night after night. But as they continued their presentation, we would 
learn of the trials and difficulties they had to endure.  We would hear of how the Lycaonian people tried to 
sacrifice offerings to them because they thought they were gods. In Derbe, we would learn of the horrible 
stoning of Paul, and many of us would shed tears at the physical pain inflicted on God’s servant. We 
would be in awe as Paul told us of how he went back into Derbe and faced his persecutors, still desiring 
that they come to know Christ. But throughout the presentation, the best part would be to see the people 
who were changed forever because of Paul and Barnabas’ willingness to be steadfast. Because of their 
deep commitment to Christ and His calling upon them to go and share the gospel, many put their faith in 
Jesus. By the time the last slide is put onto the screen, we would have a deep admiration for these two men 
and their missionary assignment from God. I believe if we could ask them at the conclusion, “Paul and 
Barnabas, was it worth it?  Was it worth the pain, the trials, the uncertainty, and the fear?” I believe they 
would say, “Yes. We must go through many tribulations to enter the kingdom of God.” 

Paul and Barnabas were willing to accept persecution, embarrassment, peril, and discomfort to be faithful 
witnesses to the people who needed to hear the gospel.  They stayed the course and were not dissuaded 
from their mission no matter what came at them. This, too, is our calling. We are to be faithful to what 
God gives us, and when difficulties come, we must become even more resolute in our mission. The enemy 
will stop at nothing to try and get us to quit. When we know that eternity is hanging in the balance, it can 
give us the steadfastness we need to do the job God is calling us to. Be encouraged today as you read 
about this dynamic duo; how God uses them, and then brings them safely back to Antioch. What God 
begins in you, He will empower you to finish.  

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 14:1-28

Acts 14: Steadfastness in The Calling
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 14:1-7

1.  Read verses 1-7 and answer the following questions:

 a. Paul and Barnabas have arrived in Iconium. What opposition to the gospel do you see in  
  these verses?

 b. How do Paul and Barnabas demonstrate steadfastness against the opposition?

 c. What made Paul and Barnabas leave the city and what does it demonstrate about their  
  decision making? 

Experience 2:  Acts 14:8-18

1. Read verses 8-10. How did the lame man’s faith encourage Paul and aid in his own healing?

2. Read verses 11-13. What was the response of the people when they saw the healing take  
 place?

“In Greek mythology, it was common for the "gods" to come to earth in human form, though they did not always do so 
for the good of man. The people in Lystra had a legend that once Zeus and Hermes had visited their land disguised 
as mortals, and no one gave them any hospitality except for one older couple. In their anger at the people, Zeus and 
Hermes wiped out the whole population, except for the old couple. No wonder the people of Lystra were so quick to 
honor Paul and Barnabas! Hermes was known as the messenger of the gods, so it made sense to the Lystrians that 
Paul (the more talkative one) would be Hermes, because he was the chief speaker.”  (David Guzik)
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3. Read verses 14-17. When Paul and Barnabas saw that the people were honoring and   
 idolizing them, what was their response? 

4. Read Matthew 26:65.

 a. What does tearing one’s robe in the Jewish culture symbolize?

 b. In light of Matthew 26:65, what accusations are made concerning the people of   
  Lystra? 

 c. Before Paul can turn this pagan audience to God, he needs to turn them away from  
  their useless things. In Acts 14:14-18 what does Paul ask the pagan crowd to consider  
  and why?  

5. What do Paul and Barnabas’ actions convey regarding their steadfastness to God in the  
 face of idolatry, wrongful worship and utter vanity? 

Experience 3:  Acts 14:19-28

1. In verses 19-20 we see Paul stoned by the Jews from Antioch and Iconium. What is Paul’s  
 response after his stoning and how does this demonstrate steadfastness to the gospel even  
 in dire circumstances?
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2. As Paul and Barnabas returned to the cities they previously visited, what five things did  
 they do to encourage the believers? 

3. Why must we “through many tribulations” enter the kingdom of God?

4. Tribulation and affliction are necessary as they are used by God to give us steadfastness.  
 Read the following verses and note how God uses tribulation in our lives.

 a. Romans 5:3-4 —

 b. 2 Corinthians 4:17 —

 c. James 1:2-4 —

5. What report did Paul and Barnabas give the church at Antioch upon their return?  How  
 might this have strengthened their faith?

6. What example is given for us through Paul and Barnabas’ report that we should mimic  
 today with our missionaries?

ACTING on God’s Word

In Acts 13 & 14, Paul and Barnabas traveled more than 1,200 miles over the course of two 
years. They helped establish over a dozen congregations of believers and introduced many Jews 
and Gentiles to Jesus. All the while they withstood evil intentions, spoke truth into idolatrous 
practices, experienced physical threats and physical pain, and had people elevate them to a 
place that should only be occupied by God. 

A
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There was much that could have derailed them from God’s calling. Instead of faltering or 
compromising the truth of the gospel, they stood steadfast in their calling, often using 
difficulty to strengthen their fellow believers. At some point during Paul’s third missionary 
journey, he wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:58, “Therefore my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 
immoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord.” Paul knew how to be steadfast. 

It seems God’s servants often have big targets on their back for the enemy. He tries in many 
ways to hinder, stop, and divide the work God is doing. We know that the enemy does not 
like souls won for Jesus. Paul and Barnabas’ first missionary journey is a great example for us 
as to how to withstand the enemy and be steadfast in our calling. 

1.  How has your steadfastness to God been tested either now or in the past?

2. Many years later, Paul wrote a letter of encouragement to Timothy regarding the
 Christian life. Read 2 Timothy 3:10-17. What instruction and encouragement did Paul  
 give to Timothy regarding steadfastness to God? How does this encourage you?

3. What can you learn from Paul and Barnabas to help you remain steadfast when you   
 experience difficulty in the areas listed below? These were areas that Paul and Barnabas  
 encountered in Acts 14. 

 a. Evil & idolatry - 

 b. Physical threat - 

 c. Physical ailment/pain - 

 d. Personal praise - 
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

 

Close in Prayer 
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