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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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Within a few months of being married, my (Stacy) husband came to know the Lord. Despite its denomina-
tional affiliation, we found a local church that taught the Word of God in a verse by verse format. It was 
here Barclay met Jesus in a personal way. As the Word was taught, it pierced his heart. He knew that it 
was impossible for any human being to know the things that the Word was exposing deep in his heart. His 
faith grew quickly as he studied God’s Word. Unfortunately, the Pastor of the church started taking verses 
out of Biblical context to form his own dogma and doctrine. He began writing and distributing essays on 
topics in the church, and then he began urging the congregation from the pulpit to follow along with his 
doctrine. It became a yoke around our necks. One of his hot button topics was Christmas. Because of the 
pagan roots of Christmas, a believer was not to participate in the worldly celebration. As a new believer 
sitting under this Pastor’s teaching, my husband began to fully accept everything shared. He made the 
stance in our home that Christmas would no longer be celebrated. 

I struggled mightily. I had been saved since I was 6 years old. I had celebrated Christmas all my life with 
joy and a pure heart before God. But I submitted reluctantly to my husband in this area. What ensued the 
next 3 years was bondage to man-made rules and adherence to distorted truth grounded in opinion. During 
this time, my husband got a new job and we moved to a new area. We couldn’t find a church to support 
this teaching from our old church. Therefore, we stopped attending church. A self-righteous attitude grew 
and a spiritual superiority was being flamed. Our marriage struggled as bitterness grew in my heart. Our 
family distanced themselves from us as they found it difficult to enjoy our company because our way of 
thinking permeated the conversations in a negative way. We became critical of others, stagnant in our walk 
with the Lord and fell out of fellowship with other believers who didn’t think as we did. It was a devastating 
time in our lives. 

Slowly, the Lord pulled us out of this dark, legalistic place. He did it by first removing us from this church, 
and then opening the purity of His Word to us when we moved to the Downingtown area. It was God’s 
grace that met us on the legalistic road. We came to the church that we now call home, Calvary Chapel 
Chester Springs, and sat under teaching that wasn’t opinion-filled but Holy Spirit inspired and based in the 
full context of God’s Word. We saw, through scripture, that our view was based on works, not grace. We 
thought we could do something to be more holy and accepting of Jesus. But at the foot of the cross, it is level 
ground. No one person does more. We are all sinners saved by God’s great grace and no rule adds anything 
to our salvation. It actually detracts from the gift God gave us in His Son. As the truth penetrated our 
hearts, we were slowly set free from the “law” we had believed was required to be a good Christian. 

In Acts 15 the church leaders find themselves deep in a disagreement over salvation and the works of the 
law. New Gentile believers are coming to the Lord in great number. Jews are being saved, and the question 
that gets asked is, ‘Does a believer need to be circumcised according to the Law of Moses?” Dissension 
brewed. Disputes arose and people took sides. The religious leaders end up coming together in Jerusalem to 
discuss this topic, find a solution and restore unity going forward. Peter gets up and testifies to God’s 
character and grace. James, the brother of Jesus, gets up and gives testimony to the works of God through 
Paul and Barnabas among the Gentiles, and then returns the focus to the truth of God’s Word. It is God’s 
truth that puts the issue to rest. Salvation is by grace unto faith, period (Ephesians 2:8-11). And then, 
James helps to turn their attention to unity of the brethren. 

Acts 15: Legalism and Division
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Satan takes great pleasure in bringing disputes and divisions into the church. He will always distort truth 
and will try to make us believe a lie. It is damaging. It is interesting that during the time of the Jerusalem 
meetings on this topic, we don’t hear of any evangelistic efforts or people getting saved. The enemy won 
for a time. But God used this dispute to bring about His truth and unify the early church.  As the 
disciples went out from this meeting, the church was strengthened, missionary journeys resumed, and 
people got saved. If you’ve ever been under legalistic teaching, you know how harmful this can be. I pray 
that as we study the verses in today’s chapter, we can learn from Paul, Barnabas, Peter, and James how 
to shut down the enemy in this area so that grace wins! 

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 15:1-41

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 15:1-5

1. Acts 15:1 tells us that “certain men” came down from Judea and taught the brethren in the  
 church of Antioch.  Galatians 2:12 explains that of the “certain men” James (the brother of  
 Jesus) was a part of this group. What was the message that these men were preaching?  How  
 would this be troublesome?

2. Because the group was divided on the topic at hand, what did the group decide to do in order  
 to get further resolution?

3. As Paul and Barnabas travel to Jerusalem and enter the city, what news are they sharing and  
 how may this fuel division?
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4. Upon arriving in Jerusalem, another group rises up and weighs in on the controversy.  Who  
 are they and what are they unhappy about? 

“These Jewish Christians (often called "Judaizers") taught that Gentiles may become Christians, but only after first 
becoming Jews, and submitting to all Jewish rituals, including circumcision.” It was very difficult for some Jewish 
Christians to accept that Gentiles could be brought into the church as ‘equal partners’ without first coming through 
the law of Moses.” (Guzik) "It was one thing to accept the occasional God-fearer into the church, someone already 
in sympathy with Jewish ways; it was quite another to welcome large numbers of Gentiles who had no regard for 
the law and no intention of keeping it." (Williams)

Experience 2:  Acts 15:6-29

1. Read Acts 15:6-11.  As the pillars of the church meet in Jerusalem to discuss salvation and  
 circumcision, Peter speaks up.  What points does Peter make?

2. In Verses 8-10, Peter tries to unify the two sides.  What does he say that is the unifying  
 factor?

3. Refresh your memory of the events in Acts 10:15, 19, 34-43.  If necessary, re-read these  
 verses.  How did God use Peter with the Gentiles? How does this experience give Peter  
 authority to speak into the present situation?

4. Read Acts 15:10. How is legalism described?  Why is this an accurate visual?

 a. Read Matthew 23:1-4. What does Jesus say about the works of the Law?



         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

 Acts 15 • 85© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs

 b. Read Galatians 3:1-12.  What does Paul, in writing to the Galatian church, say   
  concerning the works of the Law?

“The statement, ‘We are saved, just as they are, is amazing. A Jew under the Law would say the opposite and in 
reverse order (‘they are saved as we are’), but one who knew God’s grace, as Peter did, would not say that.  
Salvation for anyone – Jew or Gentile – is by God’s grace (v. 11) and it is by faith (v. 9, Gal. 2:16, Eph. 2:8)” 
(Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 394)

5.  In Acts 15:12-17, James speaks of the miracles that God has worked in the Gentile   
 believers.  But that does not hold enough weight. So James goes to the ultimate source of  
 truth. How does he make his point so it is indisputable? 

6. In verses 18-29, James gives a unifying solution. What is it? How is it received and
 delivered?

 a. How does 1 Corinthians 8:4-13 support James’ solution?  

“Perhaps it would be useful to sum up these four regulations in our modern understanding:  no idolatry, no 
immorality, no murder and no eating meat offered to idols.  For further information review Leviticus 17 and 18.”  
(Holman New Testament Commentary on Acts, p.251)

Experience 3:  Acts 15:30-41

1.  In verses 30-35, we see the conclusion of the issue that was divisive among the brethren at  
 Antioch. What happens in the congregation at Antioch when the letter was delivered?
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2. With the previous controversy settled, we find everyone working together until a new   
 division arises.  Isn’t it just like the enemy to bring in new contentions?   

 a. In verses 36-41, what new division unfolds and why?  

 b. How do these men settle their disagreement?

 c. Genesis 50:20 says, “But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant
  it for good.” How was God’s will accomplished despite the circumstances in Acts   
  15:39-41?

ACTING on God’s Word

Today we found James take a highly charged and debated topic among the religious leaders 
and bring it to a resolution. He used the power of God’s Word to unite the people together 
and settled the controversy. In the 21st century church, we face similar debates over liber-
ties, works and church theology. Listed below are some hot topics that Christians may have a 
strong opinion regarding. Please read the topics below and then use God’s Word to defend 
your position. Don’t allow the enemy to use this for division among you. Our hope is that 
you will understand what the early church experienced and how God’s Word brought unity, 
not division.

Christian Liberties – pick one of the following and defend it with God’s Word.

Dancing

Drinking

Other _______________________

Christian Works – pick one of the following and defend it with God’s Word.

Tithing

Good Works unto salvation

Other ________________________

A
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Church Theology – pick one of the following and defend it with God’s Word.

Baptism

Confession

Other _______________________

Was this a difficult task to complete?  If so, why or why not? What did you learn from this 
experience?  

“These [the Bereans] were more fair minded than those in Thessalonica,
 in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures 

daily to find out whether these things were so.”  Acts 17:11

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

D
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Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

 

Close in Prayer 


