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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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A few years ago someone asked my (Stacy) oldest son, Ben, who was 17 at the time, why he hadn’t 
been on a mission trip with our church. My son’s answer was simple, yet profound. He said, “I’m 
already on my mission field. I go there every day when I step on the football field.” How right he was. 
The greatest mission field is often the one God places right in front of us. After a friend encouraged 
Ben to join the high school football team, Ben walked on the team in 9th grade. He was the first 
homeschooled boy to play on the team, and the coach accepted him with much hesitation. Ben was a 
student of the game. He was punctual, respectful and different in more ways than one from the other 
boys. He wasn’t the best player, but he wanted to learn and wanted to be a contributor on the team. 
For his first 3 years of high school, Ben played on the high school team without attending the school. 
He worked hard and worked his way onto the field. After much prayer and discussion, Ben decided to 
attend the local high school for his senior year. It was that year when God used Ben to turn the football 
team upside down. 

It started with prayer. Before the first game Ben asked the two team captains, who were also believers, 
if they would join him for prayer. The three boys separated themselves from the other players and 
prayed over the game and the team. The next week others asked what they were doing and joined in. 
The prayer group continued to grow with each game. By the end of the season, about 15 boys were 
praying together. God blessed the team that season, but more importantly, God opened the door for 
young men to hear about Jesus. As Ben walked out his faith before the team and coaches, questions 
came concerning the Lord and why Ben’s choices were different from the other boys. The year follow-
ing Ben’s graduation, he received a phone call from a player who had graduated many years before 
him. This player was attending an area Bible College, and the high school coach was bringing this 
former player on as the team Chaplain. As Ben took this guy’s call, the guy said, “Ben, coach wanted 
me to give you a call and find out what you did with the team last year. He said you made an impact 
and it needs to continue. He’s asked me to help.” That year we learned that not only did the team 
prayer continue, but a Bible reading took place before every game for any player who wanted to 
participate. God’s truth is going forth and lives are being impacted for eternity all because God opened 
the door, Ben walked through it onto the mission field, and openly lived out his faith. He wasn’t afraid 
to share Christ with others. A great work of evangelism is underway and the story isn’t over yet. 

Today we will see Paul, Silas and Timothy enter Thessalonica. Here, Paul will enter the synagogue, as 
often is his custom, and will share Scripture with those gathered. People’s hearts will be turned to the 
Lord. From there, Paul will go to the Bereans and do the same. His travels will end in an unlikely 
place. He didn’t intend to go to Athens, but the Jewish leaders will force him there as they were causing 
an uproar over his evangelism in the cities and trailing closely behind him. It is here where Paul will 
proclaim Christ once again, and in each city he will turn it upside down for Jesus. All that they 
believed will be called into question as Paul opens the Scriptures and shares truth. 

There is not a magic formula or a required location for evangelism to take place. The formula is 
simple: live the gospel, pray and share truth. The location, well that too is often right in front of you if 
you have the eyes to see it. Every day we find ourselves on a mission field. We live in a world that 
needs to be shaken up for Jesus. How does God want to use you to turn the world upside down for 
Him? 

Acts 17:  Turn the World Upside Down 
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Paul’s Second Missionary Journey

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 17:1-34

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 17:1-9

1. In Acts 17:1-4 Paul and the men travel to Thessalonica.  What was Paul’s customary way to  
 introduce the gospel to people in the areas he traveled?  What was the outcome?

2. Why were the unbelieving Jews resentful of Paul and Silas in verse 5?
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3. How did Paul’s preaching turn Thessalonica upside down in verses 5-6?

4. What consequences did Jason, who was likely a new convert, face because he protected  
 Paul and Silas in verses 5-9?  

5. In verse 7, what was the accusation against Paul and Silas?

6. What evangelistic challenge did Paul encounter with his audience in Thessalonica?

“The Holy Spirit showed Paul there was more than one way to evangelize a city.  If he could not go back to 
Thessalonica in person, he could write the church a letter. And so he did. In fact, he wrote two God-breathed 
letters. Some think they were the first of Paul’s letters (although Galatians was probably written before his 
Thessalonian epistles).  A new method of evangelism was born – literature evangelism.”
(Exploring Acts, John Phillips.  p.341)

Experience 2:  Acts 17:10-15

1. Read verses 10-11.  Describe the diligence of the people in Berea. How are they different  
 from the people in Thessalonica?  
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The word “fair-minded” in Acts 17:11 means “well born, of a noble family.”

2.  Based on verses 12-15, what was the result of Paul’s trip to Berea?

3. What evangelistic challenge did Paul encounter with his audience in Berea?

Experience 3:  Acts 17:16-34

1. It is worth noting that Paul did not plan to go to Athens as part of his missionary journey.  
 He went there because he was escaping out of the city of Berea as the Jews of Thessalonica  
 came after him. Silas and Timothy would join him later so he entered the city alone. What  
 caused Paul to start sharing the gospel according to verse 16?

“Art, literature, oratory, and religion were the stuff of which Athens was made. This was the native home of 
Socrates and Plato, the adopted home of Aristotle, Epicurus, and Zeno. Here was the cradle of democracy. Out of 
respect for her illustrious past, the Romans left Athens alone, a free city, at liberty as an ally of Rome to pursue her 
own goals.” (Exploring  Acts, John Phillips.  p.344)

2. In this city Paul’s evangelical method was a little bit different from the previous cities.   
 According to verses 17-21, what changed in his approach?

3. What unkind terms were used to describe Paul as he preached in verse 18?
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4. In verses 19-21, why did the philosophers bring Paul to Areopagus?  What did the   
 Athenians like to do with their time?

“Areopagus, literally, “Hill of Ares,” was the meeting place of the Council of the Aeropagus, the supreme body for 
judicial and legislative matters in Athens. In the Apostolic Age its power had been reduced to oversight over 
religions and education.”  (Bible Knowledge Commentary, p.403)

5. Paul uses a personal approach to evangelism in Athens.  What does he do in verses 22-23  
 to get their attention?

6. Using verses 24-31, list all the truths that Paul shares regarding God which answer the  
 three main questions a philosopher would ask:

 a. Where did I come from?

 b. Why am I here?

 c. Where am I going?

7.  In verse 30-31, what invitation does Paul give the philosophers at Athens and why?

8.  How did the Athenian philosophers respond in verses 32-34?

9. What evangelistic challenge did Paul encounter with his audience in Athens?
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A ACTING on God’s Word

A lady once criticized D. L. Moody for his methods of evangelism in attempting to win people 
to the Lord. Moody's reply was, "I agree with you. I don't like the way I do it either. Tell me, how 
do you do it?" The lady replied, "I don't do it." Moody retorted, "Then I like my way of doing it 
better than your way of not doing it."

So many times, I (Brenda) struggle to find a natural and non-pushy way to share my faith with 
others. I want to offer the hope of Jesus to those around me, but I find fear grips me. Sometimes 
I keep my mouth closed rather than opening it, much like the lady who criticized D. L. Moody. 

Paul literally turned the world upside down for Christ through natural and ordinary situations. 
Let’s take a closer look at his example and see how we can apply some of his strategies to our 
own lives. I would love for you to be very specific about the way you would truly walk this 
approach out. Please be prayerful over opportunities to live what you write on the page.

1. In Acts 17:1-4, Paul went to the synagogue in Thessalonica where he knew Jews gathered to  
 meet. This was a natural place for him as he was once a devout Jew.  He knew the Law, and  
 he knew the Jews’ desperate need for Jesus. When he reasoned with them from the
 scriptures, many came to Christ.

 How can you take the example of Paul and apply it to evangelizing in an ordinary place in  
 your circle of influence?  

2. In Acts 17:10-15, Paul meets the Bereans. This group of people was different than the   
 Thessalonians in that they were very well educated, and a part of what some might say was a  
 more “elite” class. Here, Paul finds them very ready to listen and study what he shares with  
 them.  How can you share the gospel with someone who is highly educated and perhaps  
 appears aloof?  
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3. In Acts 17:22-34 Paul speaks in Athens. He was alone in a strange city with many gods  
 and  many philosophies. He uses their worship “to the unknown god” as his opening point,  
 and  also references their poetry, in the hope of making them understand their need for  
 Christ.  How can you share the gospel with someone who is steeped in another faith or too
 accepting of all ways to God?  

As you prepare to close, remember that the method for sharing isn’t the most important   
part of witnessing, but rather that you following the Holy Spirit’s leading. The method isn’t  
as important as the message we share. Pray for God to help you turn your world upside   
down for Him whenever He gives you an opportunity.

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer 

D


