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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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The city of Corinth was a very spiritually dark place. It was a major city of the Roman Empire and 
known as a commercial epicenter to the surrounding areas. However, the town was also known for its 
obsession with sex, sports, and money. It has been said that only the tough could survive there. Yet, 
Paul did not avoid Corinth because he knew people needed Christ. God spoke to Paul personally 
during his time in Corinth, and also sent him many people who came alongside him to help him. People 
like Priscilla and Aquila became dear friends to Paul and no doubt were a regular source of encourage-
ment when things were challenging in the ministry. In addition, the return of Silas and Timothy must 
have been a welcome sight to Paul’s eyes as they entered the city gates of Corinth. Toward the end of 
the chapter, we will also meet Apollos who works closely with Paul to minister the gospel, and they 
bring forth a harvest of souls in time together. How good God is to bring other humans to us who are 
like-minded and encouragers of the calling on our lives!

That is certainly the case at Delighting in the Lord. When Stacy was diagnosed with cancer, God 
called me (Brenda) to become more involved in women’s ministry and help her in whatever way I 
could while she was going through her treatments. During that time, my contribution increased 
dramatically. God brought me alongside Stacy to encourage her through a difficult time, and the 
following year we felt God call us to write our first Bible study together on the book of Matthew. Each 
year the Lord faithfully brought others to join us in leadership. Small group leaders, worship leaders, 
children’s ministry leaders, sound and video support, as well as administrative help. We have been so 
blessed by those who have accepted God’s call to the Delighting in the Lord Ministry as they stand 
faithfully with us week after week to serve the women and minister in God’s name. We could not do all 
the ministry requires without the whole team working together within their gifting. Even as we are 
away writing this Bible study, we have received countless words of encouragement through e-mails and 
texts. We know each person who has reached out is praying for us and cheering us on in the work. It is 
a beautiful thing to behold. Through the power of the Holy Spirit we follow God’s direction for the 
ministry and watch lives change. Our audience size may go up or down, but in the end we only have 
an audience of One; as long as we are pleasing Him, we consider all we do a success.  

Paul’s life gives us a glimpse into why God sends us ministry partners, friends and supportive 
co-workers. As the chapter unfolds, be sure to notice each one and how they impacted Paul.

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 18:1-28

Acts 18: “For I Am with You”
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 18:1-8

1. Read Acts 18:1-3. Who does Paul meet when he enters Corinth and how were these people  
 an encouragement both personally and professionally?

2. Read Acts 20:33-34 and Acts 18:3. How do these verses explain how Paul provided for some  
 of his own needs on the mission field? 

3. In Acts 18:5, Silas and Timothy meet up with Paul in Corinth. Why might Paul have been  
 encouraged upon their arrival?  Read 2 Corinthians 11:8 for further information.  

4. Read Acts 18:4-8. Paul makes a declaration about his ministry toward the Jews.  What is it?   
 Why?

 
 a. Read Ezekiel 3:18-19.  Based on these  verses, why is Paul saying in verse 6 that he is  
  clean and the blood of the Jews is on their own heads?
    

 b. Why did Paul shake his garments off after the Jews opposed him?
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5.  In Acts 18:7-8 who else does God provide to come alongside of Paul to encourage him in  
 his work for the Lord?

Experience 2:  Acts 18:9-17

1. God knew Paul was afraid, so He sent some personal encouragement to him. What was the  
 encouragement in Acts 18:9-11?  

2. Soon after Gallio’s appointment to office, the Jews make their move against Paul.
 According to verses 12-14, what were the Jews trying to accomplish by bringing Paul before  
 the judgment seat of the governor?

3. In verses 14-17, Paul begins to defend himself, but Gallio speaks on his behalf.  How does  
 Gallio settle the case?

 a. Why does retaliation come against Sosthenes?  (Keep in mind that Sosthenes likely  
  replaced Crispus as ruler of the synagogue from verse 8, when Crispus believed on the  
  Lord.)

“The experience seemed to have had a wholesome effect on Sosthenes, if he is the same man we meet in 1 
Corinthians 1:1, for he appears to have become a Christian himself.”  (Exploring Acts, John Phillips.  p.363)
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 4. In verses 18-23, Paul is traveling about and eventually comes back to Antioch where he  
 began. List the stops he made and the reasons why he made them prior to arriving in   
 Antioch.  These stops conclude Paul’s second missionary journey.

 

5. In verses 24-28, we meet a man named Apollos. What actions does he demonstrate that  
 seem similar to Paul’s? How might this have been an encouragement to both Priscilla and  
 Aquila as well as to Paul?

 a. Read 1 Corinthians 3:5-11. In writing to the church in Corinth, Paul spoke of Apollos  
  whom we met in Acts 18:24-28. How does Paul describe this fellow co-laborer?

ACTING on God’s Word

As Paul concludes his 2nd missionary journey, he’s covered a lot of geographical ground. He 
has met many people. Some of these people received his message with gladness, while others 
opposed him by seeking ways to harm him in order to stop his message from going forth. In the 
areas he has traveled, he has seen people immersed in idolatry, puffed up with knowledge, 
burdened under legalism, and in bondage to sin. He’s seen God change his direction, as well as 
close and open ministry doors. Discouragement could easily have set in at different times. But 
Paul doesn’t deter from God’s work despite any hardship, opposition, or someone’s response. 
He presses on knowing that people need Jesus. Along the way, God is so faithful to strengthen 
Paul as Paul is strengthening the believers. Paul said in Philippians 4:13 that “He could do all 
things through Christ who gives him strength.” God is the source of Paul’s strength. God uses 
many things to strengthen the believer during ministry.

In today’s chapter, Paul continues ministering in Jesus’ name. In verses 9-11, God speaks 
directly to Paul in a vision giving Paul encouragement. The greatest source of encouragement 
was the reminder that God was with him, and because of that, Paul needn't be afraid. Some-
times God encourages us through other people who become our co-laborers in the ministry as 
we saw in today’s chapter.  
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1. Think of an area where you are being used by the Lord in ministry. This could be as a   
 wife, a mother, or any other area of service. Describe any discouragements that you have  
 faced as you have served the Lord in this area.

2. If you are facing or have faced discouragement in your ministry, how did or how are you  
 handling it? 

3. God doesn’t always speak His encouragement to us through a vision as He did to Paul,  
 but we all have the Bible to go to in our times of discouragement. How is the Bible a   
 source of encouragement? 

4. As God did with Paul, how has God used other people to encourage you? 
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5. Everyone needs encouragement! Pray and ask God to show you someone who is serving  
 Him faithfully who needs some Godly encouragement. If you feel led, write that person a  
 note strengthening them in the Lord.

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer


