“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s
perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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Acts 19: Filled With Confusion
I (Brenda) know what I am about to write is not popular nor widely embraced; however, I cannot stay
quiet any longer on the topic of sexual confusion that is so prevalent in the United States as well as
around the world.
This week my husband told me that a man he knows well has announced his “gender reassignment.” My
son’s school recently hired a guest speaker, who was formerly from a Christian college, to address the
students about diversity. In his talk he encouraged the student body to embrace all forms of sexuality
whether that be gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, or transgender. He believes that everything should be accepted
and embraced without judgment. When I hear this kind of information, I am so saddened by the sexual
confusion I see as well as the momentum it appears to be gaining. The United States is a nation in a state
of moral erosion. We are crumbling in large chunks from our faith foundation, and sin is at the core.
God’s truth is no longer the plumb line for acceptable behavior so it isn't any wonder we see such
perplexing behaviors. When will we begin to stop calling wrong “ok” and right “not ok?”
Ephesus wasn’t much different from us. It was a sexually-obsessed and confused place. The people
worshipped the goddess Diana, a multi-breasted goddess of fertility, and her temple attracted evil spirits
and demonism of every kind. As Paul enters this metropolis, he and his team face all sorts of strange and
bewildering behaviors. It is only through the truth of God’s Word and speaking out against wrong that we
see people saved and lives changed. Paul continues to be a good example of a man who isn’t afraid to
speak truth into confusion and go against the wrong tide he witnesses. May his life spur us on to speak
out against the product of sin which is confusion.
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RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 19:1-41

E

EXPERIENCING God’s Word
Experience 1: Acts 19:1-10
1. In Acts 19:1, Paul begins his third missionary journey. He enters Ephesus and meets up
with some men who he calls “disciples.” It appears something seemed off with these people
as Paul encounters them. Paul asked them a peculiar question in verse 2. What is that
question and how did the disciples answer?
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Paul’s Third Missionary Journey

2. In verses 3-7, Paul has a conversation with these men and gets to the root of their confusion.
How were they confused?
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a.

In verse 6 what gave evidence to their conversion?

b.

Read 1 Corinthians 14:22-24. According to this verse, what also is the purpose of
tongues and prophecy?

c.

Please note in Acts 19:6 that the Holy Spirit came “upon” the disciples. If you remember
back in Acts 1:8 the Holy Spirit comes upon us for a specific purpose. If needed, go back
and read Acts 1:8. What is that purpose?
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3. Read Acts 19:8-10. Paul follows his normal pattern of evangelism as he boldly shares Christ
in the Synagogues. Why does Paul move the group and his teaching to the school of
Tyrannous?

“Saul [Paul] referred to Christianity as ‘the Way’, a term used only in Acts 19:9, 23, 22:4; 24:14, 22.” (Bible
Knowledge Commentary, pg. 375) John 14:6 says, “I am the way, the truth and the life…..” This may be where the
name originated.
“It's interesting that again here is the reference to the Christians as "that way." It shows that it was more than just a
philosophy. It was their life. It manifested itself in their entire lifestyle, as Christianity should; it should affect your
entire lifestyle.” (Chuck Smith Sermon Series on Acts)

Experience 2: Acts 19:11-20
1. In Acts 19:11-12, God is doing unusual miracles through Paul. We don’t know what these
were, but we know that people saw Paul healing the sick and performing miracles in Jesus’
name. The people wanted this power activated in their life. We know that Ephesus was a
city that was filled with magicians, sorcerers and workers of darkness. Given this understanding, in verse 12-14, how did the people distort what Paul was doing for their own
gain? Who was doing this?

2. Read 1 Corinthians 14:33. Who is the author of confusion?

a.
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Read 2 Corinthians 11:13-15. How does the author of confusion work?
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3. Read Acts 19:15-20. Given what you just learned in 1 & 2 Corinthians, how did the
author of confusion work in the verses in Acts?

a.

How did the enemy’s scheme backfire?

b.

Why is it dangerous to take spiritual warfare lightly?

Experience 3: Acts 19:21-41
1. Read Acts 19:21-22. What do you learn about Paul that speaks to his determination in
spreading the gospel?

2. Read Acts 19:23-29. In these verses opposition comes against Paul and the disciples of
Jesus.
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a.

Who is upset and why?

b.

What effect did the silversmith’s dispute have upon the people in the city and Paul’s
travel companions?

c.

What did Paul want to do and why didn’t he?
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This tremendous temple to Diana (also known as Artemis) in Ephesus was regarded as one of the seven
wonders of the ancient world. It was supported by 127 pillars, each 60 feet high, and was adorned with great
sculptures. It was completely lost to history until 1869, when it was discovered again, and its main altar was
unearthed in 1965. "The Temple of Artemis was also a major treasury and bank of the ancient world, where
merchants, kings, and even cities made deposits, and where their money could be kept safe under the protection
of deity. (David Guzik)

3. In Acts 19:30-32, confusion is widespread. What is produced from this mass confusion?

4. In Acts 19:33-41, two people try to quiet the people and stop the riot. Who are these
people and how do they try to restore order?

“The city clerk was what we would consider the mayor of the city.” (David Guzik)

5. What was the motivation that started the riot? How does the enemy use this same
motivation over and over again to bring about confusion in our lives?

A
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ACTING on God’s Word
Merriam-Webster defines confusion as a state where people are uncertain, unable to understand something clearly, and a feeling that comes when you do not understand what is
happening or expected. It is both a condition and an emotion and often takes us in unprofitable directions relationally, physically and spiritually. In today’s verses, we saw confusion
manifest itself in three different ways. I’ve listed those ways below. Look up the verses in
each section, and then describe how truth puts confusion to rest and brings Godly order.
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1. In salvation (Acts 19:1-10)
Romans 10:9-10
Ephesians 1:13-14
1 John 5:12-14

2. Through signs and miracles (Acts 19:11-22)
Matthew 7:15-16
1 John 4:1-2
1 Thessalonians 5:21-22
3. Heart Motivations (Acts 19:23-41)
1 Thessalonians 2:4-9
2 Peter 1:2-8

Now let’s make it a little more personal:
It seems confusion is everywhere in our society today. Identify some areas of confusion you see
around you, and then tell why you think this confusion exists. How would God’s word clear up
these confusions?

Is there an area of confusion in your life? If so, what is it? Can you identify the root cause of
your confusion? What counsel does scripture give on how to sever this root so that Godly order
and fruit can come?
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D

DELIGHTING in God’s Word
From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray?

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.

Close in Prayer
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