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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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Many years ago, my husband and I (Stacy) were looking to buy a new home for our growing family. He 
desired an acre of land filled with trees. I desired a neighborhood and community. God directed us to a 
home that fulfilled both of our desires; a house on an acre lot filled with tall poplar trees in a neighbor-
hood. It felt a little off the beaten path but close enough to conveniences. We quickly learned that a house 
on a hill surrounded by trees does not bode well in storms. It didn’t take long before a storm rolled in and 
the power shut off. And then it happened again, and again and again. Finally, after one storm left us 
without electricity and running water for over five days, my husband decided it was time to install a 
generator. The only problem was, once the power went out, you had to wait for the generator to be 
plugged in and started up before power was restored to the house. Each time a storm rolled in and the 
lights went out, those minutes of darkness seemed much longer as I waited for power to come on. But 
what joy it was when the lights flipped back on! 

As we open Acts 1 today, it is like a storm rolled into darkened Jerusalem, and power was going to be 
turned on. The apostles and disciples of Jesus had never known or experienced power such as what we’ll 
learn about today. Up until now, they had walked with Jesus for over three years. They ate with Him, 
they talked with Him, and they learned from Him. They saw Him move in powerful ways by healing 
people of all kinds of sicknesses, casting out demons, forgiving sins and raising the dead to life. The 
pinnacle of this power was made known as Jesus Himself suffered, died and was raised to life. As we open 
Acts, Jesus has come to the end of His 40 days on earth following His resurrection. He would be leaving 
them again and ascending to heaven to be with God, His Father. I wonder how the disciples felt? The 
power that they had known and seen manifested in Jesus was now leaving. Would they be in the dark? 
What came next? I’m sure many questions swirled in their minds. Jesus was quick to reassure His follow-
ers that the power that was promised was coming. They would receive it, but they had to wait. 

That power, or dynamis as it is in the Greek, is where we get the word “dynamite.”  The power given to 
Jesus’ disciples would be like an explosion of dynamite. It was going to be a world changer. The lights were 
getting ready to be flipped on in their lives as the Holy Spirit would come upon them in power for their 
equipping as Christ’s witnesses. It would be a power working inside of them unlike anything they had 
experienced in the past. Something new. What I don’t think they realized was that they were being called 
to participate. Once they received this power, they were being called to action. Power that doesn’t produce 
anything, isn’t power at all. There was work to be done as Jesus was beginning to build His church 
through His body of believers.  The disciples didn’t understand all this, but as they watched Jesus ascend 
into the clouds, they knew that the power was coming soon; they just needed to wait expectantly. 

The power that the disciples received is power that is available to all of us who believe. It is power to do 
what seems impossible. It is power to be a witness for Jesus Christ. It is power that turns lights on in the 
darkness. Jesus still has work to accomplish through each of us. He is still building His church. Are you 
walking in His power? Is your life a shining witness of Him and His power working inside of you? As 
Warren Wiersbe once said, “We are not going to move this world by our criticism of it nor conformity to it, 
but by the combustion within it of lives ignited by the Spirit of God.” May you study these verses today 
and be encouraged in your own life. 

Acts 1: Receive Power
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RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 1:1-26

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 1:1-11

1.  In Acts 1:1-3 list the four things that Jesus did and taught prior to ascending into heaven.

2. As Jesus spoke to His disciples in verses 4 & 5, He told them to stay in Jerusalem and wait  
 for the Promise of the Father. That past year, as Jesus walked with the disciples, He told  
 them about this Promise that would come from the Father. It was now time for them to  
 remember. Look up the following verses and note what you learn about this promised   
 helper from God and how He would help the disciples in Christ’s physical absence. 

 John 14:16-18
  

 John 14:25-27

 John 15:26

 John 16:5-15
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3. What were the people concerned with in verse 6? Contrast that with Jesus’ concern in    
 verses 7 & 8. What rebuke did Jesus give and why? 

4. In Acts 1:8 Jesus speaks of the Holy Spirit coming “upon” them. The word “upon” is “epi”  
 in Greek. What was the purpose of this filling of the Holy Spirit? 

 a. Read John 20:21-22 and describe what happened. Then read Ephesians 1:13-14, 4:30  
  and 5:18.  Describe what happens to the believer at the time of salvation. 

 b. What is the difference between these two fillings of the Holy Spirit? 

5. Read Acts 1:9-11 and describe how Jesus was taken up into heaven. Why is this important  
 according to verse 11b? 

Experience 2: Acts 1:12-26

1. Read Acts 1:13-15. You see a long list of people who were gathered in the upper room who  
 would be Christ’s witnesses as the church began. Does anything stand out to you about  
 those present?  What were these people doing? 

“With one accord.” This phrase, which is found eleven times in the Book of Acts, is made up of two words that mean “same” and 
“mind.” The phrase speaks of people sharing the same mind or thinking like-mindedly. It does not refer to people who all think 
and feel the same way about everything, but to people who set aside personal feelings and commit themselves to one task - in 
this case witnessing to others about the Lord Jesus Christ (See Romans 15:5-6). (Nelson Study Bible, page 1815). 
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2. In Psalm 69:25 and Psalm 109:8, David spoke words of prophecy concerning an individual.  
 We know now that this was Judas Iscariot of whom he spoke.  We see these words repeated  
 in Acts 1:20. Read Acts 1:16-20. What was the purpose of Peter referencing David’s   
 prophecy as he addressed the believers present? 

3. In Acts 1:21-23 what were the qualifications for an apostle? Who did Peter propose could  
 fulfill this? 

4. Read Acts 1:24-26. In choosing the twelfth apostle note the two things they do and in  
 what order. Who did they choose? 

ACTING on God’s Word

As Brenda and I were working through this chapter, we stopped when we got to verse 8 and 
both shared stories about a time in our lives when we experienced the power of the Holy Spirit 
coming upon us prior to us being called by God to be a bold witness. Our faith was so encour-
aged as we listened to each other’s story and the effect that the Holy Spirit’s power had on us 
and our circumstances.  Scripture is clear that in order to be God’s witness we need His power. 
Feel free to answer one or all of the acting questions. 

1. In order to strengthen your faith and to encourage others, have you ever experienced the  
 power of the Holy Spirit coming upon you to be His witness? Describe this time. If you  
 cannot think of a time you were empowered as a witness by the Holy Spirit, pray and ask  
 the Holy Spirit to come upon you so you can be a bold witness for Him.

  

A
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2. The disciples of Jesus were told that they would be Christ’s witnesses in “Jerusalem, all of  
 Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” Notice that their witness started close to  
 home and went out from there as Christ was building the church of believers. We all have  
 people in our close proximity and afar off who need to hear about Jesus. Make a list of those  
 in your “Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria” who need salvation. Over the course of this study,  
 commit to praying for these people by asking God how you can be His witness to them. 

3. The Lord had a mighty work for His disciples to accomplish and He was giving them the  
 power to do it. Two times in this chapter we see the disciples distracted. They thought the  
 Kingdom was going to be restored to Israel right now (1:6), and when Jesus ascended to  
 heaven, they had to be told by two angels to stop looking at the clouds (1:11). I take com- 
 fort in the fact that others get distracted too! How about you? Are there distractions you are  
 allowing in your life that keep you from being a witness for Christ and doing the work He’s  
 called you to? What are those distractions? How can you apply these examples from today’s  
 verses to your life? 

You can’t have the power of God in you or upon you unless you’ve received Jesus Christ by faith. 
If you have never made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ, God is inviting you today. Turn 
to the introductory section and read through “Delighting in My Salvation.” 



Acts 1 • 6

         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer

D


