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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4

© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs

The flames of fire over the heads of Jesus’ disciples have ceased. The mighty rushing wind is no longer 
heard. The great time of worship and praise has quieted as the day of Pentecost came and went. The 
extraordinary experience was a distant memory as ordinary life resumed for the disciples. Today we’ll see 
Peter and John going about the ordinary and routine of their lives. Part of the daily routine of the Jews is 
temple prayer. As our chapter opens, Peter and John are going up to the temple together to pray at the 
daily afternoon prayer service. But even in the ordinary and routine of life, God often works in extraordi-
nary ways. The Holy Spirit’s power unleashed at Pentecost still remained as the Holy Spirit lived within 
them. I don’t know what it is about our daily schedules that can cause us to sometimes miss the power of 
Jesus being displayed. Do we get too intent on where we are going and what we have to do? Do we get too 
intent on schedules, demands, work, errands and everything in between that we miss the Holy Spirit’s 
promptings and the whisper of His voice? I (Stacy) know it sometimes happens to me. 

As we will see today, even in the ordinary, God wants to do the extraordinary. Peter and John will see a 
man, lame from birth, sitting outside the temple’s Gate Beautiful. The gate called Beautiful, overlaid with 
Corinthian brass, led into the court of the women. It served, in a sense, as the front door to the temple 
proper. Here, the lame man sat each day. As people passed by, he would ask for a handout. He needed 
something to ease his burden and pain; something to bring temporary refreshment. It was part of his daily 
routine. Peter won’t quickly pass him by. He will take notice of him. We don’t see him irritated or upset. 
It’s quite the contrary. We see Peter fix his eyes intently on this man. In this ordinary moment, Peter sees 
this man as Jesus does:  empty, broken, and needy. This man thinks a silver coin will fill his emptiness; 
Peter knows that only Jesus can fill that empty place. Peter knows there is power in the name of Jesus. 
And, even in the ordinary, Peter sees an opportunity for the power of the Holy Spirit to move. 

In faith and power, Peter lifts this man to his feet, and both Peter and this man witness the power of Jesus 
unleashed. There aren’t thousands gathered this time. There is one. One who needs Jesus. 

You see, the healing of this lame man was a direct act of Christ working through Peter. Through that 
touch, Christ was making contact with human need through His people. Through that touch and word 
spoken, the Holy Spirit was moving. Through that touch, a man was healed. Through that touch, others 
witnessed the power of the name of Jesus and came to faith in Him. 

All because a man, filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, walked expectantly in that power, even in the 
ordinary of his day. He yielded to the Holy Spirit working in Him. 

As we move through the chapter, we will see opposition grow out of this healing. But through that opposi-
tion, an even greater boldness will come. 

What does your ordinary life look like? I pray that we can learn from Peter and not look for extraordinary 
moments of Jesus outside the routine of our day, but look for it right in the midst of life’s routines and all 
that we may call “ordinary.” 

Acts 3: Ordinary Life, Extraordinary Power
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RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 3:1-26

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

1. Read Acts 3:1-3 and describe what is happening.

This is the Eastern Gate looking from the Mount of Olives. Behind this gate would be the Gate Beautiful which led 
to the Court of Women. For more detail, see map on the following page.

Photo taken by Stacy Davis
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There were three hours in the day, separate hours, at which people gathered to the Temple, and the evening hour 
was the hour of sacrifice, the night hour. The hour of prayer was half an hour after the sacrifice had been offered. 
In it the incense offering was ascending and men prayed. Peter and John went to the Temple, not at the hour of 
sacrifice, but at the hour of prayer which followed sacrifice. (G. Campbell Morgan, The Acts of the Apostles pg. 98)

2. Read Acts 3:4-7. How did Peter respond to this man’s request for money? How does his  
 response represent his faith in Jesus?

 a. Read John 14:12-14. What had Jesus already assured Peter before his death and   
  resurrection?  
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 b.   How is Peter responding to a human need through the power of the Holy Spirit?

3. Read Acts 3:8-11. Describe how the healing affected the lame man and those who   
 witnessed his healing.

4. Read Acts 3:12-16. When Peter saw the people marveling at this healing and ascribing him  
 the power and credit, he immediately spoke into what he saw. 

 a. What truths did he give about God? 

 b. What responsibility did he assign to them? 

 c. What did Peter say about the power of Jesus and faith in Him regarding this miracle? 

5.  Read Acts 3:17-21. Peter’s concern is about the repentant heart of his listeners and their  
 sin.  The people are amazed at the new life given to this lame man. How does Peter draw a  
 parallel between the restoration that comes from physical healing and the restoration that  
 comes through spiritual healing in Jesus? 
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This amazing sermon by Peter uses five different names or titles for the Lord: his servant Jesus (v13); the Holy and 
Righteous One (v. 14); the author of life (v. 15); the Christ (v. 20); and a prophet like me (v. 22). Remember that the 
name would trigger in all pious Jews a connection with the sacred, never pronounced personal name of God and his 
divine presence and power. Now Peter applies that most sacred name to Jesus of Nazareth. (Holman New 
Testament Commentary on Acts, pg. 52)

6.  Read Acts 3:22-26. Why does Peter remind the Jews of Moses’ prophecy concerning Jesus   
 and them?  What should be their personal response based on what Peter said and why? 

7. We see two outcomes of Peter’s sermon in Acts 4:1-4. Read these verses. What are the two  
 outcomes and how do they both come because of the power of the name of Jesus? 

ACTING on God’s Word

In the verses we studied today, we saw Peter and John going about their day. In the ordinary of 
their day their eyes were open to the people around them needing Jesus. We saw the Holy Spirit 
work through Peter and John by touching the physical body of the lame man, and he received 
healing.  As a result, many came to believe in Jesus.  

1. What have you learned today from Peter’s response to the lame man that you can apply to  
 your ordinary day? 

A
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2. What did you learn from the lame man’s response to Peter that you can apply to your life? 

3. Describe what you learned from Peter witnessing to those he came in contact with. From  
 this, what can you apply to your own life in the witnessing opportunities presented to you as  
 you go about your daily routine?  

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer 

D


