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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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Last week in Acts 3, we read that Peter, through the power of the Holy Spirit, healed the lame man by the 
gate called Beautiful and many people put their faith in Christ. I (Brenda) can only imagine how blessed 
and encouraged Peter and John must have been after seeing so many people believe in Christ, not to 
mention God performing a mighty miracle! But isn’t it just like Satan to try and rob the joy that occurs 
when something good is done in Jesus’ name? The enemy will often bring difficulty or conflict by trying to 
dissuade or discourage the servant of God.  

As we open Acts 4, we find Peter and John placed into custody with the local authorities overnight 
because they preached of Jesus’ resurrection. I am guessing that fear may have crept into the backs of their 
minds as they waited overnight. Being in jail would have certainly reminded them of how Jesus was taken 
captive before His crucifixion. In John 18 we find that it was Annas and Caiaphas, the high priest, who 
helped orchestrate Jesus’ death. Jesus spent a night in custody at Caiaphas’s house, and it was outside that 
same house that Peter denied Jesus three times. For Peter, perhaps it was a reminder of past failure; failure 
in his promise to go with Jesus to both prison and death (Luke 22:33). These things are not answered 
specifically in God’s Word, but as the chapter unfolds, what we will see is amazing courage and boldness 
in their dire circumstances. They exemplify what would later be written in 2 Timothy 1:7 which says, 
“For God did not give us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” They stand upon 
what they know to be truth and proclaim it to those who are persecuting them. They refuse to go along 
with the leaders’ commands because it is in direct opposition to what God had directed them to do. When 
they are finally released, they turn to the Lord and are strengthened in prayer with the body of believers 
asking God for even more boldness. What an example for us today in how to exercise our faith and trust 
in the Lord in difficult times. 

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 4:1-37

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 4:1-22

Acts 4: Courageous Acts
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1. Last week we looked at verses 1-4 in Chapter 4, and saw Peter and John arrested and   
 many come to Christ.  Let’s pick up in Acts 4:5 where the Jewish leadership is gathered,  
 and they are interrogating Peter and John. Read Acts 4:5-7.  Look at verse 7.  What   
 question do they ask Peter and John?

2. How does verse 8 describe Peter?  What does this indicate about the continual filling of  
 the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer?

 a. Read Matthew 10:16-20. How had Jesus already prepared Peter and John for this day?

3. Read Acts 4:9-12.  What was the judgment that was cast on Peter, and what judgment did  
 Peter cast on them?

4. Read Acts 4:13-14.  You will notice descriptive words regarding Peter and John.  How are  
 they described?  Why could the council say nothing against the healing that was   
 evidenced?

5. In verses 15-18, the Jewish leaders made a decision about what to do with Peter and John.   
 What was it, and why was the decision made?



         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

Acts 4 • 20© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs

6. Read Acts 4:19-22. What do we learn from Peter and John’s answer to the authorities? 

7. Read Romans 13:1-7. What does God say about government officials and our responsi- 
 bilities before them? 

 a.  Read Ephesians 1:19-23. Who is our ultimate authority? What would be the only   
  reason to go against the laws or authorities in this world?  

“From the beginning, God’s people have resisted any command that was against God’s will (for example, the 
Jewish midwives of Exodus 1; Moses’ parents in Hebrews 11:23; Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego in Daniel 
3).” (NKJV Thomas Nelson Study Bible)

Experience 2:  Acts 4:23-37

1. We see in Acts 4:23-31 that once Peter and John were released, they gathered with   
 believers, told them what happened and prayed.  Read these verses and note the specific  
 things they prayed.  Be sure to notice the outcome of their prayer in verse 31.

2. Peter and John’s obedience and Godly response had a great impact on the church. We read  
 of the impact it had on individuals and the church as a whole. Read Acts 4:32-37.  Then  
 look at the fruit of the Holy Spirit listed from Galatians 5:22-23. Next to each fruit listed,  
 write how the early church demonstrated this quality.

 Love

 Joy

 Peace

 Patience

 Kindness

 Goodness

 Faithfulness

 Gentleness 

 Self-Control
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ACTING on God’s Word

 “Be strong and courageous for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:9

1. Today we saw Peter and John respond courageously to persecution and circumstances that  
 could have taken their lives. Based on what you learned today, what were the keys to their  
 courage?  

2. Is courage needed in your own life? Check any areas that may apply. 

 ____Marriage  _____ Finances ____Health ____ Unpopular decisions

 _____Parenting  _____Unsaved family/friends    ____Job   

  ___Direction from God    ____Sharing Christ

 ____Other______________________________

3. Read over your answers to questions #1 and #2.  How can you use what you have learned  
 to walk more courageously in the power of the Holy Spirit? 

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray?

A

D
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Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer


