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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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We live in a cultural and political environment where our amendment rights are being challenged, Chris-
tian values are being criticized and men are making a mockery of God’s Word. The sanctity of life isn’t 
being upheld, nor is marriage as God intended it; one man to one woman. The Ten Commandments have 
been taken down from Court houses, and Christmas isn’t a celebration of Christ’s birth; it has become a 
“holiday” clouded with commercialism. We live in a time that our God-given rights and the truth of God’s 
Word are slowly eroding from our culture. It may not be long before a stand for God’s Truth, opening our 
Bibles in public, and speaking the name Jesus become more than offenses, but grounds for arrest. I (Stacy) 
shudder at the thought of it!  And yet, I believe that without a revival in our nation, these things may be 
seen in our generation. 

It begs the question, if asked to stand for God and His truths or cater to men, which would you choose? 

It is this very question that we see played out in today’s verses. Our chapter begins with a married couple 
selling a possession and then lying about the proceeds they gave to the church. The wife is in on this 
charade, and instead of doing what is right in God’s eyes, she chooses to cater to her husband by playing 
along with this lie. Sadly, in the end they both pay the price with their lives. For us, the consequence may 
seem harsh for the offense, but their sin was before the Lord. Their choices followed men, not God.  
Anytime we cater to men and compromise God’s truths, there will be a price to be paid. 

We see the opposite play out with Peter and some of the apostles. They, too, paid a price, but it  stemmed 
from their obedience to God. If you recall, the governing council commanded them not to speak of the 
name of Jesus. As believers in Christ, the name of Jesus is what gave them life and power; it’s what 
governed their actions. They couldn’t help but speak of him, and so they did. They knew that God was the 
final authority, and it was under that authority they acted. They were thrown in prison for their obedience 
to God. God moved powerfully on their behalf, blessing their obedience to Him. As a result, He protected 
them, used them as His mouthpiece to further His gospel and taught them that in this “they were counted 
worthy.” 

God has called each one of us “worthy” to suffer shame for His name. May He give us the strength and 
power, as He did the apostles, to speak of His name and declare His truths even when the government 
may tell us to be quiet. Sometimes the choice of obedience is within the four walls of our home; sometimes 
it is in the greater context of the world. Either way, may we fear God more than we ever fear men, and 
choose obedience to God.  Let’s dive into these verses today and see what God has to speak to our hearts 
on this topic.  

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 5:1-42

Acts 5: Whom Do You Obey? 

R
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 5:1-16

1. Read Acts 5:1-6 and answer the following questions: 

 a. What did Ananias and Sapphira do? 

 b. What could have been their motivation? 

 c. Who does Peter say is the initiator of lies? 

 d. What did Ananias conceive in his heart? 

 e. Who did he sin against? 

 f. What happened to Ananias? 

2. Read Proverbs 6:16-19. List the things that God hates. How do these verses support God’s  
 judgment? 

3. Read Acts 5:7-11. Peter questions Sapphira about her offering to the Lord and going along  
 with her husband’s choice. Knowing their choice went against God, what should Sapphira  
 have done? 

 a. What was the consequence for her sin? 

What Ananias did also must be seen in the context of its time.  This was a critical juncture for the early church, and 
such impurity, sin, scandal and satanic infiltration could have corrupted the entire church at its root. "The Church has 
never been harmed or hindered by opposition from without; it has been perpetually harmed and hindered by perils 
from within." (Morgan, as quoted in David Guzik commentary on Acts)
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4. Read Acts 5:12-16.  After Ananias and Sapphira died, we are told in Acts 5:11 that a great  
 fear came upon the church, and upon all those who heard what happened. In these verses,  
 how do you see the power of God being made known in the early church? How were   
 believers and unbelievers impacted by this? 

Experience 2: Acts 5:17-42

1. Read Acts 5:17-21. Here we see some of the apostles and Peter imprisoned again. Some- 
 thing supernatural happens. Describe the events. What were the apostles told to do?

2. Read Acts 5:22-29. The officers go to the prison cell looking for Peter and the apostles. To  
 their surprise, they find the cell empty with the guards standing outside the doors. Con- 
 fused,  the officers go tell the chief priest and learn that Peter and the disciples are in the  
 temple teaching in the name of Jesus. This, they had previously been forbidden to do. They  
 bring them peaceably before the council and begin questioning them. What reason do the  
 apostles give for their disobedience to the governmental command? 

3. In Acts 5:30-32, Peter responds to the officials with a salvation message. What are his four  
 points? How does this demonstrate his heart for the lost? 
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4. We read in Acts 5:33-34 that the governing council was furious with Peter’s answer and  
 plotted to kill these men. A wise Pharisee named Gamaliel, who is a respected teacher of  
 the law, steps in to speak words of wisdom and caution to the council. Before speaking, he  
 has the apostles put outside so they can’t hear the conversation. He then instructs these  
 men to leave the apostles alone and see what comes of their work. He uses two examples  
 to support his advice. Read Acts 5:35-37 and describe the examples he uses.

5. Read Acts 5:38-39. What does Gamaliel say will happen to the work of men over time?  
 What happens to the work of God? 

6. Finish the chapter by reading verses 40-42. How did the men in the council respond to  
 Gamaliel’s advice? How do the apostles respond? 

7. What does it mean to be “counted worthy” to suffer shame for His name, as seen in verse  
 41?
 

ACTING on God’s Word

1. In Acts 5:29 Peter and the other apostles don’t mince words when they boldly declare   
 before the Sanhedrin (government officials) that “we ought to obey God rather than men.”  
 We witnessed how Ananias and Sapphira did not apply this to an area of their lives and  
 how Peter and the apostles did. What did you learn from each example that you can apply  
 to your life?

A
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 Ananias/Sapphira: “You have not lied to men but to God” (v.3)

 Peter/Apostles: “We ought to obey God rather than men.” (v.29)

2. People pleasing is dangerous ground. Yet, I would imagine we have all dealt with it in some  
 capacity. Why is people pleasing dangerous in our walks with God? Can you identify some  
 root causes for why you might try to please people over God in certain circumstances? Be as  
 specific as you can. 

3. Why is it important to understand and apply the truth that all actions are first done before  
 God? How should this influence your choices? 

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 
D
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Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer 


