
Acts 6  -  LOVING OTHERS IN the name of Jesus
                                                                                    Oct.20, 2016,  Hedy Negron	

A BOXING MATCH

A.  The enemy attacks the early church:
            With relentless jabs, hooks, cross, and uppercut punches            !
B.  Did the apostles fight back?  How?
            The Sword of the Spirit
C.  Why did they use this tactic?
            The Holy Spirit and His agape love filled the apostles.
D.  Review Rounds 1, 2, and 3

LOVING THE GENTILES   Acts 6:1 - 6

A.  A complaint arose regarding Hellenistsʼ widows.  A jab comes from within.
Murmuring - secret debate, secret displeasure, not openly avowed (Strongʼs Concordance)

B.  Wisdom was employed as the first deacons were assigned to handle an issue of 
prejudice, gossip, and organization amongst believers.

    Greek men ministered to the needs of Greek speaking Jews.

C.  The Word of God increased, more believers were added, priests came to the faith.

LOVING THE RELIGIOUS HYPOCRITS   Acts 6:6 - 7:16

A.  Who was Stephen?
  ! A believer, filled with Holy Spirit, a good reputation, had wisdom
B.  What are the consequences of being a false witness?  A powerful uppercut strikes.
 	 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”  Ex. 20:16

C.  An angelʼs face?  What does that look like?
! The face of someone who has been with God glows!
               Ex.34:29

WALKING IN GODʼS LOVE

A.  God is love from the beginning Ex. 34:6, Deut.7:7, Jer.31:3

B.  God forgets our sins
“I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins...” Is.43:25

As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.  Psalm 103:12

C.  God restores us - Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me by your generous Spirit. Then I 
will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners shall be converted to You.  Ps.51:12-13
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The church under attack

Round Gift exercised Characters Opposition God is glorified

1 Gift of Faith
and healing
(Acts 3)

Peter, John, 
lame man,
Saducees, high 
priest, rulers, 
elders, scribes, 
Caiaphas

- Peter and John 
threatened not to speak 
or teach in Jesusʼ name

Religious leaders oppose

- Man is healed
- Peter witnesses boldly,
- 1000ʻs of believers 
were added to the 
church

2 Gift of 
Knowledge
(Acts 5)

Peter, apostles,
Ananias and 
Sapphira

- Hypocrisy and deception 
in the church

Believers deceive

- fear of God in church
- more new believers
- many healed

3 Gift of 
Healing
(Acts 5)

High priest & 
Sadducees, 
council 
members

- Jewish/religious leaders 
filled with jealousy tell 
them not to speak in the 
name of Jesus

- apostles beaten

Religious leaders oppose

- an angel freed apostles
- they rejoiced
- continued to teach and 

preach Jesus 
everywhere

4 Gift of 
Wisdom
(Acts 6)

Hellenists,
Hebrews,
Stephen + 6 
Greek apostles, 

- Murmurings of unfair 
treatment

- prejudice, favoritism led 
to neglect of Hellenistsʼ 
widows

Believers murmur, show 
favoritism

- Word of God increased
- more new believers
- many priests obeyed
- apostles used their gifts 

wisely

5 Gift of 
Teaching, 
wisdom,
agape love
(Acts 6)

Stephen, 
Freedmen, 
Jews from 
various 
synagogues,
scribes, council 
members

- false accusations 
against Stephen

- hypocrisy as accusers 
violate the 9th 
commandment 

  (Ex.20:16)

Religious leaders and 
their followers oppose

- Stephenʼs love & 
wisdom evident for all 
to witness

- His face like an angel 
(Ex.34:29)

- He uses Jewish history 
from Tora to prove 
Jesus as the Christ.

More 
to 

come
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