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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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In Acts 6, the first deacons will be assigned to the church. Since the chapter is relatively short, we will 
move into the first part of Acts 7 and read a portion of a rather lengthy message from one particular 
deacon named Stephen. Stephen was a devout man who was falsely accused of blasphemy against God. 
Several people stood to testify against him, but they lied. When Stephen was brought before the council, 
rather than trying to defend himself, he used it as an opportunity to encourage the Jewish leadership to see 
that they had missed their Messiah. By using the past, Stephen gave examples of how they have rejected 
many of the deliverers God had sent to them. Hoping that they may see Christ was sent to save them too, 
Stephen used Jewish history to try to make this point clear, but they rejected him as well.  

Being in Christian leadership has been one of my (Brenda) greatest joys, but it has also been where I have 
experienced some of my greatest discouragements. This past year, I experienced the sting of being falsely 
accused of ill intent.  When I met with the person who was accusing me, and tried to unravel the truth 
from the lies, I felt defensive and my spirit was crushed. I went to the Lord with my pain and my disap-
pointment, but the scar from the hurtful words had left a mark.  

It is no fun to be wounded in any way, but being wounded with words, perhaps, is the most common 
wound inflicted. When you serve the Lord, you become a target for the enemy. He stops at nothing, and 
tries to drag you down and stop you from making an impact for the Kingdom of God.  Satan has no 
problem stirring up dissension, but I believe he especially loves doing it within the church.  May we each 
remember that the people who serve us in the name of Jesus are not super humans.  They are just flesh 
and blood, fallible people who have said, “Yes” to something God asked them to do for Him.  May we all 
remember this before we open our mouths to say something that is not edifying.   

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 6-7:16

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 6:1-15

Acts 6-7:16: A Deacon Named Stephen
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1. Read Acts 6:1-4.  The apostles summoned the disciples to meet and discuss a problem   
 regarding the lack of attention given to some of the widows. The apostles understood that,  
 because they were experiencing growing pains in the church, they could not be deterred  
 from the ministry of prayer and the teaching of the word. Describe who they seek out to care  
 for the widows (verse 3).

2. Read Acts 6:5-8.  Stephen is one of the men chosen to care for the widows.  How is he  
 described in verses 8 and 15?  In verse 7, what do you learn resulted from the apostles Spirit- 
 filled decision making?

“The Hebrews were those Jews who were more inclined to embrace Jewish culture and were mostly from Judea. The 
Hellenists were those Jews who were more inclined to embrace Greek culture and were mostly from the Diaspora (all 
over the Roman Empire).  For the most part, Hebrews tended to regard Hellenists as unspiritual compromisers with 
Greek culture, and Hellenists regarded Hebrews as holier-than-thou traditionalists. There was already a natural 
suspicion between the two groups, and Satan tried to take advantage of that standing suspicion.” (David Guzik)

3. Read Acts 6:9-15.  A dispute arose from the synagogue of the Freedmen against Stephen.   
 They were not able to argue the words spoken by Stephen because they were said through the  
 power of the Holy Spirit. The Freedmen devised a plan to have men falsely accuse Stephen of  
 blasphemy. Describe all the ways that these men were trying to divide the work of the Lord.
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 a. Looking specifically at verses 11-14, what did they accuse Stephen of speaking   
  against? (There are four total.)

“Jews from many nations resided in Jerusalem in their own ‘quarters,’ and some of these ethnic groups had their 
own synagogues. The Freedmen (libertines) were the descendants of Jews who had previously been in bondage, 
but had won their freedom from Rome.” (W. Wiersbe, Be Dynamic, p. 106)

Experience 2:  Acts 7:1-16

1. In Acts 7:1, we see Stephen standing before the Sanhedrin facing charges of blasphemy.  
 The high priest questions Stephen by asking him if the charges against him are accurate.  
 Stephen answers from his Jewish heritage. Keep in mind, he is not really defending himself  
 but rather proclaiming the truth about Jesus in a way that can be understood by his
 audience. Read verses 2-8 and answer the following questions:

 a. In his rebuttal, Stephen begins recounting Jewish history by taking his Jewish
  audience back to their roots where it all began with Abraham.  What did Abraham’s  
  actions say about his obedience to God, and the promise God had for him and his  
  future generations?

 b. Stephen infers that God was always with Abraham in his travels. This denotes that  
  God is not always found in a temple as the Jews believed. How do you see God   
  present with Abraham? 

“Why would they make such accusations? Because Stephen was clearly teaching that Jesus was greater than 
Moses; that Jesus was God; that Jesus was greater than the temple; that Jesus was the fulfillment of the law; and 
that Jesus was greater than their religious customs and traditions.” (David Guzik)
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 c. In verse 8, Stephen references the covenant of circumcision. Read Genesis 17:9-14  
  and describe the purpose for the covenant. 

2.  Read Acts 7:9-16 and answer the following questions:

 a. How do we see God’s presence with Joseph in these verses?

 b. If you recall from Genesis 37, Joseph’s brothers initially rejected him.  However,   
  Joseph was used to deliver them later during the famine.  How is Joseph like a type
  of Christ?  What point was Stephen trying to make to his listeners by using this   
  example?

 

ACTING on God’s Word

“Then they secretly induced men to say, ‘We have heard him speak blasphemous words against 
Moses and God.’  And they stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came 
upon him, seized him and brought him to the council.” Acts 6:11-12

1. Read the verses above one more time.  Then circle the action words that are under-  
 lined for you.

2. Read these words in more detail from Blue Letter Bible:

 Induced – hypoballō. to throw or put under, to suggest to the mind, to instruct   
 privately, instigate, to bribe or induce (someone) unlawfully or secretly to    
 perform some misdeed or commit a crime to induce (a person esp. a witness) to give false  
 testimony.

 Stirred – sygkineō. to move together with others, to throw into commotion, excite,   
 stir up.

 Seized – synarpazō.  to seize by force, to catch or lay hold of (one so that he is no   
 longer his own master), to seize by force and carry away.
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3. There is an important progression that we have just examined from the words that are given  
 in Acts 6:11-12. Has there been a time when you have either been the recipient of this  
 progression or have been a part of fueling the progression?  Explain the effect it had on you  
 or others.

4. One of the things that amazes me about Stephen’s example from today’s text is that he did  
 not appear to take up an offense when he was falsely accused. In fact, when brought before  
 the council, his face appeared like the “face of an angel.”  To me, that speaks of a deep peace  
 abiding within him.  What can you learn from his example? The next time you are faced  
 with a verbal attack, will this enable you to stand under it, be at peace and full of the Holy  
 Spirit?
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer 
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