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Responding to the Text:  Stephen the Martyr 

Acts 5:41-42: 

“So they (Peter and the other disciples) departed from the presence of the council, 

rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.  And daily in the 

temple and in every house they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the 

Christ.” 

 

 Being a follower of Jesus Christ means that we can expect suffering.  

 

Summary of Acts/Main Points of Acts 7:1-16 

1. Stephen reminds the leadership that God made a covenant with Abraham which He has 
kept and it has been ultimately fulfilled through Christ.   

2. Using Jewish history, Stephen recounts the story of Joseph and Moses as an example of 
how the Jewish people first rejected and then accepted the prophets God sent to them. 
(These men are a type of Christ.) 

 

 There will always be those who reject God’s messengers and ultimately Christ. 

 

Summary/Main Point of Acts 7: 17-43 

3. Stephen uses the story of Moses to point out that he was met by God in the wilderness 
through a burning bush which proves that God’s presence is not limited to the Temple in 
Jerusalem.  Further, God commissioned Moses to lead the Israelites out of captivity 
even though he did not feel capable and the Israelites were rebellious and difficult. 
 

 God commissions His servants to do things they can only accomplish through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 

 

On Moses…by D.L. Moody 
“It has been said that Moses spent 40 years thinking he was somebody, then spent 40 years 
realizing he was nobody, then spent 40 years finding out what God could do with somebody 
who was a nobody!” 

 



 

 

Summary of Acts 7:44-50 

4. At this point Stephen has addressed all of the false accusations against him including 
speaking against “the holy place (the Temple), the law, and the customs of Moses” (Acts 
6:14).  But be sure to notice that his main objective was not to defend himself as it was 
to be a witness to the validity of Jesus as the Messiah. 

 

 God uses human witnesses to stand in dark places and proclaim truth to those who 
may not accept it. 

 

Summary of Acts 7:51-60 

5. Stephen boldly points out the spiritual condition of the Sanhedrin and gets a glimpse 
into heaven (Christ sitting at the right hand of God).   The leadership is furious and 
stones Stephen.  Notice that the Sanhedrin are rejecting Stephen and treating him 
similarly to Joseph, Moses and Christ. Saul, a member of the Sanhedrin, gave his 
approval to Stephen’s death.  Before too long – Saul becomes one of the greatest 
witnesses for Christ as well as the author of much of the New Testament.  
 

 Whenever one of God’s servants is permitted to be persecuted, Christ sees it and 
can bring unexpected good.  

 

 

Responding Globally: The Persecuted Church 

 
 
 

Responding Personally:  Be a Living Martyr 

 

The word Martyr mean in Greek  - “martys” pronounced “mar'-toos” means: 
a witness 
1 in a legal sense 
2 an historical sense (one who is a spectator of anything) 
3 in an ethical sense (those who have proved the strength and genuineness of their faith in 

Christ by undergoing a violent death) 

On Stephen…by David Guzik 
“God answered Stephen's prayer, and used it to touch the heart of a man who energetically 
agreed with his stoning, though the man didn't know the prayer was being answered. When 
we get to heaven, make sure to look up Stephen and thank him for every blessing brought 
through the ministry of Saul of Tarsus.  God heard Stephen's prayer, and Paul is the evidence 
of it. We have no idea how greatly God can use us in our times of suffering.” 
 

 


