
 Acts 7 • 35

         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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I (Stacy) was sitting in the salon chair getting my hair colored. I’ve been going to the same hair stylist for 
the past 6 or so years. She knows I’m a Christian and knows many details of my life. There is no shortage 
of conversation when you are getting your hair done. The last time I was there she shared with me that 
her dad passed away. Her dad had suffered from Alzheimer’s since I had known her. Her broken heart 
was evident as she shared the details of his passing and the pain that still plagues her. As I listened, I 
sensed the Holy Spirit prick my heart to share His love with her, but in my heart I began coming up with 
excuses. It is amazing to me the conversation that can take place in our hearts with the Holy Spirit when 
He is asking something of us that may be uncomfortable. What should have been an obedient “yes” 
became a litany of “I can’t.” And in that moment, I resisted the Holy Spirit’s prompting. I left this woman 
without hope and comfort. Even more, I don’t believe this woman is saved. It pains me to even recount the 
times I’ve resisted the Holy Spirit. It is so much nicer to share with you those mountaintop experiences. 
When I’ve said “Yes, Lord” and the results are powerful and life changing. But the truth is, if we are really 
honest with one another, we’ve all resisted the voice and power of the Holy Spirit at different times. 

To resist means to run against, to be adverse, strive against, or oppose. This is what I did that day in the 
hair salon, and it is what we see happen as we pick back up in Acts 7. If you recall, Stephen is standing 
before the Sanhedrin speaking to the Jewish leadership recounting their Jewish history. In all that he 
shares, he is trying to show them that they have resisted the deliverance God has offered. They resisted 
Moses, sent by God to deliver the children of Israel from Egyptian slavery, and now they are resisting 
deliverance offered through the Son of God. They have opposed, strived against and have been adverse to 
Jesus just as the past Jewish generations resisted God. 

As Stephen comes to the end of his speech, he looks at his audience and gives a rebuke that closely 
resembled God’s rebuke to the children of Israel after they had erected and worshipped a golden calf on 
Mount Sinai. In Genesis 33:5 God tells Moses to tell the children of Israel, “You are stiff-necked people. I 
could come up into your midst in one moment and consume you.” They had rebelled and run against the 
Lord Almighty just as these Jewish leaders had in Stephen’s midst. They rejected Jesus, and Stephen tells 
them they are “stiff-necked, uncircumcised in heart and ears and just like their fathers, always resisting the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 7:51).” As the sin in their rebellious hearts was laid bare for all to see and conviction 
flooded in, it is no wonder that, instead of receiving God’s messenger, they killed him. 

Resisting the Holy Spirit is a big deal and something not to be taken lightly. We see today the consequences 
as the eternity of these Jewish men was affected. We must always remember that eternity is on the line. 
When the Holy Spirit speaks, it is because He has work to accomplish. He has far reaching purposes. 
Stephen didn’t get to see the far reaching blessing of his obedience. Because of the Jewish rejection that 
day, the gospel message would go out to the Gentiles just as Jesus said it would. Even though the Jews 
resisted the Holy Spirit, many would come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ; all because one man 
obeyed the Holy Spirit. 

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 7:17-60

Acts 7 Part 2: Resisting The Holy Spirit
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 7:17-50

1. In his address to the Sanhedrin, Stephen continues recounting Jewish history concerning the  
 forefathers of faith. We pick up in Acts 7:17 in Egypt with Moses’ introduction. Read Acts  
 7:17-22 and list all you learn of Moses. 

2. If you remember the story of Moses from the Old Testament, you’ll remember that Moses was  
 raised by Pharaoh’s daughter and lived in the Egyptian palace. At that time, the Israelites  
 were enslaved to Pharaoh (Exodus 2). Read Acts 7:23-29 and describe the events that  
 Stephen recounts. In verse 25, what point does Stephen make concerning God, oppressors  
 and the children of Israel? 

3. Moses flees Egypt and goes into the land of Midian for 40 years. It is here that God speaks to  
 Moses (Exodus 3:1-12). Read Acts 7:30-36. In what form does God appear to Moses? Make a  
 list of the things you learn about God, Moses, and the Israelites’ hearts.
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 a. Read Acts 2:1-4. What form did God take on the day of Pentecost? How was this a  
  fulfillment of the promise from Acts 1:8b? Draw any parallels you see between the day  
  of Pentecost and Moses at the burning bush. 

4. Read Acts 7:37-43. Once again, we see the Israelites’ rejection of God to the extent that  
 they served other man-made gods. In verse 37 Moses speaks prophetic words about a   
 future deliverer. Who is Moses referring to, and what would the people need to do in order  
 to be delivered? 

5. Read Acts 7:44-50. Here we see Stephen trying to point out that God is not contained  
 within a tabernacle. God had set forth the pattern for the tabernacle and His dwelling   
 place with the children of Israel, but He was not contained exclusively within it. Stephen  
 makes a powerful statement in verse 48 that, through the lens of Jewish history, may have  
 rocked their world when spoken. What does Stephen say and how do the prophetic words  
 in verses 49 & 50 (from Isaiah 66:1-2) speak to God’s tabernacle? 

 a. Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. Where is God’s dwelling place? How does this support  
  what Stephen is saying? 
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Experience 2: Acts 7:51-60

1. Stephen now makes his words very personal toward his audience. Read Acts 7:51-53.   
 What accusations does he make against the Jews? 

2. Look up the following verses that speak to resisting the Holy Spirit and note what you   
 learn: 

 Isaiah 63:10

 Zechariah 7:12

 Matthew 12:31

 Ephesians 4:30-31

3. Read Acts 7:54-56. How did the members of the Sanhedrin respond? What does Stephen  
 see and declare? Why does this incite more anger from the Jewish leadership?

“We might also consider that Jesus is standing to give a “standing ovation” to Stephen whose fate makes him 
unique among believers. Stephen is the first of all martyrs among the followers of Jesus.” (David Guzik
commentary on Acts)

 4. Read Acts 7:57-60. Their anger provoked them to murder Stephen. What does Stephen do  
 as he is being stoned? From all you learned about him, how in the world is he able to   
 respond this way? 
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Most scholars believe Saul did not just stand by to serve as a coatrack. He apparently had some official role in 
the execution. We cannot determine whether he was actually a member of the Sanhedrin, but he definitely 
exercised some kind of delegated authority in the death of Stephen. (The Holman New Testament Commentary 
on Acts, pg. 111)

ACTING on God’s Word

1. How do you know when you’ve resisted the Holy Spirit? 

2. When was the last time you resisted a prompting from the Holy Spirit? Why did you   
 resist? Make a list of the excuses you may have used in your resistance. What lies from  
 the enemy fueled any of these excuses? 

3. If given the same opportunity again, how would you approach it differently?

A
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer 

D


