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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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I (Brenda) recently read an article online about Hudson Armerding, a former president of Wheaton 
College, and how God broke him of his prejudice. Dr. Armerding, a soldier in World War II, was conser-
vative in both his appearance and dress. During the 1960’s there were a lot of students who were a part of 
the counter-culture movement in their behaviors and choice of clothing.  He did not appreciate it at all, 
“because to him it represented unpatriotic draft-resisters, flag burners, and the like.”  As a result, he 
preferred that students who attended Wheaton not dress in a grubby counter-cultural fashion. His bias 
went even further to suggest “that it was biblically inappropriate for men to have long hair.” However, the 
staff at Wheaton allowed a measure of liberty among their students despite the President’s strong feelings.

One day Dr. Armerding was scheduled to speak in chapel. While gathering together to pray before the 
service began, a young man walked into the room. He had a beard and long hair, and was wearing a sash 
around his waist and sandals on his feet. Armerding looked at him and was sorry that he had come to 
prayer. Worse yet, the student sat down right next to the president. When they started praying, Armerding 
had a terrible attitude.  

Then the young man began to pray: “Dear Lord, you know how much I admire Dr. Armerding; how I 
appreciate his walk with you. I am grateful for what a man of God he is, and how he loves you and loves 
your people. Lord, bless him today. Give him liberty in the Holy Spirit and make him a real blessing to all 
of us in the student body. Help us to have open hearts to hear what he has to say, and may we do what 
you want us to do.”

As Dr. Armerding walked down the steps to go into the chapel, the Lord spoke to him about his attitude. 
After giving his message, he asked the young man to come to the platform. A ripple of whispering went 
through the students, many of whom thought that the president was going to dismiss the young man from 
school as an example to the rest of the students. But rather than rebuking him or dismissing him, everyone, 
including the young man, was surprised when Dr. Armerding put his arms around him and embraced him 
as a brother in Christ. It broke up the chapel service, as students stood and applauded, cried and 
embraced one another. God used that simple act of one man laying aside his prejudice to turn the mood on 
campus to greater love and acceptance of one another. Dr. Armerding later learned that this young man 
had adopted his appearance in order to reach some of his generation who were alienated from God and 
the church. (Hudson Armerding, Leadership [Tyndale], pp. 166-168).

In Acts 8, Jesus’ disciples minister without prejudice. They witness to several people including Simon who 
is involved in sorcery, the despised half Jew/half Gentile Samaritans, and to an Ethiopian eunuch.  Jesus 
had already made it clear that they were to go outside their hometown of Jerusalem and preach to Judea, 
Samaria and the uttermost parts of the earth (Acts 1:8). This meant there could be no room in their 
hearts for prejudice.  These men were full of the Holy Spirit, and since He “shows no partiality” (Acts 
10:34), it is clear they did not either.  

What a beautiful example of unbiased service. To say, “I will go Lord. I will put my own feelings aside and 
serve wherever you want me to go” is incredible. As we open our Bible’s today, ask God to reveal to you 
any area of partiality you may have, and ask Him to replace it with a fresh filling of His Holy Spirit’s love. 

Acts 8: No Room For Prejudice
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RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 8:1-40

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 8:1-25

1. In Acts 8:1-4 we learn that Saul (Paul) consents to the death of Stephen.  Stephen’s death  
 marked the start of persecution in the church. The church was scattered through Judea and  
 Samaria, just as Jesus said it would in Acts 1.  However, the apostles remained in Jerusalem.  
 Saul wreaks havoc upon believers in Christ and sends them to prison. In Acts 6:5 we met  
 Philip when he was made a deacon, and here we see him reappear on the scene.  Read Acts  
 8:5-8 and answer the following questions:

 a. Where did Philip go? 

 b. What did he preach?

 c. Why was it necessary?

 d. What was the result?

2. Read Acts 8:9-13.  Explain how Simon and the town of Samaria change once Philip comes to  
 town preaching the truth.

“After the Jews had rejected the gospel again, we see God extending the offer of salvation in Jesus out to other 
peoples, beginning with the Samaritans. Who were the Samaritans?  Six hundred years before this, the Assyrians 
conquered this area of northern Israel and they deported all the wealthy and middle-class Jews from the area. Then 
they moved in a pagan population from afar. These pagans intermarried with the lowest classes of remaining Jews in 
northern Israel, and from these people came the Samaritans. Jews hated the Samaritans. They considered them 
compromising half-breeds who corrupted the worship of the true God. There was deep-seated prejudice, amounting 
almost to hatred, standing between the Jews and the Samaritans.  Why did Philip preach Christ to them? Because 
Jesus had touched Philip, there was no room for this kind of prejudice in his heart. He wasn't a racist towards the 
Samaritans.”  (David Guzik)
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3. Peter and John come to help Philip minister to the people of Samaria.  Read Acts 8:14-17.   
 Once they arrived, what was their ministry’s focus? 

 
4. Read verses 18-25.  A rather odd request comes from Simon. He asks Peter to give him the  
 power to bestow the Holy Spirit upon others, and offers to pay him for this ability. Peter is  
 rather charged up in his reply to Simon. 
 
 a. Why was this an offensive request before God?

 b. In verses 20-23, Peter notices sin in Simon’s life and says to him, “For I see that you  
  are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity.”  Read Hebrews 12:14-17. Now   
  connect these two verses with this question.  Why might Peter have felt the need to  
  address repentance, prayer and righteousness with Simon? 

Experience 2:  Acts 8:26-40

1. Read Acts 8:26-35.  Philip is an obedient disciple of Christ. When God gave him a
 command, he immediately responded. God has Philip on a divine appointment with a man  
 we simply know as the “Ethiopian eunuch.” List the spiritual things that you see the   
 eunuch doing. What key thing is missing and how does Philip address it?

  

“This court official did not come from what we know as Ethiopia today; his home was in ancient Nubia, located 
south of Egypt.” (W. Weirsbe, Be Dynamic, p. 124)
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“Technically a eunuch is a man who has been emasculated. However, by the first century the term had become a 
government title used for important military or political officials.” (NKJV Thomas Nelson Study Bible)

2. Read Acts 8:36-40.  After listening to Philip, the eunuch is excited to follow all that he has  
 learned.  Clearly Philip has instructed him in water baptism.  As soon as they encounter a  
 body of water, the eunuch asks to be baptized. How does verse 37 give us clear instruction  
 regarding Christian baptism? 

3.  In today’s text, we observed Philip use effective witnessing tools.   

 a. Describe what you learned from this passage about the process of witnessing to other  
  people.

 b. Read 1 Corinthians 3:6-7. From these verses and what we learned in Acts 8:26, why is  
  it important to be led by the Holy Spirit when witnessing?

“Suddenly, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, while the Ethiopian was still in the water where he was 
baptized! He was then "transported" supernaturally to the former Philistine city of Azotus (also known as Ashdod).” 
(David Guzik)

ACTING on God’s Word
In our opening paragraph to this chapter, we read about how biases can be a real stumbling 
block in our service for the Lord.  Examine your heart before the Lord while you work through 
these questions.
  

A
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1. What do you believe are some common evangelical Christian prejudices found in our   
 culture?

2. Do you ever hide behind any excuses for not associating with particular people?  Why or  
 why not?

3. After studying through Acts 8, are there any culturally different people you feel called to  
 approach?  And if so, how is God directing you? 
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer 

D


