
 Acts 9 • 47

         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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“But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine
 to bear My name before Gentiles, kings and the children of Israel.’” 

Acts 9:15

Acts 9 is a rather well known passage because it tells of Saul’s powerful encounter with the living God, 
Jesus Christ, on the road to Damascus. Saul’s mission in life was to extinguish anyone who followed 
Christ and, ultimately, stop this new movement that proclaimed Jesus was the Messiah. But God had 
other plans for this passionately evil man. He stopped Saul in his tracks and asked him a few questions. 
After seeing Jesus, he became blind and stayed that way for three days. However, once the “scales” of 
blindness fell away, God harnessed this man’s pas-sion in a totally new direction and for His purposes. He 
was a man on a mission to tell others about Jesus, the Messiah. From the beginning of Saul’s life, God had 
chosen him to bear His name. Saul then walked in his foreordained calling as God’s chosen vessel.

But Saul’s conversion only takes up about 22 verses of the 43 in Acts 9. There are other chosen vessels at 
work in this chapter and, sadly, I think they may be overshadowed by the larger than life experience and 
transformation of Saul. Do not misunderstand me (Brenda); what happened to Saul is like no other story 
I know of in the Bible. But I hope by the time you finish studying Acts 9, you will also come to appreciate 
some of the overlooked vessels that are also included: people such as Ananias, Barnabas, Peter, Aeneas, 
Tabitha (Dorcas) and Simon (the tanner).

Upon the day of our salvation, God gives us gifts and He has plans for how He would like them adminis-
tered. Yet, sadly, I believe that those who are not in the limelight of ministry may believe that they are not 
as instrumental to the Lord as those who are.  This is not true. In 1 Corinthians 12:27-28 we read, 
“Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. And God had appointed these in the church:  
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, administra-
tion, various tongues.” Interestingly, it would be Paul (Saul) who would record that verse because he 
recognized the power of the body of Christ working in unity, using their gifts together. These gifts are not 
listed in order of importance, for in the body of Christ every gift is of value. The early church was made 
up of many, many ordinary people. At the time, they may not have realized they were doing extraordinary 
things, because they were just using the gifts they had been given.  

If I could sit across from you right now as you are reading this page, I would look you in the eyes and tell 
you, “You are gifted. No one else can do the gift God has given you just the way you can. You are valued. 
God has chosen you and given you a gift to share. You are seen and known by God. He is orchestrating 
your life in ways you may never fully understand, in order to bless and further His kingdom. You are 
loved. God loves you passionately and has stopped at nothing to save you. He wants you to give His love 
to others through your calling and gifts.”  

Perhaps you have never heard these words spoken to you by any other person on earth, but your Heavenly 
Father says them about you through His Word. You are gifted, valued, seen, known, and loved deeply by 
Him. Be encouraged today! 

Acts 9: The Chosen Vessel
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RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read: Acts 9:1-43

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 9:1-19

1. Read Acts 9:1-2.  Here we learn that Saul is continuing to persecute the church.  Read  
 Galatians 1:13 and describe what his ultimate goal was through this persecution. 

2. Read Philippians 3:5-6 and Acts 22:3-5. List how Saul describes himself. 

Here, Christianity is referred to as The Way [There is a present day group of people who call themselves “The Way.” 
We are not referring to them as they hold to false teaching.] This seems to be the earliest "name" for the Christian 
movement, and a fitting one - used five times in Acts. The name “The Way” means that Christianity is more than a 
belief or a set of opinions or doctrines. Following Jesus is a way of living as well as believing. (David Guzik)

3. Read Acts 9:3-9.  Describe Saul’s conversion experience. What two questions does he ask of  
 the Lord, and why are they important for any believer to answer?



         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

Acts 9 • 49© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs

4. “A goad was a long, extremely sharp stick that was used to get an ox going the way you  
 wanted him to when you were plowing. You would jab the hind legs of the ox with the goad  
 until the ox cooperated.” (David Guzik) Why did God use the phrase “kick against the  
 goads” regarding Saul’s behavior?

5. Read Acts 9:10-19.  Ananias was a willing disciple of Jesus living in Damascus.  I love his  
 honesty with God regarding his fear of Saul, but he is obedient to go to him anyway. What  
 is the outcome of his visit with Saul?

6. What two key truths do you notice in verses 15 and 16 that apply to anyone who is a   
 follower of Christ? 

    

a. What three groups has God assigned Saul to bear his name?  What do you find interesting  
 about this list?

7. In summation of the first 19 verses of this chapter, let’s take a look at the significant   
 changes Saul has experienced since his encounter with Jesus. Write down what you learn.
 
 Acts 9: 8,9 –

 Acts 9: 11 –

 Acts 9: 17 – 

 Acts 9: 19 –
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Experience 2:  Acts 9:20-31

1. Read Acts 9:20-22. Saul immediately begins preaching in the synagogues about Jesus. His  
 behavior is shocking to many. Read the words that Saul (Paul) would write sometime later  
 to the church in Corinth in 2 Corinthians 5:17. How does this verse help to explain his  
 behaviors as seen in Acts 9:20-22?

2. Read Acts 9:23-25. How is Saul’s escape just the beginning of what Jesus said would   
 happen to him in Acts 9:16?

3. In Acts 9:26-27 we are reintroduced to a man named Barnabas (Son of Encouragement)  
 who we met back in Acts 4:36. How does he act as an encouragement to both Saul and the  
 disciples in verses 26-27? 

4. In Acts 6:1 we were introduced to the Hellenistic Jews. They were in attendance at   
 Stephen’s trial and stoning. Read Acts 9:28-31. What irony do you notice between the  
 work that Stephen started and the work Saul is now continuing? 

“Then the churches…had peace.”  Acts 9:31
“This peace was not due solely to Saul’s conversion. Tiberius, the emperor of Rome, died around this time. He was 
replaced by Caligula, who wanted to erect a statue of himself in the temple at Jerusalem. Thus Jewish energy was 
directed away from persecuting Christians and toward Caligula.”  (NJKV Thomas Nelson Study Bible)
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Experience 3:  Acts 9:32-43

1. Read Acts 9:32-35. Considering that Lydda was approximately 25 miles from Jerusalem,  
 Peter was certainly getting around to “all parts of the country.” Describe the miracle the  
 Lord performed through Peter and the impact it had on the community in Lydda. Include  
 any phrases that particularly stand out to you.

2. Our final passage for this week is Acts 9:36-43. Read these verses, and tell in your own  
 words the miracle healing Tabitha received and its spiritual effect.  

ACTING on God’s Word

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” 

Ephesians 2:10

A
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1. Tabitha had a heart for the needs of others and the gift to sew. There is something so   
 beautiful about the simplicity of her service that is performed outside of the public   
 spotlight. What can we learn from this woman’s example?  

2. What are the gifts God has given you?  List them below.

3. Do you ever feel your gift is not useful or important?  Why or why not?
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4. Do you ever wish you had a different gift? If so, what is it?

5. What have you learned today in Acts 9 about the “unsung” heroes we read about, and how  
 does that encourage you in the ways that you serve the Lord?

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray?

D
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Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

 

Close in Prayer 


