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Proverbs 18:21 “Death and life are in the power of the tongue.” 

 

             

 When has your life intersected with someone else’s for God’s purposes? 
 

The Problem: Acts 10:24-48 The Truth from Acts:  The Question:    Jesus example: 

People pleasers “bow” to 
others. 
V. 25 Cornelius was in awe of 
Peter and he immediately 
bowed down before him.  
 

V. 26 - all people are the same. 
  
V. 28,34 - God does not show 
favoritism – therefore neither 
should we.  
 
Recognize – People pleasing is 
a form of idolatry. 

Am I a people 
pleaser?   
Do I “bow” to 
others, particularly 
influential people? 
 

Matthew 4:9-11  
The Temptation of 
Christ in the 
Wilderness 
 

People pleasers may change 
what they say according to 
what their audience wants to 
hear.   
 
 
 
 

V.37-43 – Peter’s message is 
the same with the Gentiles 
and the Jews – his message 
did not change.  He spoke the 
truth of Jesus Christ to the 
Gentiles.   
V. 42 – to preach to everyone, 
everywhere (Acts 1:8).  No 
people pleasing here. 
V. 44 – the HS falls upon them 
 
Recognize – we need to speak 
the same truth no matter who 
the audience. 

Am I a people 
pleaser?   
Do my words 
change based on 
what others want to 
hear? 
 

John 8:7-11 
The Woman Caught in 
Adultery 

People pleasers may change 
their actions according to 
what will be 
popular/accepted according 
to what their audience wants 
to see. 

Peter baptizes the Gentiles, 
just as he would any Jewish 
convert. He stayed with 
Cornelius for several days.  
 
Recognize - our actions need 
to be the same no matter who 
we are with. 

Am I a people 
pleaser?   
Do my actions 
change based on 
what others want to 
see?   

Jesus’ actions were 
always consistent.  No 
matter if he was with 
tax collectors, 
prostitutes or Pontius 
Pilot!  Hebrews 13:8 
“Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, today 
and forever.”  

 

Cornelius Peter Intersection 
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The Problem: Acts 11:1-18 The Truth from Acts: The Question:   Jesus example 

People pleasers want 
everyone to like them, 
especially friends and family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter brought other believers 
with him.  When possible 
surround yourself with 
believers who also want to 
please God. 
 
V. 4-16 – Peter repeats God’s 
directions 
V. 17 – Who was I to stand in 
God’s way? 
V. 18 – unusual response.  
Many people would not react 
this way, but fellow believers 
should. 
 
Recognize -  not everyone will 
like you, in fact, many will hate 
you because of Christ.  (Mark 
13:13) 
 

Am I a people 
pleaser?   
Do I want everyone 
to like me and work 
hard to achieve that 
goal?  
 

Jesus had both friends 
and family who did not 
support Him and yet 
He focused on pleasing 
His Father more than 
man. 
 
Mark 3:21 “But when 
His own people heard 
about this, they went 
out to lay hold of Him, 
for they said, ‘He is out 
of His mind.’”   
 
John 5:30 “I do not 
seek My own will but 
the will of the Father 
who sent me.” 

The Problem: Acts 11:19-30 The Solution The Question:   Jesus example 

A people pleaser will not 
want to associate with others 
who do not make them look 
good or harm their status 
before those whom they 
esteem. 
 
 
 
 

V. 19-21 - Unnamed disciples 
were willing to associate with 
others from a different culture 
in order to spread the gospel 
message.   
V. 22-26 - Barnabas was willing 
to go find Saul, who the 
disciples in Jerusalem were 
afraid of because they did not 
think Saul’s conversion was 
genuine.  
 
 

Am I a people 
pleaser?   
Do I avoid those 
who may be 
perceived as 
undesirable or 
unpopular? 
 

Luke 7:36-50 
A “Sinful” Woman 
anoints Jesus Feet 
 
“Now when the 
Pharisee who had 
invited Him saw this, 
he spoke to himself, 
saying, “This Man, if He 
were a prophet, would 
know who and what 
manner of woman this 
is who is touching Him, 
for she is a sinner.”  

 
Galatians 1:10 “For do I now persuade men or God?  Or do I seek to please men?  For if I still 

pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ.” 
 

Recognize - is hard to be a bondservant of Christ if you are trying to please man. 
 
 
 
 


