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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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After Jesus’ death and resurrection, Jesus' time on earth was coming to a close. In Matthew 28 Jesus gave 
a commission to His disciples. That commission was simple: Go out into the world and teach others about 
Jesus; baptizing them in His name. It was a Spirit-led and God-empowered commission for the disciples to 
further the gospel, save souls and make disciples. As Jesus spoke this commission over the disciples, He 
also reminded them that He would be with them to the end of the age. They would never be alone. They 
needed to hear that and remember it, because great opposition would come against the message and the 
messengers. 

And so the work of Jesus and the message of the cross went out to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the 
ends of the earth. 

But sometimes, God’s calling becomes more specific. God often has a specific work to do and He chooses 
the one whom He will do it through. He knows the right one for the job. It isn’t because of our resume. It 
isn’t because of how we look. It isn’t because of the family we were born into or the friends we have. It is 
about who God wants to reach and who He desires to use in order to accomplish His work. God’s work 
will always be about Him, people and their eternity. He chose Abraham to leave the familiar, enter 
Canaan and be the Father of all nations through Isaac, his son. He chose Moses to lead the children of 
Israel out of Egypt. He chose Joshua to lead the children of Israel into the Promised Land. He chose David 
to be King of Israel, and Jonah to speak truth to the Ninevites. There are so many examples in the Bible of 
God’s calling on specific people! 

We will see one today. Paul, previously called Saul, and Barnabas were in Jerusalem sharing the gospel. 
They had finished the work God called them to and returned to the church in Antioch. There they spent 
some time with the church leaders worshipping God, fasting and praying as they gave themselves to the 
Lord. It was then that the Holy Spirit moved in one accord. The Holy Spirit called Paul and Barnabas to 
go and share the gospel to the people in Cyprus and Galatia. They didn’t waste any time as they followed 
the leading of the Holy Spirit. Great opposition came against them as a sorcerer tried to hinder their 
message, and the Jewish leaders grew envious. We see Paul and Barnabas stand steadfast in their calling. 
Despite opposition, they don’t back down in preaching the gospel. As a result, God moves powerfully 
through them and many get saved. Through Paul and Barnabas, God also opens the door of salvation to 
the Gentiles. It is a powerful chapter as we see two men submitted to God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
doing what God called them to do. 

God has a calling for each of us. You aren’t excluded from His plan. He needs you and wants you to fulfill 
the calling He’s placed on your life. He knows the work is great and the opposition is sometimes fierce. 
The enemy does not like the message of salvation going forth and tries with his limited resources to stop it. 
But we see in Paul and Barnabas a steadfast tenacity to God and His work. Oh, may we all have that 
steadfastness! Sometimes the steadfastness is in the waiting for God to direct in the calling. Sometimes the 
steadfastness is in the work itself. May we take heart that Paul and Barnabas did God’s work with great 
joy; filled with the Holy Spirit. As God told the disciples back in Matthew, He is with us in the work even 
to the end of the age. I  (Stacy) pray you are encouraged today as you study Acts 13. 

Acts 13: God’s Calling
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RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 13:1-52

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 12:25-Acts 13:1-5

1. Read Acts 12:25. Then to refresh your memory, read Acts 11:19-26 and summarize the  
 ministry that Barnabas and Saul (Paul) had fulfilled in Antioch. 

2. In Acts 13:1-5, Barnabas and Paul met with the elders in the church at Antioch. What were  
 they doing collectively when the Holy Spirit spoke to them? Why are these actions necessary  
 when we are seeking God’s direction and calling? 

 a. The word “ministering” means to perform a service or to do a work that comes at your  
  own expense. Why is this important to consider when saying “Yes” to God? 

 b. Based on these verses, how were Barnabas and Paul sent out on their first missionary  
  journey? How should this be an example for the church to follow?
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 c.  Read verse 5. What was the number one focus of Barnabas and Paul’s missionary work?

Experience 2: Acts 13:6-12

1.  As Barnabas and Paul arrive in Paphos, they meet a sorcerer/false prophet names Bar-Jesus  
 (Elymas) and a politician named Sergius Paulus. 

 a. Based on these verses, how do you see the enemy rise up against God’s work? 

      b. How does Saul respond to the enemy through the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Map of Paul’s �rst missionary journey
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 c. How does the Lord handle the opposition? 

     d. What effect did this have on the proconsul, Sergius Paulus? 

Proconsuls were governors appointed by the Roman senate; procurators, on the other hand, were appointed by 
the emperor. (The Bible Knowledge Commentary, pg. 388) Sergius Paulus was the first Gentile ruler to believe in 
the gospel. 

Experience 3: Acts 13:13-41

1. In Acts 13:13-15, Paul and Barnabas leave Paphos and arrive in Perga in Pamphylia, but  
 John leaves the group to go back to Jerusalem. Paul and Barnabas travel on to Antioch in  
 Pisidia (this is a different Antioch than where they began). They arrive in town and go to  
 the local synagogue while God’s Word is being read. Keep in mind that there were both  
 Jews and Gentiles in the synagogue. During that time, traveling rabbis would often be   
 asked in the synagogue if they wanted to speak. Conybeare & Howson in the Life &   
 Epistles of St. Paul says, “Paul & Barnabas, as strangers wearing the Tallith, which was the  
 badge of an Israelite,….were asked if they, as newcomers, had any words of comfort or   
 instruction to speak to their fellow Israelites” (pg. 139). What was Paul’s word of exhorta- 
 tion or urging for the congregation? 

2. Read verses 16-41. What important points did Paul make concerning: 

 
 a. The Jewish forefathers and Jewish history?

 b. God’s promises and provision? 
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 c. God’s plan of salvation? 

 d. The application for the Jewish audience present? 
 

 e. The application for the Gentiles who were present?

Experience 4: Acts 13:42-52
 
1. What stands out to you in verse 42 regarding the Gentiles’ response? 

2. What stands out to you in verse 43 regarding Paul and Barnabas and their ministry to the  
 people?

3.   Read verses 44-52 and answer the following questions:

 a. How did the Jewish leaders respond to Paul’s preaching and why? 

 b. How did Paul and Barnabas respond to the opposition?

 c. Read Isaiah 49:6 and John 10:16. How are the Gentiles part of God’s salvation plan  
  as He is building the church? 

 d. Read Matthew 10:14. Why did Jesus tell the disciples to “shake the dust off their   
  feet?”  What does this action symbolize? 
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ACTING on God’s Word

“As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Now separate out to Me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’”  Acts 13:2

In the beginning of Acts 13, we learned that the Holy Spirit separated out Barnabas and Saul 
from among the church to go and do a work for Him. This is the third time the Bible records 
Saul being set apart by God.  

1. Look up the following three verses and describe how Saul was separated out. 

 a. Galatians 1:15 

 b. Romans 1:1 
 
 
 c. Acts 13:3   

2.  Saul is an example for us because we all have been called by God in a similar fashion.  Read  
 the following verses and note what you learn about your calling. Then fill in the blank and  
 answer the follow-up question.

 Ephesians 1:4
 I have been called to _________________________________________.
 When did you answer this calling?

 Matthew 28:18-20
 I have been called to _________________________________________. 
 How are you answering this calling daily?

 Ephesians 2:10
 I have been called to _________________________________________.
 How are you actively fulfilling this calling?

 If you are not, seek God through worship, prayer and fasting and allow His Holy Spirit to  
 direct you. 

A
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

 

Close in Prayer 

D


