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Acts 21:1-14
Paul finishes his 3rd missionary journey
Covered 12+ years (46AD-57/58AD)
Traveled over 12,000 miles
Started in Acts 13:2 through the calling, sending and guidance of the Holy Spirit
Will end today in Jerusalem

How did Paul know he was following God’s will in all his travels? What was it that kept him on 
God’s course? 

Background on Acts 21:1-14 
Romans 1:8-15
v.9 “For God is my witness, whom I ______________ with my ______________.”
v. 10 “…I may find a way in the ______________ of____________ to come to you.” 

Romans 15:20-32
v. 20 “I have made it my ___________ to preach the gospel….”
v. 32 “that I may come to you with joy, by the _________ of ____________.”

Acts 21:4-6 A Warning Comes
Why didn’t Paul seem fazed by warning? 
Acts 19:21 “__________________ in the ________________ to go to Jerusalem and then to 
Rome. 
Acts 20:22 “__________________ in the ________________ to go to Jerusalem, not knowing 
the things that will happened to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, 
saying that chains and tribulations await me.” 

Purposed: Tithemi: to set, to put down, to lay off, to set forth, establish
Bound: Deo: to bind or fasten, compelled by convictions under the constraining power of the 
Spirit of God

Paul set down his desires and established his steps in the Spirit. He wasn’t concerned with 
chains and tribulations. 

Acts 21:7-8
• Paul and his traveling companions go to Caesarea and stay with ________________ the Evangelist. 
• 20 years prior, Philip was scattered out of Jerusalem and went to Samaria after Paul, then 

Saul, was persecuting Christians. Meet face to face. 

Acts 21:9-11 A Second Warning 
• Philip had 4 virgin daughters with gift of prophecy
• Agabus (Acts 11) comes and gives Paul a second warning. He didn’t say “don’t go.” He 

prophesied about what was going to happen to Paul in Jerusalem. He would be bound by the 
Jews and delivered to the Gentiles. 

Acts 21:12-14 (The Brethren’s Response and Paul’s Response)
• The brethren get emotional
• They pleaded with him not to go
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• Paul tells them to stop. He is ready to be bound and die for the name of Jesus.
• They all said, “the ______________ of the _____________ be done.”
• Paul would later write in Acts 23:1 and 2 Timothy 3 that he had lived and served God all his 

life with a _______________ and ________________ conscience. He was acting in God’s will 
by going to Jerusalem. 

The Process of Seeking God’s Will
1. Prayer - Philippians 4:6
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by _________________ and ___________________, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known by God;” 

Prayer is the believer’s communication channel. Every relationship needs communication. Our 
spirit interacts with God’s spirit. Prayer is how we __________ and ________ from God. 

John 10:27 “The sheep hear my voice and I know them, and they follow Me.” 

2. The Word of God - Hebrews 4:12
“For the Word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the division of the soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

God’s Word is our ___________ through life and every decision. God will never tell you to do 
something against His Word.  
Seek with a pure heart for God to speak not for God to fulfill your agenda. 

3. Peace - Philippians 4:7
“and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.” 

4. Faith - Hebrews 11:6
“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He 
is and that He is the rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” 

Romans 10:17
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

Acts 21:15-36
Paul and his traveling companions enter Jerusalem. They learn that the Jews are upset 
because Paul is not teaching according to the law. Paul, under the suggestion of his fellow 
believers, sponsors 4 Jews going through purification vow to demonstrate his support of the law. 
This would not compromise his faith so he agrees to go through process with them. He went 
with the men into the temple for the purification offerings. When the Jews see Paul in the 
temple, they accuse him of bringing a gentile into the Jewish courts. An uproar breaks out and 
Paul is seized and beaten. The commander in the Antonia Fortress sees the chaos, sends 
soldiers to stop the riots. The commander demands Paul be bound in two chains and tries to 
understand what is going on all the while the people shout, ‘Away with him!

Application
How are you seeking God right now for something in your life? 

What did you learn from Acts 21 to help you seek God, trust God and walk in His will for you?


