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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.”
“God always gives His best to those who leave the choice with Him.”

Jim Elliot

After reading Life Magazine on January 30,1956, some may have thought, “What a tragic waste of 
life!” when they learned about the deaths of Ed McCully, Roger Youderian, Nate Saint, Pete Fleming 
and Jim Elliot who died while initiating contact with the Auca tribe in Ecuador. Yet, this was certainly 
not God’s perspective. He was just beginning His work through these men because their deaths would 
impact many worldwide.   

Jim Elliot and his team first discovered the Auca huts with the help of a missionary jungle pilot, Nate 
Saint. Their initial attempt to contact the Aucas was by airplane. They would fly around the camp 
shouting words of friendship in the Auca language and dropping down gifts in a basket. After three or 
four months of gift dropping, they decided to enter the Auca territory and stay for a period of time. On 
Jan 8, 1956, two Auca women walked out of the jungle, and Jim and Pete excitedly approached them. 
As they got closer, the women did not seem friendly. There was a loud outcry as a group of Auca 
warriors appeared with their spears raised behind the women from the jungle. Jim Elliot reached for the 
gun in his pocket. He could have chosen to save the group and himself, but decided not to use the gun for 
protection. The missionary men had vowed not to kill an Auca who did not know Jesus in order to save 
himself from being killed. So within seconds, the Auca warriors threw their spears and all five missionar-
ies entered into the presence of the Lord. 

After Jim’s death, Elisabeth Elliot, her daughter and a sister of one of the other missionaries, Rachel 
Saint, continued to initiate contact with the Auca Indians. They were successful in demonstrating the 
love of Christ to them through their forgiveness. It also allowed them to have amazing successful outreach 
with Auca people.  

The lives of Ed, Roger, Nate, Pete and Jim were not wasted.  In fact, God used their deaths to bring life, 
through salvation, to many Aucas as well as encouragement and inspiration to thousands of believers 
worldwide.  Interestingly, Jim’s life goal was for more people to become missionaries, and he likely inspired 
more people to go to other countries to share the love of Jesus than he ever could have if he had lived a 
longer life.

Jim Elliot and his team demonstrate similar characteristics to Paul in our text today.  Paul was ready to 
do God’s will despite the personal danger he knew he would encounter. Yet, with resolute steadfastness, 
Paul, returns to Jerusalem and indeed encounters difficulty. We will end today’s lesson at Acts 21:36. 
From here until the end of book of Acts, Paul will remain a prisoner for proclaiming Jesus as Savior. Next 
week we will pick up in Acts 21:37.

As you begin your time of study today, pause and thank God for the work of so many men and women 
who were willing to do the will of God despite giving up their own personal comfort and safety. We are 
certainly the beneficiary of someone’s dedication to share the Gospel. Additionally, pray that God will 
open your eyes not only to His Word but also to how He might be calling you to be an instrument in His 
hands to reach others.

Acts 21: The Will of the Lord Be Done
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E

R RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 21:1-36

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 21:1-14

1. In Acts 21:1-7, Paul is wrapping up his 3rd missionary journey. In his commentary, Be Daring,  
 Warren Weirsbe said, “Paul had devoted a good part of his 3rd missionary journey to taking  
 up a love gift for the Jews in Judea. It was a practical way for the Gentiles to show their  
 oneness with their Jewish brothers and sisters, and to repay them for sharing the Gospel with  
 the Gentiles (Romans 15:25-27).”  In verses 1-7, Paul travels to Cos, Rhodes, Patara,
 Phoenicia, Tyre, and Ptolemais. When they landed at Tyre to unload cargo, they stayed 7  
 days. In verse 4, Paul receives a warning from the disciples in Tyre. What is the warning? 

 a. Read Acts 20:22-23. What has the Lord already spoken to Paul and why does this  
  message seem contradictory? 

 b. Read Acts 9:15-16. Shortly after Paul’s conversion, God spoke prophetic words
  concerning Paul’s future to Ananias. What did God say? 

 c. In Acts 21:1-7, does the warning given in Acts 20:22-23 deter Paul from continuing his  
  travel to Jerusalem?
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2. Read Acts 21:8-11. 

 a. Who does Paul stay with while in Caesarea? What do you remember about this man  
  and why would this be an interesting reunion? Read the following verses and note  
  what you learn about Philip. 

 1) Acts 6:5-6

 2) Acts 8:1-8

 3) Acts 8:26-40

 b. Read Acts 11:26-28. Recall Paul’s first meeting with Agabus. What gift of the Spirit  
  has he been given and how had Paul seen this gift used? 

 c. How was Paul warned about his trip to Jerusalem once again in Acts 21:8-11? 
  

3. Read Acts 21:12-14. 

 a. How did the people respond to the prophet’s warning? 

 b. How did Paul respond?

 c. How did the people respond to Paul? Write what they said in verse 14. 

Experience 2: Acts 21:15-25

1. In Acts 21:15-20 Paul arrives in Jerusalem. This concludes his 3rd missionary journey.   
 What does Paul do upon arriving in Jerusalem? How do James (the half brother of Jesus)  
 and the Jewish elders respond to Paul’s report? 
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2. In verses 20-22, James and the Jewish elders shared with Paul reports/rumors circulating  
 throughout Jerusalem about Paul, the believing Jews and the Mosaic Law. What was being  
 said? From what you’ve learned about Paul as evangelist and teacher, did these   
 rumor/reports have validity? 

3. Remember back in Acts 18:18, Paul had taken a Jewish Nazarite vow (Numbers 6)
 devoting himself to the Lord for a certain period of time. Upon completing the determined  
 period of time, a Nazarite would shave their head and offer a sacrifice in the temple. Paul  
 did this in Acts 18:18 but never offered a sacrifice. He would be very familiar with this  
 Nazarite vow. In Acts 21:23-24 the Jewish elders make a suggestion to Paul about how he  
 can prove his allegiance to the Jewish traditions and stop the rumors being spread. What  
 did they suggest? 

“When Paul concluded his vow [Acts 18:18], he did not bring a sacrifice. Why? He knew that by one offering Christ 
had perfected forever them that are sanctified, and he knew that the sacrifices under the law had no more place in 
the Christian economy.” (H.A. Ironside, Acts commentary, pg. 287)

4. Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23. This was Paul’s writing to the Corinthians. From this text,  
 why might Paul have chosen to go along with the plan suggested by James and the Jewish  
 elders?

5. Read Acts 21:25. What instructions did James and the Jewish elders give Paul concerning  
 the Gentiles? We know from Acts 15 that Paul had already agreed with this suggestion. 
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Experience 3: Acts 21:26-36

1. Read Acts 21:26-29. Paul follows the leaderships’ suggestion but things don’t go
 according to plan. What happened and why? Please note that Trophimus (v.29) was a   
 Gentile, and Gentiles were forbidden to enter into the Jewish sanctioned areas of the   
 temple. 

 a. From these verses, what were the accusations made against Paul? 

“In the temple, separating the court of the Gentiles from the other courts, stood a wall beyond which no Gentile 
was allowed to go (note Eph. 2:14). On the wall was this solemn inscription: ‘No foreigner may enter within the 
barricade which surrounds the sanctuary and enclosure. Anyone who is caught so doing will have himself to 
blame for his ensuing death.’ The Romans had granted the Jewish religious leaders authority to deal with 
anybody who broke this law, and this included the right of execution.” (The Bible Exposition Commentary,
W. Weirsbe, pg. 491)

2. Read Acts 21:30-36. Who intervened in the situation saving Paul from being killed?

 a. How did Agabus’ prophecy from Acts 21:11 come true?

3. What are some possible reasons why the people reacted so violently against Paul? 

ACTING on God’s Word

Up to this point in our study in the book of Acts, we have seen Paul preaching the Gospel 
from the moment the scales fell off his eyes and receiving the Holy Spirit in Acts 9:17-18. It 
was also during this time Ananias learned that Paul would suffer much in the name of Jesus. 
Paul experienced the suffering and persecution firsthand that came from being a messenger 
of God’s love and grace. And yet, we don’t see it deterring him from going, speaking boldly 
and following God’s will. In Romans 15:20, Paul makes it clear that his aim in life was to 
preach the Gospel to those who haven’t heard about Jesus. He was willing to pay the cost, 
even with his life, for others to hear about Jesus. Today, we saw Paul say in Acts 20:13, “For I 
am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 
The people responded to Paul in verse 14 by saying, “The will of the Lord be done.”

A
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1. How do you see Paul’s heart for the lost in line with Jesus’ heart? Read Matthew 26:36-39.  
 What does Jesus pray right before his arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane? 

 a. Read John 6:38-40. What was God’s will and how did Jesus accomplish it? Describe  
  how Jesus’ obedience has impacted future generations, including you. 

2. From today’s verses, describe how Jesus’ ministry through Paul and Paul’s obedience to God  
 impacted both Jews and Gentiles as well as future generations.

3. The words Jesus speaks in John 5:30 are key to our obedience to God’s will. Read John 5:30. 

 a. What often hinders us from following God’s will? Describe how this might be hindering  
  you today from sharing Christ’s love with someone. 

 b. How might this be hindering you from accepting suffering in your life that God has  
  allowed?



 Acts 21 • 130

         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs

Why does God’s will often involve difficult circumstances, risks and suffering?

4. Following God’s will always requires obedience and acceptance. God’s goal is for others to  
 come to know Him through us. Why does following God’s will require sacrifice? What is  
 the most recent sacrifice you have made for Jesus and the furthering of the Gospel? 

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 
     

D
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Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer


