
Listening Guide – Acts 23 
April 6, 2017 – Brenda Harris 

“When God Allows More Than You Can Handle 
Don’t Look Inward – Look Godward” 

Additional Notes: 

Acts 22:30-23:35 Life Application

Acts 22:30-23:5 
v. 1 – “I have lived in good conscience 
before God” 
v. 3 “You command me to be struck 
contrary to the law?” 

Sometimes we do nothing to bring on a trial 
– we have lived uprightly and yet the 
treatment and events that unfold are 
“unfair.” 
Look “GODWARD”:   
Follow God’s Word and live upright before 
the Lord.

Acts 23:6-10 
v. 10 – “Paul might be pulled to pieces 
by them…” “bring him into the 
barracks.”

When the trial rages on, God will protect us 
in ways we may not like or necessarily 
choose… 
Look “GODWARD”: 
Choose gratitude in all circumstances. 

Acts 23:11 
But the following night the Lord stood 
by him and said, “Be of good cheer, 
Paul; for you have testified for Me in 
Jerusalem, so you must also bear 
witness at Rome.”

We should come to the end of ourselves! 
God will give us more than we can handle 
but never more than HE can handle! 
Look “GODWARD”:  
Look for God to speak into our 
circumstances and give us direction.  We can 
trust Him to do what He says He will do.  
This will grow our relationship with Him and 
we learn to trust Him more. 

Acts 23:12-22 
v. 16  - “When Paul’s sister’s son 
heard of their ambush, he went and 
entered the barracks and told Paul.”  

God often does the unexpected and works 
behind the scenes orchestrating events that 
we could never have arranged! 
Look “GODWARD”: 
Cooperate with God and His provision. 
Sometimes God uses righteous servants to 
assist Him in accomplishing His will. 

Acts 23:23-35 
v. 33 – “When they came to Caesarea 
and have delivered the letter to the 
governor, they also presented Paul to 
him.”

Sometimes God’s provision and protection 
are not out of our circumstances but rather 
through our circumstances. 
Look “GODWARD”: 
Know that God is faithful and He will give us 
the strength to endure what He allows 
through the power of His Holy Spirit.  We 
can lean on Him and trade our anxiety for 
His peace.  
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