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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord 
does not impute iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.” Psalm 32:1-2

Have you ever noticed how you feel as a believer when you have a guilty conscience?  It is a bit like 
getting spaghetti sauce on a white shirt. You can try wiping off the red sauce with a napkin, but that 
never works. If you really want the stain out, you know the only way to get it out is to take off the shirt 
and launder it with soap. However, it is not always convenient to wash a shirt when you initially stain it. 
So, you may decide to wait.  In the meantime, the stain sets in deeper and, eventually, it can permanently 
ruin the shirt if you wait too long. 

This analogy is a bit like what it feels like to have a guilty conscientious. I, Brenda, usually start the day 
with a clear conscience, but it never ceases to amaze me that before long, I’ve sinned in some capacity. 
Sometimes I have not even eaten lunch yet! I do my best to keep a short account of my sin with the Lord; 
however, whatever the reason may be, there are times that I do not get the sin cleared up with the Lord 
immediately, which allows the sin to set deeper into my heart. When I don’t repent quickly, something 
quite disturbing usually happens next; my behaviors start to shift. I may try to avoid dealing with a 
situation that is related to the sin. I may turn more self-centered. I may lack discernment and try to 
protect my own interests. I may become defensive or difficult and end up hurting the people around me. 
And before I know it, that one sin turns into many, and “my white shirt” is covered in spaghetti sauce. 
I’ve seen this unfold especially in areas of conflict. These areas include my home, friendships, leadership, 
business, and ministry. It has never been pretty. So, my personal goal is to keep my sin in check and aim 
to clear it up right away whenever possible. But, what happens when the people around us do not have 
the same goal?  Difficulties may be around the bend.

We must remember that only God can judge the heart (James 4:12). Yet in our text today, it seems as 
though there are people in various states with their conscience before the Lord. In Acts 24:16 Paul tells 
his listeners that he has a clear conscience before men and God. However, we don’t hear those words 
from Ananias, Tertullus, or Felix. Their words and behaviors seem to indicate they are looking to protect 
themselves and their own interests.  

There is much we can learn from this chapter on the importance of keeping a clear conscience before the 
Lord, as well as how to work with people who may not make that their priority. May God open your eyes 
to His Word today and bless your time with Him.

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 24:1-27

Acts 24: A Clear Conscience

R



         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs  Acts 24 • 148

E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Read Acts 24:1. It has been five days since Paul was put in Herod’s praetorium in Jerusalem 
while waiting for the next step in his case to be heard. Who comes to Caesarea and what are 
their roles?

“Felix was obviously fawning flattery, for Felix was known for his violent use of repressive force and corrupt self-aggrandizement. Felix 
had been a slave, won his freedom, and curried favor with the imperial court. Tacitus, a Roman historian, bitingly summed up Felix’s 
character with the terse comment, ‘He exercised royal power with the mind of a slave’.” (Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 421) 

1. Read verses 2-4. How do you see Tertullus begin his case against Paul to Felix?  What tactic  
 does he use? Give phrases to support your answers. What do these comments suggest about  
 this man’s character?

2. Tertullus brings accusations against Paul in verses 5-6. These claims were personal, political  
 and religious. Read the allegations and place them under the headings below:

 Personal

 Political

 Religious
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3. Read Acts 24:7-9. If you recall, Lysis was the commander from Jerusalem who sent Paul to  
 Caesarea. Tertullus appears trying to exaggerate and mislead Felix. How do you see him  
 doing this?

  

4. In verses 10-11, Paul is now given an opportunity to answer the claims brought against  
 him. Why does Paul say he was in Jerusalem twelve days ago?  Why is this important?

 Day 1 – Paul arrived in Jerusalem (21:17)
 Day 2 – Met with James and the elders (21:8)
 Day 3 – In the temple with the Nazarites (21:26)
 Day 4 – In the temple
 Day 5 – In the temple
 Day 6 – Arrested in the temple (21:27)
 Day 7 – Met with the Jewish council (23:1-10)
 Day 8 – Threatened; taken to Caesarea (23:12, 23)
 Day 9 – Arrived in Caesarea (23:33)
 Day 10 – Waited (Felix sent for the Jewish leaders)
 Day 11 – waited for the Jewish leaders to arrive
 Day 12 – Waited – they arrived – hearing scheduled
 Day 13 – The hearing conducted 
 (Be Daring, W. Wiersbe, p. 140)

5. Tertullus had accused Paul of sedition (conduct or speech causing people to rebel against  
 government authorities). If Paul was found guilty of sedition, he could have been executed.  
 How does Paul address these charges in verses 11-13?
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6. Read Acts 24:14-16.  

 a. Paul now makes a confession in verse 14. What is that confession? 

 b. How does his confession speak truth into the religious accusations that Tertullus   
  brought against him?

 c. List the religious points that Paul shared in his defense.

 d. How could Paul’s statement about himself in verse 16 become an accusation against  
  the authorities gathered?   

7. What accusations is Paul addressing in verses 17-18?  

8. How does Paul’s statement in verses 19-21 encourage witnesses to step forward and show  
 he has a clear conscience and that the charges are unfounded?

9.  In verse 22, what was Felix’s response to Tertullus and Paul? Felix chooses not to make a  
 ruling. Based on what we know about the case, did he have enough information to make a  
 ruling? How does his indecision affect the people in this case?
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10. Read Acts 24:23. How does Felix demonstrate kindness toward Paul? Why might this   
 look confusing based on his actions in verse 22? 

11.  Read verses 24-27 and answer the following questions:

 a. Felix avoided making a legal decision regarding Paul. Now we see him avoiding   
  another decision. What is it according to verse 24-25? What reasons does he give for  
  his delay in making a decision?

“Drusilla was a sister to Herod Agrippa II and Bernice mentioned in Acts 25. Drusilla was reported to be of great beauty and 
Felix seduced her away from her husband, enticing her to become his third wife. The lax morals of Felix and Drusilla helped 
to explain the topics on which Paul spoke to them.”  (Dave Guzik, Stott Commentary)

 b. In verses 24-25, notice how Paul speaks the truth despite his circumstances.  Fear   
  does not keep him from boldly proclaiming truth. Read Ephesians 4:14-16 and see  
  how Paul’s words here are being lived out.

 c. In Paul’s spiritual conversation with Felix, Paul speaks on four main points in Acts  
  24:24-25.  How does Felix’s response mimic what a response we may see today?

 d. What motivation comes forth from Felix’s ongoing conversations with Paul in verse  
  26? Why might this be part of the issue with his indecisiveness?

 e. What happens to Felix in verse 27 and how does this impact Paul?
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ACTING on God’s Word
In today’s verses, we were given a front row seat on conflict. We witnessed the effects of offenses 
handled in an ungodly way where selfish motivation, greed, and control came into play, and the 
effects were far reaching. What could have been a quick resolution back in chapter 21 has now 
dragged on for two years and has involved many more people than were needed. Let’s apply 
Paul’s example to our own lives as I (Stacy) believe there is much we can learn. I know this is a 
long application, but I promise you, if we get these principles down and settled deep in our 
heart, it will be well worth it in your life and relationships. 

1. Read Matthew 18:15-20. List the steps set forth when an offense occurs between two   
 people. Number the order in which these things are to take place. 

2. When Matthew 18 is not followed, chaos often ensues. Go back to Acts 21:30-36. From  
 these verses, when Paul was seized after being seen in the temple, how was Matthew 18 not  
 immediately followed? List the ways the people aggravated and provoked this situation. 

 a. Apply this to personal conflict. We, too, can aggravate and provoke conflict in ungodly  
  ways. List sinful actions that people sometimes do when there is conflict. Explain how  
  these actions can aggravate the situation further. I’ve listed an example to help get you  
  started. 

  Example: Gossip - untruths get spread concerning the person involved and only one  
  perspective is shared shaping the ways others think. People get hurt. 

A
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3. In the verses today Tertullus called Paul three specific things. He called him a plague, a   
 creator of dissension, and a ringleader. These are not good things to be called. How would   
 you describe these kinds of people? 

 Person who is a plague - 

 Creator of dissension - 

 Ringleader - 

4. From what we saw today, Paul was able to stand before his accusers, as well as judges,    
 telling the truth. He was able to do this because he had a clear conscience both before   
 God and man. How does a clear conscience bring about peace and help in reconciliation?

5. Look up the following verses that instruct us in godly living where conflict might be    
 involved. What do you learn and then apply it to any conflict you are currently involved in. 

 Verse:   Instruction:   Current Life Application:

 Romans 12:18

 James 4:1-2

 Matthew 7:1-5

 1 John 4:20-21

 Psalm 1:1-3
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6. Ultimately, where there is a guilty conscience and conflict that may have been  
 handled in an ungodly way, forgiveness is required. The process includes repenting  
 of our own sin (1 John 1:9) and forgiving the offender (2 Corinthians 2:5-17). You  
 know if you have a guilty conscience right now. If so, please take a minute and bring  
 this before the Lord. Then go to the person who has offended you and be reconciled. 

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.

Close in Prayer


