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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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Death. It is something that we all know will happen to us one day. Physical life has a beginning and a 
guaranteed ending. If you like statistics, death falls into the 100% column. And yet, many live life as if 
death is a very distant event not wanting to give it much thought. We push it to the back of our brains 
letting it have little effect and impact on our living. I, Stacy, used to be that person. I didn’t want to think 
about my end days much until I developed breast cancer. A diagnosis like that takes something far off and 
sweeps it immediately to the forefront. Death became a very real reality. It felt closer and a little more 
certain, forcing me to consider life differently as well as all my choices. I think that’s a good thing. It also 
made me look squarely into the fears that penetrated my heart about death: what will my final hours look 
like? Will there be pain? What will happen to my kids? Will my husband love someone again like he loves 
me? How will they manage without me? And in those swirling questions throughout my cancer treat-
ments, God entered in asking time and time again, “Do you trust Me?” 

I believe faith in God lies at the center of our death fears. We hold onto the things of this world thinking 
we hold those pieces together, when really, God holds it all. He doesn’t need us holding the pieces together. 
He needs us to trust Him. If we trust Him for eternity, why do we struggle with trusting Him with 
today’s circumstances? When we get wrapped up in fear and worry, we stop living for Him. Our focus is 
on our fears and the what-ifs instead of Him. Our focus goes to our comfort, not Christ. But He calls us 
to live for Him, not for comfort. He desires we spend our days here on earth living as a living sacrifice for 
Him (Romans 12:1-2). It’s our reasonable act of service. In that, life and death are wrapped together. 
When we do that, people’s lives are affected for eternity because people see Jesus, not us. That is Christ-
living. 

Paul knew Christ-living. Since his imprisonment back in Acts 21, two years have gone by bringing us to 
his present chains in Caesarea and the chapters we will study today. During his imprisonment, Paul also 
saw death much more closely. Two years of uncertainty and unknowns. Two years of accusations from 
people wanting him dead. Two years of prison cells and dark, lonely nights. And yet, as we will see today, 
during those two years, Paul’s heart could say, “I do not object to dying” (Acts 25:11). Soon after 
chapter 26, Paul will go to Rome in chains where it is believed he wrote the book of Philippians. It is in 
Philippians 1:21 where Paul says, “To live is Christ, to die is gain.”

In today’s chapters, we see Paul live out these very words. In his living, Paul trusted God. He saw God 
protect him, provide for him and meet him in his fears. In his living, Paul wanted nothing more than to 
share Christ’s love and grace boldly with those God put in front of him, even if they were his accusers 
and the instruments of his death. In his living, Paul didn’t fear death because he knew that dying meant 
he got to be face-to- face with his Savior, Jesus Christ. Dying is actually entering life eternal. For Paul, 
this certainly was gain over anything this world had to offer. 

Oh, my sweet sisters, I know some of you reading these words have lost loved ones. I know others may be 
facing an uncertain diagnosis and maybe, you too, are looking at death a little more closely than you 
would like. I don’t minimize the painful and difficult emotions that surround death. Death is hard. It isn’t 
what God intended for us, and yet, sin ushered it in. But Jesus conquered death on the cross, and through 
Him, as Paul declares once again today, we have life. We don’t need to fear death when we live in Christ. 
May God meet us in our pain and fears regarding death today. May our fears be made smaller as our 
faith becomes bigger. May we declare as Paul did, “To live is Christ, to die is gain.” 

Acts 25 & 26: “To Live is Christ, to Die is Gain.” 
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R RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 25-26

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 25:1-27

1. Read Acts 25:1-5. Festus has succeeded Felix as governor of Caesarea. Festus goes from  
 Caesarea to Jerusalem. From these verses, what happens when Festus arrives in Jerusalem?  
 What is asked of him concerning Paul, and what does he offer as a solution? 

2. In verses 6-8 Festus arrives in Caesarea along with the Jews who had come with him from  
 Jerusalem. Paul is brought before Festus who is sitting on the judgment seat. What do you  
 learn about the accusations against Paul in verse 7?

 a. How does Paul answer his accusers in verse 8?

3. Read Acts 25:9-12 and answer the following questions:

 a. Festus offers Paul the opportunity to go back to Jerusalem a second time and be judged  
  there. What was Festus’ motivation behind this offer in verse 9? 

 b. How does Paul defend himself and what does he offer up as a solution? How does Festus  
  respond in verses 10-12? 
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 c. Paul says something that emboldens him to speak without reservation or fear. In verse  
  11, what does he declare? Why is this powerful? 

“It was the right of every Roman citizen to have his case heard by Caesar himself, after initial trials and appeals had failed to 
reach a satisfactory decision. This was in effect an appeal to the "supreme court" of the empire.” (David Guzik Acts Commen-
tary)

4. Read Acts 25:13-22. From these verses, describe how Festus explains his predicament with  
 Paul to King Agrippa II. What is King Agrippa’s suggestion in verse 22? 

“King Agrippa II, Son of Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12:1).  At this time he was a young man of about 30 years of age and the ruler of 
territories northeast of Palestine with the title of King. Because he was a friend of the Roman imperial family, he was awarded 
the privilege of appointing the Jewish high priest and also had been made the custodian of the temple treasury. His background 
made him eminently qualified to hear Paul; because he was well acquainted with the Jews’ religion (Acts 25:26-27).”  (Bible 
Knowledge Commentary, p.423)

Herod Agrippa II ruled a client kingdom of the Roman Empire to the northeast of Festus' province, and was reputed to be an 
expert in Jewish customs and religious matters. Though he did not have jurisdiction over Paul in this case, his hearing of the 
matter would be helpful for Festus. (David Guzik commentary)

5. Read Acts 25:23-27. The next day everyone meets to hear Paul’s case. List all who are  
 present. 

 a. How does Festus introduce Paul, and how does he describe the charges against him in  
  verses 24-25? 
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 b. In verses 26-27, what needs to be decided before Festus can send Paul to Caesar in  
  Rome? 

Experience 2: Acts 26:1-32

1. Read Acts 26:1-3. Paul says he is “happy.” Why does he describe himself this way? 

2. How does Paul describe his life as a young man in verses 4-5 and 9-11? What was he doing  
 that the Jews all knew and could certainly testify to? 

3. Remember from the text boxes above, King Agrippa is very familiar with the Jewish   
 religion as he had appointed the high priests and oversaw the temple treasury, although he  
 did not have jurisdiction in this hearing. In Acts 26:6-8, knowing the charges against him  
 are religious in nature, how does Paul demonstrate he remains a faithful Jew? 

4. What does Paul say he is being judged for in verses 6-8? 

 a. Read Acts 13:32-33. Who has fulfilled the promise made by God to the Jewish
  forefathers? 

 b. In Acts 26:8 how does Paul challenge Agrippa with this information? 
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5. We have already heard Paul’s testimony twice prior to this account (Acts 9 & Acts 22).  
 In Acts 26:12-18 Paul gives his testimony a third time. However, he shares things this   
 time not mentioned previously. What does Paul declare in verses 16-18 to his present   
 audience that is different than before?

 a. Why do you think Paul shared this information this time and not before? (There is  
  no right or wrong answer for this question, just something for you to consider.)

6. In Acts 25:19-21 Paul gives three reasons why the Jews seized him two years ago in the  
 temple and tried to kill him. What three reasons does he give?  

7. How is Paul able to continue boldly sharing this message in the face of grave danger?
 (vs. 22)

8. What Paul proclaims in Acts 26:17-18 and verse 23 is revolutionary thinking for the Jew.  
 In verse 24, Festus has a strong reaction to this message. Why would this be so hard to  
 receive? 

9. In Acts 26:25-27 Paul refutes the idea that he has gone mad by stating what he has   
 shared is based in truth and reason. What does he mean by this? 

“Festus responded loudly and accused Paul of being mad. How strange that Festus did not think Paul was mad when he was 
persecuting the church (Acts 26:11)!”  (Be Daring, W. Weirsbe, pg. 158)
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10. Paul challenges King Agrippa’s belief system trying to force him to take a stand. What   
 question does he ask him in verse 27?

11. How does King Agrippa respond in verse 28? Why do you think he responded this way?  
 Think about his position, his Jewish heritage and the audience present. What would happen  
 if he agreed with Paul? 

12. In verse 29, what does Paul say his desire is for all people? 

13. What do the governing rulers decide from verses 30-32? 

14. Consider for a minute that no ruling has yet come against Paul as he is sent on his way in  
 chains to Rome. King Agrippa leaves us with these words concerning Paul, “This man might  
 have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.” Apply this statement physically and  
 spiritually to King Agrippa and Paul. 

ACTING on God’s Word

“For me to live is Christ, to die is gain.” Phil 1:21

In our lesson today, I (Brenda) believe we see a powerful shift occur in Paul’s headspace. He 
makes a statement in Acts 25:11 that demonstrates he does not fear death. I would guess many 
people, both believers and non-believers, could not say they have absolutely no measure of fear 
when they think about dying. Yet, when we truly and wholeheartedly can say, as Paul did in 
Philippians 1:21, “to live is Christ, to die is gain,” this world no longer has any hold on us. No 
matter whether we live on earth or go on to glory, our life is completely defined by Christ. He is 
the center of our universe, and everything we do revolves around Him. Dying isn’t loss but 
rather more of Him and no separation ever!

A
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I want to take a bit of time to examine what you believe about living and dying.  I hope you will 
truly be transparent with your answers below even if it’s not the expected “Christian” answer. 

1. What is living?

2. What brings you the most fulfillment in life?  Why?

3. If you lost this thing(s), would you still want to live?

4. What is death?

5. What do you believe about dying?

6. Do you fear death?  Why or why not?
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Today we read Paul’s testimony for a third time, and I believe that there is an aspect of 
it that fuels his trust in Christ and his ability to look at death very differently. In 
Acts 26:15-16, Paul recounts a turning point in his life, “So I said, ‘Who are you Lord?’  
And He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  But rise and stand on your feet; 
for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both 
of the things which you have seen and the things which I will reveal to you.’ ”  

One of the reasons I believe Paul was so confident is because he saw the Lord.  
Whether he saw his physical body or just sensed His holy presence, I do not know. 
Regardless, Paul encountered the living God, Jesus Christ, and this made all the differ-
ence in the world.

What about you?  Have you encountered the living God?  Is He your hope and the 
reason you can face life and death confidently? If not, it is my prayer that you will come 
to know Him intimately and deeply. Even if you have asked God to be your Lord and 
Savior, I pray that if there is any fear regarding death, He would remove it. Close out 
your time before Him now, asking for Him to give you a deeper understanding of what it 
looks like “to live is Christ, to die is gain.”

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 


