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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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Being in ministry now for almost ten years, I, Brenda, have had trials in my own life and have witnessed 
trials in the lives of other women that I would liken unto the storms we experience in our natural realm. 
Some storms that are fairly gentle bring rain and soak the earth. Then there are storms that come up 
unexpectedly with lightening and wind, but are gone rather quickly without too much damage. And then 
there are hurricane-type storms that are so intense, we give them a name! These storms last a long time, 
devastate the affected area, and leave damage behind which takes a while to repair. Yet God, in His 
providence, has allowed them to occur. He had a reason for the storm and an outcome in mind.  

When a storm hits our lives, it is interesting to see what we hold onto as anchors during that storm. What 
do you hold onto to keep you steady and above raging water? Anchors are important in life, and they can 
take many forms. But for a believer, Christ is the only sure anchor in any storm. Our faith in Him holds 
us firm when life circumstances try to make us seasick or capsize our boat. God’s Word is our anchor for 
daily encouragement and truth while we weather any storm on earth. Then finally when the last storm 
has ceased, Christ will be our anchor of salvation that will bring us safely to the final shore of glory.  

In Acts 27 Paul is caught on the sea when a nor’easter blows in upon his ship. He is in a boat with men 
who are not anchored in Christ. Their responses are very different from Paul’s during the storm. God will 
use Paul to demonstrate what it looks like to be anchored in Him despite the tempest that is raging all 
around their boat. Paul has a resolute, steadfast hope in what God has spoken to him, and he is an 
encouragement to everyone on the vessel.  

As we get on board the ship today with Paul, be ready for a rough ride. By the time we have finished 
Chapter 27, I think you will be glad your anchor is set on Christ just as Paul’s was.

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 27:1-44

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

1. Read Acts 27:1-2.  List who is boarding the ship with Paul en route to Italy.  (Hint: don’t  
 forget to include the writer of Acts, as per the pronoun ‘us’ in verse 2.)

“Paul was not the only prisoner that Julius and his men were taking to Rome, for there were ‘certain other prisoners’ 
with them. The Greek word means ‘others of a different kind’ and may suggest that, unlike Paul, these men were 
going to Rome to die and not to stand trial. What mercy that they met Paul who could tell them how to go to heaven 
when they died!” (W. Weirsbe, Be Daring, p. 164)

Acts 27:  Anchors in the Storm
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2. How do you see God’s care for Paul in verse 3?

3. Read Acts 27:4-8. Look at the map below and number the places Paul travels in order from  
 these verses.

 

 a. In these same verses, what description is given about the weather?
 

4. In verses 9-12 what counsel did Paul give the centurion?  Why did they not follow his
 direction?

 a. Use the map above to continue numbering the places that Paul travels.(vs. 9-12)
  

“The Fast referred to here was probably the day of Atonement which occurred in late September to early October. 
After that time of year, the unsettled weather patterns over the Mediterranean Sea made sailing hazardous. In those 
days sea traffic ceased by early November.”  (Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 427)
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5. Read Acts 27:13-20. They are caught in a very bad storm. Describe each day’s events   
 based on these verses below: 

 a. Day 1 –

 b. Day 2 –

 c. Day 3 – 

6. In verses 21-26 Paul gives a speech to the men on board. Based on what you learned in the  
 previous verses and in verse 21, describe the mental, physical and emotional state of the  
 men. 

 
 a. What admonishment did Paul give?

 b. What encouragement did Paul give?

 c. What cautions did Paul give?

 d. What does he share about his faith in God?

 e. In his  speech twice Paul tells the men to take heart. The word used in the Greek is  
  “euthymeo,” and it means to “keep up one’s courage or to be of good cheer.” How can  
  he do this with a storm raging around him which threatened to kill them?

 
 f. Go back and read Acts 23:11. Who spoke these same words to Paul while he was at a  
  low point in a long trial?
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7. Read Acts 27:27-30. List all the things that the men do in these verses that demonstrate  
 they are full of fear?

8. In verses 31-38 how do we see Paul’s calm resolve speak into these men’s fears and help  
 them to realize they must listen to his instructions?  

  

9. In Proverbs 16:9 it says, “In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes  
 their steps (NIV).” How do the events of verses 39-42 support this verse?

10. Read Acts 27:43-44. How has God protected the people on board and brought Paul’s   
 words to fulfillment?

ACTING on God’s Word
In today’s verses Paul is on his way to Rome where his case will be heard before Caesar. Paul 
knew that Rome was part of God’s plan for him. Beginning in Acts 19:21, 23:11, and then 25:11, 
Paul was told by God that he would go to Rome. God will remind him again in Acts 27:24, 
through an angel of God, not to be afraid for “you must be brought before Caesar.” It wasn’t so 
much where Paul was going. The compass had already been set by God and shared with Paul. 
The issue was the storm that ensued as Paul traveled there. Storms always will be a test of our 
faith. Storms take many shapes in our lives. They vary in intensity, length, and kind but one 
thing remains constant; God uses them to teach us and often others in the storm with us. He will 
even use storms to teach those standing on the shoreline watching intently. 

The storm of today’s chapter didn’t seem to set Paul off course. What were Paul’s secrets that we 
can apply to our own lives when the storms come? I, Stacy, see 4 things that anchored Paul 
despite the raging sea. If you’ve ever boated, you know that an anchor has great weight. When 
thrown off the side of a boat, it quickly finds the sea’s bottom and digs in stabilizing the boat. 
When anchored, the boat still may rock back and forth, but the anchor keeps the boat from 
drifting and getting carried away by the waves of the sea. In the storms of life, we also need to be 
anchored. Let’s look at Acts 27 and see what anchored Paul, and then let’s apply it to our lives.
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1. Sometimes in storms we choose the wrong anchors. Use today’s text to identify some   
 anchors the men on the boat chose that were not of God. 

2. Have you ever found yourself like the captain and shipmates? What did you try to use for  
 an anchor? Describe.

Anchor #1 - Acts 27:23

 a. What does Paul say concerning this “anchor” in Acts 27:23?

 b. How is God an anchor for you in your storms? Write on the anchor character   
  qualities of God that help to anchor you to Him.

 

GOD
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Anchor #2 - Acts 27:25

 a. What does Paul say in Acts 27:25 concerning this next “anchor?” Write the word that  
  Paul used on the anchor above. 

 b. How is faith an anchor during storms? How have you seen it anchor you personally? 

Anchor #3 - Acts 27:31

FAITH IN GOD

SALVATION
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 a. What does Paul say in Acts 27:31 about his next “anchor?” 

 b. How is salvation like an “anchor” for you during storms? Write the ways on the anchor.

Anchor #4 - Acts 27:34-36 

 a. What does Paul say in Acts 27:34-36 about his next “anchor?” Keep in mind that in  
  John 6:35 Jesus tells us He is the bread of life. 

   

 b. How does Jesus give us nourishment and encouragement during storms? Write the ways  
  on the above anchor. 

BREAD OF LIFE
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D DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.

 

Close in Prayer


