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Audience Participation: 
Can you identify with any of these storms? Which have you experienced?  
How are storms different from shipwrecks?  
 

   
 

Truths about shipwrecks from Acts 27 
 

1. A shipwreck rarely impacts only one person. (Acts 27:1) 
 

2. A shipwreck can be a mission field. (Acts 27 – “we,” “us”) 
 

3. A shipwreck can occur because: 
a. we have made poor decisions,  
b. someone else has made a poor decision (Paul’s case in Acts 27:11) 
c. they can occur with no poor decisions 

 
4. God will often speak through the shipwreck, but we must be careful not to create 

expectations on how God will deliver what we have heard. Example – Framework: 
“Safely Through” (Acts 27:10, our perceptions and God’s reality may not be the same) 
 

5. In a shipwreck, conventional wisdom may have value, however always look to the Lord 
for His wisdom/understanding. (Acts 27:14-19) Proverbs 9:10 “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of all wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” 

 
6. In a shipwreck, NO CHILD OF GOD IS WITHOUT HOPE, EVER.  We are not guaranteed 

smooth sailing, but we will always be seen safely through. (Acts 27:22-26) 
 

7. During a shipwreck, stay in the boat. Take in “nourishment” (God’s Word), pray, listen 
for instructions and encouragement. (Acts 27:27-36) 

 
8. A shipwreck, by definition, “the remains of a ship that has wrecked” so expect loss.  

(Acts 27:26, 38, 41) 
 

9. All shipwrecks eventually end and we are ALWAYS brought safely through – often 
arriving in a better place (for example, a type of Malta: Acts 28:1-2).  God will sustain us 
through the storms until our work is done here on earth and when the work is complete 
we will be seen safely through to shores of heaven. (2 Corinthians 5:8) 
 

Psalm 139:9-12 
If I take the wings of the 
morning and dwell in the 
uttermost parts of the sea, 
even there Your hand shall 
hold me. If I say, “Surely, the 
darkness shall fall on me,” 
Even the night shall be light 
about me. Indeed, the 
darkness shall not hide from 
You. But the night shines as 
the day; the darkness and 
the light are both alike to 
you.”  
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