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         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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1 Peter 4:12-19:  The Fiery Trial

So much was happening at rapid speed, as Peter stopped to take in the moment. He was a changed man 
now filled with the Holy Spirit, surrendered to Christ, and overflowing with an inexpressible joy. Peter 
couldn’t help but replay the previous day’s events in his mind. It was God who gave him the words to 
speak to the thousands gathered in Jerusalem celebrating Pentecost; God who spoke through Him and 
God who saved over 3,000 people. What rejoicing took place that day and the days that followed as new 
believers gathered together, opened the Holy Scriptures, prayed and praised God for the new life in Christ 
they were enjoying. 

His thoughts were quickly interrupted with the awareness of the time. He needed to get to the temple for 
afternoon prayer. He met up with John and the two made their way to the temple gate called Beautiful as 
3 p.m. quickly approached. Stepping into the gate, a man called for their attention. Peter had seen him 
there before. Each day this lame man sat at the gate begging for handouts; anything to help him. Peter’s 
heart was moved. This man needed Jesus. His physical state was one of brokenness since birth; his 
spiritual state was no different. Fixing his eyes on this man, Peter called for his attention, “Look at us” 
(Acts 3:4). Expectantly, the man looked with his hand outstretched. Peter had a gift to give, but it wasn’t 
silver or gold. In the name of Jesus, Peter instructed the lame man to rise up and walk. Reaching out his 
hand, Peter pulled him to his feet. The movement in the temple court stopped. Voices hushed as people 
watched with curiosity. The man’s excitement broke through the silence as he leaped; praising and 
glorifying God. Holding onto Peter and John, he entered the temple court with them as they made their 
way to Solomon’s Porch. Many followed closely behind. 

Peter took the opportunity to tell them about Jesus. With boldness and conviction, Peter shared the gospel 
once again. By this time, word had gotten to the captain of the temple, the priests and the Sadducees about 
Peter and John. Making their way to Solomon’s Porch, they heard Peter preaching in the name of Jesus 
and speaking of the resurrection of the dead. They had to shut them up. At once, they arrested Peter and 
John, placing them in custody. But the gospel message had gone out. God’s work had been accomplished 
as the crowd’s hearts were pricked by the very things Peter shared. Thousands put their faith in Jesus that 
day. 

The next day Peter and John were brought to a large gathering of political and religious officials. 
Undaunted by the crowd and filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter once again spoke of Jesus as the only name 
by which man can be saved. Looking out in the crowd, Peter saw the lame man from the previous day 
standing among those gathered. The Jewish leaders marveled at what was being spoken. They, too, saw 
the healed lame man and could not speak against what had been done. Commanding Peter and John to 
never speak or teach in the name of Jesus, the rulers decided to let them go. But Peter spoke again saying, 
“We cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). Further threats were given 
and Peter and John were released. 
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Fiery trials and suffering. They come in many forms. For Peter and John, it came this day through 
threats and imprisonment. Their freedom taken and their convictions challenged as a fiery trial came 
upon them. And yet, their faith unhindered and their message undeterred, their attitudes were 
seemingly filled with joy. Jesus had warned his disciples before his death that in order to be His 
disciples, they must “daily take up their cross, deny themselves and follow after Jesus” (Luke 9:23). 
Suffering is part of the Christian life. As Jesus suffered, so must we. But it was through Jesus’ 
suffering that people were brought to God. Suffering has purpose. Peter saw this firsthand that day. 
As many came to Christ, God was glorified and Peter’s faith strengthened. It is this very truth of the 
Christian faith that Peter will address today in the verses we will study. 

I, Stacy, have walked through much suffering and fiery trials over the years. What I have learned 
through some very difficult trials is that they all have purpose; purpose for me, purpose for those 
around me and, most importantly, purpose in God’s kingdom. Whatever you may be walking 
through today, trust that as God has allowed this trial, so too, God wants to use this trial in your life 
to bring you and those around you closer to Him. Just like with Peter, His glory is being revealed 
through you as you faithfully walk. 

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read 1 Peter 4:12-19

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

1. Read 1 Peter 4:12. How does this verse begin? Why might this stand out concerning the  
 subject manner? 

2. In verse 12 Peter says we, as believers, should expect something. What is it and why is it  
 necessary? 

 

 a. Trials are sometimes hard for us to bear as well as understand. Let’s look at why God  
   allows trials in our lives. Read John 9:1-3 and fill in the blanks below. 

   This fiery trial was allowed so that the ____________ of _______________ should   
   be revealed in him. This was not due to a sin issue. 
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  b.  Read Hebrews 12:7-11. Fill in the blanks below. 

   This fiery trial was allowed due to ___________. A consequence was necessary. God  

   allows this consequence, or fiery trial, so we become __________________ of His  

   ________________. God wants to use the trial to yield  “_____________________  

   fruit of  ___________________ to those who have been trained by it.”
  
 
  c.  Read James 1:2-4. Fill in the blanks below. 

   This fiery trial was allowed in order to ______________ your _______________.

 
  d.  Read Job 42:1-6. Fill in the blank below. 

   Job suffered loss of life, loss of possession, loss of relationships and loss of health. In the  
   end, in verse 5, Job declared to God what these trials produced in him. The fiery trial  
   was allowed so that Job would __________ God more fully. 

3. In 1 Peter 4:13 Peter is suggesting we react to suffering in a way contrary to our human  
 nature. How does he describe the way we should react when we experience trials?

  a.  Suffering allows us to closely identify with Jesus’ sufferings. Explain why this is   
      cause for rejoicing.
 

  b. Read Philippians 3:1 & 3:7-11. Explain Paul’s reasons for how joy is possible   
      through suffering.

“Peter once told Jesus to avoid the suffering of the cross (Mark 8:32-33). Once it seemed strange to the Apostle Peter that his 
Master should think of suffering. Now he thinks it strange that he could have imagined anything else.” (Meyer from David Guzik 
commentary, Enduring Word)
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4. In 1 Peter 4:14 Peter tells us that we are blessed when others shame us for our faith in
 Christ. How are we blessed? 

 a. From this verse, how does God see the one who shamed or reproached you and how  
  does God see you, the faithful? 

 b. Read Matthew 5:10-12. How is rejoicing possible when we are reviled or persecuted  
  for our faith in Christ? 

5. Read 1 Peter 4:15. We already learned that suffering can come as a consequence to sin.  
 How does this verse address our personal responsibilities so that we don’t bring suffering  
 upon ourselves? 

6. In question 2 of this lesson, we learned from John 9 that suffering can be allowed by God in  
 order to display His glory to others. If our suffering is for the glory of God, what should our  
 reaction look like? 

7. In verses 17 and 18, God’s judgment begins with His people. His judgment against the  
 person who dies without putting their trust in God will happen at the judgment seat of  
 Christ. Their eternity is one of fire. The believer’s eternity is one of blessing. From this  
 verse, how is suffering a form of judgment for God’s people now? 

“Now is our time of fiery trial (1 Peter 4:12); the ungodly will have their fire later. The fire we endure now purifies us; the fire the 
ungodly will endure will punish them. Yet we always remember that there is never any punishment from God for us in our 
sufferings, only purification. For the Christian, the issue of punishment was settled once and for all at the cross, where Jesus 
endured all the punishment the Christian could ever face from God.” (David Guzik commentary, Enduring Word) 
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8. Read 1 Peter 4:19. How is God described? How does this truth help us commit our souls to  
 Him in the midst of suffering? 

ACTING on God’s Word

In the front of my Bible, I (Brenda) have a series of statements listed there about how I should 
see myself before the Lord, my purpose and my attitude toward ministry. One of the state-
ments says, “May I not be surprised by hardships.” I remember writing that particular state-
ment because far too many times trials have blindsided me. I wasn’t expecting them; in fact, I 
used to think that because I served the Lord, I should be spared some hardships and be given 
an easier road.

Peter tells us, “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of 
Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy” 
(1 Peter 4:12-13). Peter is reminding us not to think that trials and suffering are strange, but 
rather to anticipate them and rejoice when we experience them! No one I know is signing up 
for fiery trials or suffering, and yet, today we learned that there are benefits to the trials we 
endure. Joy can be experienced when our attitude and perspective on suffering is focused on 
Christ rather than ourselves. 

1. When a fiery trial starts, do you question if God is angry with you and, therefore, the trial  
 is punishment? 

 a. Or have you ever thought that if you could just be refined enough, somehow the   
  suffering would stop? If so, why?

 b. What did you learn today that would correct this misperception for the purposes of   
  trials?

A
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2. Have you ever considered reversing your thinking about suffering from, “Why me God?”  
 to  “Why not me God?” What did you learn today from our lesson that would help you  
 make this shift in thinking?
   

3. When we suffer, we can be drawn closer to the Lord because we are partaking in a deeper  
 understanding of His suffering for us. In what ways have you understood this truth in   
 times of trial? How did the text today refresh your memory on this topic?

4. The pain in a trial often makes us focus on ourselves. What if, instead of looking at   
 ourselves, we turned our focus toward eternity? If we contemplated the fact that our   
 trials on this earth are both temporary and the worst we will ever endure, how could this  
 change our attitude and make us more joy filled?
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer

D


