
DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer
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Evening was falling over the land of Jericho when two strangers approached Rahab, the 
prostitute, at her home. One could imagine these men were different than the others who 
came to Rahab. They were Israelites. When they requested lodging for the night, it was 
made very clear they were not looking for a sexual encounter, but rather shelter. It 
certainly seems this was not Rahab’s typical customer; however, she escorted them into 
her home and listened as they explained their situation further. They told Rahab they 
were Israelite spies who had come to examine the city and needed a safe place to stay 
until they could slip back out of town without being noticed. No sooner had Rahab 
agreed to allow them to stay with her, when a knock came at her door.  It was men with 
a message from the king of Jericho saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, 
who have entered your house, for they have come to search out all the country.” (Joshua 
2:3)  Before answering the door, she hurried the men up to her roof and told them to hide 
under the flax she had spread out on her rooftop. Rahab needed to think fast. When she 
answered the door, she told the king’s messengers that indeed two men had visited her, 
but she did not know where they were from or where they were going. However, she did 
see them leave the city gates at dark. She encouraged the messengers to pursue the men 
toward the Jordan and convinced them that, if they acted quickly, surely they would 
catch up to the men.

Once the king’s messengers were gone, Rahab went up to the roof to talk with the 
Israelites. She had heard plenty about how the Israelites’ God had rescued them and 
wanted to know more about the One they called the Living God. She may have been 
only a prostitute to everyone in Jericho, but she was wise enough to see an opportunity 
when it presented itself. She approached the two spies and said, “I know that the LORD 
has given you the land, that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabit-
ants of the land are fainthearted because of you. For we have heard how the LORD 
dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you 
did to the two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and 
Og, whom you utterly destroyed. And as soon as we heard these things, our hearts 
melted; neither did there remain any more courage in anyone because of you, for the 
LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath. Now therefore, I 
beg you, swear to me by the LORD, since I have shown you kindness, that you also will 
show kindness to my father’s house, and give me a true token, and spare my father, my 
mother, my brothers, my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death.” 
(Joshua 2:9-13)
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“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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The spies agreed to Rahab’s request, with the understanding that she would keep their business 
a secret and get them safely out of the city. Then, when they return to overtake Jericho, she 
would have a scarlet cord bound to her window where they could see it, and all of her family 
would have to be inside her house with her. Their agreement was reached, and both parties 
would be safe. Rahab encouraged the men to escape to the mountains by using a rope through 
her window. Because Rahab’s house was situated on the city wall, the men escaped into the 
night without being noticed.

As we study Proverbs 8, we will notice that wisdom is like an invitation that must be accepted. 
It will cry out to the receiver, but it must be recognizable and desired by the recipient or it will 
fall on deaf ears. We will learn that God’s wisdom has been available since the beginning of 
time, and, when it is embraced, it is accompanied by many blessings.

Rahab recognized that the wisdom she desired about God was delivered to her door by way of 
two spies. She believed that the stories about the God of Israel were true. So when the men from 
that country stood before her, she seized the opportunity to learn more. She believed God was 
ruling over heaven and the earth below, and she trusted in Him. Through Rahab’s faith, she 
gained her salvation as well as many other blessings to come through the men whose God was 
the LORD.

We may hear wisdom’s invitation calling to us too. Are we listening? Do we know what it 
sounds like? Are we willing and humble recipients? Do we acknowledge that God has held all 
wisdom in Him since the beginning of time? Will we reach out and open the invitation, or will 
we reject it in favor of our own human understanding?

RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Proverbs 8

Delighting in God’s Wisdom
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Wisdom Cries Out - Proverbs 8:1-11

1. Read Proverbs 8:1-3. Wisdom is once again personified as a woman. Where is  
 wisdom when she gives her invitation? What does her invitation sound like?

2. In verses 4 and 5, to whom is wisdom extending her invitation?

3. Read verses 6-9 and describe wisdom’s speech below. How is this such a
 contrast when compared to how wickedness speaks?

4. In verses 10 and 11 we are told to receive wisdom’s invitation because it  
 holds value beyond the riches of this world. Explain why this is true.
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Experience 2: Wisdom Sounds Like…  - Proverbs 8:12-21

1. The personal pronoun being used from Proverbs 8:12-36 has now shifted from “she”  
 to “I”. Read verses 12 and 13. In order to accept wisdom’s invitation, we must   
 approach God with the correct heart attitude. What are the attitudes found in verse  
 13 that we should avoid?

“The abundance of personal pronouns (I, mine, me, my – 16 occurrences in 10 verses) makes wisdom herself 
the focus and not her rewards.” (John Walvoord and Roy Zuck, The Bible Knowledge Commentary Old Testa-
ment, page 921)

2. Read Proverbs 8:14-21. Following is a list of wisdom’s attributes that are the same as  
 God’s attributes. Keep in mind that wisdom is an attribute of God. Now, read the list  
 of verses on the right and connect the proper verse about God with the attribute on  
 the left.

 Wisdom is…     God is…
 Counselor      1 John 4:8
 Understanding/wisdom    Acts 3:14
 Strength      Job 9:4
 Sovereign      Philippians 4:19
 Love      John 14:26
 Rich      1 John 3:7
 Righteous      Philippians 4:13
 Just       Romans 13:1
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Experience 3: Wisdom from the Beginning - Proverbs 8:22-31

1. In Proverbs 8:22 wisdom is now referred to as “me” but will return to “I” in  
 verse 23. According to verses 22-23, when did wisdom begin and with whom?

 a. Read Genesis 1:1-2 and John 1:1-3. What do these verses tell you about  
  wisdom’s foundation?

 b. Read Romans 1:20-26. What has man done with the wisdom of God that  
  has been clearly manifested in creation?

2. Read Proverbs 8:22-31. Wisdom is described as being possessed by God from  
 the beginning of time. Wisdom participated with God in creation. Read the  
 following verses that go with each day of creation taken from Genesis 1 and 2  
 and link wisdom’s participation from Proverbs 8:22-31 with the days of   
 creation.
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 Day 1 – Genesis 1:3-5:

 Day 2 – Genesis 1:6-8:

 Day 3 – Genesis 1:9-13:

 Day 4 – Genesis 1:14-19:

 Day 5 – Genesis 1:20-23:

 Day 6 – Genesis 1:24-31:

 Day 7 – Genesis 2:1-3:

3. From Proverbs 8:30-31, how is wisdom described in relationship to God and man?

Experience 4: Wisdom’s Blessings - Proverbs 8:32-36

1. According to Proverbs 8:32-34, how does someone receive wisdom’s blessings?

2. What are the blessings promised by God when someone receives His wisdom accord- 
 ing to verse 35? Explain.
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3. Read Proverbs 8:36. What does God say will happen to the person who   
 rejects His wisdom? What is the result?

Experience 5: Rahab
Read Joshua 2

1. Read Joshua 2:1-7. Joshua sent two Israelites to secretly spy out the land of  
 Canaan, focusing on the city of Jericho. This is the land God promised the  
 children of Israel, going back to His promise to Abraham in Genesis 13 & 17.  
 It is also enemy territory for the Jews. The spies came to Rahab’s house. How  
 is Rahab described and what happens when the king learns the spies are at  
 her house?

2. From verses 8-13, put in your own words the things that she declared to the  
 two spies concerning the LORD. How did Rahab recognize wisdom when it  
 called through these two spies? Keep in mind too, that Rahab uses the word  
 “LORD” which speaks of His personal name, “Yahweh.”

 a. How did Rahab respond to wisdom’s invitation?
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3. Read verses 14-24. Explain how the LORD used these circumstances to deliver  
 many people.

ACTING on God’s Word

Solomon was just 20 years old when he became king of Israel. Just north of Jerusalem 
was a place called Gibeon where Canaanite worship took place. Many went to the high 
places there to offer sacrifices to God as there was no temple for worship. Solomon loved 
God but still sacrificed and burned incense at the high places. It was here where the 
LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream at night early in his reign. The LORD called 
out to Solomon saying, “Ask! What shall I give you?” (1 Kings 3:5)  Solomon recognized 
the voice of the LORD. Feeling young and inexperienced as well as knowing God had 
placed him in authority over His people, Solomon knew that he needed God’s wisdom 
in order to rule well. He needed an understanding heart and discernment over people’s 
motives, whether they were good or evil. The LORD was so pleased with Solomon for 
recognizing his need for God’s wisdom that He gave Solomon riches and honor as well. 
The LORD told Solomon that if he heeded His wisdom and kept His commandments, 
that long life would come to him.

Solomon writes to us from the very things he learned and experienced. Just as he 
needed wisdom, so do we. The wisdom he gained he wanted to pass on. Wisdom isn’t a 
collection of knowledge; it is having good judgment based on knowledge. It is the ability 
to take knowledge and discern truth so that honorable decisions are made. Solomon’s 
example of seeking wisdom and walking in wisdom are held near to my (Stacy’s) heart. 
God used Solomon’s example in my life when He called me into Women’s Ministry. My 
plea to God was similar, even down to the words I used in prayer telling God that I was 
“young and inexperienced” (1 Chronicles 29), and the responsibility was too big. I 
needed God’s wisdom and, one morning while praying, God led me to the story of 
Solomon as he confirmed His calling to me through His Word.
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Life can be daunting sometimes, and God can use circumstances to show us that 
His wisdom is what we need. Wisdom was there in the beginning of time and 
remains available each day for our asking and receiving. Let’s take some verses 
from the lesson and apply them to our lives.

1. Proverbs 8:1 says, “Does not wisdom cry out, and understanding lift up her  
 voice?” Before Solomon cried out to the LORD for wisdom, the LORD called  
 out to Solomon in a dream. Wisdom seeks, calls and pursues. God’s wisdom  
 does not lurk in dark corners. He proclaims His invitation to wisdom openly  
 and frequently. His wisdom calls out to us in difficult situations. How have  
 you seen wisdom cry out to you and understanding lift up her voice in a  
 situation you either have gone through or are currently going through?

2. Proverbs 8:6a says, “Listen, for I will speak of excellent things, and from the  
 opening of my lips will come right things; for my mouth will speak truth.”  
 When wisdom calls, this verse tells us that we must listen. It has been said  
 that people are better talkers than listeners. Why is listening so important in  
 regard to wisdom? Is listening hard for you? Explain.
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 a. What simple things can you implement to help you be a better listener when it  
  comes to hearing God speak His wisdom to you?

3. Proverbs 8:10a says, “Receive my instruction, and not silver, and knowledge rather  
 than choice gold.” Here we are told that a response is needed when wisdom calls.  
 When we have to make choices, worldly wisdom competes with God’s wisdom. Is  
 this true for you in any area? What worldly wisdom is competing in your heart right  
 now that is trying to be heard over God’s wisdom? What is worldly wisdom saying?  
 What is the wisdom from God saying?
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4. Proverbs 8:34-35 says, “Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily  
 at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors. For whoever finds me finds life,  
 and obtains favor from the LORD.” Describe a situation in your life where  
 wisdom brought a quality of life that only comes from God.

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

Reflecting back on our chapter, how has the Lord prompted you to pray?

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.

Close in Prayer
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