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I

In John 1:35-42 we are introduced to Peter when his brother, Andrew, introduces Peter to Jesus, 
and they choose to follow Him. Perhaps that introduction went something like this: 

“Simon! Simon! Where are you?” 
“Andrew, stop shouting. I’m over here by the fishing nets! What’s wrong?”
“Nothing is wrong; actually, everything is finally, perfectly, right! We have found the Messiah! 
Come with me Simon and meet the Christ!”
“What are you talking about, Andrew? How do you know it is Him?”
“Just come with me, and you will see for yourself!”

Simon Peter likely met Jesus sometime around 27 A.D. through his brother Andrew. This intro-
duction would change his life forever. Over the course of the next forty years, he would leave his 
career of fishing and become a fisher of men because of God’s calling on his life. Peter was one of 
the disciples who was closest to Jesus. Scripture identifies Peter with three different names: 
Simon, Cephas, and Peter. Two of these names Jesus gave him personally: Cephas (John 1:42) 
and Peter (Matthew 16:18). These names seem to point almost to a progression in his walk with 
God. Simon means “hearing,” Cephas means “a stone” and Peter means “a rock.” 

For three of the forty years, Peter would be an apostle of Jesus and follow Him everywhere. At 
times he would be brazen and impetuous, while at other times fearful, and he would even deny 
knowing Christ. But over those three years he had a front row seat to some of the most incredible 
miracles as well as Christ’s transfiguration, resurrection and ascension back to heaven. Those 
years were tumultuous for Peter and certainly could be considered his training ground for what 
Christ would accomplish through him once Christ’s time on earth was finished.

Whatever Peter may have lacked prior to the day of Pentecost, he certainly made up for once the 
Holy Spirit resided within him. Acts 2:14-41 records Peter’s first public sermon, and it was so 
Spirit filled and powerful that 3,000 souls were added to the church that day. Peter healed many 
sick and lame people. He restored Tabitha to life. Further, he would help open the way for the 
Gentiles to be part of the church as God shows no partiality (Acts 10:34), desiring all to be saved. 

Despite all the amazing ways God used Peter in the early church, he would also suffer greatly for 
the cause of Christ. He was placed in prison many times and understood the concept of persecu-
tion and suffering. It is from this vantage point, many believe, Peter wrote 1 and 2 Peter. By the 
time he wrote these letters, he would be close to the end of his life. He was likely in prison when 
he wrote them awaiting his death. And yet, these letters are filled with profound hope, encour-
agement and theology. Peter may have been once considered an “unlearned fisherman,” but after 
having spent time with Jesus for three years, later empowered by the Holy Spirit, his letters are 
anything but simpleminded. 
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Author:
The author is Simon Peter, Son of Jonah.

Date 
The book of 1 Peter was likely written between 62-64 A.D before the burning of Rome in  July 
64 A.D. 

Audience
Peter is writing to the “Elect Pilgrims” (1 Peter 1:1), likely a group of both Jews and Gentiles 
living in Asia Minor, which is modern day Turkey. 

Weekly Written Lessons
This study on 1 Peter has been broken into ten weeks. Each week there is only one “day” of 
homework, which means that you will only go through the R.E.A.D. format once a week. 
There will be one or two “Experience” sections for each week. In this section, you will read 
the verses and answer questions from the text. After you go through the text, you will move 
on to the application section called “Acting on God’s Word.” Here you will apply what you’ve 
learned to your own life. This is such a necessary step so be sure to take the time to consider 
how God is speaking to your heart and life. The last section is your time to reflect and delight 
in God and what He has taught you. We will ask you to end with a verse that God spoke to 
your heart that week. This would be a great verse to memorize.

You may choose to do your homework in one sitting or in many; it is totally up to you. You 
should plan on about 60-90 minutes to complete the whole week’s study. We highly encourage 
you to spend the time in God’s Word answering these questions and digging into the text for 
yourself. You will find that your time investment will be given back to you deeply for your 
spiritual growth. 
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 RECEIVING God’s Word
 1. Before reading God’s word, you need to prepare your heart to receive from Him
   what he has for you by praying.  
  • During this time of prayer, confess any sin that may be present in your life. 
  • Ask God to open “the eyes” of your heart (Eph. 1:18) so you can  hear from Him  
   what He wants to communicate to you.  
  • Thank Him in advance for what He will do!
 2.   Receiving:  Read the scripture(s) text given.

 EXPERIENCING God’s Word

  This is where you will dive into the Bible and the daily chapter/verses. You’ll be   
 answering questions that lead you through the text by first observing the details, and   
 then focusing on the connections within the text and the bigger picture. At other times,  
 you may be investigating other verses from the whole counsel of God, and then drawing  
 some Biblical conclusions from what you have read. There may be several “experiences”  
 from within the text.

 ACTING on God’s Word 

  In this part of the study, you will be applying these verses to your life.  We read in   
 Hebrews 4:12 that God’s word is “alive and sharper than any two edged sword, able   
 to pierce through joint and marrow, soul and spirit.” Therefore, as you are studying,   
 God will be speaking to your heart and life.  We will be encouraging you to look at   
 applications, but God may have other things He is speaking to your heart.  We pray   
 you hear directly from Him.  As you listen to the Lord speak to your heart, may He   
 show you what steps He desires you take as you walk out your faith in Him.
 
 DELIGHTING in God’s Word

  In this final section you will reflect upon what you have learned about Jesus and   
 offer up your praise and thanksgiving to Him. As you close out your daily time, may you  
 truly find that He is the delight of your heart! He fills like no other and nothing else can.  
 And as you “delight yourself in the LORD” He will give you the desires of your heart   
 (Psalm 37:4), because after studying His word, your desires and His should be the same.  
 Through your time in God’s word, may you grow more and more into His image. You will  
 be asked to record a verse (or as many as you want!) that stood out to you from the   
 chapter, and then memorize it if you so desire. 

The format for this study follows the acronym READ: Read the Bible.
The acronym is broken down into 4 study sections. The sections are as follows:
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If you have never accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior but desire to take that step of faith all 
you need to do is:

First: Recognize that God loves you!

"For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)

"But God demonstrated His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died
for us." (Romans 5:8)

Second: Admit that you are a sinner.

"For all have sinned and fall short  of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23)

"As it is written: 'There is no one righteous, not even one." (Romans 3:10)

Third: Recognize Jesus Christ as being God's only remedy for sin.

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
(Romans 6:23)

"Yet all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become 
children of God." (John 1:12)

"For what I received I passed on to you as to first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according 
to the Scriptures." (1 Corinthians 15:3,4)

Fourth: Receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior!

"If you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved." (Romans 10:9)

Prayer is simply "talking with God." Right now, go to God in prayer and ask Christ to be your 
Savior. You might pray something like this:

"Lord Jesus, I need You. I confess that I am a sinner and that You paid the penalty for my sin 
through Your death on the cross. I believe that You died for my sins and were raised from the 
dead. I ask You to come into my heart, take control of my life, and make me the kind of person 
that you want me to be. Thank you for coming into my life as You promised." Amen. 

If you have prayed to accept Christ as your Savior, please tell someone today!  Share this 
exciting news with a close Christian friend, your small group leader or your pastor. They will be 
thrilled to encourage you in your faith and your decision to follow Jesus!  

B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S
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1 Peter 2:1-12: Living Stones

R

It’s the third year of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Twelve ordinary men, many of different backgrounds and 
professions, have been selected as those 12 in Jesus’ inner circle of students. They are eager to learn all 
they can from Jesus by observing His interactions and listening intently to His teachings. All the while they 
witness healings and amazing miracles performed in their midst. But there was so much to understand. 
Who was this God-man, Jesus? And why are the religious leaders plotting to destroy Him? 

Jesus takes His 12 disciples and breaks away from the throngs of people in Galilee. He has something 
important to teach them, especially Peter. After much travel through dusty roads and grassy fields, Jesus 
stops. Before them stands a mountainous rock towering high to the clouds and massive in size. The place 
was Caesarea Philippi, where pagan worship was both practiced and celebrated. The area is littered with 
idolatry. 

While the world with its dead, idolatrous, religious systems stands as the backdrop, Jesus looks at Peter 
and asks him, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter, uncertain in his own mind but prompted by the Holy 
Spirit says, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” And Jesus proceeds to tell Peter, his very 
name meaning stone, that on the rock of Jesus Christ, Peter would be used by God to build the church. 
Peter, who was often brash, impulsive, outspoken and overly enthusiastic, was chosen to do God’s work as 
a living stone. God was working in Peter to grow Him spiritually and would use Peter to place stone upon 
stone in building God’s spiritual house. 

It is this very truth that Peter now teaches us. We are God’s living stones, an oxymoron of words. Some-
thing so dead is now said to be alive. But isn’t that what Christ does for us? We were dead in sin and yet, 
by believing, we are now alive in Christ (Romans 6:11). To Him we are chosen, precious; a holy priest-
hood whom He desires to use as master builders proclaiming the truth of Jesus Christ. 

I don’t know about you, but sometimes I, Stacy, have trouble receiving the truth of who I am in Christ 
Jesus. Sometimes I just feel like a dead stone, forgetting that I am in fact filled with Christ’s life and 
purpose. I am chosen by God, and God desires to build up in me a spiritual house of sacrifice and praise. 
As Peter will tell us today, our job is to feed on His Word and literally stay away from those things that 
pull us from Jesus. For all that Jesus has done for us, it is our reasonable act of service to present our 
bodies to God as “living sacrifices, holy, and acceptable to God,” Romans 12:1. 

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read 1 Peter 2:1-12
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1. Read 1 Peter 2:1. If we want to grow as a believer, we are told in this verse that we must  
 lay aside some specific behaviors. What are they? Define them in your own words. 

2. In verses 2-3 Peter makes the analogy between a believer and a newborn baby. From these  
 verses, explain the relationship being made.

 a. How is the Word of God described? 

 b. Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-3. What hinders our ability to receive and digest God’s Word?  
  Connect the truths of 1 Corinthians 3 with those in 1 Peter 2:1.

The failure to either desire or to receive this pure milk of the word is the reason for so many problems in both individual 
Christian lives and in congregations. "The sickly condition of so many Christians sets forth a lamentable complaint of the food 
with which they are supplied. To say nothing of strong meat, they do not even get milk. Hence the Church of God too much 
resembles the wards of a children's hospital." (David Guzik commentary, Enduring Word, quoting Meyer)

3. In 1 Peter 2:4 we see the words “living stone.” The word “living” is the Greek word “zao.”  
 It means not just human existence but fullness of life, both spiritual and eternal. It is a  
 quality of life characteristic of vitality and power found in Jesus Christ. Keep this in mind  
 as you consider the next analogy that Peter gives in verses 4-6. Describe this analogy.   
 What does each word mean? 

 Who is THE Living Stone?______________________________

 The house represents_________________________________

 Who are the other living stones?_________________________

 How are they described? ______________________________

 What is their purpose?_________________________________

 Who is the chief cornerstone?___________________________

E EXPERIENCING God’s Word
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4. During Jesus’ earthly ministry, He had many powerful interactions with Peter of which we  
 believe Peter draws from in this Epistle. One of these interactions is in Matthew 16:13-19  
 and sets the foundation for what Peter is teaching in the verses we are studying today. Read  
 Matthew 16:13-19 and answer the following questions: 

 a. What essential question did Jesus ask Peter? 

 b. What was Peter’s answer? 

 c. How do you see the Holy Spirit working in this dialogue? 

 d. Look at verse 18. What is “this rock” upon which the church will be built? 

 e. Keep in mind that Peter’s name means “stone.” How will God use Peter as He builds  
  His church? 

5. Read Ephesians 2:19-22. How does this add to your understanding of what you have   
 learned about living stones and the church? 

6. Use 1 Peter 2:7-8 to compare how Jesus is received in these two verses by both groups of  
 people.  

 a. Why was “the word” the cause of stumbling?

7. How are we as believers described in 1Peter 2:9? Circle the description you appreciate   
 most. 
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A

8. Read verse 10 and list the things that Christ has done for us. 

9. In 1 Peter 2:11 Peter reminds us that we are pilgrims and sojourners in this world. He also  
 revisits the truth presented in 2:1-3. What does he say to us again? 

 a. Why does he reinforce this point in verses 11-12? 

 b. What is the ultimate goal for us as living stones? (vs.12)

ACTING on God’s Word

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
His own special people”

1 Peter 2:9

Brenda Ferri-Harris:  Wife to Michael, mother of Rebecca and Ethan, daughter of Eugene and 
Carrie, and sister to Stephen.

These titles describe who I am within my immediate family. This is my place in my family’s 
heritage. There is a measure of security and comfort knowing that I not only fit into this family 
line but also am known and loved by this group of people.   

Brenda Ferri-Harris:  chosen for my generation, a part of Christ’s royal priesthood, a part of God’s 
holy nation, and one of His special people.

The first description I gave of myself is likely the more common way I would depict myself. 
However, when I consider Peter’s description of who I am in Christ, I recognize I belong to yet 
another family line that supersedes my earthly ancestry. I have never introduced myself to 
anyone with those titles associated with my name. How about you? Have you ever stopped to 
really consider your relationship and title within God’s family?
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The four titles that Peter gives his readers in 1 Peter 2:9 (see above) are powerful and worth 
investigating. Let’s look at how these titles were given to a select group of people in the Old 
Testament, and then we’ll look at how these concepts have been applied in New Testament 
times to those who have put their faith in Jesus Christ. As we do this, I pray it will affect how 
you see yourself and define who you are in God’s family.

1. Chosen Generation

Deuteronomy 10:15
The Lord delighted only in your fathers, to love them; and He chose their descendants after 
them, you above all peoples, as it is this day.

Ephesians 1:4-5
Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will.

 a. Based on these verses, how are you part of a chosen generation? 

 b. What impact does this have upon how you view yourself? 

2. Royal Priesthood

Exodus 40:15 
You shall anoint them, as you anointed their father, that they may minister to Me as priests; for 
their anointing shall surely be an everlasting priesthood throughout their generations.

Revelation 1:5-6
And from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the 
kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has 
made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen.
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 a. The job of the priest was to go before the Lord on behalf of the people for worship and  
  sacrifice. Why is a priest no longer needed today for this role? 

 b. How are you part of God’s royal priesthood today?

 c. How does this impact your relationship with God?

3. Holy Nation

Exodus 19:6
And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words which you 
shall speak to the children of Israel.

Ephesians 2:10
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them.

 a. How do you see yourself as part of God’s holy nation?  

 b.  How does this impact your life?

4. His Own Special People

Deuteronomy 7:6
For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a 
people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth. 
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Ephesians 1:4-6
Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by 
which He made us accepted in the Beloved.

 a. How does this impact how you see yourself?

 b. How does this impact how you interact with God’s other “special people”?

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer

D
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1 Peter 4:1-11: The Clock Is Ticking

R

The early church was growing exponentially, but what accompanied that growth was the need to minister 
to more and more people. Peter and the disciples were focused upon spreading the gospel and working 
within the gifts that God had entrusted to them. However, when criticism arose from the Hellenists (Jews 
who grew up outside of Israel and had embraced Greek culture) regarding providing for the widows, the 
disciples called a meeting (Acts 6). 

The disciples were in agreement that the widows needed to be cared for, but who was to oversee that 
ministry? They decided to appoint seven men of good reputation who were full of the Holy Spirit and 
wisdom to give help and support to their widows. This was a sensible decision, not because the disciples 
did not want to wait on the widows, but rather so that they could be available to focus on spreading the 
gospel. It is likely the disciples were keenly aware of the brevity of their time on the earth. For them to 
oversee the administration of provisions to the widows would mean halting the work of fulfilling the Great 
Commission, which did not seem to be the best use of their time or talents. 

After the seven men were chosen, the disciples prayed and laid hands on them, commissioning them to go 
forward and serve the Lord. The result was a success. Acts 6:7 records the outcome of this well-made 
decision, “Then the word of God spread and the number of disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a 
great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.”

There are some practical lessons from this story. First, we need to recognize our gifts. God has given all of 
us, as His children, gifts to use for Him. It is our job to know them and then put them to good use. 
Second, we should be aware of our time. There are 1,440 minutes in a day. How are we putting that time 
to use for the Lord? Many “good” and “worthwhile” opportunities are available to serve. We must pray 
and seek the Lord to know not only which ones are within our gifting, but where does God want us 
assisting?

The first 11 verses of 1 Peter 4 are overflowing with wisdom. As you read the text today, may the Lord 
speak directly into your life and the areas He has you serving for Him. The clock is ticking; let’s be good 
stewards of our time and invest it well.

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read 1 Peter 4:1-11
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: 1 Peter 4:1-9

1. Read 1 Peter 4:1. Chapter 4 begins with the word “therefore”. Peter is still building  
 upon the foundation he laid for us in Chapter 3 that sin was paid for by Jesus’ death  
 on the cross once and for all. Jesus was fully man and fully God, yet He had to suffer  
 as a man without using His power as part of the Godhead. Why is it a comfort to  
 know that Jesus suffered in the flesh? What is the mind we are told to arm ourselves  
 with? Think back to 1 Peter 3:8 for additional support.

 a. Read Hebrews 4:14-16. What does this verse tell you about Jesus as both man  
  and God? How is this an encouragement as we face suffering and temptation?

2. The last part of verse 1 suggests a particular action we need to choose. What is it  
 and why is it critical for personal holiness?

3. We are all given a set amount of time on this earth. According to verse 2, how  
 should the believer be living?

4. Read 1 Peter 4:3. List the ways that someone, prior to knowing Christ as their Lord  
 and Savior, might have chosen to spend their time?  
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 a. This is an opinion question and one just for you to consider. Why do you think that  
  Peter referred to life before Christ as a “lifetime?”

5.  In verse 4 who is “they” referring to and what three things do these people do and think?   
 Explain.

“Flood of dissipation” - this word “dissipation” in the Greek is “anachysis” which means a pouring out or an overflow.
Metaphorically this means the excess or flood of riot in which a dissolute life pours forth.” (Blueletterbible.com, Greek lexicon)

6. Read 1 Peter 4:5. What is the warning found in this verse?

 a.   Read Psalm 9:8. What type of a judge is God and how does He judge?

 b. Read John 5:24. How do we escape the penalty for our sin that would result in eternal  
  separation from God?

 c. Read Revelation 20:11-15. What do these verses say regarding the last judgement? 

7. Read 1 Peter 4:6. Why is it so vital for believers to live and speak a life that glorifies God?
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 a. Read Colossians 3:5-10, 12-17. Make a list of those things a child of God should put  
  off and then make a list of those thing we should put on.

8. In 1 Peter 4:7 what does Peter mean when he says the end of all things is at hand?  What  
 are the “all things?”

9. Read 1 Peter 4:7-9. In light of the “end of all things,” as followers of Jesus, how are we   
 commanded to live? Why is this an example to those who do not follow Christ?

 a. Why does Peter say, “above all things…put on love” in verse 8? Read Proverbs 10:12  
  and note the contrast in this proverb.

 b. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a. How is love defined, and based on this, why does Peter  
  tell us that above all the things we can do we need to have love for one another?

Experience 2: 1 Peter 4:10-11

1. Read 1 Peter 4:10-11. What have we all received and what are we to do with it?
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2. Read the following verses and fill in the chart below with the gifts that are described in the  
 passage.

 Romans 12:3-8  1 Corinthians 12: 4-11  Ephesians 4:11-13
     and 27-31

 1.    1.    1.

 2.    2.    2.

 3.    3.    3.

 4.    4.    4.

 5.    5.    5.

 6.    6. 

 7.    7. 

     8. 

     9. 

     10. 

     11. 

     12. 

     13. 

 

3. Many people mistakenly say, “I don’t have a gift or I’m ill-equipped to use the gift I was  
 given.” How does 1 Peter 4:11 speak truth into those false statements? 

 a. When exercising your spiritual gift(s), who should receive all glory, accolades and   
  attention?
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ACTING on God’s Word

“…that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, 
but for the will of God. For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing 

the will of the Gentiles – when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, 
revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.” 

1 Peter 4:2-3

I (Stacy) can’t help but read these verses with a heavy heart. I was saved at the age of 6; raised 
by a mother who loved Jesus and, albeit rather legalistically, instructed me in the truths of God’s 
Word; but for years into adulthood I struggled to live a life that pleased God. For the believer 
who chooses sin, I believe there is a constant tension that exists in our hearts; desiring the 
things of God, but instead we choose to walk according to our selfish desires and lusts. I wanted 
Jesus and the world. The two can’t co-exist. But, oh how I tried. From high school and into 
college, I chose the world. If my life’s movie real was on rewind and you saw me during those 
years, you would not say, “Now there’s a girl who lives for Jesus.” I am ashamed to say I spent 
my time doing many of the things described in these verses. 

Enough of my past lifetime was wasted on things of no eternal value. By God’s grace, He 
pursued me using some difficult life circumstances to get at the deep sins of my heart. I recom-
mitted my life to Christ at the age of 22, but it wasn’t until around 2002 that I believe I fully 
surrendered my whole heart to His authority. I didn’t want to live this life for me. It wasn’t fun 
nor was it fulfilling. It left me empty and worn out. I wanted to live for God. 

Today’s verses hit close to home. Maybe they do for you, too? These verses speak of the time 
God has given us, and asks us what we are doing with it. 

1. Time. The verses today speak of the time that we have been given. I counted six different  
 references to time in these verses. We have a set lifespan determined by God. We have 365  
 days every year, and 24 hours in each day. We can fall into the trap of thinking that time is  
 our own. Would you agree with this statement? Why or why not? 

2. Describe your “past lifetime” before you were saved or fully surrendered your heart to the  
 Lord. What things characterized your priorities and how you spent your time? 

A



3. When did the Lord get ahold of your heart and you saw changes in the ways you spent your  
 free time, your entertainment choices, or the people you chose to spend time with?
 Describe these changes. 

4. In 1 Peter 4:4 Peter tells us that people will take notice of these changes too and will not be  
 so thrilled with them. They may even speak evil of you. Have you experienced this? Explain  
 if you have.

5. Peter tells us in 1 Peter 4:7 that we are to be serious and watchful in our prayers. With time  
 in mind, why is there (or should there be) such brevity to this command as a believer? Does  
 your life and prayer life communicate this brevity? 

6. Above all, God desires that we use the life He gave us for His glory and His purposes. Our  
 lives will and should look different from many of those around us. Are there specific
 situations you encounter where “different” produces tension or a struggle? Why? Can you  
 identify the root cause of this struggle? 
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 a. What things can you do, or how might your perspective need to change so that next  
  time you encounter this situation you don’t make it about you, but God is glorified?

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer

D
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1 Peter 4:12-19:  The Fiery Trial

So much was happening at rapid speed, as Peter stopped to take in the moment. He was a changed man 
now filled with the Holy Spirit, surrendered to Christ, and overflowing with an inexpressible joy. Peter 
couldn’t help but replay the previous day’s events in his mind. It was God who gave him the words to 
speak to the thousands gathered in Jerusalem celebrating Pentecost; God who spoke through Him and 
God who saved over 3,000 people. What rejoicing took place that day and the days that followed as new 
believers gathered together, opened the Holy Scriptures, prayed and praised God for the new life in Christ 
they were enjoying. 

His thoughts were quickly interrupted with the awareness of the time. He needed to get to the temple for 
afternoon prayer. He met up with John and the two made their way to the temple gate called Beautiful as 
3 p.m. quickly approached. Stepping into the gate, a man called for their attention. Peter had seen him 
there before. Each day this lame man sat at the gate begging for handouts; anything to help him. Peter’s 
heart was moved. This man needed Jesus. His physical state was one of brokenness since birth; his 
spiritual state was no different. Fixing his eyes on this man, Peter called for his attention, “Look at us” 
(Acts 3:4). Expectantly, the man looked with his hand outstretched. Peter had a gift to give, but it wasn’t 
silver or gold. In the name of Jesus, Peter instructed the lame man to rise up and walk. Reaching out his 
hand, Peter pulled him to his feet. The movement in the temple court stopped. Voices hushed as people 
watched with curiosity. The man’s excitement broke through the silence as he leaped; praising and 
glorifying God. Holding onto Peter and John, he entered the temple court with them as they made their 
way to Solomon’s Porch. Many followed closely behind. 

Peter took the opportunity to tell them about Jesus. With boldness and conviction, Peter shared the gospel 
once again. By this time, word had gotten to the captain of the temple, the priests and the Sadducees about 
Peter and John. Making their way to Solomon’s Porch, they heard Peter preaching in the name of Jesus 
and speaking of the resurrection of the dead. They had to shut them up. At once, they arrested Peter and 
John, placing them in custody. But the gospel message had gone out. God’s work had been accomplished 
as the crowd’s hearts were pricked by the very things Peter shared. Thousands put their faith in Jesus that 
day. 

The next day Peter and John were brought to a large gathering of political and religious officials. 
Undaunted by the crowd and filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter once again spoke of Jesus as the only name 
by which man can be saved. Looking out in the crowd, Peter saw the lame man from the previous day 
standing among those gathered. The Jewish leaders marveled at what was being spoken. They, too, saw 
the healed lame man and could not speak against what had been done. Commanding Peter and John to 
never speak or teach in the name of Jesus, the rulers decided to let them go. But Peter spoke again saying, 
“We cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). Further threats were given 
and Peter and John were released. 
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Fiery trials and suffering. They come in many forms. For Peter and John, it came this day through 
threats and imprisonment. Their freedom taken and their convictions challenged as a fiery trial came 
upon them. And yet, their faith unhindered and their message undeterred, their attitudes were 
seemingly filled with joy. Jesus had warned his disciples before his death that in order to be His 
disciples, they must “daily take up their cross, deny themselves and follow after Jesus” (Luke 9:23). 
Suffering is part of the Christian life. As Jesus suffered, so must we. But it was through Jesus’ 
suffering that people were brought to God. Suffering has purpose. Peter saw this firsthand that day. 
As many came to Christ, God was glorified and Peter’s faith strengthened. It is this very truth of the 
Christian faith that Peter will address today in the verses we will study. 

I, Stacy, have walked through much suffering and fiery trials over the years. What I have learned 
through some very difficult trials is that they all have purpose; purpose for me, purpose for those 
around me and, most importantly, purpose in God’s kingdom. Whatever you may be walking 
through today, trust that as God has allowed this trial, so too, God wants to use this trial in your life 
to bring you and those around you closer to Him. Just like with Peter, His glory is being revealed 
through you as you faithfully walk. 

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read 1 Peter 4:12-19

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

1. Read 1 Peter 4:12. How does this verse begin? Why might this stand out concerning the  
 subject manner? 

2. In verse 12 Peter says we, as believers, should expect something. What is it and why is it  
 necessary? 

 

 a. Trials are sometimes hard for us to bear as well as understand. Let’s look at why God  
   allows trials in our lives. Read John 9:1-3 and fill in the blanks below. 

   This fiery trial was allowed so that the ____________ of _______________ should   
   be revealed in him. This was not due to a sin issue. 
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  b.  Read Hebrews 12:7-11. Fill in the blanks below. 

   This fiery trial was allowed due to ___________. A consequence was necessary. God  

   allows this consequence, or fiery trial, so we become __________________ of His  

   ________________. God wants to use the trial to yield  “_____________________  

   fruit of  ___________________ to those who have been trained by it.”
  
 
  c.  Read James 1:2-4. Fill in the blanks below. 

   This fiery trial was allowed in order to ______________ your _______________.

 
  d.  Read Job 42:1-6. Fill in the blank below. 

   Job suffered loss of life, loss of possession, loss of relationships and loss of health. In the  
   end, in verse 5, Job declared to God what these trials produced in him. The fiery trial  
   was allowed so that Job would __________ God more fully. 

3. In 1 Peter 4:13 Peter is suggesting we react to suffering in a way contrary to our human  
 nature. How does he describe the way we should react when we experience trials?

  a.  Suffering allows us to closely identify with Jesus’ sufferings. Explain why this is   
      cause for rejoicing.
 

  b. Read Philippians 3:1 & 3:7-11. Explain Paul’s reasons for how joy is possible   
      through suffering.

“Peter once told Jesus to avoid the suffering of the cross (Mark 8:32-33). Once it seemed strange to the Apostle Peter that his 
Master should think of suffering. Now he thinks it strange that he could have imagined anything else.” (Meyer from David Guzik 
commentary, Enduring Word)
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4. In 1 Peter 4:14 Peter tells us that we are blessed when others shame us for our faith in
 Christ. How are we blessed? 

 a. From this verse, how does God see the one who shamed or reproached you and how  
  does God see you, the faithful? 

 b. Read Matthew 5:10-12. How is rejoicing possible when we are reviled or persecuted  
  for our faith in Christ? 

5. Read 1 Peter 4:15. We already learned that suffering can come as a consequence to sin.  
 How does this verse address our personal responsibilities so that we don’t bring suffering  
 upon ourselves? 

6. In question 2 of this lesson, we learned from John 9 that suffering can be allowed by God in  
 order to display His glory to others. If our suffering is for the glory of God, what should our  
 reaction look like? 

7. In verses 17 and 18, God’s judgment begins with His people. His judgment against the  
 person who dies without putting their trust in God will happen at the judgment seat of  
 Christ. Their eternity is one of fire. The believer’s eternity is one of blessing. From this  
 verse, how is suffering a form of judgment for God’s people now? 

“Now is our time of fiery trial (1 Peter 4:12); the ungodly will have their fire later. The fire we endure now purifies us; the fire the 
ungodly will endure will punish them. Yet we always remember that there is never any punishment from God for us in our 
sufferings, only purification. For the Christian, the issue of punishment was settled once and for all at the cross, where Jesus 
endured all the punishment the Christian could ever face from God.” (David Guzik commentary, Enduring Word) 
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8. Read 1 Peter 4:19. How is God described? How does this truth help us commit our souls to  
 Him in the midst of suffering? 

ACTING on God’s Word

In the front of my Bible, I (Brenda) have a series of statements listed there about how I should 
see myself before the Lord, my purpose and my attitude toward ministry. One of the state-
ments says, “May I not be surprised by hardships.” I remember writing that particular state-
ment because far too many times trials have blindsided me. I wasn’t expecting them; in fact, I 
used to think that because I served the Lord, I should be spared some hardships and be given 
an easier road.

Peter tells us, “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of 
Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy” 
(1 Peter 4:12-13). Peter is reminding us not to think that trials and suffering are strange, but 
rather to anticipate them and rejoice when we experience them! No one I know is signing up 
for fiery trials or suffering, and yet, today we learned that there are benefits to the trials we 
endure. Joy can be experienced when our attitude and perspective on suffering is focused on 
Christ rather than ourselves. 

1. When a fiery trial starts, do you question if God is angry with you and, therefore, the trial  
 is punishment? 

 a. Or have you ever thought that if you could just be refined enough, somehow the   
  suffering would stop? If so, why?

 b. What did you learn today that would correct this misperception for the purposes of   
  trials?

A
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2. Have you ever considered reversing your thinking about suffering from, “Why me God?”  
 to  “Why not me God?” What did you learn today from our lesson that would help you  
 make this shift in thinking?
   

3. When we suffer, we can be drawn closer to the Lord because we are partaking in a deeper  
 understanding of His suffering for us. In what ways have you understood this truth in   
 times of trial? How did the text today refresh your memory on this topic?

4. The pain in a trial often makes us focus on ourselves. What if, instead of looking at   
 ourselves, we turned our focus toward eternity? If we contemplated the fact that our   
 trials on this earth are both temporary and the worst we will ever endure, how could this  
 change our attitude and make us more joy filled?
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer

D






















