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“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4

I

Welcome to the book of Acts!  Stacy and I (Brenda) have looked forward to writing this study for 
several years and are enthusiastic about exploring this book with you!  We are so glad you have 
decided to join us!

Background:

The book of Acts, sometimes called the Acts of the Apostles, is an historical narrative about the 
formation of the early church. The book begins with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Jesus’ 
disciples just before Jesus’ ascension into heaven. It was through this empowerment, given on the 
day of Pentecost, that Jesus’ disciples set about fulfilling His last command in Acts 1:8 which says, 
“you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.” This became their mission and the gospel message spread like a fire with many believing 
in Jesus and becoming a part of the early church. Sadly, great persecution would come against the 
disciples, as well, and many would die for the cause of Christ. Nothing could dissuade them from 
their mission though. What the enemy meant for harm, God used for good because the gospel did 
make it to “the ends of the earth.”  (See chart below).

There is no other book like Acts.  It ties the Gospels and the Epistles together in the Bible with 
remarkable clarity.   All four Gospels flow into Acts Chapter 1. Matthew concludes his gospel 
with Jesus’ resurrection, Mark ends with Jesus’ ascension, Luke records the promise of the Holy 
Spirit and the last thing John records is the second coming of Jesus. All of these events are found 
in Acts 1 as Acts bridges the gap between the finished work of the cross and its impact on those 
who believe. Without the book of Acts there would be a large gap in the church’s establishment 
and initial work.  

Acts is an unfinished book despite all of its rich history, unparalleled stories, and incredible 
miracles.  It is unfinished because the church is still being formed today.  This book only records 
the beginning of the church’s heritage.  You and I are continuing the story and continue to carry 
out the great commission just like those described in this book. May the Holy Spirit empower us 
to do so as we follow His leading and direct our actions.

Author:
Luke is believed to be the author of Acts.  He is also the author of the Gospel of Luke as well as 
friend and traveling companion to Saul (Paul).  As a physician and historian, Luke often 
included in his written works details others seemed to overlook. 

Date of Writing and Location
The book of Acts was likely written before 64 AD although scholars debate the exact date.
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Audience
Acts’ audience is a broad one but was likely written for Gentile proselytes who had not grasped 
the full message of Jesus and the resurrection.  However, Luke begins his book by addressing a 
man named “Theophilus” who Luke also mentions in Luke 1:3.  There is much speculation over 
just who “Theophilus” was and his connection to Luke.  What we do know is that the name 
“Theophilus” means “lover of God” or “God-fearer” and so we can assume that whomever Luke 
was addressing was interested in Jesus, the gospel, and the beginning of the church.  Regardless of 
whether or not Theophilus was an actual person, anyone who is a “lover of God” or “God-fearer” 
remains the audience for this book.

How the Gospel Spread in the book of Acts
Below is a chart of all the areas and/or people touched by the gospel in the book of Acts. God 
used these events and people to form the early church. This chart was taken from the Thomas 
Nelson NKJV Study Bible. 

Destination Travelers Purpose Response Acts Reference

Samaria Peter and John Because of Saul’s persecution The Samaritans listened Acts 8:4-40
  and Stephen’s martyrdom, the to Philip and believed on 
  believers are scattered.   Jesus. The city was filled 
  Peter and John went to Samaria with joy.
  to preach to them. 

    
Gaza Road Philip An angel of the Lord told Philip to The Ethiopian man believed  Acts 8:26-38
  go to the Gaza Road and there Philip and was immediately 
  witnessed to an Ethiopian man.  baptized.

  
Damascus Paul Paul was persecuting the Christians   Paul became a believer  Acts 9:1-19
  and so Paul went to pursue them there.  in Jesus Christ.  Paul had
  However, Jesus Himself appeared to his sight restored and 
  him in a blinding vision. Ananias baptized him.
 
    
Joppa Peter To raise Tabitha from the dead. Many believed on the Lord. Acts 9:36-43

Caesarea Peter Peter had a vision from God, and in   Many Gentiles  Acts 10:1-48
  response he went to the home received the Holy Spirit 
  of Cornelius to preach the gospel. and they were baptized.

Antioch;  Barnabas The Jerusalem church sent Barnabas  Barnabas encouraged the Acts 11:19-26   
Tarsus  to check in on the church at Antioch church and then brought
  because many Greeks became believers. Paul to teach them

Cyprus; Barnabas, Paul,  This is the first missionary journey. Churches were established Acts 13:1-14:28
Pamphylia; John Mark. The Antioch church commissioned Paul  in Lystra, Iconium,
Galatia.  and Barnabas for this journey to spread  Antioch in Pisidia. 
  the gospel.
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Destination Travelers Purpose Response Acts Reference

Jerusalem Barnabas  They went to settle the question  The Jerusalem council  Acts 15:1-29
 and Paul whether Gentile Christians should  settled the dispute saying  
   follow Jewish laws.   that salvation was only 
    through Christ.
   

    
Cyprus Barnabas, John To visit the churches in Cyprus  Acts 15:36-41
 Mark

Galatia, Paul, Silas,  This is the second missionary journey.  Churches were   Acts 15:36- 
Asia Minor, Timothy, Luke Paul and Silas went to Galatia, and established in Philippi,  18:22 
Macedonia,   the Holy Spirit led them to Macedonia. Thessalonica and Corinth.
Achaia   Paul also preached in Athens.

Ephesis, Apollos He went from Alexandria to Ephesus  Acts 18:24-28; 
Achaia   and was taught the gospel by Priscilla  19:1   
   and Aquila. Then Apollos went to Corinth
   and Athens to preach the gospel.   

Galatia, Asia,  Paul, Timothy,  This is the third missionary journey.  Churches were  Acts 19:1-21:14 
Macedonia,  Erastus They visited the churches they had strengthened.
Achaia  previously been to including Ephesus.  

Rome Paul While on trial in Jerusalem, Paul  The people of Malta  Acts 27:1-28:31 
  appealed to Caesar and was then  honored Paul as a god.   
  transported to Rome. However, on the The Gentiles and Jews in 
  way, he was ship wrecked near Malta. Rome heard Paul preach
     the gospel. 

Weekly Written Lessons
Following the introduction, you will find the weekly study pages. In this study, most weeks will 
cover one of the 28 chapters in Acts. Some weeks, however, we decided to combine two chapters 
into one week. This is the exception, not the rule. As with the other Delighting in the Lord 
studies, this study uses the R.E.A.D format; Receiving God’s Word, Experience God’s Word, 
Acting on God’s Word, and Delighting in God’s Word.  With this study, there is only one day of 
homework for the chapter being studied each week. In the “Experiencing God’s Word” section, 
we often break the chapter into “experiences.” For these “experiences” we clustered verses 
together for your study and understanding.  You may choose to do your homework in one sitting 
or in many; it is totally up to you.  You should plan on about a total of one-hour for each week’s 
study to be completed.   The questions you will be answering will be based on the Biblical text 
and applying those Biblical principles to your own life. We highly encourage you to spend the time 
in God’s Word answering these questions and digging into the text for yourself.  You will find that 
your time investment will be given back to you deeply in your spiritual growth. 
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R

E

A

D

IV

   
 RECEIVING God’s Word
 1. Before reading God’s word, you need to prepare your heart to receive from Him
   what he has for you by praying.  
  • During this time of prayer, confess any sin that may be present in your life. 
  • Ask God to open “the eyes” of your heart (Eph. 1:18) so you can  hear from Him  
   what He wants to communicate to you.  
  • Thank Him in advance for what He will do!
 2.  Receiving:  Read the scripture(s) text given.

 EXPERIENCING God’s Word

  This is where you will dive into the Bible and the daily chapter/ verses.  You’ll be   
  answering questions that lead you through the text by first observing the details and  
  then focusing on the connections within the text and the bigger picture.  At other  
  times, you may be investigating other verses from the whole counsel of God and   
  then drawing some Biblical conclusions from what you have read.

 ACTING on God’s Word 
  In this part of the study, you will be applying these verses to your life.  We read in   

  Hebrews 4:12 that God’s word is “alive and sharper than any two edged sword, able  
  to pierce through joint and marrow, soul and spirit.” Therefore, as you are studying,  
  God will be speaking to your heart and life.  We will be encouraging you to look at  
  applications, but God may have other things He is speaking to your heart.  We pray  
  you hear directly from Him.  As you listen to the Lord speak to your heart, may He  
  show you what steps He desires you take as you walk out your faith in Him.
 
 DELIGHTING in God’s Word
  In this final section, you will reflect upon what you have learned about Jesus and   
  offer up your praise and thanksgiving to Him.   As you close out your daily time, may  
  you truly find that He is the delight of your heart!  He fills like no other and nothing  
  else can.  And as you “delight yourself in the LORD” he will give you the desires of  
  your heart (Psalm 27:4) because after studying His word, your desires and His should  
  be the same.  Through your time in God’s word, may you grow more and more into  
  His image.

The format for this study follows the acronym READ.  (“READ” the Bible)



V

DELIGHTING IN MY SALVATION
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If you have never accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior but desire to take that step of faith all 
you need to do is

First: Recognize that God loves you!

"For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)

"But God demonstrated His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died
for us." (Romans 5:8)

Second: Admit that you are a sinner.

"For all have sinned and fall short  of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23)

"As it is written: 'There is no one righteous, not even one." (Romans 3:10)

Third: Recognize Jesus Christ as being God's only remedy for sin.

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
(Romans 6:23)

"Yet all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become 
children of God." (John 1:12)

"For what I received I passed on to you as to first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according 
to the Scriptures." (1 Corinthians 15:3,4)

Fourth: Receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior!

"If you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved." (Romans 10:9)

Prayer is simply "talking with God." Right now, go to God in prayer and ask Christ to be your 
Savior. You might pray something like this:

"Lord Jesus, I need You. I confess that I am a sinner and that You paid the penalty for my sin 
through Your death on the cross. I believe that You died for my sins and were raised from the 
dead. I ask You to come into my heart, take control of my life, and make me the kind of person 
that you want me to be. Thank you for coming into my life as You promised." Amen. 

If you have prayed to accept Christ as your Savior, please tell someone today!  Share this 
exciting news with a close Christian friend, your small group leader or your pastor. They will be 
thrilled to encourage you in your faith and your decision to follow Jesus!  

B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S
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Many years ago, my husband and I (Stacy) were looking to buy a new home for our growing family. He 
desired an acre of land filled with trees. I desired a neighborhood and community. God directed us to a 
home that fulfilled both of our desires; a house on an acre lot filled with tall poplar trees in a neighbor-
hood. It felt a little off the beaten path but close enough to conveniences. We quickly learned that a house 
on a hill surrounded by trees does not bode well in storms. It didn’t take long before a storm rolled in and 
the power shut off. And then it happened again, and again and again. Finally, after one storm left us 
without electricity and running water for over five days, my husband decided it was time to install a 
generator. The only problem was, once the power went out, you had to wait for the generator to be 
plugged in and started up before power was restored to the house. Each time a storm rolled in and the 
lights went out, those minutes of darkness seemed much longer as I waited for power to come on. But 
what joy it was when the lights flipped back on! 

As we open Acts 1 today, it is like a storm rolled into darkened Jerusalem, and power was going to be 
turned on. The apostles and disciples of Jesus had never known or experienced power such as what we’ll 
learn about today. Up until now, they had walked with Jesus for over three years. They ate with Him, 
they talked with Him, and they learned from Him. They saw Him move in powerful ways by healing 
people of all kinds of sicknesses, casting out demons, forgiving sins and raising the dead to life. The 
pinnacle of this power was made known as Jesus Himself suffered, died and was raised to life. As we open 
Acts, Jesus has come to the end of His 40 days on earth following His resurrection. He would be leaving 
them again and ascending to heaven to be with God, His Father. I wonder how the disciples felt? The 
power that they had known and seen manifested in Jesus was now leaving. Would they be in the dark? 
What came next? I’m sure many questions swirled in their minds. Jesus was quick to reassure His follow-
ers that the power that was promised was coming. They would receive it, but they had to wait. 

That power, or dynamis as it is in the Greek, is where we get the word “dynamite.”  The power given to 
Jesus’ disciples would be like an explosion of dynamite. It was going to be a world changer. The lights were 
getting ready to be flipped on in their lives as the Holy Spirit would come upon them in power for their 
equipping as Christ’s witnesses. It would be a power working inside of them unlike anything they had 
experienced in the past. Something new. What I don’t think they realized was that they were being called 
to participate. Once they received this power, they were being called to action. Power that doesn’t produce 
anything, isn’t power at all. There was work to be done as Jesus was beginning to build His church 
through His body of believers.  The disciples didn’t understand all this, but as they watched Jesus ascend 
into the clouds, they knew that the power was coming soon; they just needed to wait expectantly. 

The power that the disciples received is power that is available to all of us who believe. It is power to do 
what seems impossible. It is power to be a witness for Jesus Christ. It is power that turns lights on in the 
darkness. Jesus still has work to accomplish through each of us. He is still building His church. Are you 
walking in His power? Is your life a shining witness of Him and His power working inside of you? As 
Warren Wiersbe once said, “We are not going to move this world by our criticism of it nor conformity to it, 
but by the combustion within it of lives ignited by the Spirit of God.” May you study these verses today 
and be encouraged in your own life. 

Acts 1: Receive Power
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R

E

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 1:1-26

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 1:1-11

1.  In Acts 1:1-3 list the four things that Jesus did and taught prior to ascending into heaven.

2. As Jesus spoke to His disciples in verses 4 & 5, He told them to stay in Jerusalem and wait  
 for the Promise of the Father. That past year, as Jesus walked with the disciples, He told  
 them about this Promise that would come from the Father. It was now time for them to  
 remember. Look up the following verses and note what you learn about this promised   
 helper from God and how He would help the disciples in Christ’s physical absence. 

 John 14:16-18
  

 John 14:25-27

 John 15:26

 John 16:5-15
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3. What were the people concerned with in verse 6? Contrast that with Jesus’ concern in    
 verses 7 & 8. What rebuke did Jesus give and why? 

4. In Acts 1:8 Jesus speaks of the Holy Spirit coming “upon” them. The word “upon” is “epi”  
 in Greek. What was the purpose of this filling of the Holy Spirit? 

 a. Read John 20:21-22 and describe what happened. Then read Ephesians 1:13-14, 4:30  
  and 5:18.  Describe what happens to the believer at the time of salvation. 

 b. What is the difference between these two fillings of the Holy Spirit? 

5. Read Acts 1:9-11 and describe how Jesus was taken up into heaven. Why is this important  
 according to verse 11b? 

Experience 2: Acts 1:12-26

1. Read Acts 1:13-15. You see a long list of people who were gathered in the upper room who  
 would be Christ’s witnesses as the church began. Does anything stand out to you about  
 those present?  What were these people doing? 

“With one accord.” This phrase, which is found eleven times in the Book of Acts, is made up of two words that mean “same” and 
“mind.” The phrase speaks of people sharing the same mind or thinking like-mindedly. It does not refer to people who all think 
and feel the same way about everything, but to people who set aside personal feelings and commit themselves to one task - in 
this case witnessing to others about the Lord Jesus Christ (See Romans 15:5-6). (Nelson Study Bible, page 1815). 
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2. In Psalm 69:25 and Psalm 109:8, David spoke words of prophecy concerning an individual.  
 We know now that this was Judas Iscariot of whom he spoke.  We see these words repeated  
 in Acts 1:20. Read Acts 1:16-20. What was the purpose of Peter referencing David’s   
 prophecy as he addressed the believers present? 

3. In Acts 1:21-23 what were the qualifications for an apostle? Who did Peter propose could  
 fulfill this? 

4. Read Acts 1:24-26. In choosing the twelfth apostle note the two things they do and in  
 what order. Who did they choose? 

ACTING on God’s Word

As Brenda and I were working through this chapter, we stopped when we got to verse 8 and 
both shared stories about a time in our lives when we experienced the power of the Holy Spirit 
coming upon us prior to us being called by God to be a bold witness. Our faith was so encour-
aged as we listened to each other’s story and the effect that the Holy Spirit’s power had on us 
and our circumstances.  Scripture is clear that in order to be God’s witness we need His power. 
Feel free to answer one or all of the acting questions. 

1. In order to strengthen your faith and to encourage others, have you ever experienced the  
 power of the Holy Spirit coming upon you to be His witness? Describe this time. If you  
 cannot think of a time you were empowered as a witness by the Holy Spirit, pray and ask  
 the Holy Spirit to come upon you so you can be a bold witness for Him.

  

A
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2. The disciples of Jesus were told that they would be Christ’s witnesses in “Jerusalem, all of  
 Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” Notice that their witness started close to  
 home and went out from there as Christ was building the church of believers. We all have  
 people in our close proximity and afar off who need to hear about Jesus. Make a list of those  
 in your “Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria” who need salvation. Over the course of this study,  
 commit to praying for these people by asking God how you can be His witness to them. 

3. The Lord had a mighty work for His disciples to accomplish and He was giving them the  
 power to do it. Two times in this chapter we see the disciples distracted. They thought the  
 Kingdom was going to be restored to Israel right now (1:6), and when Jesus ascended to  
 heaven, they had to be told by two angels to stop looking at the clouds (1:11). I take com- 
 fort in the fact that others get distracted too! How about you? Are there distractions you are  
 allowing in your life that keep you from being a witness for Christ and doing the work He’s  
 called you to? What are those distractions? How can you apply these examples from today’s  
 verses to your life? 

You can’t have the power of God in you or upon you unless you’ve received Jesus Christ by faith. 
If you have never made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ, God is inviting you today. Turn 
to the introductory section and read through “Delighting in My Salvation.” 
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer

D
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Jesus promised His followers in Acts 1 that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon 
them and they would be His witnesses. That promise came to fruition in Acts chapter 2 on the day of 
Pentecost. As the believers in Jesus waited in “one accord” (v.1), the Holy Spirit descended upon them in 
a very unique way. It began with the sound of a mighty rushing wind, and then what appeared like 
tongues of fire emerged upon each person. “They were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues” (v.4). This day was like no other Pentecost celebration. This one would go down in history 
as the day that the first fruit of Christ’s church was given. It would be the beginning of the harvest with 
3,000 souls who would put their trust in Jesus Christ. We are told that these people were “cut to the 
heart” (2:37) when they heard Peter speaking truth about Jesus. 

It was the Holy Spirit’s indwelling upon His disciples that began what we know today to be “the church.”  
It was through speaking in tongues that the disciples were able to speak in the various languages of the 
cultural groups that had gathered in Jerusalem for Pentecost. They heard them speak about “the wonder-
ful works of God” (v. 11) in their own language, and it caused them to marvel and question what was 
happening. Peter would stand up and shed light on the situation with a remarkable speech, and explained 
the prophecy concerning Jesus Christ which had been fulfilled with quotes from the Old Testament. He 
wraps up his message with a challenge for his listeners to repent, be baptized and receive the Holy Spirit 
for themselves.  Three thousand people responded to his invitation, and a time of great fellowship was 
enjoyed by the new church that was formed.  

Today, we look back upon this day with great amazement and awe. Having been raised in a Pentecostal 
church, I (Brenda), have witnessed the gift of speaking in tongues exercised according to 1 Corinthians 
14. However, the focus of this chapter is not so much about the gift of speaking in tongues, as it is about 
the power that is given when there is a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit into our lives. We all need a 
fresh filling of the Holy Spirit so that we can be the witness that God needs in the world today. Ask Him 
for it. He is so faithful to pour out His Spirit upon us. 

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 2:1-47

Acts 2: Gift of the Holy Spirit

R
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 2:1-13

1. Read Act 2:1-4.  Describe in your own words how the Holy Spirit fell upon His disciples.

2. In Acts 2:5-12, who witnesses the outpouring of the Spirit and what was their response?

3. Look at the map below and the homelands of the people who were in Jerusalem at this  
 time.  How does Acts 2:9-11 fulfill Acts 1:8?
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4. We are told in Acts 2:4 that the disciples began to speak in tongues as the Spirit gave them  
 utterance. In Acts 2:11 the tongues spoke of the “wonderful works of God.”  Read 1   
 Corinthians 14:2. How does this support what we saw demonstrated in Acts 2:4,11?

Experience 2:  Acts 2:14-47

1. In Acts 2:14-47, Peter stands up and gives a sermon to all those gathered.  The first part of  
 his message echoes the Old Testament teaching spoken by Joel the prophet in Joel 2:28-32.  
 Joel’s prophecy speaks of the nation of Israel in the end times and God’s Spirit being   
 poured out on the people of Israel. Peter wanted the Jews present to see that this time is  
 now and is for them. Read Acts 2:17-21.  What do you learn about the Spirit of God from  
 these verses, and what truth does Peter share concerning the Jews and salvation? 

2. Read Acts 2:22-24. Peter is zeroing in on the focus of his sermon as he speaks of Jesus of  
 Nazareth.  What truths does Peter present in regard to Jesus that is important for our belief  
 in Him? 

“Yet, it was not possible that Jesus should remain bound by death, as explained by Peter's following quotation from Psalm 16.  
It was not possible that Jesus should remain a victim of the sin and hatred of man; He would certainly triumph over it.  Having 
loosed the pains of death: In the phrase pains of death, the word pains is actually the word for "birth pains."  In this sense, the 
tomb was a womb for Jesus!” (David Guzik)
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3. Read Acts 2:25-35.  Peter uses Psalms written by David to support his truths from the   
 previous verses.  These Psalms would have been familiar to his audience. Peter quotes   
 Psalm 16:8-11, Psalm 68:18 and Psalm 110:1 and weaves them into his message.   List the  
 points that David made and how they point to the Messiah, not himself. 

4. In Acts 2:36-41, what did Peter want his audience to know? What was his invitation and  
 what was their response?

5. In verses 42-47 we see the first church formed. What were the four characteristics found in  
 verse 42 of the first church? Describe the actions and behaviors that followed. Circle the  
 attribute you find most outstanding.

ACTING on God’s Word

The first church was made up of flawed believers just like today’s church; however, there 
appears to be a unity that is worth noting.  The church began through the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit on repentant people who believed in the simplicity of the gospel.  What can we 
take away from their example to apply to our own church and any ministry that we serve in?

 

A



Acts 2• 11

         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs

1. If this is our God-given model for the church, has the church strayed from this and if so,  
 how?

2. How is the Holy Spirit essential to the health of the church? How is the Holy Spirit essential  
 to the health of any area of service to God? 

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has God prompted you to pray?  

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.  

Close in Prayer

D
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The flames of fire over the heads of Jesus’ disciples have ceased. The mighty rushing wind is no longer 
heard. The great time of worship and praise has quieted as the day of Pentecost came and went. The 
extraordinary experience was a distant memory as ordinary life resumed for the disciples. Today we’ll see 
Peter and John going about the ordinary and routine of their lives. Part of the daily routine of the Jews is 
temple prayer. As our chapter opens, Peter and John are going up to the temple together to pray at the 
daily afternoon prayer service. But even in the ordinary and routine of life, God often works in extraordi-
nary ways. The Holy Spirit’s power unleashed at Pentecost still remained as the Holy Spirit lived within 
them. I don’t know what it is about our daily schedules that can cause us to sometimes miss the power of 
Jesus being displayed. Do we get too intent on where we are going and what we have to do? Do we get too 
intent on schedules, demands, work, errands and everything in between that we miss the Holy Spirit’s 
promptings and the whisper of His voice? I (Stacy) know it sometimes happens to me. 

As we will see today, even in the ordinary, God wants to do the extraordinary. Peter and John will see a 
man, lame from birth, sitting outside the temple’s Gate Beautiful. The gate called Beautiful, overlaid with 
Corinthian brass, led into the court of the women. It served, in a sense, as the front door to the temple 
proper. Here, the lame man sat each day. As people passed by, he would ask for a handout. He needed 
something to ease his burden and pain; something to bring temporary refreshment. It was part of his daily 
routine. Peter won’t quickly pass him by. He will take notice of him. We don’t see him irritated or upset. 
It’s quite the contrary. We see Peter fix his eyes intently on this man. In this ordinary moment, Peter sees 
this man as Jesus does:  empty, broken, and needy. This man thinks a silver coin will fill his emptiness; 
Peter knows that only Jesus can fill that empty place. Peter knows there is power in the name of Jesus. 
And, even in the ordinary, Peter sees an opportunity for the power of the Holy Spirit to move. 

In faith and power, Peter lifts this man to his feet, and both Peter and this man witness the power of Jesus 
unleashed. There aren’t thousands gathered this time. There is one. One who needs Jesus. 

You see, the healing of this lame man was a direct act of Christ working through Peter. Through that 
touch, Christ was making contact with human need through His people. Through that touch and word 
spoken, the Holy Spirit was moving. Through that touch, a man was healed. Through that touch, others 
witnessed the power of the name of Jesus and came to faith in Him. 

All because a man, filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, walked expectantly in that power, even in the 
ordinary of his day. He yielded to the Holy Spirit working in Him. 

As we move through the chapter, we will see opposition grow out of this healing. But through that opposi-
tion, an even greater boldness will come. 

What does your ordinary life look like? I pray that we can learn from Peter and not look for extraordinary 
moments of Jesus outside the routine of our day, but look for it right in the midst of life’s routines and all 
that we may call “ordinary.” 

Acts 3: Ordinary Life, Extraordinary Power
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R

E

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 3:1-26

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

1. Read Acts 3:1-3 and describe what is happening.

This is the Eastern Gate looking from the Mount of Olives. Behind this gate would be the Gate Beautiful which led 
to the Court of Women. For more detail, see map on the following page.

Photo taken by Stacy Davis
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There were three hours in the day, separate hours, at which people gathered to the Temple, and the evening hour 
was the hour of sacrifice, the night hour. The hour of prayer was half an hour after the sacrifice had been offered. 
In it the incense offering was ascending and men prayed. Peter and John went to the Temple, not at the hour of 
sacrifice, but at the hour of prayer which followed sacrifice. (G. Campbell Morgan, The Acts of the Apostles pg. 98)

2. Read Acts 3:4-7. How did Peter respond to this man’s request for money? How does his  
 response represent his faith in Jesus?

 a. Read John 14:12-14. What had Jesus already assured Peter before his death and   
  resurrection?  
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 b.   How is Peter responding to a human need through the power of the Holy Spirit?

3. Read Acts 3:8-11. Describe how the healing affected the lame man and those who   
 witnessed his healing.

4. Read Acts 3:12-16. When Peter saw the people marveling at this healing and ascribing him  
 the power and credit, he immediately spoke into what he saw. 

 a. What truths did he give about God? 

 b. What responsibility did he assign to them? 

 c. What did Peter say about the power of Jesus and faith in Him regarding this miracle? 

5.  Read Acts 3:17-21. Peter’s concern is about the repentant heart of his listeners and their  
 sin.  The people are amazed at the new life given to this lame man. How does Peter draw a  
 parallel between the restoration that comes from physical healing and the restoration that  
 comes through spiritual healing in Jesus? 
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This amazing sermon by Peter uses five different names or titles for the Lord: his servant Jesus (v13); the Holy and 
Righteous One (v. 14); the author of life (v. 15); the Christ (v. 20); and a prophet like me (v. 22). Remember that the 
name would trigger in all pious Jews a connection with the sacred, never pronounced personal name of God and his 
divine presence and power. Now Peter applies that most sacred name to Jesus of Nazareth. (Holman New 
Testament Commentary on Acts, pg. 52)

6.  Read Acts 3:22-26. Why does Peter remind the Jews of Moses’ prophecy concerning Jesus   
 and them?  What should be their personal response based on what Peter said and why? 

7. We see two outcomes of Peter’s sermon in Acts 4:1-4. Read these verses. What are the two  
 outcomes and how do they both come because of the power of the name of Jesus? 

ACTING on God’s Word

In the verses we studied today, we saw Peter and John going about their day. In the ordinary of 
their day their eyes were open to the people around them needing Jesus. We saw the Holy Spirit 
work through Peter and John by touching the physical body of the lame man, and he received 
healing.  As a result, many came to believe in Jesus.  

1. What have you learned today from Peter’s response to the lame man that you can apply to  
 your ordinary day? 

A
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2. What did you learn from the lame man’s response to Peter that you can apply to your life? 

3. Describe what you learned from Peter witnessing to those he came in contact with. From  
 this, what can you apply to your own life in the witnessing opportunities presented to you as  
 you go about your daily routine?  

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer 

D
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Last week in Acts 3, we read that Peter, through the power of the Holy Spirit, healed the lame man by the 
gate called Beautiful and many people put their faith in Christ. I (Brenda) can only imagine how blessed 
and encouraged Peter and John must have been after seeing so many people believe in Christ, not to 
mention God performing a mighty miracle! But isn’t it just like Satan to try and rob the joy that occurs 
when something good is done in Jesus’ name? The enemy will often bring difficulty or conflict by trying to 
dissuade or discourage the servant of God.  

As we open Acts 4, we find Peter and John placed into custody with the local authorities overnight 
because they preached of Jesus’ resurrection. I am guessing that fear may have crept into the backs of their 
minds as they waited overnight. Being in jail would have certainly reminded them of how Jesus was taken 
captive before His crucifixion. In John 18 we find that it was Annas and Caiaphas, the high priest, who 
helped orchestrate Jesus’ death. Jesus spent a night in custody at Caiaphas’s house, and it was outside that 
same house that Peter denied Jesus three times. For Peter, perhaps it was a reminder of past failure; failure 
in his promise to go with Jesus to both prison and death (Luke 22:33). These things are not answered 
specifically in God’s Word, but as the chapter unfolds, what we will see is amazing courage and boldness 
in their dire circumstances. They exemplify what would later be written in 2 Timothy 1:7 which says, 
“For God did not give us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” They stand upon 
what they know to be truth and proclaim it to those who are persecuting them. They refuse to go along 
with the leaders’ commands because it is in direct opposition to what God had directed them to do. When 
they are finally released, they turn to the Lord and are strengthened in prayer with the body of believers 
asking God for even more boldness. What an example for us today in how to exercise our faith and trust 
in the Lord in difficult times. 

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 4:1-37

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 4:1-22

Acts 4: Courageous Acts

R

E
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1. Last week we looked at verses 1-4 in Chapter 4, and saw Peter and John arrested and   
 many come to Christ.  Let’s pick up in Acts 4:5 where the Jewish leadership is gathered,  
 and they are interrogating Peter and John. Read Acts 4:5-7.  Look at verse 7.  What   
 question do they ask Peter and John?

2. How does verse 8 describe Peter?  What does this indicate about the continual filling of  
 the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer?

 a. Read Matthew 10:16-20. How had Jesus already prepared Peter and John for this day?

3. Read Acts 4:9-12.  What was the judgment that was cast on Peter, and what judgment did  
 Peter cast on them?

4. Read Acts 4:13-14.  You will notice descriptive words regarding Peter and John.  How are  
 they described?  Why could the council say nothing against the healing that was   
 evidenced?

5. In verses 15-18, the Jewish leaders made a decision about what to do with Peter and John.   
 What was it, and why was the decision made?
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6. Read Acts 4:19-22. What do we learn from Peter and John’s answer to the authorities? 

7. Read Romans 13:1-7. What does God say about government officials and our responsi- 
 bilities before them? 

 a.  Read Ephesians 1:19-23. Who is our ultimate authority? What would be the only   
  reason to go against the laws or authorities in this world?  

“From the beginning, God’s people have resisted any command that was against God’s will (for example, the 
Jewish midwives of Exodus 1; Moses’ parents in Hebrews 11:23; Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego in Daniel 
3).” (NKJV Thomas Nelson Study Bible)

Experience 2:  Acts 4:23-37

1. We see in Acts 4:23-31 that once Peter and John were released, they gathered with   
 believers, told them what happened and prayed.  Read these verses and note the specific  
 things they prayed.  Be sure to notice the outcome of their prayer in verse 31.

2. Peter and John’s obedience and Godly response had a great impact on the church. We read  
 of the impact it had on individuals and the church as a whole. Read Acts 4:32-37.  Then  
 look at the fruit of the Holy Spirit listed from Galatians 5:22-23. Next to each fruit listed,  
 write how the early church demonstrated this quality.

 Love

 Joy

 Peace

 Patience

 Kindness

 Goodness

 Faithfulness

 Gentleness 

 Self-Control



         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

Acts 4 • 21© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs

ACTING on God’s Word

 “Be strong and courageous for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:9

1. Today we saw Peter and John respond courageously to persecution and circumstances that  
 could have taken their lives. Based on what you learned today, what were the keys to their  
 courage?  

2. Is courage needed in your own life? Check any areas that may apply. 

 ____Marriage  _____ Finances ____Health ____ Unpopular decisions

 _____Parenting  _____Unsaved family/friends    ____Job   

  ___Direction from God    ____Sharing Christ

 ____Other______________________________

3. Read over your answers to questions #1 and #2.  How can you use what you have learned  
 to walk more courageously in the power of the Holy Spirit? 

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray?

A

D
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Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer



 Acts 5 • 23

         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4

© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs

We live in a cultural and political environment where our amendment rights are being challenged, Chris-
tian values are being criticized and men are making a mockery of God’s Word. The sanctity of life isn’t 
being upheld, nor is marriage as God intended it; one man to one woman. The Ten Commandments have 
been taken down from Court houses, and Christmas isn’t a celebration of Christ’s birth; it has become a 
“holiday” clouded with commercialism. We live in a time that our God-given rights and the truth of God’s 
Word are slowly eroding from our culture. It may not be long before a stand for God’s Truth, opening our 
Bibles in public, and speaking the name Jesus become more than offenses, but grounds for arrest. I (Stacy) 
shudder at the thought of it!  And yet, I believe that without a revival in our nation, these things may be 
seen in our generation. 

It begs the question, if asked to stand for God and His truths or cater to men, which would you choose? 

It is this very question that we see played out in today’s verses. Our chapter begins with a married couple 
selling a possession and then lying about the proceeds they gave to the church. The wife is in on this 
charade, and instead of doing what is right in God’s eyes, she chooses to cater to her husband by playing 
along with this lie. Sadly, in the end they both pay the price with their lives. For us, the consequence may 
seem harsh for the offense, but their sin was before the Lord. Their choices followed men, not God.  
Anytime we cater to men and compromise God’s truths, there will be a price to be paid. 

We see the opposite play out with Peter and some of the apostles. They, too, paid a price, but it  stemmed 
from their obedience to God. If you recall, the governing council commanded them not to speak of the 
name of Jesus. As believers in Christ, the name of Jesus is what gave them life and power; it’s what 
governed their actions. They couldn’t help but speak of him, and so they did. They knew that God was the 
final authority, and it was under that authority they acted. They were thrown in prison for their obedience 
to God. God moved powerfully on their behalf, blessing their obedience to Him. As a result, He protected 
them, used them as His mouthpiece to further His gospel and taught them that in this “they were counted 
worthy.” 

God has called each one of us “worthy” to suffer shame for His name. May He give us the strength and 
power, as He did the apostles, to speak of His name and declare His truths even when the government 
may tell us to be quiet. Sometimes the choice of obedience is within the four walls of our home; sometimes 
it is in the greater context of the world. Either way, may we fear God more than we ever fear men, and 
choose obedience to God.  Let’s dive into these verses today and see what God has to speak to our hearts 
on this topic.  

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 5:1-42

Acts 5: Whom Do You Obey? 

R
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 5:1-16

1. Read Acts 5:1-6 and answer the following questions: 

 a. What did Ananias and Sapphira do? 

 b. What could have been their motivation? 

 c. Who does Peter say is the initiator of lies? 

 d. What did Ananias conceive in his heart? 

 e. Who did he sin against? 

 f. What happened to Ananias? 

2. Read Proverbs 6:16-19. List the things that God hates. How do these verses support God’s  
 judgment? 

3. Read Acts 5:7-11. Peter questions Sapphira about her offering to the Lord and going along  
 with her husband’s choice. Knowing their choice went against God, what should Sapphira  
 have done? 

 a. What was the consequence for her sin? 

What Ananias did also must be seen in the context of its time.  This was a critical juncture for the early church, and 
such impurity, sin, scandal and satanic infiltration could have corrupted the entire church at its root. "The Church has 
never been harmed or hindered by opposition from without; it has been perpetually harmed and hindered by perils 
from within." (Morgan, as quoted in David Guzik commentary on Acts)
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4. Read Acts 5:12-16.  After Ananias and Sapphira died, we are told in Acts 5:11 that a great  
 fear came upon the church, and upon all those who heard what happened. In these verses,  
 how do you see the power of God being made known in the early church? How were   
 believers and unbelievers impacted by this? 

Experience 2: Acts 5:17-42

1. Read Acts 5:17-21. Here we see some of the apostles and Peter imprisoned again. Some- 
 thing supernatural happens. Describe the events. What were the apostles told to do?

2. Read Acts 5:22-29. The officers go to the prison cell looking for Peter and the apostles. To  
 their surprise, they find the cell empty with the guards standing outside the doors. Con- 
 fused,  the officers go tell the chief priest and learn that Peter and the disciples are in the  
 temple teaching in the name of Jesus. This, they had previously been forbidden to do. They  
 bring them peaceably before the council and begin questioning them. What reason do the  
 apostles give for their disobedience to the governmental command? 

3. In Acts 5:30-32, Peter responds to the officials with a salvation message. What are his four  
 points? How does this demonstrate his heart for the lost? 
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4. We read in Acts 5:33-34 that the governing council was furious with Peter’s answer and  
 plotted to kill these men. A wise Pharisee named Gamaliel, who is a respected teacher of  
 the law, steps in to speak words of wisdom and caution to the council. Before speaking, he  
 has the apostles put outside so they can’t hear the conversation. He then instructs these  
 men to leave the apostles alone and see what comes of their work. He uses two examples  
 to support his advice. Read Acts 5:35-37 and describe the examples he uses.

5. Read Acts 5:38-39. What does Gamaliel say will happen to the work of men over time?  
 What happens to the work of God? 

6. Finish the chapter by reading verses 40-42. How did the men in the council respond to  
 Gamaliel’s advice? How do the apostles respond? 

7. What does it mean to be “counted worthy” to suffer shame for His name, as seen in verse  
 41?
 

ACTING on God’s Word

1. In Acts 5:29 Peter and the other apostles don’t mince words when they boldly declare   
 before the Sanhedrin (government officials) that “we ought to obey God rather than men.”  
 We witnessed how Ananias and Sapphira did not apply this to an area of their lives and  
 how Peter and the apostles did. What did you learn from each example that you can apply  
 to your life?

A
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 Ananias/Sapphira: “You have not lied to men but to God” (v.3)

 Peter/Apostles: “We ought to obey God rather than men.” (v.29)

2. People pleasing is dangerous ground. Yet, I would imagine we have all dealt with it in some  
 capacity. Why is people pleasing dangerous in our walks with God? Can you identify some  
 root causes for why you might try to please people over God in certain circumstances? Be as  
 specific as you can. 

3. Why is it important to understand and apply the truth that all actions are first done before  
 God? How should this influence your choices? 

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 
D
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Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer 
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In Acts 6, the first deacons will be assigned to the church. Since the chapter is relatively short, we will 
move into the first part of Acts 7 and read a portion of a rather lengthy message from one particular 
deacon named Stephen. Stephen was a devout man who was falsely accused of blasphemy against God. 
Several people stood to testify against him, but they lied. When Stephen was brought before the council, 
rather than trying to defend himself, he used it as an opportunity to encourage the Jewish leadership to see 
that they had missed their Messiah. By using the past, Stephen gave examples of how they have rejected 
many of the deliverers God had sent to them. Hoping that they may see Christ was sent to save them too, 
Stephen used Jewish history to try to make this point clear, but they rejected him as well.  

Being in Christian leadership has been one of my (Brenda) greatest joys, but it has also been where I have 
experienced some of my greatest discouragements. This past year, I experienced the sting of being falsely 
accused of ill intent.  When I met with the person who was accusing me, and tried to unravel the truth 
from the lies, I felt defensive and my spirit was crushed. I went to the Lord with my pain and my disap-
pointment, but the scar from the hurtful words had left a mark.  

It is no fun to be wounded in any way, but being wounded with words, perhaps, is the most common 
wound inflicted. When you serve the Lord, you become a target for the enemy. He stops at nothing, and 
tries to drag you down and stop you from making an impact for the Kingdom of God.  Satan has no 
problem stirring up dissension, but I believe he especially loves doing it within the church.  May we each 
remember that the people who serve us in the name of Jesus are not super humans.  They are just flesh 
and blood, fallible people who have said, “Yes” to something God asked them to do for Him.  May we all 
remember this before we open our mouths to say something that is not edifying.   

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 6-7:16

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 6:1-15

Acts 6-7:16: A Deacon Named Stephen

R

E
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1. Read Acts 6:1-4.  The apostles summoned the disciples to meet and discuss a problem   
 regarding the lack of attention given to some of the widows. The apostles understood that,  
 because they were experiencing growing pains in the church, they could not be deterred  
 from the ministry of prayer and the teaching of the word. Describe who they seek out to care  
 for the widows (verse 3).

2. Read Acts 6:5-8.  Stephen is one of the men chosen to care for the widows.  How is he  
 described in verses 8 and 15?  In verse 7, what do you learn resulted from the apostles Spirit- 
 filled decision making?

“The Hebrews were those Jews who were more inclined to embrace Jewish culture and were mostly from Judea. The 
Hellenists were those Jews who were more inclined to embrace Greek culture and were mostly from the Diaspora (all 
over the Roman Empire).  For the most part, Hebrews tended to regard Hellenists as unspiritual compromisers with 
Greek culture, and Hellenists regarded Hebrews as holier-than-thou traditionalists. There was already a natural 
suspicion between the two groups, and Satan tried to take advantage of that standing suspicion.” (David Guzik)

3. Read Acts 6:9-15.  A dispute arose from the synagogue of the Freedmen against Stephen.   
 They were not able to argue the words spoken by Stephen because they were said through the  
 power of the Holy Spirit. The Freedmen devised a plan to have men falsely accuse Stephen of  
 blasphemy. Describe all the ways that these men were trying to divide the work of the Lord.
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 a. Looking specifically at verses 11-14, what did they accuse Stephen of speaking   
  against? (There are four total.)

“Jews from many nations resided in Jerusalem in their own ‘quarters,’ and some of these ethnic groups had their 
own synagogues. The Freedmen (libertines) were the descendants of Jews who had previously been in bondage, 
but had won their freedom from Rome.” (W. Wiersbe, Be Dynamic, p. 106)

Experience 2:  Acts 7:1-16

1. In Acts 7:1, we see Stephen standing before the Sanhedrin facing charges of blasphemy.  
 The high priest questions Stephen by asking him if the charges against him are accurate.  
 Stephen answers from his Jewish heritage. Keep in mind, he is not really defending himself  
 but rather proclaiming the truth about Jesus in a way that can be understood by his
 audience. Read verses 2-8 and answer the following questions:

 a. In his rebuttal, Stephen begins recounting Jewish history by taking his Jewish
  audience back to their roots where it all began with Abraham.  What did Abraham’s  
  actions say about his obedience to God, and the promise God had for him and his  
  future generations?

 b. Stephen infers that God was always with Abraham in his travels. This denotes that  
  God is not always found in a temple as the Jews believed. How do you see God   
  present with Abraham? 

“Why would they make such accusations? Because Stephen was clearly teaching that Jesus was greater than 
Moses; that Jesus was God; that Jesus was greater than the temple; that Jesus was the fulfillment of the law; and 
that Jesus was greater than their religious customs and traditions.” (David Guzik)
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 c. In verse 8, Stephen references the covenant of circumcision. Read Genesis 17:9-14  
  and describe the purpose for the covenant. 

2.  Read Acts 7:9-16 and answer the following questions:

 a. How do we see God’s presence with Joseph in these verses?

 b. If you recall from Genesis 37, Joseph’s brothers initially rejected him.  However,   
  Joseph was used to deliver them later during the famine.  How is Joseph like a type
  of Christ?  What point was Stephen trying to make to his listeners by using this   
  example?

 

ACTING on God’s Word

“Then they secretly induced men to say, ‘We have heard him speak blasphemous words against 
Moses and God.’  And they stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came 
upon him, seized him and brought him to the council.” Acts 6:11-12

1. Read the verses above one more time.  Then circle the action words that are under-  
 lined for you.

2. Read these words in more detail from Blue Letter Bible:

 Induced – hypoballō. to throw or put under, to suggest to the mind, to instruct   
 privately, instigate, to bribe or induce (someone) unlawfully or secretly to    
 perform some misdeed or commit a crime to induce (a person esp. a witness) to give false  
 testimony.

 Stirred – sygkineō. to move together with others, to throw into commotion, excite,   
 stir up.

 Seized – synarpazō.  to seize by force, to catch or lay hold of (one so that he is no   
 longer his own master), to seize by force and carry away.

A
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3. There is an important progression that we have just examined from the words that are given  
 in Acts 6:11-12. Has there been a time when you have either been the recipient of this  
 progression or have been a part of fueling the progression?  Explain the effect it had on you  
 or others.

4. One of the things that amazes me about Stephen’s example from today’s text is that he did  
 not appear to take up an offense when he was falsely accused. In fact, when brought before  
 the council, his face appeared like the “face of an angel.”  To me, that speaks of a deep peace  
 abiding within him.  What can you learn from his example? The next time you are faced  
 with a verbal attack, will this enable you to stand under it, be at peace and full of the Holy  
 Spirit?
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer 

D
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I (Stacy) was sitting in the salon chair getting my hair colored. I’ve been going to the same hair stylist for 
the past 6 or so years. She knows I’m a Christian and knows many details of my life. There is no shortage 
of conversation when you are getting your hair done. The last time I was there she shared with me that 
her dad passed away. Her dad had suffered from Alzheimer’s since I had known her. Her broken heart 
was evident as she shared the details of his passing and the pain that still plagues her. As I listened, I 
sensed the Holy Spirit prick my heart to share His love with her, but in my heart I began coming up with 
excuses. It is amazing to me the conversation that can take place in our hearts with the Holy Spirit when 
He is asking something of us that may be uncomfortable. What should have been an obedient “yes” 
became a litany of “I can’t.” And in that moment, I resisted the Holy Spirit’s prompting. I left this woman 
without hope and comfort. Even more, I don’t believe this woman is saved. It pains me to even recount the 
times I’ve resisted the Holy Spirit. It is so much nicer to share with you those mountaintop experiences. 
When I’ve said “Yes, Lord” and the results are powerful and life changing. But the truth is, if we are really 
honest with one another, we’ve all resisted the voice and power of the Holy Spirit at different times. 

To resist means to run against, to be adverse, strive against, or oppose. This is what I did that day in the 
hair salon, and it is what we see happen as we pick back up in Acts 7. If you recall, Stephen is standing 
before the Sanhedrin speaking to the Jewish leadership recounting their Jewish history. In all that he 
shares, he is trying to show them that they have resisted the deliverance God has offered. They resisted 
Moses, sent by God to deliver the children of Israel from Egyptian slavery, and now they are resisting 
deliverance offered through the Son of God. They have opposed, strived against and have been adverse to 
Jesus just as the past Jewish generations resisted God. 

As Stephen comes to the end of his speech, he looks at his audience and gives a rebuke that closely 
resembled God’s rebuke to the children of Israel after they had erected and worshipped a golden calf on 
Mount Sinai. In Genesis 33:5 God tells Moses to tell the children of Israel, “You are stiff-necked people. I 
could come up into your midst in one moment and consume you.” They had rebelled and run against the 
Lord Almighty just as these Jewish leaders had in Stephen’s midst. They rejected Jesus, and Stephen tells 
them they are “stiff-necked, uncircumcised in heart and ears and just like their fathers, always resisting the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 7:51).” As the sin in their rebellious hearts was laid bare for all to see and conviction 
flooded in, it is no wonder that, instead of receiving God’s messenger, they killed him. 

Resisting the Holy Spirit is a big deal and something not to be taken lightly. We see today the consequences 
as the eternity of these Jewish men was affected. We must always remember that eternity is on the line. 
When the Holy Spirit speaks, it is because He has work to accomplish. He has far reaching purposes. 
Stephen didn’t get to see the far reaching blessing of his obedience. Because of the Jewish rejection that 
day, the gospel message would go out to the Gentiles just as Jesus said it would. Even though the Jews 
resisted the Holy Spirit, many would come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ; all because one man 
obeyed the Holy Spirit. 

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 7:17-60

Acts 7 Part 2: Resisting The Holy Spirit

R
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 7:17-50

1. In his address to the Sanhedrin, Stephen continues recounting Jewish history concerning the  
 forefathers of faith. We pick up in Acts 7:17 in Egypt with Moses’ introduction. Read Acts  
 7:17-22 and list all you learn of Moses. 

2. If you remember the story of Moses from the Old Testament, you’ll remember that Moses was  
 raised by Pharaoh’s daughter and lived in the Egyptian palace. At that time, the Israelites  
 were enslaved to Pharaoh (Exodus 2). Read Acts 7:23-29 and describe the events that  
 Stephen recounts. In verse 25, what point does Stephen make concerning God, oppressors  
 and the children of Israel? 

3. Moses flees Egypt and goes into the land of Midian for 40 years. It is here that God speaks to  
 Moses (Exodus 3:1-12). Read Acts 7:30-36. In what form does God appear to Moses? Make a  
 list of the things you learn about God, Moses, and the Israelites’ hearts.
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 a. Read Acts 2:1-4. What form did God take on the day of Pentecost? How was this a  
  fulfillment of the promise from Acts 1:8b? Draw any parallels you see between the day  
  of Pentecost and Moses at the burning bush. 

4. Read Acts 7:37-43. Once again, we see the Israelites’ rejection of God to the extent that  
 they served other man-made gods. In verse 37 Moses speaks prophetic words about a   
 future deliverer. Who is Moses referring to, and what would the people need to do in order  
 to be delivered? 

5. Read Acts 7:44-50. Here we see Stephen trying to point out that God is not contained  
 within a tabernacle. God had set forth the pattern for the tabernacle and His dwelling   
 place with the children of Israel, but He was not contained exclusively within it. Stephen  
 makes a powerful statement in verse 48 that, through the lens of Jewish history, may have  
 rocked their world when spoken. What does Stephen say and how do the prophetic words  
 in verses 49 & 50 (from Isaiah 66:1-2) speak to God’s tabernacle? 

 a. Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. Where is God’s dwelling place? How does this support  
  what Stephen is saying? 
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Experience 2: Acts 7:51-60

1. Stephen now makes his words very personal toward his audience. Read Acts 7:51-53.   
 What accusations does he make against the Jews? 

2. Look up the following verses that speak to resisting the Holy Spirit and note what you   
 learn: 

 Isaiah 63:10

 Zechariah 7:12

 Matthew 12:31

 Ephesians 4:30-31

3. Read Acts 7:54-56. How did the members of the Sanhedrin respond? What does Stephen  
 see and declare? Why does this incite more anger from the Jewish leadership?

“We might also consider that Jesus is standing to give a “standing ovation” to Stephen whose fate makes him 
unique among believers. Stephen is the first of all martyrs among the followers of Jesus.” (David Guzik
commentary on Acts)

 4. Read Acts 7:57-60. Their anger provoked them to murder Stephen. What does Stephen do  
 as he is being stoned? From all you learned about him, how in the world is he able to   
 respond this way? 
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Most scholars believe Saul did not just stand by to serve as a coatrack. He apparently had some official role in 
the execution. We cannot determine whether he was actually a member of the Sanhedrin, but he definitely 
exercised some kind of delegated authority in the death of Stephen. (The Holman New Testament Commentary 
on Acts, pg. 111)

ACTING on God’s Word

1. How do you know when you’ve resisted the Holy Spirit? 

2. When was the last time you resisted a prompting from the Holy Spirit? Why did you   
 resist? Make a list of the excuses you may have used in your resistance. What lies from  
 the enemy fueled any of these excuses? 

3. If given the same opportunity again, how would you approach it differently?

A



Acts 7 • 40

         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer 

D
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I (Brenda) recently read an article online about Hudson Armerding, a former president of Wheaton 
College, and how God broke him of his prejudice. Dr. Armerding, a soldier in World War II, was conser-
vative in both his appearance and dress. During the 1960’s there were a lot of students who were a part of 
the counter-culture movement in their behaviors and choice of clothing.  He did not appreciate it at all, 
“because to him it represented unpatriotic draft-resisters, flag burners, and the like.”  As a result, he 
preferred that students who attended Wheaton not dress in a grubby counter-cultural fashion. His bias 
went even further to suggest “that it was biblically inappropriate for men to have long hair.” However, the 
staff at Wheaton allowed a measure of liberty among their students despite the President’s strong feelings.

One day Dr. Armerding was scheduled to speak in chapel. While gathering together to pray before the 
service began, a young man walked into the room. He had a beard and long hair, and was wearing a sash 
around his waist and sandals on his feet. Armerding looked at him and was sorry that he had come to 
prayer. Worse yet, the student sat down right next to the president. When they started praying, Armerding 
had a terrible attitude.  

Then the young man began to pray: “Dear Lord, you know how much I admire Dr. Armerding; how I 
appreciate his walk with you. I am grateful for what a man of God he is, and how he loves you and loves 
your people. Lord, bless him today. Give him liberty in the Holy Spirit and make him a real blessing to all 
of us in the student body. Help us to have open hearts to hear what he has to say, and may we do what 
you want us to do.”

As Dr. Armerding walked down the steps to go into the chapel, the Lord spoke to him about his attitude. 
After giving his message, he asked the young man to come to the platform. A ripple of whispering went 
through the students, many of whom thought that the president was going to dismiss the young man from 
school as an example to the rest of the students. But rather than rebuking him or dismissing him, everyone, 
including the young man, was surprised when Dr. Armerding put his arms around him and embraced him 
as a brother in Christ. It broke up the chapel service, as students stood and applauded, cried and 
embraced one another. God used that simple act of one man laying aside his prejudice to turn the mood on 
campus to greater love and acceptance of one another. Dr. Armerding later learned that this young man 
had adopted his appearance in order to reach some of his generation who were alienated from God and 
the church. (Hudson Armerding, Leadership [Tyndale], pp. 166-168).

In Acts 8, Jesus’ disciples minister without prejudice. They witness to several people including Simon who 
is involved in sorcery, the despised half Jew/half Gentile Samaritans, and to an Ethiopian eunuch.  Jesus 
had already made it clear that they were to go outside their hometown of Jerusalem and preach to Judea, 
Samaria and the uttermost parts of the earth (Acts 1:8). This meant there could be no room in their 
hearts for prejudice.  These men were full of the Holy Spirit, and since He “shows no partiality” (Acts 
10:34), it is clear they did not either.  

What a beautiful example of unbiased service. To say, “I will go Lord. I will put my own feelings aside and 
serve wherever you want me to go” is incredible. As we open our Bible’s today, ask God to reveal to you 
any area of partiality you may have, and ask Him to replace it with a fresh filling of His Holy Spirit’s love. 

Acts 8: No Room For Prejudice
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RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 8:1-40

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 8:1-25

1. In Acts 8:1-4 we learn that Saul (Paul) consents to the death of Stephen.  Stephen’s death  
 marked the start of persecution in the church. The church was scattered through Judea and  
 Samaria, just as Jesus said it would in Acts 1.  However, the apostles remained in Jerusalem.  
 Saul wreaks havoc upon believers in Christ and sends them to prison. In Acts 6:5 we met  
 Philip when he was made a deacon, and here we see him reappear on the scene.  Read Acts  
 8:5-8 and answer the following questions:

 a. Where did Philip go? 

 b. What did he preach?

 c. Why was it necessary?

 d. What was the result?

2. Read Acts 8:9-13.  Explain how Simon and the town of Samaria change once Philip comes to  
 town preaching the truth.

“After the Jews had rejected the gospel again, we see God extending the offer of salvation in Jesus out to other 
peoples, beginning with the Samaritans. Who were the Samaritans?  Six hundred years before this, the Assyrians 
conquered this area of northern Israel and they deported all the wealthy and middle-class Jews from the area. Then 
they moved in a pagan population from afar. These pagans intermarried with the lowest classes of remaining Jews in 
northern Israel, and from these people came the Samaritans. Jews hated the Samaritans. They considered them 
compromising half-breeds who corrupted the worship of the true God. There was deep-seated prejudice, amounting 
almost to hatred, standing between the Jews and the Samaritans.  Why did Philip preach Christ to them? Because 
Jesus had touched Philip, there was no room for this kind of prejudice in his heart. He wasn't a racist towards the 
Samaritans.”  (David Guzik)



         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

Acts 8 • 43© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs

3. Peter and John come to help Philip minister to the people of Samaria.  Read Acts 8:14-17.   
 Once they arrived, what was their ministry’s focus? 

 
4. Read verses 18-25.  A rather odd request comes from Simon. He asks Peter to give him the  
 power to bestow the Holy Spirit upon others, and offers to pay him for this ability. Peter is  
 rather charged up in his reply to Simon. 
 
 a. Why was this an offensive request before God?

 b. In verses 20-23, Peter notices sin in Simon’s life and says to him, “For I see that you  
  are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity.”  Read Hebrews 12:14-17. Now   
  connect these two verses with this question.  Why might Peter have felt the need to  
  address repentance, prayer and righteousness with Simon? 

Experience 2:  Acts 8:26-40

1. Read Acts 8:26-35.  Philip is an obedient disciple of Christ. When God gave him a
 command, he immediately responded. God has Philip on a divine appointment with a man  
 we simply know as the “Ethiopian eunuch.” List the spiritual things that you see the   
 eunuch doing. What key thing is missing and how does Philip address it?

  

“This court official did not come from what we know as Ethiopia today; his home was in ancient Nubia, located 
south of Egypt.” (W. Weirsbe, Be Dynamic, p. 124)
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“Technically a eunuch is a man who has been emasculated. However, by the first century the term had become a 
government title used for important military or political officials.” (NKJV Thomas Nelson Study Bible)

2. Read Acts 8:36-40.  After listening to Philip, the eunuch is excited to follow all that he has  
 learned.  Clearly Philip has instructed him in water baptism.  As soon as they encounter a  
 body of water, the eunuch asks to be baptized. How does verse 37 give us clear instruction  
 regarding Christian baptism? 

3.  In today’s text, we observed Philip use effective witnessing tools.   

 a. Describe what you learned from this passage about the process of witnessing to other  
  people.

 b. Read 1 Corinthians 3:6-7. From these verses and what we learned in Acts 8:26, why is  
  it important to be led by the Holy Spirit when witnessing?

“Suddenly, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, while the Ethiopian was still in the water where he was 
baptized! He was then "transported" supernaturally to the former Philistine city of Azotus (also known as Ashdod).” 
(David Guzik)

ACTING on God’s Word
In our opening paragraph to this chapter, we read about how biases can be a real stumbling 
block in our service for the Lord.  Examine your heart before the Lord while you work through 
these questions.
  

A
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1. What do you believe are some common evangelical Christian prejudices found in our   
 culture?

2. Do you ever hide behind any excuses for not associating with particular people?  Why or  
 why not?

3. After studying through Acts 8, are there any culturally different people you feel called to  
 approach?  And if so, how is God directing you? 
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer 

D
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“But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine
 to bear My name before Gentiles, kings and the children of Israel.’” 

Acts 9:15

Acts 9 is a rather well known passage because it tells of Saul’s powerful encounter with the living God, 
Jesus Christ, on the road to Damascus. Saul’s mission in life was to extinguish anyone who followed 
Christ and, ultimately, stop this new movement that proclaimed Jesus was the Messiah. But God had 
other plans for this passionately evil man. He stopped Saul in his tracks and asked him a few questions. 
After seeing Jesus, he became blind and stayed that way for three days. However, once the “scales” of 
blindness fell away, God harnessed this man’s pas-sion in a totally new direction and for His purposes. He 
was a man on a mission to tell others about Jesus, the Messiah. From the beginning of Saul’s life, God had 
chosen him to bear His name. Saul then walked in his foreordained calling as God’s chosen vessel.

But Saul’s conversion only takes up about 22 verses of the 43 in Acts 9. There are other chosen vessels at 
work in this chapter and, sadly, I think they may be overshadowed by the larger than life experience and 
transformation of Saul. Do not misunderstand me (Brenda); what happened to Saul is like no other story 
I know of in the Bible. But I hope by the time you finish studying Acts 9, you will also come to appreciate 
some of the overlooked vessels that are also included: people such as Ananias, Barnabas, Peter, Aeneas, 
Tabitha (Dorcas) and Simon (the tanner).

Upon the day of our salvation, God gives us gifts and He has plans for how He would like them adminis-
tered. Yet, sadly, I believe that those who are not in the limelight of ministry may believe that they are not 
as instrumental to the Lord as those who are.  This is not true. In 1 Corinthians 12:27-28 we read, 
“Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. And God had appointed these in the church:  
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, administra-
tion, various tongues.” Interestingly, it would be Paul (Saul) who would record that verse because he 
recognized the power of the body of Christ working in unity, using their gifts together. These gifts are not 
listed in order of importance, for in the body of Christ every gift is of value. The early church was made 
up of many, many ordinary people. At the time, they may not have realized they were doing extraordinary 
things, because they were just using the gifts they had been given.  

If I could sit across from you right now as you are reading this page, I would look you in the eyes and tell 
you, “You are gifted. No one else can do the gift God has given you just the way you can. You are valued. 
God has chosen you and given you a gift to share. You are seen and known by God. He is orchestrating 
your life in ways you may never fully understand, in order to bless and further His kingdom. You are 
loved. God loves you passionately and has stopped at nothing to save you. He wants you to give His love 
to others through your calling and gifts.”  

Perhaps you have never heard these words spoken to you by any other person on earth, but your Heavenly 
Father says them about you through His Word. You are gifted, valued, seen, known, and loved deeply by 
Him. Be encouraged today! 

Acts 9: The Chosen Vessel
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RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read: Acts 9:1-43

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 9:1-19

1. Read Acts 9:1-2.  Here we learn that Saul is continuing to persecute the church.  Read  
 Galatians 1:13 and describe what his ultimate goal was through this persecution. 

2. Read Philippians 3:5-6 and Acts 22:3-5. List how Saul describes himself. 

Here, Christianity is referred to as The Way [There is a present day group of people who call themselves “The Way.” 
We are not referring to them as they hold to false teaching.] This seems to be the earliest "name" for the Christian 
movement, and a fitting one - used five times in Acts. The name “The Way” means that Christianity is more than a 
belief or a set of opinions or doctrines. Following Jesus is a way of living as well as believing. (David Guzik)

3. Read Acts 9:3-9.  Describe Saul’s conversion experience. What two questions does he ask of  
 the Lord, and why are they important for any believer to answer?
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4. “A goad was a long, extremely sharp stick that was used to get an ox going the way you  
 wanted him to when you were plowing. You would jab the hind legs of the ox with the goad  
 until the ox cooperated.” (David Guzik) Why did God use the phrase “kick against the  
 goads” regarding Saul’s behavior?

5. Read Acts 9:10-19.  Ananias was a willing disciple of Jesus living in Damascus.  I love his  
 honesty with God regarding his fear of Saul, but he is obedient to go to him anyway. What  
 is the outcome of his visit with Saul?

6. What two key truths do you notice in verses 15 and 16 that apply to anyone who is a   
 follower of Christ? 

    

a. What three groups has God assigned Saul to bear his name?  What do you find interesting  
 about this list?

7. In summation of the first 19 verses of this chapter, let’s take a look at the significant   
 changes Saul has experienced since his encounter with Jesus. Write down what you learn.
 
 Acts 9: 8,9 –

 Acts 9: 11 –

 Acts 9: 17 – 

 Acts 9: 19 –
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Experience 2:  Acts 9:20-31

1. Read Acts 9:20-22. Saul immediately begins preaching in the synagogues about Jesus. His  
 behavior is shocking to many. Read the words that Saul (Paul) would write sometime later  
 to the church in Corinth in 2 Corinthians 5:17. How does this verse help to explain his  
 behaviors as seen in Acts 9:20-22?

2. Read Acts 9:23-25. How is Saul’s escape just the beginning of what Jesus said would   
 happen to him in Acts 9:16?

3. In Acts 9:26-27 we are reintroduced to a man named Barnabas (Son of Encouragement)  
 who we met back in Acts 4:36. How does he act as an encouragement to both Saul and the  
 disciples in verses 26-27? 

4. In Acts 6:1 we were introduced to the Hellenistic Jews. They were in attendance at   
 Stephen’s trial and stoning. Read Acts 9:28-31. What irony do you notice between the  
 work that Stephen started and the work Saul is now continuing? 

“Then the churches…had peace.”  Acts 9:31
“This peace was not due solely to Saul’s conversion. Tiberius, the emperor of Rome, died around this time. He was 
replaced by Caligula, who wanted to erect a statue of himself in the temple at Jerusalem. Thus Jewish energy was 
directed away from persecuting Christians and toward Caligula.”  (NJKV Thomas Nelson Study Bible)
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Experience 3:  Acts 9:32-43

1. Read Acts 9:32-35. Considering that Lydda was approximately 25 miles from Jerusalem,  
 Peter was certainly getting around to “all parts of the country.” Describe the miracle the  
 Lord performed through Peter and the impact it had on the community in Lydda. Include  
 any phrases that particularly stand out to you.

2. Our final passage for this week is Acts 9:36-43. Read these verses, and tell in your own  
 words the miracle healing Tabitha received and its spiritual effect.  

ACTING on God’s Word

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” 

Ephesians 2:10

A
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1. Tabitha had a heart for the needs of others and the gift to sew. There is something so   
 beautiful about the simplicity of her service that is performed outside of the public   
 spotlight. What can we learn from this woman’s example?  

2. What are the gifts God has given you?  List them below.

3. Do you ever feel your gift is not useful or important?  Why or why not?
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4. Do you ever wish you had a different gift? If so, what is it?

5. What have you learned today in Acts 9 about the “unsung” heroes we read about, and how  
 does that encourage you in the ways that you serve the Lord?

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray?

D
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Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

 

Close in Prayer 
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The year was 1919. Jackie Robinson, the youngest of five children, was born in Georgia, and raised in 
poverty by his single mother. Segregation defined the landscape, and black people weren’t permitted to 
intermingle with white people. A barrier existed between the two groups and prejudices were openly 
displayed and accepted. As Robinson grew up, he quickly displayed superior athletic skills in the areas of 
football, basketball, track and baseball. In 1938, he won the regional MVP baseball award; but because 
he was black, certain restrictions existed. He could play baseball but only on black teams. This would all 
be changed by Branch Rickey, a white man with a love for baseball. He quickly rose in status when he 
became the president and general manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1943. Branch Rickey started an 
all-black baseball league while waiting to introduce a black baseball player to a white team, which would 
end seg-regation on the field. As you can imagine, his belief was not popular nor readily received. It was 
confusing and frustrating to those around him; yet he didn’t back down. In 1945, Jackie Robinson was 
signed on to play with the Brooklyn Dodgers as the first black major league baseball player. It was historic 
and paved the way for desegregation within major league baseball. The walls were coming down. 

You’ve heard it said that “hindsight is 20/20.” In many areas of life, we stand at a vantage point on the 
other side of circumstances. Yet, we know getting to that vantage point is often paved with confusion, 
frustration, questions and uncertainty. But, as the events unfold, questions get answered, and as faith 
spurs one on in obedience to what can’t be seen, amazing things can happen. In the case of baseball and 
all sports thereafter, teams with both white and black ath-letes forever changed the landscape of baseball 
for the good; and forever changed the relationships that black and white people share. 

We read today’s chapters with 20/20 vision. We are enjoying the blessedness of the church as God 
intended. We know the end of the story even as we read about the beginning. But for the people in these 
verses, the church foundation is just being laid. They are part of the grassroots, and every movement of 
the Spirit in their lives and the lives around them is new, daunting and mysterious. What is about to 
happen in today’s verses is confusing, and goes against everything that they knew to be true at that time. 
But something huge was about to happen, not only in the spiritual realm but the physical also; relation-
ships that were forbidden would be created and used for the edification of the body of Christ. 

Today, another Pentecost is about to take place in Caesarea, but it will not be among the Jews. Walls will 
come down as God continues building His church and uniting hearts in the name of Jesus. 

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 10 & 11

Acts 10 & 11: A Gentile Pentecost

R
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 10:1-48

1. Read Acts 10:1-8 and 10:22. Here we meet Cornelius. How is Cornelius described? Don’t  
 miss that he is in the Italian Regiment which makes him a Gentile. 

 a. What does the Lord tell Cornelius to do in verses 3-8, and why did Cornelius give an  
  explanation to the two soldiers before sending them to a Jewish home? 

2. Read Acts 10:9-16. While Peter is on the housetop praying, he sees a vision from God and   
 receives instruction. Describe that vision and instruction. 

 a. Peter knows his Jewish law. Read Deuteronomy 14:3-7. Why would Peter have such a
  problem with the vision God has given as well as God’s instruction?  
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3. In Acts 10:17-33, Peter is contemplating the vision he had just seen and is trying to   
 understand its meaning. While this takes place, God tells Peter that three men would be  
 seeking him and to go with them. These men arrive, and they tell Peter that Cornelius was  
 divinely instructed to summon him, so he could hear what Peter needed to tell him. The  
 next day, Peter leaves with them to go to Caesarea to meet with Cornelius. There are many  
 confusing things that happened in Peter’s day. I’m sure it seemed capped off when three  
 Romans showed up at Simon the tanner’s house seeking him! The vision was becoming  
 clearer to Peter. The next day, Peter arrives at Cornelius’ house where many were waiting  
 for him. Peter tells Cornelius what God had shown him (verse 28). What did the clean  
 and unclean animals symbolize? Why were they together on the sheet? 

 a. Read Ephesians 3:5-6 and Galatians 3:28-29. What do we learn about the Gentiles in  
  these verses? 

Map of the areas Peter travelled in Acts 10. 
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4. Read Acts 10:34-43. Peter begins speaking to Cornelius and all those gathered in his   
 house. In these verses, Peter speaks many powerful truths about God and Jesus. What does  
 Peter say about God? What does he say about Jesus? What did he say about those who  
 believe in Christ? 

“The word Messiah means ‘Anointed One’; so when Peter said, ‘God anointed Jesus of Nazareth’ he was saying, 
‘God declared Him the Messiah.’” (Bible Knowledge Commentary pg. 381)

5. Read Acts 10:44-48. Before Peter was done speaking, the Holy Spirit fell on the audience.  
 It was like a day of Pentecost was happening all over again! What else happens at this time  
 giving evidence to the salvation of these Gentiles? 

 a. The Jews present were astonished. Read Ephesians 2:11-16. What major thing
  happened in the church this day? 

Experience 2: Acts 11:1-30

1. Read Acts 11:1-18. As soon as Peter came up to Jerusalem, he was questioned by the Jews  
 concerning the events in Caesarea. They couldn’t believe that Peter went in to eat with  
 Gentiles and shared the word of God with them. This went against all Jewish laws. Peter  
 recounts the events that happened, as he too was amazed. What was it that caused Peter to  
 be at peace with what the Lord was doing? How did the Jews respond? 
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2. In Acts 11:19-21 we see what resulted from the persecution of Stephen almost ten years  
 prior. What good came out of Stephen’s murder? 

3. Read Acts 11:22-30. As many received the gospel message, the church in Jerusalem sent  
 Barnabas to Antioch to see what was happening. How did Barnabas uphold his nick-  
 name, “son of encouragement?” Who did Barnabas bring with him to Antioch? What   
 name did the disciples take on for the first time? 

ACTING on God’s Word

1. Romans 8:28 says “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love  
 God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.” This is a verse you probably  
 have heard before. Quite frankly, it is often used in times of uncertainty and trial in   
 insensitive ways. But it is the truth of God’s Word and it is part of God’s character. He is  
 good. If He is good, then all that He does is also good. We covered a lot of ground today.  
 Review what you learned and describe how God “worked all things together” for good. 

 a. How did God do this for Peter?

      b. How did God do this for the Gentiles?

      c. How did God do this for the Jews?

      d. How did God do this for the church? 

 e. How have you benefited from the good God worked in today’s chapter?

A
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2. After Peter received the vision from God, he didn’t understand what it meant or what God  
 was telling him to do. The same can be said of Cornelius. What did Peter and Cornelius do  
 when they didn’t understand how God was working? How can you apply this to your own  
 circumstances right now? 

3. Peter had to wait on the Lord. A shaken glass of water is cloudy, but given time to sit it  
 becomes clear. Many of our mistakes come from acting out of impatience. How did you see  
 Peter and Cornelius wait on the Lord? How does this encourage you in your own time of  
 waiting? 
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray?

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

 

Close in Prayer 

D
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You probably don’t have to look outside your four walls to know that sometimes circumstances in life can 
be hard to understand. I (Stacy) believe there is a desire that lies within all of us that seeks to understand; 
to have concrete answers as to the “Why’s?” in life. And if we do look outside our four walls, we might see 
injustice. Other people seem to have it either harder or easier. Their circumstances may make ours look 
even more confusing. I don’t know about you, but I like to know why things work out the way they do. I 
also love knowing why God allows things in our lives. But sometimes God chooses not to give us that 
information. Deuteronomy 29:29 tells us that “the secret things belong to the Lord our God, but those 
things which are revealed belong to us and our children forever, that we may do all the words of the Law.” 
God reveals information to us as He deems necessary. It is in the uncertain and questioning times that 
faith is required. 

When my kids were younger, I often read them the book, Stella, Star of the Sea. It is about a brother and 
sister who spend the day at the beach. The older sister had been to the beach before. The experience 
wasn’t new for her, but it was for her brother, Sam. In that newness, he wanted answers. The book takes 
you on a journey through his questions about why things in the ocean and at the beach are the way they 
are. You see Sam’s why’s holding him back from fully embracing what was before him; a beautiful day at 
the beach. Finally, after his sister tries as best she can to answer his questions, she beckons him into the 
water one more time. At the end of the story, Sam’s fear and doubt turn to faith. Content with the little 
information he had been given, he decides to trust his sister, run to the water’s edge, and fling himself into 
the ocean. 

I think we’ve all stood from time to time at the water’s edge and asked, “Why?” Why are things the way 
they are in my life? The why’s can range in depth and circumstance. Why is a young mom diagnosed with 
a terminal disease? Why is a father arrested for his faith, put in prison, tortured and separated from his 
family? Why would God allow a young child to die or a family to be ripped apart through divorce? These 
are deep questions that don’t always have answers. 

In today’s chapter, King Herod Agrippa I is wreaking havoc on Jesus’ disciples. With what appears to be 
self-serving motives, Herod has James the brother of John beheaded, and Peter arrested and chained in 
prison. The question could easily come, “Why?”  Why was Peter spared and James killed? Why were 
believers being persecuted and evil being wielded? I would imagine confusion confronted the believers as 
the church was being established. And yet, we never see Peter ask, “Why?”  Instead, we see a man with a 
steadfast faith that allowed him to sleep while in chains, and walk through a guarded prison after being 
commanded by an angel of the Lord to go. Peter’s faith then took him through the city’s iron gate all the 
way to the house of Mary where fellow believers were gathered praying for his release. Doubt and unbelief 
permeated the scene, but Peter glorified God knowing that He alone was trustworthy. God delivered him, 
and God protected him even in the midst of a great trial. And it was God who brought about justice. Peter 
wanted everyone to know of God’s power and deliverance. 

I want that kind of faith, don’t you? I don’t know what you may be dealing with in your life today, but 
God knows. He’s allowed it for a divine purpose. While He may not give you all the answers today, He is 
someone you can trust to lead you, deliver you and protect you. Let’s dig into Acts 12 and see a faithful 
God who is trustworthy and true to His word. Let’s look at Peter who put his trust in Jesus and walked 
out of prison to tell others about Jesus and bring glory to God the Father.  

Acts 12:  Why, God?
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R

E

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 12:1-25

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 12:1-19

1. Read verses 1-4 and list the three things that Herod Agrippa I is doing against the church  
 and explain his motivation.

 a. What do Herod’s actions signify regarding the political climate toward the followers of  
  Christ?

 b. How might these events bring confusion to the hearts of the disciples and those who  
  have put their faith in Christ?

2. Read Matthew 20:22-23.  How did Jesus’ words come to pass through James’ death?

The Thomas Nelson NKJV Study Bible has this to say about King Agrippa:
“Herod Agrippa I: The nephew of Herod Antipas who murdered John the Baptist and was the grandson of Herod the 
Great, who had the children of Bethlehem put to death in his search for Jesus.  Herod was not a Jew but an Edomite.  
The Jews resented this fact and Herod knew it.” (Thomas Nelson NKJV Study Bible, p.1731)   
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3. Acts 12:3 tells us that Peter was arrested during the Days of Unleavened Bread (also   
 known as the Passover) when the Jews celebrated their deliverance from Egyptian bond- 
 age. It was against Jewish law to have a trial or sentencing during Passover. Why might  
 Peter’s arrest be significant in light of the timing of the celebration at hand?

4. Read verses 5-11.  

 a. What is the church doing?

 b. What is Peter doing?

 c. How does God deliver Peter?

 d. What was Peter’s response?

 e. What did Peter know for certain and how does this demonstrate his faith in God?

5. Read verses 12-15. Rhoda was the first person who encountered Peter after his release.   
 Compare Rhoda’s faith with those who were gathered praying for Peter.

6. Read verses 16-19.  

 a. Here we find Peter persistently knocking. What was their response when they opened  
  the door and found Peter standing there, and what might this indicate about their  
  belief in the power of their prayers?

 b. How might Peter’s declaration of God’s deliverance be used to strengthen the faith of  
  those who had doubted?
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7. In this account we see the power of prayer demonstrated in a tangible, miraculous and  
 quick way.  In James 4:16 we are told that the “effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man  
 avails much.”  Read the following verses and tell how prayer avails much in times of trial.

 a. Jeremiah 33:3

 b. Philippians 4:6-7

 c. Hebrews 4:16  

 d. 1 John 5:14

8. Use Acts 12:18-19 to summarize the different reactions to Peter’s disappearance.

Experience 2:  Acts 12:20-25

1. Read Isaiah 42:8. How is the truth of this verse demonstrated in how God deals with   
 Herod and his death?

2.  Read Matthew 16:13-19 and answer the following questions:

 a. What did Jesus say to Peter regarding the church?

 b. How does this chapter fulfill Jesus’ prophecy and demonstrate that He is ultimately in  
  control? 

 c. Based on Acts 12:24, what was the outcome of the persecution?
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ACTING on God’s Word

Today in Acts 12 we learned that James was beheaded and Peter was put into prison.  Cer-
tainly this passage may lead us to wonder why God allowed Peter and James to be treated this 
way.   Neither situation seemed “fair,” especially considering these were God’s chosen 
servants that were engaging in His work.  However, Billy Graham summarizes well what we 
can anticipate as believers, “Nowhere does the Bible teach that Christians are exempt from 
the tribulations and natural disasters that come upon the world. Scripture does teach that 
the Christian can face tribulation, crisis, calamity, and personal suffering with a supernatural 
power that is not available to the person outside of Christ.”

When the question “Why?” comes as a result of difficult circumstances, it is helpful to look 
into God’s Word and remind ourselves of not only who He is but also how He can help us as 
we endure the circumstances He has allowed. In essence, Peter did this in Acts 12:12 when 
he considered what God had done by miraculously freeing him from prison. 

1. Are you experiencing a “Why?” in your life right now that remains unanswered?  Explain  
 the situation below or, if you are not comfortable writing it down, think about it for a few  
 moments.

2. Read the following verses and write down anything from the verse that speaks to your   
 heart about God’s goodness.

 a. Psalm 34:8

 b. Romans 8:28

 c. James 1:17

A
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3. Read the following verses and write down anything from them that speaks to your heart  
 about God’s Wisdom.

 a. Isaiah 55:9

 b. Job 12:13

 c. 1 Timothy 1:17

4. Read the following verses and write down anything from them that speaks to your heart  
 about God’s Sovereignty.

 a. Job 42:2

 b. Acts 5:39

 c. Romans 9:19-21

5. How does trusting in God’s character get us through the “Why’s?” of life?

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

D
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Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

 

Close in Prayer 
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After Jesus’ death and resurrection, Jesus' time on earth was coming to a close. In Matthew 28 Jesus gave 
a commission to His disciples. That commission was simple: Go out into the world and teach others about 
Jesus; baptizing them in His name. It was a Spirit-led and God-empowered commission for the disciples to 
further the gospel, save souls and make disciples. As Jesus spoke this commission over the disciples, He 
also reminded them that He would be with them to the end of the age. They would never be alone. They 
needed to hear that and remember it, because great opposition would come against the message and the 
messengers. 

And so the work of Jesus and the message of the cross went out to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the 
ends of the earth. 

But sometimes, God’s calling becomes more specific. God often has a specific work to do and He chooses 
the one whom He will do it through. He knows the right one for the job. It isn’t because of our resume. It 
isn’t because of how we look. It isn’t because of the family we were born into or the friends we have. It is 
about who God wants to reach and who He desires to use in order to accomplish His work. God’s work 
will always be about Him, people and their eternity. He chose Abraham to leave the familiar, enter 
Canaan and be the Father of all nations through Isaac, his son. He chose Moses to lead the children of 
Israel out of Egypt. He chose Joshua to lead the children of Israel into the Promised Land. He chose David 
to be King of Israel, and Jonah to speak truth to the Ninevites. There are so many examples in the Bible of 
God’s calling on specific people! 

We will see one today. Paul, previously called Saul, and Barnabas were in Jerusalem sharing the gospel. 
They had finished the work God called them to and returned to the church in Antioch. There they spent 
some time with the church leaders worshipping God, fasting and praying as they gave themselves to the 
Lord. It was then that the Holy Spirit moved in one accord. The Holy Spirit called Paul and Barnabas to 
go and share the gospel to the people in Cyprus and Galatia. They didn’t waste any time as they followed 
the leading of the Holy Spirit. Great opposition came against them as a sorcerer tried to hinder their 
message, and the Jewish leaders grew envious. We see Paul and Barnabas stand steadfast in their calling. 
Despite opposition, they don’t back down in preaching the gospel. As a result, God moves powerfully 
through them and many get saved. Through Paul and Barnabas, God also opens the door of salvation to 
the Gentiles. It is a powerful chapter as we see two men submitted to God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
doing what God called them to do. 

God has a calling for each of us. You aren’t excluded from His plan. He needs you and wants you to fulfill 
the calling He’s placed on your life. He knows the work is great and the opposition is sometimes fierce. 
The enemy does not like the message of salvation going forth and tries with his limited resources to stop it. 
But we see in Paul and Barnabas a steadfast tenacity to God and His work. Oh, may we all have that 
steadfastness! Sometimes the steadfastness is in the waiting for God to direct in the calling. Sometimes the 
steadfastness is in the work itself. May we take heart that Paul and Barnabas did God’s work with great 
joy; filled with the Holy Spirit. As God told the disciples back in Matthew, He is with us in the work even 
to the end of the age. I  (Stacy) pray you are encouraged today as you study Acts 13. 

Acts 13: God’s Calling
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RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 13:1-52

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 12:25-Acts 13:1-5

1. Read Acts 12:25. Then to refresh your memory, read Acts 11:19-26 and summarize the  
 ministry that Barnabas and Saul (Paul) had fulfilled in Antioch. 

2. In Acts 13:1-5, Barnabas and Paul met with the elders in the church at Antioch. What were  
 they doing collectively when the Holy Spirit spoke to them? Why are these actions necessary  
 when we are seeking God’s direction and calling? 

 a. The word “ministering” means to perform a service or to do a work that comes at your  
  own expense. Why is this important to consider when saying “Yes” to God? 

 b. Based on these verses, how were Barnabas and Paul sent out on their first missionary  
  journey? How should this be an example for the church to follow?
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 c.  Read verse 5. What was the number one focus of Barnabas and Paul’s missionary work?

Experience 2: Acts 13:6-12

1.  As Barnabas and Paul arrive in Paphos, they meet a sorcerer/false prophet names Bar-Jesus  
 (Elymas) and a politician named Sergius Paulus. 

 a. Based on these verses, how do you see the enemy rise up against God’s work? 

      b. How does Saul respond to the enemy through the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Map of Paul’s �rst missionary journey

Google images
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 c. How does the Lord handle the opposition? 

     d. What effect did this have on the proconsul, Sergius Paulus? 

Proconsuls were governors appointed by the Roman senate; procurators, on the other hand, were appointed by 
the emperor. (The Bible Knowledge Commentary, pg. 388) Sergius Paulus was the first Gentile ruler to believe in 
the gospel. 

Experience 3: Acts 13:13-41

1. In Acts 13:13-15, Paul and Barnabas leave Paphos and arrive in Perga in Pamphylia, but  
 John leaves the group to go back to Jerusalem. Paul and Barnabas travel on to Antioch in  
 Pisidia (this is a different Antioch than where they began). They arrive in town and go to  
 the local synagogue while God’s Word is being read. Keep in mind that there were both  
 Jews and Gentiles in the synagogue. During that time, traveling rabbis would often be   
 asked in the synagogue if they wanted to speak. Conybeare & Howson in the Life &   
 Epistles of St. Paul says, “Paul & Barnabas, as strangers wearing the Tallith, which was the  
 badge of an Israelite,….were asked if they, as newcomers, had any words of comfort or   
 instruction to speak to their fellow Israelites” (pg. 139). What was Paul’s word of exhorta- 
 tion or urging for the congregation? 

2. Read verses 16-41. What important points did Paul make concerning: 

 
 a. The Jewish forefathers and Jewish history?

 b. God’s promises and provision? 
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 c. God’s plan of salvation? 

 d. The application for the Jewish audience present? 
 

 e. The application for the Gentiles who were present?

Experience 4: Acts 13:42-52
 
1. What stands out to you in verse 42 regarding the Gentiles’ response? 

2. What stands out to you in verse 43 regarding Paul and Barnabas and their ministry to the  
 people?

3.   Read verses 44-52 and answer the following questions:

 a. How did the Jewish leaders respond to Paul’s preaching and why? 

 b. How did Paul and Barnabas respond to the opposition?

 c. Read Isaiah 49:6 and John 10:16. How are the Gentiles part of God’s salvation plan  
  as He is building the church? 

 d. Read Matthew 10:14. Why did Jesus tell the disciples to “shake the dust off their   
  feet?”  What does this action symbolize? 
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ACTING on God’s Word

“As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Now separate out to Me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’”  Acts 13:2

In the beginning of Acts 13, we learned that the Holy Spirit separated out Barnabas and Saul 
from among the church to go and do a work for Him. This is the third time the Bible records 
Saul being set apart by God.  

1. Look up the following three verses and describe how Saul was separated out. 

 a. Galatians 1:15 

 b. Romans 1:1 
 
 
 c. Acts 13:3   

2.  Saul is an example for us because we all have been called by God in a similar fashion.  Read  
 the following verses and note what you learn about your calling. Then fill in the blank and  
 answer the follow-up question.

 Ephesians 1:4
 I have been called to _________________________________________.
 When did you answer this calling?

 Matthew 28:18-20
 I have been called to _________________________________________. 
 How are you answering this calling daily?

 Ephesians 2:10
 I have been called to _________________________________________.
 How are you actively fulfilling this calling?

 If you are not, seek God through worship, prayer and fasting and allow His Holy Spirit to  
 direct you. 

A
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

 

Close in Prayer 

D
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Imagine for a moment if Paul and Barnabas were modern day missionaries and one Sunday morning they 
approach the podium at church and introduce themselves to us.  They begin with a Power Point presenta-
tion of their first missionary journey. Can you imagine the photos? There would be pictures of Paul and 
Barnabas as they boarded the ship bound for a trip across the Mediterranean Sea, and perhaps John 
Mark is photo bombing them in the background. Their sunset photos would make us “ooh” and “ahh” 
over the beauty that they witnessed night after night. But as they continued their presentation, we would 
learn of the trials and difficulties they had to endure.  We would hear of how the Lycaonian people tried to 
sacrifice offerings to them because they thought they were gods. In Derbe, we would learn of the horrible 
stoning of Paul, and many of us would shed tears at the physical pain inflicted on God’s servant. We 
would be in awe as Paul told us of how he went back into Derbe and faced his persecutors, still desiring 
that they come to know Christ. But throughout the presentation, the best part would be to see the people 
who were changed forever because of Paul and Barnabas’ willingness to be steadfast. Because of their 
deep commitment to Christ and His calling upon them to go and share the gospel, many put their faith in 
Jesus. By the time the last slide is put onto the screen, we would have a deep admiration for these two men 
and their missionary assignment from God. I believe if we could ask them at the conclusion, “Paul and 
Barnabas, was it worth it?  Was it worth the pain, the trials, the uncertainty, and the fear?” I believe they 
would say, “Yes. We must go through many tribulations to enter the kingdom of God.” 

Paul and Barnabas were willing to accept persecution, embarrassment, peril, and discomfort to be faithful 
witnesses to the people who needed to hear the gospel.  They stayed the course and were not dissuaded 
from their mission no matter what came at them. This, too, is our calling. We are to be faithful to what 
God gives us, and when difficulties come, we must become even more resolute in our mission. The enemy 
will stop at nothing to try and get us to quit. When we know that eternity is hanging in the balance, it can 
give us the steadfastness we need to do the job God is calling us to. Be encouraged today as you read 
about this dynamic duo; how God uses them, and then brings them safely back to Antioch. What God 
begins in you, He will empower you to finish.  

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 14:1-28

Acts 14: Steadfastness in The Calling

R
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 14:1-7

1.  Read verses 1-7 and answer the following questions:

 a. Paul and Barnabas have arrived in Iconium. What opposition to the gospel do you see in  
  these verses?

 b. How do Paul and Barnabas demonstrate steadfastness against the opposition?

 c. What made Paul and Barnabas leave the city and what does it demonstrate about their  
  decision making? 

Experience 2:  Acts 14:8-18

1. Read verses 8-10. How did the lame man’s faith encourage Paul and aid in his own healing?

2. Read verses 11-13. What was the response of the people when they saw the healing take  
 place?

“In Greek mythology, it was common for the "gods" to come to earth in human form, though they did not always do so 
for the good of man. The people in Lystra had a legend that once Zeus and Hermes had visited their land disguised 
as mortals, and no one gave them any hospitality except for one older couple. In their anger at the people, Zeus and 
Hermes wiped out the whole population, except for the old couple. No wonder the people of Lystra were so quick to 
honor Paul and Barnabas! Hermes was known as the messenger of the gods, so it made sense to the Lystrians that 
Paul (the more talkative one) would be Hermes, because he was the chief speaker.”  (David Guzik)
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3. Read verses 14-17. When Paul and Barnabas saw that the people were honoring and   
 idolizing them, what was their response? 

4. Read Matthew 26:65.

 a. What does tearing one’s robe in the Jewish culture symbolize?

 b. In light of Matthew 26:65, what accusations are made concerning the people of   
  Lystra? 

 c. Before Paul can turn this pagan audience to God, he needs to turn them away from  
  their useless things. In Acts 14:14-18 what does Paul ask the pagan crowd to consider  
  and why?  

5. What do Paul and Barnabas’ actions convey regarding their steadfastness to God in the  
 face of idolatry, wrongful worship and utter vanity? 

Experience 3:  Acts 14:19-28

1. In verses 19-20 we see Paul stoned by the Jews from Antioch and Iconium. What is Paul’s  
 response after his stoning and how does this demonstrate steadfastness to the gospel even  
 in dire circumstances?
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2. As Paul and Barnabas returned to the cities they previously visited, what five things did  
 they do to encourage the believers? 

3. Why must we “through many tribulations” enter the kingdom of God?

4. Tribulation and affliction are necessary as they are used by God to give us steadfastness.  
 Read the following verses and note how God uses tribulation in our lives.

 a. Romans 5:3-4 —

 b. 2 Corinthians 4:17 —

 c. James 1:2-4 —

5. What report did Paul and Barnabas give the church at Antioch upon their return?  How  
 might this have strengthened their faith?

6. What example is given for us through Paul and Barnabas’ report that we should mimic  
 today with our missionaries?

ACTING on God’s Word

In Acts 13 & 14, Paul and Barnabas traveled more than 1,200 miles over the course of two 
years. They helped establish over a dozen congregations of believers and introduced many Jews 
and Gentiles to Jesus. All the while they withstood evil intentions, spoke truth into idolatrous 
practices, experienced physical threats and physical pain, and had people elevate them to a 
place that should only be occupied by God. 

A
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There was much that could have derailed them from God’s calling. Instead of faltering or 
compromising the truth of the gospel, they stood steadfast in their calling, often using 
difficulty to strengthen their fellow believers. At some point during Paul’s third missionary 
journey, he wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:58, “Therefore my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 
immoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord.” Paul knew how to be steadfast. 

It seems God’s servants often have big targets on their back for the enemy. He tries in many 
ways to hinder, stop, and divide the work God is doing. We know that the enemy does not 
like souls won for Jesus. Paul and Barnabas’ first missionary journey is a great example for us 
as to how to withstand the enemy and be steadfast in our calling. 

1.  How has your steadfastness to God been tested either now or in the past?

2. Many years later, Paul wrote a letter of encouragement to Timothy regarding the
 Christian life. Read 2 Timothy 3:10-17. What instruction and encouragement did Paul  
 give to Timothy regarding steadfastness to God? How does this encourage you?

3. What can you learn from Paul and Barnabas to help you remain steadfast when you   
 experience difficulty in the areas listed below? These were areas that Paul and Barnabas  
 encountered in Acts 14. 

 a. Evil & idolatry - 

 b. Physical threat - 

 c. Physical ailment/pain - 

 d. Personal praise - 
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

 

Close in Prayer 

D
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Within a few months of being married, my (Stacy) husband came to know the Lord. Despite its denomina-
tional affiliation, we found a local church that taught the Word of God in a verse by verse format. It was 
here Barclay met Jesus in a personal way. As the Word was taught, it pierced his heart. He knew that it 
was impossible for any human being to know the things that the Word was exposing deep in his heart. His 
faith grew quickly as he studied God’s Word. Unfortunately, the Pastor of the church started taking verses 
out of Biblical context to form his own dogma and doctrine. He began writing and distributing essays on 
topics in the church, and then he began urging the congregation from the pulpit to follow along with his 
doctrine. It became a yoke around our necks. One of his hot button topics was Christmas. Because of the 
pagan roots of Christmas, a believer was not to participate in the worldly celebration. As a new believer 
sitting under this Pastor’s teaching, my husband began to fully accept everything shared. He made the 
stance in our home that Christmas would no longer be celebrated. 

I struggled mightily. I had been saved since I was 6 years old. I had celebrated Christmas all my life with 
joy and a pure heart before God. But I submitted reluctantly to my husband in this area. What ensued the 
next 3 years was bondage to man-made rules and adherence to distorted truth grounded in opinion. During 
this time, my husband got a new job and we moved to a new area. We couldn’t find a church to support 
this teaching from our old church. Therefore, we stopped attending church. A self-righteous attitude grew 
and a spiritual superiority was being flamed. Our marriage struggled as bitterness grew in my heart. Our 
family distanced themselves from us as they found it difficult to enjoy our company because our way of 
thinking permeated the conversations in a negative way. We became critical of others, stagnant in our walk 
with the Lord and fell out of fellowship with other believers who didn’t think as we did. It was a devastating 
time in our lives. 

Slowly, the Lord pulled us out of this dark, legalistic place. He did it by first removing us from this church, 
and then opening the purity of His Word to us when we moved to the Downingtown area. It was God’s 
grace that met us on the legalistic road. We came to the church that we now call home, Calvary Chapel 
Chester Springs, and sat under teaching that wasn’t opinion-filled but Holy Spirit inspired and based in the 
full context of God’s Word. We saw, through scripture, that our view was based on works, not grace. We 
thought we could do something to be more holy and accepting of Jesus. But at the foot of the cross, it is level 
ground. No one person does more. We are all sinners saved by God’s great grace and no rule adds anything 
to our salvation. It actually detracts from the gift God gave us in His Son. As the truth penetrated our 
hearts, we were slowly set free from the “law” we had believed was required to be a good Christian. 

In Acts 15 the church leaders find themselves deep in a disagreement over salvation and the works of the 
law. New Gentile believers are coming to the Lord in great number. Jews are being saved, and the question 
that gets asked is, ‘Does a believer need to be circumcised according to the Law of Moses?” Dissension 
brewed. Disputes arose and people took sides. The religious leaders end up coming together in Jerusalem to 
discuss this topic, find a solution and restore unity going forward. Peter gets up and testifies to God’s 
character and grace. James, the brother of Jesus, gets up and gives testimony to the works of God through 
Paul and Barnabas among the Gentiles, and then returns the focus to the truth of God’s Word. It is God’s 
truth that puts the issue to rest. Salvation is by grace unto faith, period (Ephesians 2:8-11). And then, 
James helps to turn their attention to unity of the brethren. 

Acts 15: Legalism and Division
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Satan takes great pleasure in bringing disputes and divisions into the church. He will always distort truth 
and will try to make us believe a lie. It is damaging. It is interesting that during the time of the Jerusalem 
meetings on this topic, we don’t hear of any evangelistic efforts or people getting saved. The enemy won 
for a time. But God used this dispute to bring about His truth and unify the early church.  As the 
disciples went out from this meeting, the church was strengthened, missionary journeys resumed, and 
people got saved. If you’ve ever been under legalistic teaching, you know how harmful this can be. I pray 
that as we study the verses in today’s chapter, we can learn from Paul, Barnabas, Peter, and James how 
to shut down the enemy in this area so that grace wins! 

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 15:1-41

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 15:1-5

1. Acts 15:1 tells us that “certain men” came down from Judea and taught the brethren in the  
 church of Antioch.  Galatians 2:12 explains that of the “certain men” James (the brother of  
 Jesus) was a part of this group. What was the message that these men were preaching?  How  
 would this be troublesome?

2. Because the group was divided on the topic at hand, what did the group decide to do in order  
 to get further resolution?

3. As Paul and Barnabas travel to Jerusalem and enter the city, what news are they sharing and  
 how may this fuel division?
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4. Upon arriving in Jerusalem, another group rises up and weighs in on the controversy.  Who  
 are they and what are they unhappy about? 

“These Jewish Christians (often called "Judaizers") taught that Gentiles may become Christians, but only after first 
becoming Jews, and submitting to all Jewish rituals, including circumcision.” It was very difficult for some Jewish 
Christians to accept that Gentiles could be brought into the church as ‘equal partners’ without first coming through 
the law of Moses.” (Guzik) "It was one thing to accept the occasional God-fearer into the church, someone already 
in sympathy with Jewish ways; it was quite another to welcome large numbers of Gentiles who had no regard for 
the law and no intention of keeping it." (Williams)

Experience 2:  Acts 15:6-29

1. Read Acts 15:6-11.  As the pillars of the church meet in Jerusalem to discuss salvation and  
 circumcision, Peter speaks up.  What points does Peter make?

2. In Verses 8-10, Peter tries to unify the two sides.  What does he say that is the unifying  
 factor?

3. Refresh your memory of the events in Acts 10:15, 19, 34-43.  If necessary, re-read these  
 verses.  How did God use Peter with the Gentiles? How does this experience give Peter  
 authority to speak into the present situation?

4. Read Acts 15:10. How is legalism described?  Why is this an accurate visual?

 a. Read Matthew 23:1-4. What does Jesus say about the works of the Law?
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 b. Read Galatians 3:1-12.  What does Paul, in writing to the Galatian church, say   
  concerning the works of the Law?

“The statement, ‘We are saved, just as they are, is amazing. A Jew under the Law would say the opposite and in 
reverse order (‘they are saved as we are’), but one who knew God’s grace, as Peter did, would not say that.  
Salvation for anyone – Jew or Gentile – is by God’s grace (v. 11) and it is by faith (v. 9, Gal. 2:16, Eph. 2:8)” 
(Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 394)

5.  In Acts 15:12-17, James speaks of the miracles that God has worked in the Gentile   
 believers.  But that does not hold enough weight. So James goes to the ultimate source of  
 truth. How does he make his point so it is indisputable? 

6. In verses 18-29, James gives a unifying solution. What is it? How is it received and
 delivered?

 a. How does 1 Corinthians 8:4-13 support James’ solution?  

“Perhaps it would be useful to sum up these four regulations in our modern understanding:  no idolatry, no 
immorality, no murder and no eating meat offered to idols.  For further information review Leviticus 17 and 18.”  
(Holman New Testament Commentary on Acts, p.251)

Experience 3:  Acts 15:30-41

1.  In verses 30-35, we see the conclusion of the issue that was divisive among the brethren at  
 Antioch. What happens in the congregation at Antioch when the letter was delivered?
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2. With the previous controversy settled, we find everyone working together until a new   
 division arises.  Isn’t it just like the enemy to bring in new contentions?   

 a. In verses 36-41, what new division unfolds and why?  

 b. How do these men settle their disagreement?

 c. Genesis 50:20 says, “But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant
  it for good.” How was God’s will accomplished despite the circumstances in Acts   
  15:39-41?

ACTING on God’s Word

Today we found James take a highly charged and debated topic among the religious leaders 
and bring it to a resolution. He used the power of God’s Word to unite the people together 
and settled the controversy. In the 21st century church, we face similar debates over liber-
ties, works and church theology. Listed below are some hot topics that Christians may have a 
strong opinion regarding. Please read the topics below and then use God’s Word to defend 
your position. Don’t allow the enemy to use this for division among you. Our hope is that 
you will understand what the early church experienced and how God’s Word brought unity, 
not division.

Christian Liberties – pick one of the following and defend it with God’s Word.

Dancing

Drinking

Other _______________________

Christian Works – pick one of the following and defend it with God’s Word.

Tithing

Good Works unto salvation

Other ________________________

A
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Church Theology – pick one of the following and defend it with God’s Word.

Baptism

Confession

Other _______________________

Was this a difficult task to complete?  If so, why or why not? What did you learn from this 
experience?  

“These [the Bereans] were more fair minded than those in Thessalonica,
 in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures 

daily to find out whether these things were so.”  Acts 17:11

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

D
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Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

 

Close in Prayer 
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One late evening while driving home, I (Brenda) turned on the radio and happened upon an interview 
with Christian singer and songwriter Matthew West. One of the questions the interviewer asked 
Matthew West was, “Where is the strangest place you have ever given a concert?” and Matthew’s 
answer was “Prison.” The story that he recounted over the radio was powerful and left my jaw 
hanging open in awe of God.

It went something like this. Matthew was in Tennessee and was invited to perform a concert in a 
maximum security prison. When he entered the prison his guitar was searched, and with each door 
that locked behind him his anxiety and fear grew. He wondered how he got himself into the situation 
unfolding before him. The first concert he gave was for a large group of men, but then the head of the 
prison did something unheard of, he allowed Matthew West to enter solitary confinement where no 
visitors were permitted. As Matthew walked into the hallway full of cells holding men he could not see, 
the warden screamed, “Now listen up, this guy here is going to sing for you! You don’t have to listen, 
but you must be quiet!” Standing alone with his acoustic guitar, the warden looked at West and said, 
“Go ahead, sing.” But in that moment fear caused West’s mind to freeze. He had written countless 
songs, but in that moment he couldn’t remember a single one! He prayed, “Lord, you are going to have 
to show up here; I’m terrified! I’ve got nothing!” Then West said, “The only lyrics that came to my 
mind were the song ‘Only Grace’.”  So with that direction from God, Matthew began to strum and 
sing these words,

“There is no guilt here 
There is no shame 
No pointing fingers 
There is no blame 

What happened yesterday has disappeared 
The dirt has washed away 

And now it's clear 
There's only grace 
There's only love 

There's only mercy 
And believe me it's enough 

Your sins are gone 
Without a trace 

There's nothing left now 
There's only grace 

You're starting over now 
Under the sun 

You're stepping forward now 
Your new life has begun”

Acts 16: Only Grace
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This story came back to my memory as we begin studying Acts 16 because it is “Only Grace” that 
changes lives. With the past difficulties behind him, Paul moves ahead   in ministry preaching salvation 
through grace. Today we will meet many people touched by God’s grace. Timothy, Lydia, a possessed 
slave girl, and a jailer with his whole family encounter grace and their lives are forever changed. May the 
Lord pour a new measure of His grace into your heart today as you study this chapter and see His power 
unleashed in love.

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 16:1-40

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 16:1-10

1. Paul heads back to Derbe and Lystra on his next missionary journey. It has been about 5 years  
 since he had been to Lystra and almost stoned to death. This time he takes Silas with him.  
 Upon arriving, Paul meets Timothy. What do you learn about Timothy in Acts 16:1-2?

 a. Read 2 Timothy 1:3-7. What other things do you learn about Timothy and
  his upbringing? 

 
 b. Why might it have been such an encouragement to Paul when he met Timothy? 

R
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2. In Acts 16:3-5 we learn that Paul wants Timothy to accompany him on his missionary   
 journeys. Paul had Timothy circumcised. Based on what you learned in Acts 15, why might  
 Paul have done this? 

3. In Acts 16:6-10 the Holy Spirit is actively involved in directing Paul’s steps. How do you  
 see the Holy Spirit working and how is Paul obedient? 

Paul’s 2nd missionary journey

The shift from they (they came down to Troas, Acts 16:8) to we in Acts 16:10 probably means that Luke joined 
the band of missionaries in Troas. Perhaps he even came as Paul's personal doctor. (David Guzik)
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Experience 2: Acts 16:11-15

1. In Acts 16:11-13, the group travels to some different areas ending up in Macedonia. They  
 stayed there for a few days. On the Sabbath day they go down to the riverside for prayer  
 and meet up with a lady named Lydia. What do you learn about Lydia in Acts 16:14? 

 a. How did the Holy Spirit move in Lydia’s heart when she heard Paul speak? 

2. How was the great commission of Matthew 28:19-20 being upheld by Paul in Acts 16:15?

3. Read James 2:14-17. How did Lydia demonstrate her faith after she received salvation?

Experience 3: Acts 16:16-40

1. In Acts 16:16-18, Paul and the men are being followed by a slave girl who is possessed with  
 the spirit of divination. Her masters are men who made a profit from her fortune telling.  
 For many days she followed Paul while yelling out his message of salvation. Why might this  
 behavior be annoying to Paul and damaging to the ministry? 

 

 

Two Greek words, ‘a spirit, a python.’ This concept goes back to the Greek city of Delphi where the god 
Apollo was believed to be embodied in a python snake. The original priestess at Delphi was purported to 
be possessed by Apollo and thereby able to predict the future; therefore anyone possessed by the 
python spirit could foretell coming events. No doubt an actual demon gave such a person predictive 
powers. Demons took advantage of people’s worship of false gods (cf. 17:23; 1 Cor. 10:20).
(The Bible Knowledge Commentary, pg. 399)
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2. Demon-possession is spoken of in many different places in God’s Word. Read the
 following verses and note what you learn about the demonic realm and their
 understanding of truth. 

 Luke 4:34
 

 James 2:19 

3. How does God’s grace meet this slave girl in verse 18? 

4. In Acts 16:19-24, the enemy continues to work at stopping God’s message from going   
 forth. How do you see the enemy working in these verses? 

 a. Read Acts 9:16. How is this verse coming true in Paul’s life in Acts 16? 

It is important to note that the demonic realm operates on real-time information and past information. Only God 
knows the future; the demonic realm does not. All they can have is what we have in Scripture. We know the devil 
has read God’s Word; after all, the devil was often misquoting it. (Pastor Chris Swansen)

Today, much of what fortune-tellers and psychics do is only a moneymaking sham. But when it is true and has a 
supernatural origin (as opposed to clever, insightful guessing), there is no doubt that it is inspired by demons. 
There are still those today who are possessed with a spirit of divination. (David Guzik)
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5. Read Acts 16:25-26. How did God use this imprisonment for His glory? 

6. How do you see God’s supernaturally intervening in the prison cell in verse 26? 

7. Read verses 27-40. List all of the ways you see God’s grace impacting the following people:

 Paul & Silas —

 Jailor —

 Jailor’s family —

 Prisoners — 

 Magistrates —

8. Using verses 37-40, what led to Paul & Silas’ release from prison and where did they go? 

ACTING on God’s Word

In today’s verses we saw God extend grace to Paul and Silas. Many others also received God’s 
grace. Grace is “charis” in the Greek. It is defined as “the merciful kindness by which God, 
exerting his holy influence upon souls, turns them to Christ; keeps, strengthens and increases 
them in Christian faith, knowledge and affection; and kindles them to the exercise of the 
Christian virtues” (Blue Letter Bible). It is that which, when exercised, affords joy, pleasure, 
delight, sweetness, charm, and loveliness. Grace and mercy often get confused. Mercy is not 
getting what you deserve. Grace is not getting what you deserve, but instead receiving a gift. We 
know the greatest gift of grace is in Jesus and the work of the cross for every sinner. But grace 
shows up in many ways. 
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1. Outside of your salvation, describe how you have seen the Lord extend you grace? 

2. If grace “kindles us to the exercise of the Christian virtues,” how have you been a
 grace giver? 

3. There are sometimes people in our lives who we feel don’t deserve our extension of grace.  
 Maybe there is pain in that relationship from the past or possibly the present. Is there   
 anyone in your life that fits this category?  How would God have you respond to this   
 individual based on this verse in 1 Corinthians 15:10, “But by the grace of God I am what  
 I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they  
 all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”?

4. Below is a list of ways you can be gracious. Read through the list. How can you apply any  
 of these to your above person? 

 Kind and gentle words

 Be a helper

 Don’t be critical

 Celebrate their beautiful qualities

 Be physically present

(list continued on next page)
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Forgive - learn to genuinely say you are sorry

Ask for forgiveness

Keep a short account of their wrongdoings

Tone of voice

Thoughtfulness

Take interest in the other’s needs

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

 

Close in Prayer 

© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs
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A few years ago someone asked my (Stacy) oldest son, Ben, who was 17 at the time, why he hadn’t 
been on a mission trip with our church. My son’s answer was simple, yet profound. He said, “I’m 
already on my mission field. I go there every day when I step on the football field.” How right he was. 
The greatest mission field is often the one God places right in front of us. After a friend encouraged 
Ben to join the high school football team, Ben walked on the team in 9th grade. He was the first 
homeschooled boy to play on the team, and the coach accepted him with much hesitation. Ben was a 
student of the game. He was punctual, respectful and different in more ways than one from the other 
boys. He wasn’t the best player, but he wanted to learn and wanted to be a contributor on the team. 
For his first 3 years of high school, Ben played on the high school team without attending the school. 
He worked hard and worked his way onto the field. After much prayer and discussion, Ben decided to 
attend the local high school for his senior year. It was that year when God used Ben to turn the football 
team upside down. 

It started with prayer. Before the first game Ben asked the two team captains, who were also believers, 
if they would join him for prayer. The three boys separated themselves from the other players and 
prayed over the game and the team. The next week others asked what they were doing and joined in. 
The prayer group continued to grow with each game. By the end of the season, about 15 boys were 
praying together. God blessed the team that season, but more importantly, God opened the door for 
young men to hear about Jesus. As Ben walked out his faith before the team and coaches, questions 
came concerning the Lord and why Ben’s choices were different from the other boys. The year follow-
ing Ben’s graduation, he received a phone call from a player who had graduated many years before 
him. This player was attending an area Bible College, and the high school coach was bringing this 
former player on as the team Chaplain. As Ben took this guy’s call, the guy said, “Ben, coach wanted 
me to give you a call and find out what you did with the team last year. He said you made an impact 
and it needs to continue. He’s asked me to help.” That year we learned that not only did the team 
prayer continue, but a Bible reading took place before every game for any player who wanted to 
participate. God’s truth is going forth and lives are being impacted for eternity all because God opened 
the door, Ben walked through it onto the mission field, and openly lived out his faith. He wasn’t afraid 
to share Christ with others. A great work of evangelism is underway and the story isn’t over yet. 

Today we will see Paul, Silas and Timothy enter Thessalonica. Here, Paul will enter the synagogue, as 
often is his custom, and will share Scripture with those gathered. People’s hearts will be turned to the 
Lord. From there, Paul will go to the Bereans and do the same. His travels will end in an unlikely 
place. He didn’t intend to go to Athens, but the Jewish leaders will force him there as they were causing 
an uproar over his evangelism in the cities and trailing closely behind him. It is here where Paul will 
proclaim Christ once again, and in each city he will turn it upside down for Jesus. All that they 
believed will be called into question as Paul opens the Scriptures and shares truth. 

There is not a magic formula or a required location for evangelism to take place. The formula is 
simple: live the gospel, pray and share truth. The location, well that too is often right in front of you if 
you have the eyes to see it. Every day we find ourselves on a mission field. We live in a world that 
needs to be shaken up for Jesus. How does God want to use you to turn the world upside down for 
Him? 

Acts 17:  Turn the World Upside Down 
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Paul’s Second Missionary Journey

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 17:1-34

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 17:1-9

1. In Acts 17:1-4 Paul and the men travel to Thessalonica.  What was Paul’s customary way to  
 introduce the gospel to people in the areas he traveled?  What was the outcome?

2. Why were the unbelieving Jews resentful of Paul and Silas in verse 5?
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3. How did Paul’s preaching turn Thessalonica upside down in verses 5-6?

4. What consequences did Jason, who was likely a new convert, face because he protected  
 Paul and Silas in verses 5-9?  

5. In verse 7, what was the accusation against Paul and Silas?

6. What evangelistic challenge did Paul encounter with his audience in Thessalonica?

“The Holy Spirit showed Paul there was more than one way to evangelize a city.  If he could not go back to 
Thessalonica in person, he could write the church a letter. And so he did. In fact, he wrote two God-breathed 
letters. Some think they were the first of Paul’s letters (although Galatians was probably written before his 
Thessalonian epistles).  A new method of evangelism was born – literature evangelism.”
(Exploring Acts, John Phillips.  p.341)

Experience 2:  Acts 17:10-15

1. Read verses 10-11.  Describe the diligence of the people in Berea. How are they different  
 from the people in Thessalonica?  
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The word “fair-minded” in Acts 17:11 means “well born, of a noble family.”

2.  Based on verses 12-15, what was the result of Paul’s trip to Berea?

3. What evangelistic challenge did Paul encounter with his audience in Berea?

Experience 3:  Acts 17:16-34

1. It is worth noting that Paul did not plan to go to Athens as part of his missionary journey.  
 He went there because he was escaping out of the city of Berea as the Jews of Thessalonica  
 came after him. Silas and Timothy would join him later so he entered the city alone. What  
 caused Paul to start sharing the gospel according to verse 16?

“Art, literature, oratory, and religion were the stuff of which Athens was made. This was the native home of 
Socrates and Plato, the adopted home of Aristotle, Epicurus, and Zeno. Here was the cradle of democracy. Out of 
respect for her illustrious past, the Romans left Athens alone, a free city, at liberty as an ally of Rome to pursue her 
own goals.” (Exploring  Acts, John Phillips.  p.344)

2. In this city Paul’s evangelical method was a little bit different from the previous cities.   
 According to verses 17-21, what changed in his approach?

3. What unkind terms were used to describe Paul as he preached in verse 18?
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4. In verses 19-21, why did the philosophers bring Paul to Areopagus?  What did the   
 Athenians like to do with their time?

“Areopagus, literally, “Hill of Ares,” was the meeting place of the Council of the Aeropagus, the supreme body for 
judicial and legislative matters in Athens. In the Apostolic Age its power had been reduced to oversight over 
religions and education.”  (Bible Knowledge Commentary, p.403)

5. Paul uses a personal approach to evangelism in Athens.  What does he do in verses 22-23  
 to get their attention?

6. Using verses 24-31, list all the truths that Paul shares regarding God which answer the  
 three main questions a philosopher would ask:

 a. Where did I come from?

 b. Why am I here?

 c. Where am I going?

7.  In verse 30-31, what invitation does Paul give the philosophers at Athens and why?

8.  How did the Athenian philosophers respond in verses 32-34?

9. What evangelistic challenge did Paul encounter with his audience in Athens?
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A ACTING on God’s Word

A lady once criticized D. L. Moody for his methods of evangelism in attempting to win people 
to the Lord. Moody's reply was, "I agree with you. I don't like the way I do it either. Tell me, how 
do you do it?" The lady replied, "I don't do it." Moody retorted, "Then I like my way of doing it 
better than your way of not doing it."

So many times, I (Brenda) struggle to find a natural and non-pushy way to share my faith with 
others. I want to offer the hope of Jesus to those around me, but I find fear grips me. Sometimes 
I keep my mouth closed rather than opening it, much like the lady who criticized D. L. Moody. 

Paul literally turned the world upside down for Christ through natural and ordinary situations. 
Let’s take a closer look at his example and see how we can apply some of his strategies to our 
own lives. I would love for you to be very specific about the way you would truly walk this 
approach out. Please be prayerful over opportunities to live what you write on the page.

1. In Acts 17:1-4, Paul went to the synagogue in Thessalonica where he knew Jews gathered to  
 meet. This was a natural place for him as he was once a devout Jew.  He knew the Law, and  
 he knew the Jews’ desperate need for Jesus. When he reasoned with them from the
 scriptures, many came to Christ.

 How can you take the example of Paul and apply it to evangelizing in an ordinary place in  
 your circle of influence?  

2. In Acts 17:10-15, Paul meets the Bereans. This group of people was different than the   
 Thessalonians in that they were very well educated, and a part of what some might say was a  
 more “elite” class. Here, Paul finds them very ready to listen and study what he shares with  
 them.  How can you share the gospel with someone who is highly educated and perhaps  
 appears aloof?  
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3. In Acts 17:22-34 Paul speaks in Athens. He was alone in a strange city with many gods  
 and  many philosophies. He uses their worship “to the unknown god” as his opening point,  
 and  also references their poetry, in the hope of making them understand their need for  
 Christ.  How can you share the gospel with someone who is steeped in another faith or too
 accepting of all ways to God?  

As you prepare to close, remember that the method for sharing isn’t the most important   
part of witnessing, but rather that you following the Holy Spirit’s leading. The method isn’t  
as important as the message we share. Pray for God to help you turn your world upside   
down for Him whenever He gives you an opportunity.

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer 

D
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The city of Corinth was a very spiritually dark place. It was a major city of the Roman Empire and 
known as a commercial epicenter to the surrounding areas. However, the town was also known for its 
obsession with sex, sports, and money. It has been said that only the tough could survive there. Yet, 
Paul did not avoid Corinth because he knew people needed Christ. God spoke to Paul personally 
during his time in Corinth, and also sent him many people who came alongside him to help him. People 
like Priscilla and Aquila became dear friends to Paul and no doubt were a regular source of encourage-
ment when things were challenging in the ministry. In addition, the return of Silas and Timothy must 
have been a welcome sight to Paul’s eyes as they entered the city gates of Corinth. Toward the end of 
the chapter, we will also meet Apollos who works closely with Paul to minister the gospel, and they 
bring forth a harvest of souls in time together. How good God is to bring other humans to us who are 
like-minded and encouragers of the calling on our lives!

That is certainly the case at Delighting in the Lord. When Stacy was diagnosed with cancer, God 
called me (Brenda) to become more involved in women’s ministry and help her in whatever way I 
could while she was going through her treatments. During that time, my contribution increased 
dramatically. God brought me alongside Stacy to encourage her through a difficult time, and the 
following year we felt God call us to write our first Bible study together on the book of Matthew. Each 
year the Lord faithfully brought others to join us in leadership. Small group leaders, worship leaders, 
children’s ministry leaders, sound and video support, as well as administrative help. We have been so 
blessed by those who have accepted God’s call to the Delighting in the Lord Ministry as they stand 
faithfully with us week after week to serve the women and minister in God’s name. We could not do all 
the ministry requires without the whole team working together within their gifting. Even as we are 
away writing this Bible study, we have received countless words of encouragement through e-mails and 
texts. We know each person who has reached out is praying for us and cheering us on in the work. It is 
a beautiful thing to behold. Through the power of the Holy Spirit we follow God’s direction for the 
ministry and watch lives change. Our audience size may go up or down, but in the end we only have 
an audience of One; as long as we are pleasing Him, we consider all we do a success.  

Paul’s life gives us a glimpse into why God sends us ministry partners, friends and supportive 
co-workers. As the chapter unfolds, be sure to notice each one and how they impacted Paul.

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 18:1-28

Acts 18: “For I Am with You”

R
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 18:1-8

1. Read Acts 18:1-3. Who does Paul meet when he enters Corinth and how were these people  
 an encouragement both personally and professionally?

2. Read Acts 20:33-34 and Acts 18:3. How do these verses explain how Paul provided for some  
 of his own needs on the mission field? 

3. In Acts 18:5, Silas and Timothy meet up with Paul in Corinth. Why might Paul have been  
 encouraged upon their arrival?  Read 2 Corinthians 11:8 for further information.  

4. Read Acts 18:4-8. Paul makes a declaration about his ministry toward the Jews.  What is it?   
 Why?

 
 a. Read Ezekiel 3:18-19.  Based on these  verses, why is Paul saying in verse 6 that he is  
  clean and the blood of the Jews is on their own heads?
    

 b. Why did Paul shake his garments off after the Jews opposed him?
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5.  In Acts 18:7-8 who else does God provide to come alongside of Paul to encourage him in  
 his work for the Lord?

Experience 2:  Acts 18:9-17

1. God knew Paul was afraid, so He sent some personal encouragement to him. What was the  
 encouragement in Acts 18:9-11?  

2. Soon after Gallio’s appointment to office, the Jews make their move against Paul.
 According to verses 12-14, what were the Jews trying to accomplish by bringing Paul before  
 the judgment seat of the governor?

3. In verses 14-17, Paul begins to defend himself, but Gallio speaks on his behalf.  How does  
 Gallio settle the case?

 a. Why does retaliation come against Sosthenes?  (Keep in mind that Sosthenes likely  
  replaced Crispus as ruler of the synagogue from verse 8, when Crispus believed on the  
  Lord.)

“The experience seemed to have had a wholesome effect on Sosthenes, if he is the same man we meet in 1 
Corinthians 1:1, for he appears to have become a Christian himself.”  (Exploring Acts, John Phillips.  p.363)
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 4. In verses 18-23, Paul is traveling about and eventually comes back to Antioch where he  
 began. List the stops he made and the reasons why he made them prior to arriving in   
 Antioch.  These stops conclude Paul’s second missionary journey.

 

5. In verses 24-28, we meet a man named Apollos. What actions does he demonstrate that  
 seem similar to Paul’s? How might this have been an encouragement to both Priscilla and  
 Aquila as well as to Paul?

 a. Read 1 Corinthians 3:5-11. In writing to the church in Corinth, Paul spoke of Apollos  
  whom we met in Acts 18:24-28. How does Paul describe this fellow co-laborer?

ACTING on God’s Word

As Paul concludes his 2nd missionary journey, he’s covered a lot of geographical ground. He 
has met many people. Some of these people received his message with gladness, while others 
opposed him by seeking ways to harm him in order to stop his message from going forth. In the 
areas he has traveled, he has seen people immersed in idolatry, puffed up with knowledge, 
burdened under legalism, and in bondage to sin. He’s seen God change his direction, as well as 
close and open ministry doors. Discouragement could easily have set in at different times. But 
Paul doesn’t deter from God’s work despite any hardship, opposition, or someone’s response. 
He presses on knowing that people need Jesus. Along the way, God is so faithful to strengthen 
Paul as Paul is strengthening the believers. Paul said in Philippians 4:13 that “He could do all 
things through Christ who gives him strength.” God is the source of Paul’s strength. God uses 
many things to strengthen the believer during ministry.

In today’s chapter, Paul continues ministering in Jesus’ name. In verses 9-11, God speaks 
directly to Paul in a vision giving Paul encouragement. The greatest source of encouragement 
was the reminder that God was with him, and because of that, Paul needn't be afraid. Some-
times God encourages us through other people who become our co-laborers in the ministry as 
we saw in today’s chapter.  

A
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1. Think of an area where you are being used by the Lord in ministry. This could be as a   
 wife, a mother, or any other area of service. Describe any discouragements that you have  
 faced as you have served the Lord in this area.

2. If you are facing or have faced discouragement in your ministry, how did or how are you  
 handling it? 

3. God doesn’t always speak His encouragement to us through a vision as He did to Paul,  
 but we all have the Bible to go to in our times of discouragement. How is the Bible a   
 source of encouragement? 

4. As God did with Paul, how has God used other people to encourage you? 
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5. Everyone needs encouragement! Pray and ask God to show you someone who is serving  
 Him faithfully who needs some Godly encouragement. If you feel led, write that person a  
 note strengthening them in the Lord.

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer
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I (Brenda) know what I am about to write is not popular nor widely embraced; however, I cannot stay 
quiet any longer on the topic of sexual confusion that is so prevalent in the United States as well as 
around the world.  

This week my husband told me that a man he knows well has announced his “gender reassignment.” My 
son’s school recently hired a guest speaker, who was formerly from a Christian college, to address the 
students about diversity. In his talk he encouraged the student body to embrace all forms of sexuality 
whether that be gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, or transgender. He believes that everything should be accepted 
and embraced without judgment. When I hear this kind of information, I am so saddened by the sexual 
confusion I see as well as the momentum it appears to be gaining. The United States is a nation in a state 
of moral erosion. We are crumbling in large chunks from our faith foundation, and sin is at the core. 
God’s truth is no longer the plumb line for acceptable behavior so it isn't any wonder we see such 
perplexing behaviors. When will we begin to stop calling wrong “ok” and right “not ok?”

Ephesus wasn’t much different from us. It was a sexually-obsessed and confused place. The people 
worshipped the goddess Diana, a multi-breasted goddess of fertility, and her temple attracted evil spirits 
and demonism of every kind. As Paul enters this metropolis, he and his team face all sorts of strange and 
bewildering behaviors. It is only through the truth of God’s Word and speaking out against wrong that we 
see people saved and lives changed. Paul continues to be a good example of a man who isn’t afraid to 
speak truth into confusion and go against the wrong tide he witnesses. May his life spur us on to speak 
out against the product of sin which is confusion. 

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 19:1-41

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1:  Acts 19:1-10

1. In Acts 19:1, Paul begins his third missionary journey. He enters Ephesus and meets up  
 with some men who he calls “disciples.” It appears something seemed off with these people  
 as Paul encounters them. Paul asked them a peculiar question in verse 2. What is that   
 question and how did the disciples answer? 

Acts 19: Filled With Confusion

E

R
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2. In verses 3-7, Paul has a conversation with these men and gets to the root of their confusion.  
 How were they confused? 

 a. In verse 6 what gave evidence to their conversion? 

 b. Read 1 Corinthians 14:22-24. According to this verse, what also is the purpose of   
  tongues and prophecy? 

 c. Please note in Acts 19:6 that the Holy Spirit came “upon” the disciples. If you remember  
  back in Acts 1:8 the Holy Spirit comes upon us for a specific purpose. If needed, go back  
  and read Acts 1:8. What is that purpose? 

Paul’s Third Missionary Journey
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3. Read Acts 19:8-10. Paul follows his normal pattern of evangelism as he boldly shares Christ  
 in the Synagogues. Why does Paul move the group and his teaching to the school of   
 Tyrannous? 

“Saul [Paul] referred to Christianity as ‘the Way’, a term used only in Acts 19:9, 23, 22:4; 24:14, 22.” (Bible 
Knowledge Commentary, pg. 375) John 14:6 says, “I am the way, the truth and the life…..” This may be where the 
name originated. 

“It's interesting that again here is the reference to the Christians as "that way." It shows that it was more than just a 
philosophy. It was their life. It manifested itself in their entire lifestyle, as Christianity should; it should affect your 
entire lifestyle.” (Chuck Smith Sermon Series on Acts)

Experience 2:  Acts 19:11-20

1. In Acts 19:11-12, God is doing unusual miracles through Paul. We don’t know what these  
 were, but we know that people saw Paul healing the sick and performing miracles in Jesus’  
 name. The people wanted this power activated in their life. We know that Ephesus was a  
 city that was filled with magicians, sorcerers and workers of darkness. Given this under- 
 standing, in verse 12-14, how did the people distort what Paul was doing for their own   
 gain? Who was doing this? 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 14:33. Who is the author of confusion? 

 a. Read 2 Corinthians 11:13-15. How does the author of confusion work? 
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3. Read Acts 19:15-20. Given what you just learned in 1 & 2 Corinthians, how did the   
 author of confusion work in the verses in Acts? 

 a. How did the enemy’s scheme backfire? 

 b. Why is it dangerous to take spiritual warfare lightly? 

Experience 3:  Acts 19:21-41

1. Read Acts 19:21-22. What do you learn about Paul that speaks to his determination in  
 spreading the gospel? 

2. Read Acts 19:23-29. In these verses opposition comes against Paul and the disciples of  
 Jesus. 

 a. Who is upset and why? 

 b. What effect did the silversmith’s dispute have upon the people in the city and Paul’s  
  travel companions? 

 c. What did Paul want to do and why didn’t he? 
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This tremendous temple to Diana (also known as Artemis) in Ephesus was regarded as one of the seven 
wonders of the ancient world. It was supported by 127 pillars, each 60 feet high, and was adorned with great 
sculptures. It was completely lost to history until 1869, when it was discovered again, and its main altar was 
unearthed in 1965. "The Temple of Artemis was also a major treasury and bank of the ancient world, where 
merchants, kings, and even cities made deposits, and where their money could be kept safe under the protection 
of deity. (David Guzik)

3. In Acts 19:30-32, confusion is widespread. What is produced from this mass confusion?
 

4. In Acts 19:33-41, two people try to quiet the people and stop the riot. Who are these   
 people and how do they try to restore order? 

“The city clerk was what we would consider the mayor of the city.” (David Guzik)

5. What was the motivation that started the riot? How does the enemy use this same   
 motivation over and over again to bring about confusion in our lives? 

ACTING on God’s Word

Merriam-Webster defines confusion as a state where people are uncertain, unable to under-
stand something clearly, and a feeling that comes when you do not understand what is 
happening or expected. It is both a condition and an emotion and often takes us in unprofit-
able directions relationally, physically and spiritually. In today’s verses, we saw confusion 
manifest itself in three different ways. I’ve listed those ways below. Look up the verses in 
each section, and then describe how truth puts confusion to rest and brings Godly order. 

A
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1.  In salvation (Acts 19:1-10)

 Romans 10:9-10 

 Ephesians 1:13-14

 1 John 5:12-14

2.  Through signs and miracles (Acts 19:11-22)

 Matthew 7:15-16

 1 John 4:1-2

 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22

3.  Heart Motivations (Acts 19:23-41)

 1 Thessalonians 2:4-9

 2 Peter 1:2-8

Now let’s make it a little more personal:
It seems confusion is everywhere in our society today. Identify some areas of confusion you see 
around you, and then tell why you think this confusion exists. How would God’s word clear up 
these confusions? 

Is there an area of confusion in your life? If so, what is it? Can you identify the root cause of 
your confusion? What counsel does scripture give on how to sever this root so that Godly order 
and fruit can come? 



 Acts 19 • 116

         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs

D DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer
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“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.”
“God always gives His best to those who leave the choice with Him.”

Jim Elliot

After reading Life Magazine on January 30,1956, some may have thought, “What a tragic waste of 
life!” when they learned about the deaths of Ed McCully, Roger Youderian, Nate Saint, Pete Fleming 
and Jim Elliot who died while initiating contact with the Auca tribe in Ecuador. Yet, this was certainly 
not God’s perspective. He was just beginning His work through these men because their deaths would 
impact many worldwide.   

Jim Elliot and his team first discovered the Auca huts with the help of a missionary jungle pilot, Nate 
Saint. Their initial attempt to contact the Aucas was by airplane. They would fly around the camp 
shouting words of friendship in the Auca language and dropping down gifts in a basket. After three or 
four months of gift dropping, they decided to enter the Auca territory and stay for a period of time. On 
Jan 8, 1956, two Auca women walked out of the jungle, and Jim and Pete excitedly approached them. 
As they got closer, the women did not seem friendly. There was a loud outcry as a group of Auca 
warriors appeared with their spears raised behind the women from the jungle. Jim Elliot reached for the 
gun in his pocket. He could have chosen to save the group and himself, but decided not to use the gun for 
protection. The missionary men had vowed not to kill an Auca who did not know Jesus in order to save 
himself from being killed. So within seconds, the Auca warriors threw their spears and all five missionar-
ies entered into the presence of the Lord. 

After Jim’s death, Elisabeth Elliot, her daughter and a sister of one of the other missionaries, Rachel 
Saint, continued to initiate contact with the Auca Indians. They were successful in demonstrating the 
love of Christ to them through their forgiveness. It also allowed them to have amazing successful outreach 
with Auca people.  

The lives of Ed, Roger, Nate, Pete and Jim were not wasted.  In fact, God used their deaths to bring life, 
through salvation, to many Aucas as well as encouragement and inspiration to thousands of believers 
worldwide.  Interestingly, Jim’s life goal was for more people to become missionaries, and he likely inspired 
more people to go to other countries to share the love of Jesus than he ever could have if he had lived a 
longer life.

Jim Elliot and his team demonstrate similar characteristics to Paul in our text today.  Paul was ready to 
do God’s will despite the personal danger he knew he would encounter. Yet, with resolute steadfastness, 
Paul, returns to Jerusalem and indeed encounters difficulty. We will end today’s lesson at Acts 21:36. 
From here until the end of book of Acts, Paul will remain a prisoner for proclaiming Jesus as Savior. Next 
week we will pick up in Acts 21:37.

As you begin your time of study today, pause and thank God for the work of so many men and women 
who were willing to do the will of God despite giving up their own personal comfort and safety. We are 
certainly the beneficiary of someone’s dedication to share the Gospel. Additionally, pray that God will 
open your eyes not only to His Word but also to how He might be calling you to be an instrument in His 
hands to reach others.

Acts 21: The Will of the Lord Be Done
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E

R RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 21:1-36

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 21:1-14

1. In Acts 21:1-7, Paul is wrapping up his 3rd missionary journey. In his commentary, Be Daring,  
 Warren Weirsbe said, “Paul had devoted a good part of his 3rd missionary journey to taking  
 up a love gift for the Jews in Judea. It was a practical way for the Gentiles to show their  
 oneness with their Jewish brothers and sisters, and to repay them for sharing the Gospel with  
 the Gentiles (Romans 15:25-27).”  In verses 1-7, Paul travels to Cos, Rhodes, Patara,
 Phoenicia, Tyre, and Ptolemais. When they landed at Tyre to unload cargo, they stayed 7  
 days. In verse 4, Paul receives a warning from the disciples in Tyre. What is the warning? 

 a. Read Acts 20:22-23. What has the Lord already spoken to Paul and why does this  
  message seem contradictory? 

 b. Read Acts 9:15-16. Shortly after Paul’s conversion, God spoke prophetic words
  concerning Paul’s future to Ananias. What did God say? 

 c. In Acts 21:1-7, does the warning given in Acts 20:22-23 deter Paul from continuing his  
  travel to Jerusalem?
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2. Read Acts 21:8-11. 

 a. Who does Paul stay with while in Caesarea? What do you remember about this man  
  and why would this be an interesting reunion? Read the following verses and note  
  what you learn about Philip. 

 1) Acts 6:5-6

 2) Acts 8:1-8

 3) Acts 8:26-40

 b. Read Acts 11:26-28. Recall Paul’s first meeting with Agabus. What gift of the Spirit  
  has he been given and how had Paul seen this gift used? 

 c. How was Paul warned about his trip to Jerusalem once again in Acts 21:8-11? 
  

3. Read Acts 21:12-14. 

 a. How did the people respond to the prophet’s warning? 

 b. How did Paul respond?

 c. How did the people respond to Paul? Write what they said in verse 14. 

Experience 2: Acts 21:15-25

1. In Acts 21:15-20 Paul arrives in Jerusalem. This concludes his 3rd missionary journey.   
 What does Paul do upon arriving in Jerusalem? How do James (the half brother of Jesus)  
 and the Jewish elders respond to Paul’s report? 
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2. In verses 20-22, James and the Jewish elders shared with Paul reports/rumors circulating  
 throughout Jerusalem about Paul, the believing Jews and the Mosaic Law. What was being  
 said? From what you’ve learned about Paul as evangelist and teacher, did these   
 rumor/reports have validity? 

3. Remember back in Acts 18:18, Paul had taken a Jewish Nazarite vow (Numbers 6)
 devoting himself to the Lord for a certain period of time. Upon completing the determined  
 period of time, a Nazarite would shave their head and offer a sacrifice in the temple. Paul  
 did this in Acts 18:18 but never offered a sacrifice. He would be very familiar with this  
 Nazarite vow. In Acts 21:23-24 the Jewish elders make a suggestion to Paul about how he  
 can prove his allegiance to the Jewish traditions and stop the rumors being spread. What  
 did they suggest? 

“When Paul concluded his vow [Acts 18:18], he did not bring a sacrifice. Why? He knew that by one offering Christ 
had perfected forever them that are sanctified, and he knew that the sacrifices under the law had no more place in 
the Christian economy.” (H.A. Ironside, Acts commentary, pg. 287)

4. Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23. This was Paul’s writing to the Corinthians. From this text,  
 why might Paul have chosen to go along with the plan suggested by James and the Jewish  
 elders?

5. Read Acts 21:25. What instructions did James and the Jewish elders give Paul concerning  
 the Gentiles? We know from Acts 15 that Paul had already agreed with this suggestion. 
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Experience 3: Acts 21:26-36

1. Read Acts 21:26-29. Paul follows the leaderships’ suggestion but things don’t go
 according to plan. What happened and why? Please note that Trophimus (v.29) was a   
 Gentile, and Gentiles were forbidden to enter into the Jewish sanctioned areas of the   
 temple. 

 a. From these verses, what were the accusations made against Paul? 

“In the temple, separating the court of the Gentiles from the other courts, stood a wall beyond which no Gentile 
was allowed to go (note Eph. 2:14). On the wall was this solemn inscription: ‘No foreigner may enter within the 
barricade which surrounds the sanctuary and enclosure. Anyone who is caught so doing will have himself to 
blame for his ensuing death.’ The Romans had granted the Jewish religious leaders authority to deal with 
anybody who broke this law, and this included the right of execution.” (The Bible Exposition Commentary,
W. Weirsbe, pg. 491)

2. Read Acts 21:30-36. Who intervened in the situation saving Paul from being killed?

 a. How did Agabus’ prophecy from Acts 21:11 come true?

3. What are some possible reasons why the people reacted so violently against Paul? 

ACTING on God’s Word

Up to this point in our study in the book of Acts, we have seen Paul preaching the Gospel 
from the moment the scales fell off his eyes and receiving the Holy Spirit in Acts 9:17-18. It 
was also during this time Ananias learned that Paul would suffer much in the name of Jesus. 
Paul experienced the suffering and persecution firsthand that came from being a messenger 
of God’s love and grace. And yet, we don’t see it deterring him from going, speaking boldly 
and following God’s will. In Romans 15:20, Paul makes it clear that his aim in life was to 
preach the Gospel to those who haven’t heard about Jesus. He was willing to pay the cost, 
even with his life, for others to hear about Jesus. Today, we saw Paul say in Acts 20:13, “For I 
am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 
The people responded to Paul in verse 14 by saying, “The will of the Lord be done.”

A
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1. How do you see Paul’s heart for the lost in line with Jesus’ heart? Read Matthew 26:36-39.  
 What does Jesus pray right before his arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane? 

 a. Read John 6:38-40. What was God’s will and how did Jesus accomplish it? Describe  
  how Jesus’ obedience has impacted future generations, including you. 

2. From today’s verses, describe how Jesus’ ministry through Paul and Paul’s obedience to God  
 impacted both Jews and Gentiles as well as future generations.

3. The words Jesus speaks in John 5:30 are key to our obedience to God’s will. Read John 5:30. 

 a. What often hinders us from following God’s will? Describe how this might be hindering  
  you today from sharing Christ’s love with someone. 

 b. How might this be hindering you from accepting suffering in your life that God has  
  allowed?
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Why does God’s will often involve difficult circumstances, risks and suffering?

4. Following God’s will always requires obedience and acceptance. God’s goal is for others to  
 come to know Him through us. Why does following God’s will require sacrifice? What is  
 the most recent sacrifice you have made for Jesus and the furthering of the Gospel? 

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 
     

D
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Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer
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For the last 10 months I (Brenda) have been living in what I have sarcastically begun calling, “The Land 
of Not Know.”  This place is not a literal place, but rather a figurative place of not knowing what is 
ahead in a circumstance that threatens to impact my life deeply. While living in “Not Know,” I have often 
struggled with feelings that God has forgotten me and my circumstances. Many mornings during my 
devotions, the words in my Bible seemed dead and dry with no encouragement for my heart. Nothing on 
the pages indicated that God was at work in my trial. Silence. Some days my emotions threatened to 
overtake me with dread and worry. Anxiety hung around like an unwanted visitor, and my spirit was 
deeply troubled. When I would think about the future, I became nearly paralyzed with fear as I traveled 
down the worst case scenario roads in my mind that circled all around “The Land of Not Know.” This 
time has been far from fun, and I am quite ready to find the exit ramp out of this unsettling place.

Yet, at the time I am writing this, my trial is not over. I cannot tell you exactly how things will work out, 
or what God will reveal to me by the end of it all. However, I have learned a few things about “The 
Land of Not Know,” and I pray they will encourage you should you ever find yourself in this undesirable 
place.   

 • In “The Land of Not Know” God is for me, not against me.  (Romans 8:31)
    He loves me and gave Himself for me.  (Matthew 20:28)

There is a phrase my Mom has used in difficult times, and it is this, “When we cannot see God’s hand, 
we must trust His heart.”  When I cannot see God at work with my human eyesight, I remind myself 
God is at work and He is for me. He loves me.

 • In “The Land of Not Know” God is all-knowing, all-powerful and all-sufficient for my needs.    
    (Job 34:21, Psalm 62:11, Phil 4:19)

Every day, no matter what I face, God is greater than my circumstances. He can open doors no man can 
shut and close doors no man can open. I can trust His power to open and close the doors in my life to 
direct my steps. I can pray for God’s power to be unleashed over my circumstances.  

 • “The Land of Not Know” is a place for spiritual growth, and the perfect place to practice learning  
     to take every thought (and emotion) captive and make it obedient to Christ.  (2 Corinthians 10:5)

My emotions often ran away with my mind during this trial. I practiced how to rein them in and give 
them back to the Lord. 

 • “The Land of Not Know” is a perfect place to practice being thankful. 

Many days I spent time thanking God for what I knew to be true about the moment I was in, and I 
stayed away from conjecturing about the days ahead. I thanked Him for what He had done in the past 
and thanked Him for that day. Sometimes I would even thank Him for how He would work out the trial 
even if it wasn’t what some might consider the best-case scenario. 

Chapter 23: Be of Good Cheer



         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs  Acts 23 • 139

E

R

These are just a few of the things I have learned to this point. But, this past week in my devotions, as I 
once again clung to the Lord for encouragement, He sent this for me as it was one of my passages for the 
day:

Psalm 31:19-22 (NLT)
“How great is the goodness you have stored up for those who fear you. You lavish it on 
those who come to you for protection, blessing them before the watching world. You hide 
them in the shelter of your presence, safe from those who conspire against them.  You 
shelter them in your presence far from accusing tongues. Praise the Lord for he has shown 
me the wonders of His unfailing love. He kept me safe when my city was under attack. In 
panic, I cried out, ‘I am cut off from the Lord!’  But you heard my cry for mercy and 
answered my call for help.”

I was so encouraged by this Psalm and it was like water on a dry plant. God was reassuring me during 
my time of testing that He was right there beside me. Paul had a similar experience. In our text today 
Paul too spent time in “The Land of Not Know,” but while there God came and stood beside him saying, 
“Be of good cheer.” (Acts 23:11)  We will read about a wide range of emotions Paul will experience in 
Acts 23. We are not told what specific strategies Paul employed to encourage himself while waiting on the 
Lord, but God eventually brought him out of “Not Know” and gave him clear direction of what was 
ahead. Trials can be long and difficult but, eventually, they do come to an end.  If we can make it our 
goal to yield to God’s will and grow through the process, our time in “The Land of Not Know”  can be a 
spiritually productive place.   

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 22:30-23:35

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 22:30-23:10

1. In Acts 22:30 the Roman commander is in a bind over Paul’s imprisonment because of his  
 military position and Paul’s citizenship. How does he go about gathering information   
 concerning the reason for Paul’s arrest?
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“The logical thing was to let Paul’s own people try him, so the captain arranged for a special meeting of the Jewish council 
(Sanhedrin). This group was composed of seventy (or seventy-one) of the leading Jewish teachers, with the high priest 
presiding. It was their responsibility to interpret and apply the sacred Jewish laws to the affairs of the nation, and to try those 
who violated that law. The Romans gave the council permission to impose capital punishment where the offense deserved it.” 
(Be Daring, W. Weirsbe, pg. 124)

2. In verses 23:1-5, Paul has another opportunity to speak of Jesus. This time it was before the  
 Sanhedrin. When Paul began speaking, he immediately caused an offense. What did he say  
 that offended the high priest and why? 

 a. Define the word conscience. 

 b. What does it mean to “live in all good conscience before God”? 

 c. Read Romans 2:12-16. What role does the conscience play in our lives?

3. What command did the high priest give concerning Paul in verse 2? 

4. In response to the high priest’s command, Paul calls the high priest a “whitewashed wall.”  
 Why did Paul seem to respond this way in verse 3 and what was his accusation against the  
 high priest?

“Jewish law presumed the accused to be innocent until proven guilty.” (Bible Knowledge Commentary, pg. 419)
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5. How did Paul’s response to the high priest make a bad situation even worse in verses 4-5? 

“Some think he [Paul] did not know the high priest because his eyesight was bad. This is an inference from Galatians 4:14-15 
and 6:11, as well as from early written church traditions. Others think that Paul is being sarcastic here, with the idea "I didn't 
think that anyone who acted in such a manner could be the high priest!” (David Guzik, commentary on Acts)

In Acts 23:6-9 what realization did Paul make concerning his listeners? 

 d. On what basis did Paul feel judged? (vs.6)

 e. How does Paul use the doctrine of the Sadducees and the Pharisees to his advantage  
  in verses 6-9?

1. How does God protect Paul from false accusations and an unfair trial? (vs. 10)

Experience 2: Acts 23:11-35

1. In Acts 23:11 Paul finds himself in jail during the night hours. From what happened in  
 Acts 21-22, why might Paul be distressed and frustrated? 
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 a. How does the Lord comfort and encourage Paul? 

 b. How might the Lord’s words also been a source of strength for Paul? 

2. In Acts 23:12-15 the Jews are even more angry and embittered at this situation. What do  
 a few of the Jewish men decide to do the next morning? 

3. In verses 16-25 we see God protect Paul in divine ways. 

 a. How does God intervene and protect Paul through his nephew in verses 16-22? 

 b. How does God use the commander to protect Paul in verses 23-25? 

4. In Acts 23:25-35 we find Paul being transferred to Caesarea.  Read this account and
 then answer the questions below regarding the points of the letter the commander sent  
 to Felix. 

 a. Do you notice anything the commander omitted about himself and his care for Paul  
  as he recounted Paul’s time in Jerusalem? (Hint: See verses 27, 29)
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 b. In verses 31-35, the soldiers bring Paul to Antipatris which is about 40 miles from  
  Caesarea. Once in Antipatris, they knew the rest of the journey would be safe for   
  Paul to travel without the need for so many foot soldiers. In verse 35, what does the  
  governor say to Paul concerning his trial? 

 c. Where is Paul taken for the next 5 days (24:1)? 
 

ACTING on God’s Word
In today’s verses, we saw Paul literally struck by his accusers, his life threatened and the day 
ending with Paul in a jail cell as darkness closed in on him. We’ve already learned that Paul’s 
greatest desire is to preach the gospel and impact lives for eternity, and he uses any opportunity 
before him to point people to Jesus. But the events of today’s lesson paint a grim outlook for 
Paul. Remember, we know the final chapters of Paul’s life, but as Paul sits in the jail cell, he has 
no idea if this is the end and/or if God is closing this chapter of ministry in his life. In Acts 23:11 
we read that the Lord stood by Paul in that jail cell and spoke encouraging words to Paul. Those 
words cut to the heart of Paul’s emotions. We all deal with emotions. It is to this point that we 
will apply today’s text.

1. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:23. What are the three parts that make up our human bodies?  
 Describe each part’s function. In which part do you find emotions? This is the same place  
 you find the will of a person and the mind. 

A
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2. Read Galatians 5:16-25. As a believer, sealed by the Holy Spirit, how should we be   
 walking/living? What does this tell you regarding your emotions and the way God
 commands us to walk? 

3. It has been said that emotions should be indicators in the Christian life, not dictators.   
 Describe what this means in your own words. How does this statement challenge you in  
 your life today? Remember, God created us with emotions. He gave them to us so they  
 have a purpose.

 

4. How would you rate yourself on the scale below? Draw a circle that best characterizes   
 how much emotions impact your day to day life.

 

   Spirt-controlled life—————————————————-Soul-controlled life



Acts 23 • 145© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs

         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

D

5. What’s the prescription when we are living a more soul-controlled life (emotion  
 driven) than a spirit-controlled life? Look up the following verses and note what you  
 learn. Let these verses serve as a progression for handling a soul-controlled situation. 

 
 1 John 1:9

 2 Corinthians 10:5-6

 Romans 12:1-2

 Joshua 24:15

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 
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From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray?

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.

Close in Prayer
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“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord 
does not impute iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.” Psalm 32:1-2

Have you ever noticed how you feel as a believer when you have a guilty conscience?  It is a bit like 
getting spaghetti sauce on a white shirt. You can try wiping off the red sauce with a napkin, but that 
never works. If you really want the stain out, you know the only way to get it out is to take off the shirt 
and launder it with soap. However, it is not always convenient to wash a shirt when you initially stain it. 
So, you may decide to wait.  In the meantime, the stain sets in deeper and, eventually, it can permanently 
ruin the shirt if you wait too long. 

This analogy is a bit like what it feels like to have a guilty conscientious. I, Brenda, usually start the day 
with a clear conscience, but it never ceases to amaze me that before long, I’ve sinned in some capacity. 
Sometimes I have not even eaten lunch yet! I do my best to keep a short account of my sin with the Lord; 
however, whatever the reason may be, there are times that I do not get the sin cleared up with the Lord 
immediately, which allows the sin to set deeper into my heart. When I don’t repent quickly, something 
quite disturbing usually happens next; my behaviors start to shift. I may try to avoid dealing with a 
situation that is related to the sin. I may turn more self-centered. I may lack discernment and try to 
protect my own interests. I may become defensive or difficult and end up hurting the people around me. 
And before I know it, that one sin turns into many, and “my white shirt” is covered in spaghetti sauce. 
I’ve seen this unfold especially in areas of conflict. These areas include my home, friendships, leadership, 
business, and ministry. It has never been pretty. So, my personal goal is to keep my sin in check and aim 
to clear it up right away whenever possible. But, what happens when the people around us do not have 
the same goal?  Difficulties may be around the bend.

We must remember that only God can judge the heart (James 4:12). Yet in our text today, it seems as 
though there are people in various states with their conscience before the Lord. In Acts 24:16 Paul tells 
his listeners that he has a clear conscience before men and God. However, we don’t hear those words 
from Ananias, Tertullus, or Felix. Their words and behaviors seem to indicate they are looking to protect 
themselves and their own interests.  

There is much we can learn from this chapter on the importance of keeping a clear conscience before the 
Lord, as well as how to work with people who may not make that their priority. May God open your eyes 
to His Word today and bless your time with Him.

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 24:1-27

Acts 24: A Clear Conscience

R
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Read Acts 24:1. It has been five days since Paul was put in Herod’s praetorium in Jerusalem 
while waiting for the next step in his case to be heard. Who comes to Caesarea and what are 
their roles?

“Felix was obviously fawning flattery, for Felix was known for his violent use of repressive force and corrupt self-aggrandizement. Felix 
had been a slave, won his freedom, and curried favor with the imperial court. Tacitus, a Roman historian, bitingly summed up Felix’s 
character with the terse comment, ‘He exercised royal power with the mind of a slave’.” (Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 421) 

1. Read verses 2-4. How do you see Tertullus begin his case against Paul to Felix?  What tactic  
 does he use? Give phrases to support your answers. What do these comments suggest about  
 this man’s character?

2. Tertullus brings accusations against Paul in verses 5-6. These claims were personal, political  
 and religious. Read the allegations and place them under the headings below:

 Personal

 Political

 Religious
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3. Read Acts 24:7-9. If you recall, Lysis was the commander from Jerusalem who sent Paul to  
 Caesarea. Tertullus appears trying to exaggerate and mislead Felix. How do you see him  
 doing this?

  

4. In verses 10-11, Paul is now given an opportunity to answer the claims brought against  
 him. Why does Paul say he was in Jerusalem twelve days ago?  Why is this important?

 Day 1 – Paul arrived in Jerusalem (21:17)
 Day 2 – Met with James and the elders (21:8)
 Day 3 – In the temple with the Nazarites (21:26)
 Day 4 – In the temple
 Day 5 – In the temple
 Day 6 – Arrested in the temple (21:27)
 Day 7 – Met with the Jewish council (23:1-10)
 Day 8 – Threatened; taken to Caesarea (23:12, 23)
 Day 9 – Arrived in Caesarea (23:33)
 Day 10 – Waited (Felix sent for the Jewish leaders)
 Day 11 – waited for the Jewish leaders to arrive
 Day 12 – Waited – they arrived – hearing scheduled
 Day 13 – The hearing conducted 
 (Be Daring, W. Wiersbe, p. 140)

5. Tertullus had accused Paul of sedition (conduct or speech causing people to rebel against  
 government authorities). If Paul was found guilty of sedition, he could have been executed.  
 How does Paul address these charges in verses 11-13?
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6. Read Acts 24:14-16.  

 a. Paul now makes a confession in verse 14. What is that confession? 

 b. How does his confession speak truth into the religious accusations that Tertullus   
  brought against him?

 c. List the religious points that Paul shared in his defense.

 d. How could Paul’s statement about himself in verse 16 become an accusation against  
  the authorities gathered?   

7. What accusations is Paul addressing in verses 17-18?  

8. How does Paul’s statement in verses 19-21 encourage witnesses to step forward and show  
 he has a clear conscience and that the charges are unfounded?

9.  In verse 22, what was Felix’s response to Tertullus and Paul? Felix chooses not to make a  
 ruling. Based on what we know about the case, did he have enough information to make a  
 ruling? How does his indecision affect the people in this case?
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10. Read Acts 24:23. How does Felix demonstrate kindness toward Paul? Why might this   
 look confusing based on his actions in verse 22? 

11.  Read verses 24-27 and answer the following questions:

 a. Felix avoided making a legal decision regarding Paul. Now we see him avoiding   
  another decision. What is it according to verse 24-25? What reasons does he give for  
  his delay in making a decision?

“Drusilla was a sister to Herod Agrippa II and Bernice mentioned in Acts 25. Drusilla was reported to be of great beauty and 
Felix seduced her away from her husband, enticing her to become his third wife. The lax morals of Felix and Drusilla helped 
to explain the topics on which Paul spoke to them.”  (Dave Guzik, Stott Commentary)

 b. In verses 24-25, notice how Paul speaks the truth despite his circumstances.  Fear   
  does not keep him from boldly proclaiming truth. Read Ephesians 4:14-16 and see  
  how Paul’s words here are being lived out.

 c. In Paul’s spiritual conversation with Felix, Paul speaks on four main points in Acts  
  24:24-25.  How does Felix’s response mimic what a response we may see today?

 d. What motivation comes forth from Felix’s ongoing conversations with Paul in verse  
  26? Why might this be part of the issue with his indecisiveness?

 e. What happens to Felix in verse 27 and how does this impact Paul?



 Acts 24 • 152

         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

© Calvary Chapel Chester Springs

ACTING on God’s Word
In today’s verses, we were given a front row seat on conflict. We witnessed the effects of offenses 
handled in an ungodly way where selfish motivation, greed, and control came into play, and the 
effects were far reaching. What could have been a quick resolution back in chapter 21 has now 
dragged on for two years and has involved many more people than were needed. Let’s apply 
Paul’s example to our own lives as I (Stacy) believe there is much we can learn. I know this is a 
long application, but I promise you, if we get these principles down and settled deep in our 
heart, it will be well worth it in your life and relationships. 

1. Read Matthew 18:15-20. List the steps set forth when an offense occurs between two   
 people. Number the order in which these things are to take place. 

2. When Matthew 18 is not followed, chaos often ensues. Go back to Acts 21:30-36. From  
 these verses, when Paul was seized after being seen in the temple, how was Matthew 18 not  
 immediately followed? List the ways the people aggravated and provoked this situation. 

 a. Apply this to personal conflict. We, too, can aggravate and provoke conflict in ungodly  
  ways. List sinful actions that people sometimes do when there is conflict. Explain how  
  these actions can aggravate the situation further. I’ve listed an example to help get you  
  started. 

  Example: Gossip - untruths get spread concerning the person involved and only one  
  perspective is shared shaping the ways others think. People get hurt. 

A
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3. In the verses today Tertullus called Paul three specific things. He called him a plague, a   
 creator of dissension, and a ringleader. These are not good things to be called. How would   
 you describe these kinds of people? 

 Person who is a plague - 

 Creator of dissension - 

 Ringleader - 

4. From what we saw today, Paul was able to stand before his accusers, as well as judges,    
 telling the truth. He was able to do this because he had a clear conscience both before   
 God and man. How does a clear conscience bring about peace and help in reconciliation?

5. Look up the following verses that instruct us in godly living where conflict might be    
 involved. What do you learn and then apply it to any conflict you are currently involved in. 

 Verse:   Instruction:   Current Life Application:

 Romans 12:18

 James 4:1-2

 Matthew 7:1-5

 1 John 4:20-21

 Psalm 1:1-3
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6. Ultimately, where there is a guilty conscience and conflict that may have been  
 handled in an ungodly way, forgiveness is required. The process includes repenting  
 of our own sin (1 John 1:9) and forgiving the offender (2 Corinthians 2:5-17). You  
 know if you have a guilty conscience right now. If so, please take a minute and bring  
 this before the Lord. Then go to the person who has offended you and be reconciled. 

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.

Close in Prayer
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Death. It is something that we all know will happen to us one day. Physical life has a beginning and a 
guaranteed ending. If you like statistics, death falls into the 100% column. And yet, many live life as if 
death is a very distant event not wanting to give it much thought. We push it to the back of our brains 
letting it have little effect and impact on our living. I, Stacy, used to be that person. I didn’t want to think 
about my end days much until I developed breast cancer. A diagnosis like that takes something far off and 
sweeps it immediately to the forefront. Death became a very real reality. It felt closer and a little more 
certain, forcing me to consider life differently as well as all my choices. I think that’s a good thing. It also 
made me look squarely into the fears that penetrated my heart about death: what will my final hours look 
like? Will there be pain? What will happen to my kids? Will my husband love someone again like he loves 
me? How will they manage without me? And in those swirling questions throughout my cancer treat-
ments, God entered in asking time and time again, “Do you trust Me?” 

I believe faith in God lies at the center of our death fears. We hold onto the things of this world thinking 
we hold those pieces together, when really, God holds it all. He doesn’t need us holding the pieces together. 
He needs us to trust Him. If we trust Him for eternity, why do we struggle with trusting Him with 
today’s circumstances? When we get wrapped up in fear and worry, we stop living for Him. Our focus is 
on our fears and the what-ifs instead of Him. Our focus goes to our comfort, not Christ. But He calls us 
to live for Him, not for comfort. He desires we spend our days here on earth living as a living sacrifice for 
Him (Romans 12:1-2). It’s our reasonable act of service. In that, life and death are wrapped together. 
When we do that, people’s lives are affected for eternity because people see Jesus, not us. That is Christ-
living. 

Paul knew Christ-living. Since his imprisonment back in Acts 21, two years have gone by bringing us to 
his present chains in Caesarea and the chapters we will study today. During his imprisonment, Paul also 
saw death much more closely. Two years of uncertainty and unknowns. Two years of accusations from 
people wanting him dead. Two years of prison cells and dark, lonely nights. And yet, as we will see today, 
during those two years, Paul’s heart could say, “I do not object to dying” (Acts 25:11). Soon after 
chapter 26, Paul will go to Rome in chains where it is believed he wrote the book of Philippians. It is in 
Philippians 1:21 where Paul says, “To live is Christ, to die is gain.”

In today’s chapters, we see Paul live out these very words. In his living, Paul trusted God. He saw God 
protect him, provide for him and meet him in his fears. In his living, Paul wanted nothing more than to 
share Christ’s love and grace boldly with those God put in front of him, even if they were his accusers 
and the instruments of his death. In his living, Paul didn’t fear death because he knew that dying meant 
he got to be face-to- face with his Savior, Jesus Christ. Dying is actually entering life eternal. For Paul, 
this certainly was gain over anything this world had to offer. 

Oh, my sweet sisters, I know some of you reading these words have lost loved ones. I know others may be 
facing an uncertain diagnosis and maybe, you too, are looking at death a little more closely than you 
would like. I don’t minimize the painful and difficult emotions that surround death. Death is hard. It isn’t 
what God intended for us, and yet, sin ushered it in. But Jesus conquered death on the cross, and through 
Him, as Paul declares once again today, we have life. We don’t need to fear death when we live in Christ. 
May God meet us in our pain and fears regarding death today. May our fears be made smaller as our 
faith becomes bigger. May we declare as Paul did, “To live is Christ, to die is gain.” 

Acts 25 & 26: “To Live is Christ, to Die is Gain.” 
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E

R RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 25-26

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 25:1-27

1. Read Acts 25:1-5. Festus has succeeded Felix as governor of Caesarea. Festus goes from  
 Caesarea to Jerusalem. From these verses, what happens when Festus arrives in Jerusalem?  
 What is asked of him concerning Paul, and what does he offer as a solution? 

2. In verses 6-8 Festus arrives in Caesarea along with the Jews who had come with him from  
 Jerusalem. Paul is brought before Festus who is sitting on the judgment seat. What do you  
 learn about the accusations against Paul in verse 7?

 a. How does Paul answer his accusers in verse 8?

3. Read Acts 25:9-12 and answer the following questions:

 a. Festus offers Paul the opportunity to go back to Jerusalem a second time and be judged  
  there. What was Festus’ motivation behind this offer in verse 9? 

 b. How does Paul defend himself and what does he offer up as a solution? How does Festus  
  respond in verses 10-12? 
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 c. Paul says something that emboldens him to speak without reservation or fear. In verse  
  11, what does he declare? Why is this powerful? 

“It was the right of every Roman citizen to have his case heard by Caesar himself, after initial trials and appeals had failed to 
reach a satisfactory decision. This was in effect an appeal to the "supreme court" of the empire.” (David Guzik Acts Commen-
tary)

4. Read Acts 25:13-22. From these verses, describe how Festus explains his predicament with  
 Paul to King Agrippa II. What is King Agrippa’s suggestion in verse 22? 

“King Agrippa II, Son of Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12:1).  At this time he was a young man of about 30 years of age and the ruler of 
territories northeast of Palestine with the title of King. Because he was a friend of the Roman imperial family, he was awarded 
the privilege of appointing the Jewish high priest and also had been made the custodian of the temple treasury. His background 
made him eminently qualified to hear Paul; because he was well acquainted with the Jews’ religion (Acts 25:26-27).”  (Bible 
Knowledge Commentary, p.423)

Herod Agrippa II ruled a client kingdom of the Roman Empire to the northeast of Festus' province, and was reputed to be an 
expert in Jewish customs and religious matters. Though he did not have jurisdiction over Paul in this case, his hearing of the 
matter would be helpful for Festus. (David Guzik commentary)

5. Read Acts 25:23-27. The next day everyone meets to hear Paul’s case. List all who are  
 present. 

 a. How does Festus introduce Paul, and how does he describe the charges against him in  
  verses 24-25? 
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 b. In verses 26-27, what needs to be decided before Festus can send Paul to Caesar in  
  Rome? 

Experience 2: Acts 26:1-32

1. Read Acts 26:1-3. Paul says he is “happy.” Why does he describe himself this way? 

2. How does Paul describe his life as a young man in verses 4-5 and 9-11? What was he doing  
 that the Jews all knew and could certainly testify to? 

3. Remember from the text boxes above, King Agrippa is very familiar with the Jewish   
 religion as he had appointed the high priests and oversaw the temple treasury, although he  
 did not have jurisdiction in this hearing. In Acts 26:6-8, knowing the charges against him  
 are religious in nature, how does Paul demonstrate he remains a faithful Jew? 

4. What does Paul say he is being judged for in verses 6-8? 

 a. Read Acts 13:32-33. Who has fulfilled the promise made by God to the Jewish
  forefathers? 

 b. In Acts 26:8 how does Paul challenge Agrippa with this information? 
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5. We have already heard Paul’s testimony twice prior to this account (Acts 9 & Acts 22).  
 In Acts 26:12-18 Paul gives his testimony a third time. However, he shares things this   
 time not mentioned previously. What does Paul declare in verses 16-18 to his present   
 audience that is different than before?

 a. Why do you think Paul shared this information this time and not before? (There is  
  no right or wrong answer for this question, just something for you to consider.)

6. In Acts 25:19-21 Paul gives three reasons why the Jews seized him two years ago in the  
 temple and tried to kill him. What three reasons does he give?  

7. How is Paul able to continue boldly sharing this message in the face of grave danger?
 (vs. 22)

8. What Paul proclaims in Acts 26:17-18 and verse 23 is revolutionary thinking for the Jew.  
 In verse 24, Festus has a strong reaction to this message. Why would this be so hard to  
 receive? 

9. In Acts 26:25-27 Paul refutes the idea that he has gone mad by stating what he has   
 shared is based in truth and reason. What does he mean by this? 

“Festus responded loudly and accused Paul of being mad. How strange that Festus did not think Paul was mad when he was 
persecuting the church (Acts 26:11)!”  (Be Daring, W. Weirsbe, pg. 158)
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10. Paul challenges King Agrippa’s belief system trying to force him to take a stand. What   
 question does he ask him in verse 27?

11. How does King Agrippa respond in verse 28? Why do you think he responded this way?  
 Think about his position, his Jewish heritage and the audience present. What would happen  
 if he agreed with Paul? 

12. In verse 29, what does Paul say his desire is for all people? 

13. What do the governing rulers decide from verses 30-32? 

14. Consider for a minute that no ruling has yet come against Paul as he is sent on his way in  
 chains to Rome. King Agrippa leaves us with these words concerning Paul, “This man might  
 have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.” Apply this statement physically and  
 spiritually to King Agrippa and Paul. 

ACTING on God’s Word

“For me to live is Christ, to die is gain.” Phil 1:21

In our lesson today, I (Brenda) believe we see a powerful shift occur in Paul’s headspace. He 
makes a statement in Acts 25:11 that demonstrates he does not fear death. I would guess many 
people, both believers and non-believers, could not say they have absolutely no measure of fear 
when they think about dying. Yet, when we truly and wholeheartedly can say, as Paul did in 
Philippians 1:21, “to live is Christ, to die is gain,” this world no longer has any hold on us. No 
matter whether we live on earth or go on to glory, our life is completely defined by Christ. He is 
the center of our universe, and everything we do revolves around Him. Dying isn’t loss but 
rather more of Him and no separation ever!

A
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I want to take a bit of time to examine what you believe about living and dying.  I hope you will 
truly be transparent with your answers below even if it’s not the expected “Christian” answer. 

1. What is living?

2. What brings you the most fulfillment in life?  Why?

3. If you lost this thing(s), would you still want to live?

4. What is death?

5. What do you believe about dying?

6. Do you fear death?  Why or why not?
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Today we read Paul’s testimony for a third time, and I believe that there is an aspect of 
it that fuels his trust in Christ and his ability to look at death very differently. In 
Acts 26:15-16, Paul recounts a turning point in his life, “So I said, ‘Who are you Lord?’  
And He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  But rise and stand on your feet; 
for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both 
of the things which you have seen and the things which I will reveal to you.’ ”  

One of the reasons I believe Paul was so confident is because he saw the Lord.  
Whether he saw his physical body or just sensed His holy presence, I do not know. 
Regardless, Paul encountered the living God, Jesus Christ, and this made all the differ-
ence in the world.

What about you?  Have you encountered the living God?  Is He your hope and the 
reason you can face life and death confidently? If not, it is my prayer that you will come 
to know Him intimately and deeply. Even if you have asked God to be your Lord and 
Savior, I pray that if there is any fear regarding death, He would remove it. Close out 
your time before Him now, asking for Him to give you a deeper understanding of what it 
looks like “to live is Christ, to die is gain.”

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 
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Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.

Close in Prayer
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Being in ministry now for almost ten years, I, Brenda, have had trials in my own life and have witnessed 
trials in the lives of other women that I would liken unto the storms we experience in our natural realm. 
Some storms that are fairly gentle bring rain and soak the earth. Then there are storms that come up 
unexpectedly with lightening and wind, but are gone rather quickly without too much damage. And then 
there are hurricane-type storms that are so intense, we give them a name! These storms last a long time, 
devastate the affected area, and leave damage behind which takes a while to repair. Yet God, in His 
providence, has allowed them to occur. He had a reason for the storm and an outcome in mind.  

When a storm hits our lives, it is interesting to see what we hold onto as anchors during that storm. What 
do you hold onto to keep you steady and above raging water? Anchors are important in life, and they can 
take many forms. But for a believer, Christ is the only sure anchor in any storm. Our faith in Him holds 
us firm when life circumstances try to make us seasick or capsize our boat. God’s Word is our anchor for 
daily encouragement and truth while we weather any storm on earth. Then finally when the last storm 
has ceased, Christ will be our anchor of salvation that will bring us safely to the final shore of glory.  

In Acts 27 Paul is caught on the sea when a nor’easter blows in upon his ship. He is in a boat with men 
who are not anchored in Christ. Their responses are very different from Paul’s during the storm. God will 
use Paul to demonstrate what it looks like to be anchored in Him despite the tempest that is raging all 
around their boat. Paul has a resolute, steadfast hope in what God has spoken to him, and he is an 
encouragement to everyone on the vessel.  

As we get on board the ship today with Paul, be ready for a rough ride. By the time we have finished 
Chapter 27, I think you will be glad your anchor is set on Christ just as Paul’s was.

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 27:1-44

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

1. Read Acts 27:1-2.  List who is boarding the ship with Paul en route to Italy.  (Hint: don’t  
 forget to include the writer of Acts, as per the pronoun ‘us’ in verse 2.)

“Paul was not the only prisoner that Julius and his men were taking to Rome, for there were ‘certain other prisoners’ 
with them. The Greek word means ‘others of a different kind’ and may suggest that, unlike Paul, these men were 
going to Rome to die and not to stand trial. What mercy that they met Paul who could tell them how to go to heaven 
when they died!” (W. Weirsbe, Be Daring, p. 164)

Acts 27:  Anchors in the Storm

E

R
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2. How do you see God’s care for Paul in verse 3?

3. Read Acts 27:4-8. Look at the map below and number the places Paul travels in order from  
 these verses.

 

 a. In these same verses, what description is given about the weather?
 

4. In verses 9-12 what counsel did Paul give the centurion?  Why did they not follow his
 direction?

 a. Use the map above to continue numbering the places that Paul travels.(vs. 9-12)
  

“The Fast referred to here was probably the day of Atonement which occurred in late September to early October. 
After that time of year, the unsettled weather patterns over the Mediterranean Sea made sailing hazardous. In those 
days sea traffic ceased by early November.”  (Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 427)
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5. Read Acts 27:13-20. They are caught in a very bad storm. Describe each day’s events   
 based on these verses below: 

 a. Day 1 –

 b. Day 2 –

 c. Day 3 – 

6. In verses 21-26 Paul gives a speech to the men on board. Based on what you learned in the  
 previous verses and in verse 21, describe the mental, physical and emotional state of the  
 men. 

 
 a. What admonishment did Paul give?

 b. What encouragement did Paul give?

 c. What cautions did Paul give?

 d. What does he share about his faith in God?

 e. In his  speech twice Paul tells the men to take heart. The word used in the Greek is  
  “euthymeo,” and it means to “keep up one’s courage or to be of good cheer.” How can  
  he do this with a storm raging around him which threatened to kill them?

 
 f. Go back and read Acts 23:11. Who spoke these same words to Paul while he was at a  
  low point in a long trial?
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7. Read Acts 27:27-30. List all the things that the men do in these verses that demonstrate  
 they are full of fear?

8. In verses 31-38 how do we see Paul’s calm resolve speak into these men’s fears and help  
 them to realize they must listen to his instructions?  

  

9. In Proverbs 16:9 it says, “In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes  
 their steps (NIV).” How do the events of verses 39-42 support this verse?

10. Read Acts 27:43-44. How has God protected the people on board and brought Paul’s   
 words to fulfillment?

ACTING on God’s Word
In today’s verses Paul is on his way to Rome where his case will be heard before Caesar. Paul 
knew that Rome was part of God’s plan for him. Beginning in Acts 19:21, 23:11, and then 25:11, 
Paul was told by God that he would go to Rome. God will remind him again in Acts 27:24, 
through an angel of God, not to be afraid for “you must be brought before Caesar.” It wasn’t so 
much where Paul was going. The compass had already been set by God and shared with Paul. 
The issue was the storm that ensued as Paul traveled there. Storms always will be a test of our 
faith. Storms take many shapes in our lives. They vary in intensity, length, and kind but one 
thing remains constant; God uses them to teach us and often others in the storm with us. He will 
even use storms to teach those standing on the shoreline watching intently. 

The storm of today’s chapter didn’t seem to set Paul off course. What were Paul’s secrets that we 
can apply to our own lives when the storms come? I, Stacy, see 4 things that anchored Paul 
despite the raging sea. If you’ve ever boated, you know that an anchor has great weight. When 
thrown off the side of a boat, it quickly finds the sea’s bottom and digs in stabilizing the boat. 
When anchored, the boat still may rock back and forth, but the anchor keeps the boat from 
drifting and getting carried away by the waves of the sea. In the storms of life, we also need to be 
anchored. Let’s look at Acts 27 and see what anchored Paul, and then let’s apply it to our lives.

A
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1. Sometimes in storms we choose the wrong anchors. Use today’s text to identify some   
 anchors the men on the boat chose that were not of God. 

2. Have you ever found yourself like the captain and shipmates? What did you try to use for  
 an anchor? Describe.

Anchor #1 - Acts 27:23

 a. What does Paul say concerning this “anchor” in Acts 27:23?

 b. How is God an anchor for you in your storms? Write on the anchor character   
  qualities of God that help to anchor you to Him.

 

GOD
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Anchor #2 - Acts 27:25

 a. What does Paul say in Acts 27:25 concerning this next “anchor?” Write the word that  
  Paul used on the anchor above. 

 b. How is faith an anchor during storms? How have you seen it anchor you personally? 

Anchor #3 - Acts 27:31

FAITH IN GOD

SALVATION
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 a. What does Paul say in Acts 27:31 about his next “anchor?” 

 b. How is salvation like an “anchor” for you during storms? Write the ways on the anchor.

Anchor #4 - Acts 27:34-36 

 a. What does Paul say in Acts 27:34-36 about his next “anchor?” Keep in mind that in  
  John 6:35 Jesus tells us He is the bread of life. 

   

 b. How does Jesus give us nourishment and encouragement during storms? Write the ways  
  on the above anchor. 

BREAD OF LIFE
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D DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.

 

Close in Prayer
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Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.

Close in Prayer
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“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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Today we are going to finish our study of the book of Acts, a story that covers almost 35 years. It began 
with the fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the disciples as they waited expectantly for God’s promise 
to be fulfilled in the upper room. Jesus commanded them to be His witnesses beginning on the streets of 
Jerusalem, then to all Judea, to Samaria and everywhere beyond. Nothing was to hinder the spreading of 
the gospel. For a time, that message went out with a holy burning fire. 

But then a man enters the scene with evil intent against Jewish believers. He was a Pharisee, a highly 
educated Jew who was set on killing those Jewish believers. But no man can stand in God’s way. That 
man, who we know to be Paul, met Jesus on the Damascus Road where his coal of hatred became a holy 
burning fire for Jesus. As we have seen, nothing hindered Paul from spreading the gospel. It was his aim. 
It was his life’s mission. His passion. From stoning, to his attempted murder, to persecution, imprison-
ment, false accusations, up to our chapter where he is a man in Rome under house arrest; Paul is 
shackled, yet unhindered in sharing the gospel message to the lost. He is one of my (Stacy’s) heroes. I 
want to be like Paul. I want to have boldness and an unwavering faith that no matter my circumstances, 
no matter my physical shackles, I live a life for Christ that always proclaims His goodness. I live a life 
that speaks to the power of the gospel. 

I can’t help but think of Joni Eareckson Tada. She, too, is a hero of the faith. At the tender age of 17 she 
was left paralyzed from the neck down. One dive into shallow water forever changed her life. Confined 
to a wheelchair, Joni wasn’t deterred from allowing God to use her life for His glory. While being inter-
viewed, Joni was told that she “has become a national treasure.” Her response is remarkable. 

“Maybe I’m not seeing the forest for the trees, but I’m so focused on God’s calling on my life, 
which is to share His love with special needs families and to promote a biblical worldview on 
disability globally. I forget about all the other things that might be happening and the perceptions 
people might have. I’m honored, though, that my life might serve as a role model of encourage-
ment to other brothers and sisters in Jesus.”

For me, Joni is a modern day Paul. She is a woman with steadfast faith who never seems to shy away 
from sharing the love of Christ with everyone around her. She is a national treasure, as is Paul. 

And, we can be too. If we would only say yes to the things of God. If we would not let the things of this 
world hinder us or shackle us from being used by God. And even if God allows a physical limitation, as 
He did with Paul, keeping him in chains until his death, oh, sweet sisters, may we be like Paul and 
“preach the kingdom of God and teach the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all confi-
dence, no one forbidding him [us]” Acts 28:31. 

RECEIVING God’s Word
Open in Prayer
Read Acts 28:1-31

Acts 28: Shackled, Yet Unhindered

R
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Acts 28: 1-10

1. When we left Acts 27, the crew and passengers had jumped overboard and swam to land. In  
 Acts 28:1 they have all landed safely on shore and have arrived on an island called Malta.  
 The isle of Malta means refuge. How might this be an apt title for the island considering what  
 they just experienced?

2. Dr. Luke gave us a very vivid description of the scene when they wash up on shore.  Think  
 about their physical condition when they finally reached land. Give a description of what that  
 might be, based on what we have learned so far in the story.

 a. How did the natives take care of the crew and passengers? Why do you think that would  
  have been such a blessing?

3. In verses 3-6 something frightening happens to Paul. What was it and how did the natives  
 respond to this event?

 a. What does their response demonstrate about their possible religious beliefs?

4. Read Acts 28:7-10. How does Paul minister in the name of Jesus and use his gifts to bless the  
 people in Malta?  

 a. Why would this have been powerful to Luke?
 

 b. How did they demonstrate their gratitude?
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5. Before moving on to verse 11, stop for a moment and think about these first 10 verses.   
 How does Paul’s time in Malta speak to his steadfast walk and relationship with God?

Experience 2: Acts 28:11-16

1. In Acts 28:11 Luke gives us an interesting detail about the new ship they are about to   
 board. The figurehead has the “Twin Brothers” on it. These Twin Brothers were believed to  
 be Zeus’ sons called Castor and Pollux. They were known to be protectors of the sea. Why  
 do you think God gave us this detail? (This is just something to consider, there is no right  
 or wrong answer here.)

2. Read Acts 28:12-15. It has been 12 days since the group left Malta. They make three stops  
 before arriving in Rome and interacted with fellow believers along the way. Read Romans  
 1:1-15 and take note that this letter was written to the Romans just before Paul’s arrest in  
 Jerusalem in Acts 21. What is Paul’s passionate desire in these verses and how have they  
 been fulfilled?

 a. Based on Acts 28:12-15, how is the reception from the Romans a reflection from the  
  letter he had sent roughly three years prior?

3. Read Acts 28:16. What fulfillment of God’s promise is in this verse?

 a. In this same verse, how did the centurion handle the prisoner differently?
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Experience 3: Acts 28:17-31

1. In Acts 28:17-20 Paul is a prisoner with freedom. Paul speaks to the leaders of the Jews and  
 recounts his imprisonment. What are the main points he shares regarding this time?

 a. What reason does he give for wanting to speak to the leaders of the Jews? (vs. 20)

2. What did the Jewish leaders say regarding Paul’s situation in verses 21-22?

3. Read Acts 28:23-29. This is a meaty chunk of text. In verse 23 the Jewish leaders gave Paul a  
 day to speak. On that appointed day they came to Paul desiring to hear what he had to say.  
 Answer the following questions below:

 a. What did Paul testify about? (vs. 23)

 b. In verses 23, 25-28, what was Paul’s persuasion and how did he go about trying to  
  convince them?

 c. In verses 25-28 Paul quotes Isaiah 6:9-10. In choosing this passage, how did Paul get to  
  the heart of God’s message for His people?

 d. Go back to Acts 28:24-25, 29. Compare the response of the people present.
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4. In Acts 28:30-31 we find Paul still in chains with a type of imprisonment. How does Paul  
 continue the work of the Lord?  

ACTING on God’s Word

Today we conclude our study of Acts! Thank you for coming on this journey with Stacy and 
me. It has been our blessing and privilege to study this incredible book with you and learn 
alongside you. It has been our prayer and hope that you would find yourself at the end of this 
study transformed more into the image of Christ as a result of your time in His Word.  

When Paul stepped onto the shore of Rome today in Chapter 28, I wonder if he reflected 
back on his journey. Despite arriving in chains, Paul finally landed in the place he desired to 
go, and God fulfilled His promise to get him there. 

I have occasionally heard from Bible study participants that they do not enjoy looking back 
on life but rather like looking ahead. I agree that looking ahead is very important, but 
looking back is often helpful to see our spiritual growth. As you finish answering the last 
Acting section questions for the book of Acts, take some time to look back and observe what 
God has done.

1. If you completed the homework for week 1, please turn to page 4 and look at question  
 number 1. Here we asked you to pray for people in your life who are unsaved.

 a. Have you had an opportunity to witness/spend time with that person(s)?

 b. Has that person(s) grown closer to the Lord? 

 c. Has that person(s) accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior?

A
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 d. If they have not, open your Bible to the last page in Acts. Typically, there is some open  
  space available to write there. Please write their names in this space and continue to  
  pray for them. Do not grow weary praying for them. Paul finishes Acts with some Jews  
  accepting Jesus and some not. But this spot in your Bible will stand as a record of the  
  people you have prayed for and your hope that they will come to know Him one day.

2. Now take some time to reflect upon the entire book of Acts (review the homework if   
 needed), and then answer the following questions:

 a. What chapter taught you something you didn’t know before?  

 b. Was there a chapter that you found would help someone else?  Did you share it with  
  them?  How was it received?   

 c. Which chapter impacted you the most?

 d. What verse(s) from Acts have you memorized or have penetrated your heart?

 
 e. Write two or three adjectives that you feel capture the essence of the entire book of  
  Acts.
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From today’s verses, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.

 

Close in Prayer
Perhaps today, thank God for the book of Acts, Paul, the disciples and all of the people in the 
early church who paved the way for so many of us to come unto salvation.  

D




