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When we encounter a person wearing a uniform of any kind, we naturally assume they 
represent the profession associated with the clothing they are wearing. Your doctor wears 
a white coat, your UPS driver a brown shirt and pants, and a police officer his 
township’s uniform and body armor. They are only given the uniform to wear once they 
have met the criteria and are qualified to do the job.

Can you imagine if you went to the doctor and you asked her to write you a prescrip-
tion, but she informed you she just liked wearing the uniform and never actually went to 
medical school? You would be understandably upset because she was acting as an 
imposter in the medical profession without the license to practice! Clearly, if she is 
wearing a doctor’s jacket with her name on it, has the hospital badge, and is using the 
stethoscope, she had better be a true medical doctor.

When Jesus gathered His followers together on a mountain top in Israel, He had some 
very intentional teaching in mind. He wanted to train the men who would represent 
Him as His disciples. He didn’t just want them to be “wearing the uniform of a disciple.” 
There were already enough of them in the Jewish leadership; He desired genuine 
disciples. In order to achieve this, Jesus knew they needed instruction.

One of Jesus’ first teachings was the Beatitudes. These were the attitudes the disciples 
would need to embrace. He went on to explain they were to be salt and light to the 
world around them by being different from the inside out. Jesus explained to the disciples 
that He would hold them to a higher standard. He asked them not to just fulfill the letter 
of the law but to live out the spirit of the law in the areas of murder, adultery, divorce, 
oaths, retaliation, and love. 

As Jesus’ followers we do not want to be imposters who only look the part of a Chris-
tian. Instead, we need to be trained and be serious students who have studied. We are to 
follow hard the Teacher’s (Jesus’) instructions. As you spend time in God’s Word, 
consider yourself a student sitting under the most incredible Teacher you have ever 
heard. Allow the words to sink into both your head and your heart, with the intention of 
being the best representative of Jesus you can be.

WEEK 5
THE KING’S REPRESENTATIVES

Matthew 5

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Matthew 5

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

R

E
Experience 1: Matthew 5:1–12

1. Read Matthew 5:1–12. Keep in mind in verse 1 we learn that Jesus is addressing  
 His disciples with this teaching. The verses you are studying are referred to as   
 “The Beatitudes.” These are considered principles for life in the kingdom of   
 heaven. These are attitudes believers in Jesus should exhibit in their daily lives  
 as citizens of the coming kingdom of heaven. Each beatitude is broken into a   
 blessing, an attitude, and an inheritance. Fill in the chart below using Matthew  
 5:1–12.

The Beatitude          Rewrite who is blessed in     What the citizen of the
Blessed are…. Means:         your own words     kingdom of heaven can 
“Oh how happy are”        look forward to receiving

 
(v. 3) The poor in spirit        The person who is humble  has a citizenship in heaven

(v. 4)

  

(v. 5)  
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cont’d

(v. 6)

(v. 7)

(v. 8)

(v. 9)

(v. 10)

(v. 11–12)

Week 5: The King’s Representatives

2. In verses 11–12 we see the world’s response to the child of God, especially   
 when they see you behaving in a manner in opposition to the world’s stan-  
 dards. Read John 15:18 and Acts 5:41. What should be our response to
 persecution and being reviled? Why? 
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Experience 2: Matthew 5:13–20

1. What is the believer being compared with in Matthew 5:13? What is the purpose  
 of this element?

 a. What warning is Jesus giving to His listeners and why?

2. Jesus makes another comparison in verses 14–15. He compares the believer to   
 light. The light is to be seen in three different locations. List the locations and   
 think about what Jesus is commanding us to do in the places we live. Explain.

 a. Verse 16 tells us our light is to shine before men. What is the purpose given?
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3. In verse 17 we learn Jesus did not come to destroy the Law or the Prophets,  
 which are the teachings found in the Old Testament, but rather to fulfill it.  
 The Lord fulfilled the law in three ways. Look up the verses below and list  
 the way Jesus fulfilled the law.

 a. Isaiah 42:21

 b. Romans 10:4

 c. Romans 8:4

4. Not “one jot [the smallest of the Hebrew letters] or one tittle [the small- 
 est stroke in a Hebrew letter]” will pass from the law until all is fulfilled.  
 What point is Jesus making in verse 18?

5. What warning is given to us in verse 19 regarding the Word of God and the  
 seriousness of presenting it as it is written?
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6. The righteousness of the Pharisees and scribes was an outward display of pious-  
 ness through adherence to the law. Galatians 2:21 speaks in direct opposition to  
 this thinking. Our righteousness does not come through the law. In Matthew   
 5:20 Jesus is telling the citizens of the kingdom of heaven that our righteousness  
 needs to exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees. Explain what this  
 means. Read 1 Samuel 16:7 for additional insight.

Experience 3: Matthew 5:21–48

In Matthew 5:21–48 Jesus teaches on the meaning of the Law. The scribes and the 
Pharisees often took the law and extended God’s commands past His objectives as 
well as made the law burdensome for the Jews. Jesus came to free them from this. In 
this section Jesus will look at six laws and expose the error of their thinking.

1. Use Romans 3:20 and Romans 7:7 to describe the purpose of the law.

2. Read Matthew 5:21–26. What law is Jesus teaching about in verse 21 that is also  
 given in Exodus 20:13?
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 a. Use verse 22 to describe God’s intent behind the law as well as the   
  consequences that may follow.

 b. What warning does Jesus give the hypocrite in verses 23–26?

3. Read Matthew 5:27–30. What law is Jesus teaching about in verse 27 that is  
 also given in Exodus 20:14?

 a. Use verse 28 to describe God’s intent behind the law.

 b. Read Matthew 5:29–30. Speaking figuratively here and not literally,  
  Jesus is referring to the one part of your body which is causing you to sin  
  thus condemning the whole body. What warning does Jesus give to the  
  person  who allows one part of her body to affect the whole body in the  
  context of adultery? 
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4. Read Matthew 5:31-32. What law is Jesus teaching about in verse 31 that is also  
 given in Deuteronomy 24:1-4?

 a. What boundary does Jesus put on divorce in verse 32? Why? Keep in mind  
  the people in Jesus’ day misused permission for divorce by allowing any   
  personal dislike to justify divorce.

 b. What warning does Jesus give regarding divorce in verse 32?

5. Read Matthew 5:33–37. What law is Jesus teaching about in verse 33 that is also  
 given in Leviticus 19:12?

 a. Use verses 34–36 to describe God’s intent behind the law.
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 b. What command does Jesus give concerning oaths in verse 37? What  
  warning does Jesus give?

6. Read Matthew 5:38–42. What law is Jesus teaching about in verse 38 that is  
 also given in Deuteronomy 19:21?

 a.  Use verses 39–42 to describe God’s intent behind the law.

7. Read Matthew 5:43–48. What law is Jesus teaching about in verse 43 that is  
 also given in Leviticus 19:18?

 a. Use verse 44 to describe God’s intent behind the law.

 b. What command does Jesus give concerning love in verses 45-48? What  
  warning does Jesus give?
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8. Using what you have learned from this chapter, write a short description of   
 Jesus as the King of Kings.

ACTING on God’s Word

In Matthew 5 Jesus is up on the mountainside and seated alongside His disciples. 
There Jesus presented His truths about what it looks like to be a part of His King-
dom. In plain but probably confusing language, Jesus started out by sharing the 
attitudes that characterize His people. He continued on by telling them who they 
are—salt and light in this dark world. He then laid out Kingdom principles regard-
ing the law. He wanted them to understand that His Kingdom principles needed to 
govern them but with a governing that addressed the heart and prompted a heart 
response. He took areas of the Old Testament Law and broke them down into 
issues of the heart. He wasn’t looking for outward obedience but inward change 
that came only through righteousness found in Jesus, not in the law. This probably 
shook the disciples up a bit. This was brand new to them and certainly was not 
what they saw modeled by the religious elite. Those leaders, the scribes and Phari-
sees, were more worried about appearances and adherence to the Law than issues 
of the heart.

But Jesus wanted them (and us) to know that it is different in His Kingdom. The 
standard for living is set on Him, and it is a standard that He Himself demon-
strates. It is contrary to the world. It isn’t always easy; yet it is necessary for believ-
ers in Jesus Christ. We are His representatives. He is our King, and we are His. We 
are to proclaim Him in all we do so others will see Jesus. God is to be glorified 
because of how we live! 
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Let’s look at what we learned in Matthew 5 and apply some of it to our own  
lives.

1. Reread Matthew 5:3–10. Are there any attitudes that are not evident in  
 your heart and life? If so, identify those that are missing or difficult for   
 you. Why is it difficult for you to allow them to inhabit your heart and be  
 lived out in your life? Pray and ask God to make them known in your life  
 by His Spirit. 

2. As a believer, it’s often hard to be different from those around us and to  
 live contrary to the world. From Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 5:11–12, you  
 learned that people will reject you, will talk badly about you, and will   
 even persecute you. Have you ever experienced this? If so, explain the   
 experience and how you handled the opposition.

 a. Do you struggle letting go of something the world says is acceptable,  
  but Jesus says it is not acceptable because it takes your heart away   
  from His? If so, confess it to the Lord now and ask Him to help you   
  with this struggle. Ask Him to reveal the issues of your heart that are  
  hindering you from letting go.
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3. Jesus’ command was direct concerning our purpose in this dull, dark world.  
 As a believer, you are salt and light. Think about the salt of the earth for a  
 moment. Not the salt that is manufactured or altered (think Iodine added),  
 but the salt that comes from mines or the ocean. What does salt do?   
 Describe what it means for a believer to be salty. 

 a. Sit before the Lord and ask Him to examine your life and heart. Are you  
  salty? How does your life flavor this world? How does your life nourish  
  others? What is Jesus asking of your life in this area of “being salty?”  
  (Think about your role in marriage, or as a mother, grandmother, friend,  
  employee, etc.)

 b. Now think about light. What is light? How is light used? Describe what  
  it means for a believer to be light.
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 c. Sit before the Lord and ask Him to examine your life and heart in this  
  area. Are you light? Does your life shine for Jesus? If so, how? What is  
  Jesus asking of your life in this area of “being light?” (Think about your  
  role in marriage or as a mother, grandmother, friend, employee, etc.)

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From Matthew 5, how has the Lord prompted you to pray?

Write a verse that God has spoken to your heart.

Close in Prayer
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