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Waiting for the Podiatrist to come into the exam room seemed to take forever. As I (Brenda) 
waited, questions raced through my head. Was my foot broken? Would I need surgery? How 
long would I need to be off my feet? How would I manage pulling off Christmas as well as 
my son’s and daughter’s birthdays? I had so many things I wanted to do that required both of 
my feet to be in perfect working order! All of my plans for the coming month were spinning in 
my head when my very kind and compassionate doctor opened the door and appeared. His 
authentic, gentle smile was a welcome sight. He asked me how I was doing and then flipped 
on the computer screen to show me my x-rays. He pointed out the fracture in my foot, and he 
gently broke the news to me that I would need to spend the next four weeks off my feet until it 
healed. He was quite pleased to tell me I would not need surgery, and as a bonus he said the 
time off my feet would likely allow my plantar fasciitis to heal. But, as the news sunk in, the 
tears slid down my cheeks. When he saw I was crying, he sat down, looked me straight in the 
eyes, and with genuine tenderness said, “I’m really sorry.” In a world full of pain and suffer-
ing, genuine compassion is hard to find. 

Jesus entered our world with the most genuine compassion available. Just as my doctor could 
see my fracture and could prescribe a course of healing, Jesus saw our fractured world and 
knew He was the only One who could bring complete healing. He came to bring healing for 
not only our physical needs but, more importantly, for our spiritual needs. He would relieve 
many who were physically suffering with jaw-dropping miracles. But similar to how an x-ray 
exposes a fracture, Jesus could see the sins of men in need of healing. In Matthew 9 we will 
witness an example of this through the paralytic man who is brought before Jesus. When Jesus 
saw the sin problem in the man’s heart, He knew this needed to be healed first, and with the 
words “Be of good cheer, your sins are forgiven,” Jesus healed him. Jesus then went on to 
restore the paralytic man physically. This is intriguing because it points to the greater reason 
Jesus came to earth.

As Jesus walks among humanity, touching and healing, He always has eternity and His 
permanent plan for healing in His mind. He knows His physical deliverance will be tempo-
rary, so He foreshadows the future when all suffering will end. Take the time to notice the 
hints Jesus drops in Matthew 9 about the future. Nearly all of His interactions, miracles, and 
analogies have allusions to His coming kingdom and our eternity with Him there. He is giving 
the people a glimpse of the true purpose for His coming to earth and the time which is to come 
when there will be no more sin or suffering, and we will be whole forever. 

WEEK 9
A COMPASSIONATE KING

Matthew 9

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Matthew 9

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Matthew 9:1–17

1. Read Matthew 9:1–3. Jesus goes back to his own city which is understood to  
 be Capernaum. Mark 2 also tells this same story. Four men bring a paralytic to  
 Jesus by lowering him down through the roof in order to place him before the  
 Lord. Whose faith is evidenced in verse 2, and how does Jesus respond?

 a. In verse 3 the scribes are infuriated by what Jesus says to the paralytic  
  man in verse 2. What does Jesus say, and why was it met with such   
  disdain? 

 b. What is Jesus claiming by saying this statement in verse 2? 
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2. What attribute does Jesus display in Matthew 9:4?

3. What rhetorical question does Jesus ask in verse 5? What point is He making to  
 the scribes?

4. Now read Matthew 9:6–8. Jesus makes a grand display of His power. What does  
 He do and why?

 a. In verse 8 we see the reaction of the multitudes to what just happened. Who  
  do they think Jesus is based on this verse? 

5. Take a moment and turn back to Matthew 4:19–20. Now read Matthew 9:9.   
 Compare and contrast how Jesus called Matthew to how Jesus called Peter and   
 Andrew. 
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“There is archaeological evidence that fish taken from the Sea of Galilee were taxed. So, 
Jesus took as His disciple the tax man who may have been taking from Peter, James, and 
John and the other fishermen among the disciples. This might have made for some 
awkward introductions!” (David Guzik, Enduring Word) 

“Remember that tax collectors were among the most hated people in Jewish society. To 
begin with, they were traitors to their own nation because they “sold themselves” to the 
Romans to work for the government. Each tax collector purchased from Rome the right to 
gather taxes, and the more he gathered, the more he could keep. They were considered 
thieves as well as traitors, and their constant contact with gentiles made them religiously 
suspect, if not unclean.” (Warren Wiersbe, Be Loyal, page 22)

6. Read Matthew 9:10–11. Why are the Pharisees angry with Jesus?

7. In Matthew 9:12–13 Jesus answers the Pharisees by quoting Hosea 6:6, a  
 scripture they should have known well. How does His answer point out their  
 hypocrisy?
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8. Read Matthew 9:14. The disciples of John the Baptist came to Jesus asking Him  
 about fasting. They made a distinction between two groups of people. Who are   
 these two groups? Which one do they align themselves with? Explain what this  
 suggests about their beliefs.

9. Jesus responds to the disciples of John in verses 15–17. Jesus makes three analogies  
 when He gives His answer. The first one is a wedding in verse 15. Jesus is the   
 bridegroom and John’s disciples are His friends. Fasting does not need to happen  
 until the bridegroom is taken away from them. Remember what you learned about  
 fasting in Matthew 6. What is Jesus foreshadowing? Why is fasting unnecessary  
 while Jesus is with them? 

 a. The second analogy is in verses 16. To better understand what Jesus is saying  
  in this analogy, read Jeremiah 31:31–34. Jesus is doing something new through  
  what is called the new covenant. This new covenant with Israel is explained in  
  Romans 11:6 as “grace” whereas the old covenant is referred to in Romans as  
  “works” (the law). With this in mind, what is the old garment in Matthew   
  9:16, and what is the new, unshrunk cloth? 
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 b. What distinction was Jesus trying to make in Matthew 9:17?

Experience 2: Matthew 9:18–38

1. Read Matthew 9:18–19. This same story is told in Mark 5 and Luke 8. We  
 learn in Mark 5:22 that the ruler of the synagogue is named Jairus. He comes  
 to Jesus and asks Him to come to his house to bring his daughter back to life.  
 What does Scripture tell you about how this man came to Jesus? 

2. As Jesus travels to Jairus’ house, He performs another healing in Matthew  
 9:20–22. Read these verses and describe this women’s physical, emotional,  
 and spiritual condition. 

 a. What was unique about her healing? 
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 b. How did Jesus demonstrate love to this woman? 

3. In Matthew 9:23–26 Jesus continues to Jairus’ house in response to the father’s  
 plea for his twelve-year-old daughter’s life. When Jesus arrives at Jairus’ house, the  
 other Gospel accounts explain they were already making plans for her burial.   
 What did Jesus do to show His power, and what resulted because of this miracle? 

4. Read Matthew 9:27–31. Two blind men followed Jesus. Think about that for a   
 minute; they followed Him while blind. What did they call Jesus, and what did this  
 say about their knowledge of Him? 

 a. Describe their persistence. 
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 b. What was Jesus’ basis of measurement for healing them in verse 29? 

 c. Jesus gave them instructions in verse 30. Did they obey? What resulted?

5. Read Matthew 9:32–34. Describe the miracle Jesus performs.
 

 a. Compare the reactions of the multitudes to that of the Pharisees. Why  
  does the Pharisees’ explanation make no sense?

6. In Matthew 9:35 Jesus’ ministry is described. What are the three parts of  
 Jesus’ ministry?
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7. Why was Jesus moved with compassion in verse 36?

8. Read Matthew 9:37–38. Explain what Jesus meant when He said, “the harvest   
 truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.” What is the harvest? Who are the   
 laborers?

 a. According to verse 38, what does Jesus say is the remedy for the problem?

9. Using what you have learned from this chapter, write a short description of Jesus as  
 the King of Kings.
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ACTING on God’s Word

As I sat down to write this application section, Brenda went into another room 
to work on the chapter introduction. I put on my headphones as I often listen to 
praise music when I write. It helps me tune out my surroundings and just focus 
my heart on Jesus. The words that began flooding through my ears from Hillsong 
Worship said, “Who am I that The Highest King would welcome me? I was lost 
but He brought me in, oh His love for me. Who the Son sets free, oh is free 
indeed.” Those words immediately grabbed my heart by filling me with gratitude. 
How applicable for this week’s study. Who are we, truly, that The Highest King, 
the King of Kings, would welcome us? It’s what we saw Him doing in Matthew 9. 
He welcomed the paralytic and set him free from paralysis. He gave his legs 
strength. This man came in on a mat and left carrying it. Who is this man that 
the King would have favor on him? He’s not alone. 

Look at the others in this chapter. Who is this woman who bled for 12 years that 
God would welcome her too? A condition that left her empty, financially broke, 
and unclean; the King of Kings set her free and gave her a new life. And this 
young twelve-year-old girl? She, too, was welcomed by God and set free from 
death. We saw blind men given sight and a mute given words. Who are these 
people? 

They are you and me. They all need what only the King of Kings has and that’s 
freedom in Him. As you saw in our lesson, all Jesus asked is that they would 
believe. He saw their need and was moved with compassion for them. He saw 
their faith was still intact despite their condition. He saw the weary, the scat-
tered, the diseased, and He welcomed them into His kingdom. 

A
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Let’s apply what we learned to our own lives: 

1. Compare yourself to one of the people who was healed in the verses you read.   
 Which person do you feel you can relate closest with? Explain your answer. 

2. Think about what you saw in the Pharisees’ reaction to Christ’s compassion for  
 broken people, some of whom were outcasts and known as sinners. How did they  
 react? What can you learn from their reactions? 

 
 a. Have you ever found yourself lacking compassion for someone or being critical  
  of someone else who was compassionate? Explain your answer. 
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 b. Ask God to give you a compassionate heart and eyes to see the needs  
  around you. Can you think of one person who needs compassion   
  extended to them today? What can you do to welcome them? How can  
  you show them Christ’s compassion? 

3. Can you identify with the sheep described in verse 36? When was the last  
 time you felt harassed, weary, or scattered? How did God, as your good Shep- 
 herd, show compassion to you? 

4. End your time in God’s Word by writing a prayer of thanksgiving to the King  
 of Kings for who He is to you. Not only is He a compassionate King but also a  
 forgiving King. Thank Him for not only forgiving your sins but also for setting  
 you free from your sins. He is worthy of praise! 
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D DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From Matthew 9, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer


