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“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4

His body was still and lifeless. He had passed away when I (Brenda) was not there. I 
leaned down to hug my dad one last time, and my tears soaked his chest. As I stood 
and considered my new horrible reality, disappointment with God flooded my soul. The 
demanding questions shouted at God in my head, “Where are You? Why did You allow 
this to happen? I know You are more than capable of healing him, yet You have not!” 
The weight of my unmet expectations with God began to crush me, and anger rose up 
inside of me. Those would be some of the last words I would spew at God for an entire 
year. I checked out and grew very bitter.

Yet, He did not leave me there. With His everlasting kindness and love, God drew me 
back to Himself. When I returned to Him, He graciously showed me where I went 
wrong. Instead of trusting and accepting what God deemed best for my dad’s life, I had 
demanded my desires to be fulfilled. I expected God to heal Dad and to spare me from 
experiencing the sting of death for as long as possible. I wanted God to meet my 
expectations and to fulfill my plan, in my timing. I wish I could say I am unique, but 
sadly, Matthew 11 reminds me I am not.

The Jews, including John the Baptist, had expectations for what they believed the 
Messiah would do when He came to earth. He should fulfill the prophecies the way 
they anticipated. He should do it in their timing and their way. He should rule and 
reign immediately and usher in peace and prosperity for the Jews. And yet, these events 
did not happen the way they expected, and therefore, some became bitter and angry.

As I consider what is written in Matthew 11, I recognize I was not much different 
from the Jews in Jesus’ day. I, like the generation described in Matthew 11:17, said of 
God, “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance, we mourned to you, and 
you did not lament.” They wanted God to perform for them like a playmate and so did 
I. This type of expectation not only is sin but boxes God into a place where He does 
not belong. When we trust God to be God and not our marionette, we will find rest for 
our souls (Matthew 11:29) and experience His best for our life. 
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RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Matthew 11

Matthew 11:1–30

1. Read Matthew 11:1–3. John the Baptist is in prison. In Matthew 14:3–5 we   
 learn that John rebuked King Herod for an immoral relationship with his half-  
 sister, Herodias. As a result, Herod wanted to kill John but did not because the  
 people considered him a prophet. While John is in prison, word gets back to him  
 about Jesus’ works. How does John respond?

 a. Read John 1:29–34. What did the Holy Spirit reveal to John the Baptist? 
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 b. Read Matthew 3:7–12. What was John’s expectations of the Messiah?

 c. With your answers to questions a and b in mind, why did John question  
  Jesus as the Messiah?

2. How does Jesus respond to John’s question in Matthew 11:4–6?

 a. Read Isaiah 61:1. This verse should have been common knowledge to  
  John the Baptist and the Jews. How does this verse confirm Jesus as the  
  Messiah? 
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3. Read Matthew 11:7–11. In your own words, how did Jesus describe John the   
 Baptist?

 a. Read Malachi 3:1. How did Jesus’ description in Matthew 11:10 authenticate  
  both John’s ministry and His own?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Though John was great, he was not born again under the New Covenant. This is because he lived and died 
before the completion of Jesus’ work at the cross and empty tomb. Therefore, he did not enjoy the benefits of 
the New Covenant (1 Corinthians 11:25, 2 Corinthians 3:6, Hebrews 8:6–13).” (David Guzik, 
EnduringWord.com) 

4. Read Matthew 11:12–15. In verse 12 Jesus is saying that hostility has arisen since  
 the days of John the Baptist until the time He is speaking in this verse. Who has  
 been forceful against John, and who will eventually be forceful against Jesus?
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 a. What effect does this have on the establishment of God’s kingdom?

5. Read Matthew 11:13–14. We are told that the Prophets and Law
 prophesied of Jesus’ coming. Verse 14 tells us that John is Elijah who is to  
 come, but Jesus gives a condition. What is the condition? How did the Jews  
 receive John? 

 a. Read Luke 1:17. How does this verse further describe John and his   
  purpose? 

 b. Read Malachi 3:1 again. This prophesy refers to the first coming of   
  Christ. Now read Malachi 4:4–5. This prophecy refers to the second  
  coming of Christ. The Jews did not understand the scope of this proph- 
  ecy as well as the impact their rejection would have on this prophecy,  
  and so they misinterpret it regarding John the Baptist. Who will come  
  before the Lord establishes His kingdom, and why did this create   
  confusion?
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 c. Read John 1:19–23. How does John answer the Pharisees’ question about his  
  identity? As he stated his purpose, he quoted Isaiah 40:3. Why were the   
  Pharisees confused about John’s identity and purpose based on prophecy? 

 d. Read Matthew 17:10–13. What does Jesus say to His disciples about Elijah   
  and John the Baptist?

6. In Matthew 11:15 Jesus exhorts His listeners to have ears to hear. Summarize   
 why His words are hard for them to understand. 

 

7. In verses 16–19 Jesus is pointing out that the current generation has unmet   
 expectations. Explain how verses 16–19 support this. List how the Jews felt   
 about Jesus up until this point and how John the Baptist did not fulfill their   
 expectations.
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 a. Jesus ends verse 19 by saying, “But wisdom [Jesus] is justified by her  
  children.” Explain the point Jesus is trying to make.

8. Read Matthew 11:20–24 and answer the following questions:

 a. Jesus rebukes cities for their lack of repentance despite His display of  
  power in those cities. It is not recorded what Jesus did in these cities,  
  yet the judgment He will pass on them is warranted by His rebuke.   
  Describe the rebuke to Chorazin and Bethsaida. Who does He com- 
  pare them to? 

 
 b. Why does Jesus’ presence and works in those cities hold them to a   
  higher level of accountability? 
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 c.  What is Jesus’ rebuke to Capernaum? Who does He compare Capernaum   
    to? 

 d. From these verses, it is clear that God has varying levels of judgment for   
   those who are more exposed to the truth of Jesus Christ. How was this a   
   grave warning? 

“Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum were all destroyed in the 6th century by an earthquake estimated to be 
7.8 on the Richter Scale.” (Ido Keynan, Israeli Archeologist)

9. Read Matthew 11:25. Jesus begins speaking to the Father, the Lord of heaven and  
 earth. Describe the gratefulness Jesus expresses to God regarding what He just   
 taught on.

10. Read Matthew 11:26–27. How does Jesus describe the authority and power of God? 
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11. Jesus is calling the people to Himself in verses 28–30. What does He see in the  
 people that makes Him extend this invitation?
 
 
 

 a. What does Jesus offer to remedy their condition?

 
 b. Describe why rejection creates unrest.

12. Write a short description of Jesus as the King of Kings from what you learned in  
 this chapter.

ACTING on God’s Word

We’ve all had them: Unmet, selfish, misunderstood and wrongfully placed expecta-
tions. Expectations have a way of creating unrest, disappointment, and even worse, 
division among people. We saw this very thing in Matthew 11 as John the Baptist had 
unmet expectations of the Messiah. He didn’t understand God’s timing, 

39

A

Week 2: Misunderstood Expectations of the King



         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

40Delighting in the King of Kings

yet he called Him the Lamb of God. He anticipated the Messiah to bring judg-
ment to the rebellious people and to establish His kingdom. He knew what the 
Messiah would do for the people when He came but didn’t understand the time-
table or the consequences of the Jew’s rejection. Doubt crept into John the 
Baptist’s mind that he seemed to act on from prison.

The Jews also had unmet expectations mixed with perceived hopes regarding 
John the Baptist and Jesus. These expectations were encased in pride, causing the 
Jews to reject Jesus. They anticipated the Messiah would make their lives peaceful 
and elevate their status. Their expectations were self-serving, as expectations 
often are. Because of this, their rejection of Jesus and lack of repentance would 
have consequences not only for themselves but also for the nation of Israel. 

I (Stacy) can fall victim to expectations too. One of my favorite verses to remem-
ber when I see myself placing expectations on others is Psalm 62:5–6a. “My soul 
waits silently for God alone, for my expectation is from Him. He only is my rock 
and my salvation.” In Him alone—I will never be disappointed when I surrender 
to His authority, trusting Him to act according to His will and not mine. People 
will often disappoint and fail me especially when I expect them to act according 
to my plan or needs. But I am reminded that when my expectation is in God, my 
soul is at rest.

Let’s apply what we learned in Matthew 11 about expectations. 

1. Can you think of a time when you set expectations on God for something that  
 was not about Him and His character but rather about your will and desire for  
 Him to act a certain way on your behalf? Describe this time. What have you  
 learned that you can apply to this situation? 



2. Describe how humility impacts expectations. 

3. For the believer, God sets our expectations in Scripture in certain areas of  
 life. For example, God says that children are to obey their parents in   
 Colossians 3:20. God says in Ephesians 5:25 that husbands are to love   
 their wives as Christ loves the church and gave Himself for her. These are  
 God-given expectations we can have. Yet, often people let us down and do  
 not follow God’s expectations. How do you respond when this happens?  
 How should you respond? Explain why your response to unmet expecta - 
 tions matters to God. 
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4. In Matthew 11 Jesus likened the Jewish population at the time to children. Their  
 behavior was childish. From what Jesus said in Matthew 11:17, the Jews wanted to  
 be the puppet master and Jesus the puppet. Have you ever fallen into this trap of  
 trying to manipulate people to act according to your expectations only to see them  
 not cooperate? Who do you place the greater expectations upon? Describe how  
 this is childish behavior. 

5. Jesus ended Matthew 11 by offering rest to His people. He saw His people
 struggling and not entering into the refreshment and contentment that He alone  
 provides for them. How do expectations often cause unrest? How do expectations  
 become burdensome and laborious? 
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From Matthew 11, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer
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