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As we open up Matthew chapter 13, we find Jesus teaching through the use of parables. 
Many consider this chapter one of the most important chapters in this Gospel because it 
unfolds the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. However, these mysteries can be misin-
terpreted without a proper understanding of the difference between the kingdom of 
heaven and the kingdom of God. The kingdom of heaven describes the millennial 
kingdom, which is still to come, and God will establish it at His appointed time. This 
will occur after the Lord’s second coming, and there will be a new heaven and a new 
earth. The kingdom of God is simply God’s reign over earthly Christians in the present 
age. Through the use of parables, Jesus reveals the secrets of His kingdom to come. 

The word parable means “to place beside.” In this chapter Jesus takes spiritual lessons 
and places them beside earthly examples in order to illustrate a point (and there is 
usually just one point per parable). The parables may seem simple, but they are 
profound. There are seven parables found in chapter 13. In the first four parables Jesus 
is speaking to the multitudes, and in the last three He instructs His disciples. Divine 
revelation was needed to understand the parables. 

If you consult various commentators regarding the parables, you will likely get many 
assorted interpretations as to what each commentator believes the text is trying to 
convey. Therefore, Stacy and I have been very careful to give you information in this 
lesson that is consistent with the whole counsel of God. There is a name for this type of 
approach, and it is called using expositional constancy. This simply means allowing 
scripture to explain scripture. For example, since Jesus tells us that a field represents the 
world, then every time a field is included in a parable it represents the world. Without 
the use of expositional constancy, we might draw incorrect conclusions, especially when 
studying parables. 

The lesson ahead is one of the longer in our study of Matthew, but we believe you will 
come away with a rich understanding of what Jesus wanted people to know about the 
kingdom of heaven. His message is one that is both exciting and sobering. May God give 
you ears to hear and a heart to understand the truths presented in this chapter. 

WEEK 4
THE KING TEACHES IN PARABLES ABOUT HIS KINGDOM

Matthew 13

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Matthew 13

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

R

E
Experience 1: Matthew 13:1–23

1. Read Matthew 13:1–2. Wherever Jesus went, multitudes came and gathered   
 around Him. What did Jesus do in order to be able to communicate better with  
 the audience?

2. Read the parable Jesus spoke in Matthew 13:3–9 and His application in Matthew  
 13:18–23. Use these verses to fill in the chart below.

 Who is the person or object being described?         Spiritual Application
 
 The sower (v.3) 

cont’d on next page
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Who is the person or object being described?       Spiritual Application

The seed (v.4–8; 18–23)

The wayside (v.4, 19)

The birds (v.4, 19)

Stony soil (v.5, 20)

The sun (v.6, 21)

No roots (v.6, 21)

Thorny soil (v. 7, 22)

Choked out (v. 7, 22)

Good ground (v. 8, 23)

Yielded a crop (v. 8, 23)
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3. Does the seed or the soil remain constant in the parables in Matthew 13:3–9 and  
 18–23? How is this like Jesus and His message of salvation?

4. Read Matthew 13:10–11. The disciples question why Jesus spoke in parables.   
 What does Jesus tell the disciples they have received? Who is the “them” in verse  
 11 and what have they not received? 

5. In verse 12 we see there are those who have understanding and those who don’t.  
 Describe what happens to both sets of people concerning the teachings Jesus gives  
 through parables. 

6. Jesus gives His reasoning for using parables for those who have not received in   
 verse 13. What does He say?
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7. Read Matthew 13:14–15. Jesus quotes Isaiah 6:9–10 in these verses to show  
 that those who have not received the mysteries of the kingdom have   
 fulfilled the prophecy of long ago. How does He describe those who have  
 not received His mysteries and the consequences that have resulted? 
 
 
 
 
 
 8. Jesus identifies His disciples as being “blessed” in verses 16–17. How are  
 these men blessed? 

Experience 2: Matthew 13:24–43

1. Read Matthew 13:24–30 and Matthew 13:36–43. Use these verses to fill in  
 the chart below. Some of the answers will be the same as the answers in the  
 previous chart because of expositional constancy.
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Who is the person or object being described?       Spiritual Application

The good sower (v. 24, 37)

The enemy sower (v.25, 39) 
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Who is the person or object being described?       Spiritual Application

The wheat seed (v.24, 37–38)

The tare seed (v.25, 38, 40)

The field (v.24, 38)

His enemy (v.28, 39)

The harvest (v.30, 39, 41–43)

2. When were the tares sown into the field? (vs. 25) What does this suggest  
 about the time when the enemy strikes?

3. When can the grasses (wheat and tares) be distinguished from one another?  
 (vs. 26)



4. Why doesn’t the owner of the field want the servants to pull up the tares in  
 the field according to verses 27–29?

5. We read in verse 30 that when the field is harvested, the wheat and the tares  
 are separated. Where will the wheat go, and what happens to the tares? 

 a. Read Revelation 20:11–15 and 21:1–5. Based on these verses, where is  
  the “barn” for the believer in Jesus Christ, and where is the “fire” for the  
  person who refuses to believe in Jesus Christ? 

6. Jesus teaches two more parables regarding the kingdom of heaven in
 Matthew 13:31–33. When you read them, please be sure to use expositional  
 constancy with the answers you provide. 

 a. Read Matthew 13:31. A mustard seed is being planted. Who is planting  
  the seed, and what does the field represent?
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 b. The seed that was planted in the previous verse grows in verse 32. Describe  
  the outcome.

 c. Read Matthew 13:33. Please keep in mind that normally yeast symbolizes   
  something evil or unclean (Matthew 16:12 and 1 Corinthians 5:8). Yeast is  
  added to flour to make it rise and grow. What does this signify about some of  
  the growth that had developed within the kingdom community?

7. How is the message Jesus gives in Matthew 13:34–35 similar to the words of   
 Asaph in Psalm 78:1–2?

Experience 3: Matthew 13:44–58

1. Read Matthew 13:44–46. In order to understand this parable, we must keep the  
 consistency of God’s word in mind. We did not sell anything, nor did we buy   
 anything to obtain our salvation. Salvation is a free gift extended to all. With this  
 in mind, answer the following questions:
 
 a. According to verse 44, who is the “man” in this parable? What did He do?   
  Who is the “treasure?”
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 b. Who is the “merchant,” and who is the “great pearl” in verses 45 and 46?

2. Read Matthew 13:47–50. Then answer the questions below.
 
 a. From verses 47–48, when will the fish be divided? 

 b. In verse 49 when will the net be brought on shore? What does this   
  represent? 

 c. What sober warning is given in verse 50? 

3. Read Matthew 25:41. Who was hell created for? 
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4. Read Matthew 13:51–53. Jesus’ disciples say they have understood what He  
 has taught them. Jesus follows up with a parable regarding a householder.  
 Who is the homeowner? What are the new treasures, and what are the old  
 treasures? 

 a. What responsibility does the homeowner have regarding what has been  
  entrusted to him?

5. Read Matthew 13:54. Where does Jesus travel to, and why are the occupants  
 of the town astonished at Jesus?

6. The people are trying to put together Jesus’ lineage in verses 55–57. Why  
 were they offended by Him? How did Jesus reply to their offense?
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7. According to Matthew 13:58, how much power did Jesus demonstrate in  
 this town and why?

8. Write a short description of Jesus as the King of Kings from what you   
 learned in this chapter.

  

ACTING on God’s Word

After several hours of writing the Experiencing questions, I (Brenda) took a 
break on the porch of the house where we were staying to write Matthew. My 
brain was full, and to be quite frank, I was feeling a bit overwhelmed. I closed 
my eyes and asked the Lord, “What is the big takeaway here? How can we 
apply these parables to our lives today?” And as I opened my Bible and read 
the chapter again, the most remarkable discovery occurred. I have given you 
what came to me below as headings, and then would like you to consider how 
to apply them to your own life.
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1. Soil can represent a person’s heart condition

 Based on what you learned from the parable of the soils, explain which type  
 of soil represents your heart toward the Lord. Is there a need for any change?  
 If so, describe it below. 

2. Wheat seeds can represent believing Jesus, and tare seeds can represent  
 believing in false teachers

 Based on what you learned from the parable of the wheat and the tares,  
 have you put your trust in Christ alone, or are you trusting in something  
 else? Explain.
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3. Leaven can represent how evil flourishes

 Is there sin in your life that needs to be confessed? Leaven in the parable  
 defiles the entire loaf of bread. How do you see this truth operating in your  
 life? 

4. Mankind can be represented as pearls and a great treasure 

 For a moment, consider what it cost Jesus to redeem your life from the debt  
 of sin you owed. Jesus thought you and I were worth it. Write a few   
 sentences of gratitude to Jesus for giving His all on your behalf.

69 Week 4: The King Teaches in Parables About His Kingdom



         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

70Delighting in the King of Kings

5. A dragnet can represent how all of mankind will eventually be collected up  
 to stand before God

 Someday each of us will stand before God and give account for our choices  
 made upon this earth. There is one question which will determine your  
 eternal destiny, and that is, “Did you put your faith in Jesus Christ as your  
 Lord and Savior?” How will you answer this question? If you have never  
 done this, please refer to the Delighting in My Salvation page found in the  
 beginning of this book.

6. A householder can represent a person who has heard the Gospel 
 
 If you have put your faith in Jesus Christ, you are responsible to share that  
 wonderful news with others. In what ways are you actively telling others  
 about Jesus? How are you using the treasures you have been entrusted with?
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From Matthew 13, how has the Lord prompted you to pray?

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.

Close in Prayer

D
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