
In 2008, my already handicapped mother was hit by a car while visiting her sister in 
Virginia. It was late in the afternoon on Thanksgiving Day when she decided to walk off 
the turkey dinner she enjoyed hours before.  As she walked through her sister’s townhouse 
streets, sun glare blinded a driver, and my mom was hit from behind. Suffering a brain 
bleed, my mom had to go through months of hospital stays and rehab. It was in the rehab 
hospital where I (Stacy) was first confronted with the overwhelming need and deep suffer-
ing of mankind. 

We all know that hospitals hold the physically sick. But where there is physical disease or 
disability, there are often deep needs that go beyond the physical. I spent each day with my 
mother at the rehab hospital where I would see the needs of hurting people all around me. I 
watched God provide for the needs of other patients, as well as my mother’s needs, over 
and over again. Impossible situations became possible and even manageable. From opening 
doors in facilities and putting certain nurses over her care, to financial provision and even 
ministering to her emotional needs. My sisters and I would read to Mom from a daily 
devotional she loved, and day after day the words of Jesus met my mom in her fears and 
uncertainties. Jesus sees our needs and addresses each one in His most perfect ways. 

In Matthew 14 we see the King of Kings meet the needs of people in impossible situations. 
We will see Jesus feed 5,000 people with five loaves of bread and two small fish. Jesus’ 
disciples wanted to send the people away who were there to hear Jesus. The disciples 
wanted them to fend for themselves in their hunger. But Jesus had other plans. As we will 
see, He has the people sit down on the grassy field and He multiplies the food in front of the 
disciples’ eyes. The need of the people was His need. Their need mattered to Him. Psalm 
145:16 says, “You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.” Jesus had a 
wonderful lesson to teach His disciples about human need and compassion. We can easily 
turn our heads away from people’s needs, yet Jesus presses into those needs. 

After the miraculous feeding, Jesus will enter into His disciples’ fears and uncertainties. The 
Sea of Galilee should have been a comfortable and familiar place for the disciples. Many of 
them were fishermen and had spent many hours in boats on that very sea. However, this 
time the sea became a place of fear. It was dark and turbulent, and they must have felt 

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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alone knowing that Jesus was on the mountain praying and not in the boat with them. 
Fear often grips us in places of need, uncertainty, and difficulty as it did with Peter in 
Matthew 14. Once again, Jesus shows Peter and the disciples that He provides what they 
need in all circumstances. In this case, He provided peace in a storm and made tumultu-
ous seas feel as if they were calm. 

God says in Isaiah 41:10, “Fear not, for I am with you. Be not dismayed for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you. Yes, I will help you. I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand.” That is all it takes with God, the lifting of His hand as He extends Himself to 
each of us, providing for our needs in each moment. I don’t know what need you have as 
you open this chapter. But rest assured, God sees your need and desires to provide what 
is needed in your specific circumstances. 

RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Matthew 14

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Matthew 14:1–21

1. Herod the tetrarch, known as Herod Antipas, was ruler over Palestine,  
 Galilee, and Perea from 4 BC to AD 39. Read Matthew 14:1–5. Keep in mind  
 that John the Baptist has already died, and there is a flashback included in  
 these verses. As Herod hears about the works of Jesus, He thinks that Jesus is  
 a resurrected John the Baptist. From these verses, describe what Herod had  
 done to John the Baptist and why. 
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 a. What reason is given as to why Herod didn’t kill John the Baptist in verse 5?  
  How does this information reinforce Herod’s conclusion about Jesus? 

2. Read Matthew 14:6–11. How was John the Baptist killed?

 a. Describe sin’s effect upon King Herod, Herodias, Herodias’ daughter, and John  
  the Baptist. 

3. How do the disciples show great care for John the Baptist as well as Jesus’ relationship  
 with John according to verse 12? 

4. Read Matthew 14:13. What did Jesus do upon hearing of John’s death? What does  
 this say about the grief that Jesus was undoubtedly experiencing? 
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5. From verses 13–14, how was Jesus’ time alone interrupted, and how did He   
 responded in the midst of the interruption? 

6. As evening descended, Jesus’ disciples show great care for Jesus’ physical and   
 emotional well-being. Read Matthew 14:15. What do they suggest to Jesus? 

 a. Were Jesus’ disciples compassionate to the multitudes gathered? Explain. 

7. In verses 16–17 Jesus wanted to feed the people gathered. The disciples were   
 concerned about the logistics. What was Jesus’ solution, and what complica-  
 tions did the disciples foresee with Jesus’ solution? 
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8. Read John’s account of this interaction in John 6:5–9. John tells us this was a   
 test. What was Jesus testing with His disciples? What did He want them to see  
 and understand? Keep in mind that Jesus knew He would soon be leaving   
 them, and they would continue the work of the Lord on earth. At this point   
 the disciples had no understanding of this. Look back at Matthew 13:10–13 for  
 help with this question if needed. 

9. Read Matthew 14:18–21 and answer the following questions:

 a. What does Jesus do? Describe the meal Jesus provided. 

 b. What do the multitudes do? 

 c. What do the disciples do? 

 d. How did the people feel after the meal? 
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“About 5,000 men were fed on this occasion, plus women and children, perhaps 15,000 to 20,000 in all.” 
(Bible Knowledge Commentary, pg. 54)

10. How did Jesus use the feeding of the 5,000 to demonstrate spiritual principles?  
 What were the principles? 

11. Read Philippians 4:19 and Ephesians 3:20. How do these verses support the   
 miracle in Matthew 14? 

Experience 2: Matthew 14:22–36

1. Read Matthew 14:22–23. Where is Jesus? Where are the disciples, and what are  
 they doing? 

2. Matthew 14:24–25 tells us the disciples’ boat was in the middle of the sea being  
 tossed by the waves and wind. In the fourth watch of the night, Jesus came to  
 the disciples. The fourth watch would have been between 3:00 and 6:00 AM.  
 John 6:19 tells us that the disciples had been rowing for 3-4 miles before Jesus  
 came to them. Why would Jesus allow this time to elapse? 
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3. The disciples see Jesus coming to them in verse 26. How does Jesus meet them,  
 and how do they respond? 

4. In verse 27 Jesus speaks into the fears of His disciples by speaking three things.  
 They are listed below. After each point, tell why Jesus would respond this way   
 in their tumultuous circumstances. How does Jesus bring calmness by saying   
 these things?

 • “Be of good cheer (courage)” 

 • “It is I” 

 • “Do not be afraid”

5. Read Matthew 14:28. Peter, wanting Jesus to reveal His identity, calls out to   
 Him and asks if he could join Him on the water. This scenario could have   
 played out much differently. Peter could have waited for Jesus to get in the   
 boat. He could have stepped out of the boat the minute he saw Jesus. He could  
 have hidden in the boat. What conclusions can you draw from Peter’s request   
 to Jesus regarding his trust in Jesus?

“About 5,000 men were fed on this occasion, plus women and children, perhaps 15,000 to 20,000 in all.” 
(Bible Knowledge Commentary, pg. 54)

10. How did Jesus use the feeding of the 5,000 to demonstrate spiritual principles?  
 What were the principles? 

11. Read Philippians 4:19 and Ephesians 3:20. How do these verses support the   
 miracle in Matthew 14? 

Experience 2: Matthew 14:22–36

1. Read Matthew 14:22–23. Where is Jesus? Where are the disciples, and what are  
 they doing? 

2. Matthew 14:24–25 tells us the disciples’ boat was in the middle of the sea being  
 tossed by the waves and wind. In the fourth watch of the night, Jesus came to  
 the disciples. The fourth watch would have been between 3:00 and 6:00 AM.  
 John 6:19 tells us that the disciples had been rowing for 3-4 miles before Jesus  
 came to them. Why would Jesus allow this time to elapse? 
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6. In Matthew 14:29 Jesus gives a one word command to Peter, and Peter   
 obeys. Peter does three things in verses 29–30. What are they, and how does  
 each action exhibit fear or faith? 

 a. Faith has been described as a single-minded focus on God, and fear as a  
  divided focus. From these verses, how do you see faith and fear operat- 
  ing at different times in the same person? 

 b. What did faith do for Peter? What did fear do for him? 

7. Read Matthew 14:31. How does Jesus provide for Peter in his cry for help? 

8. Read Matthew 14:32–33. Overall, what was Jesus trying to teach Peter and  
 the disciples through this storm? 
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 a. What was their response to Jesus when He and Peter got back in the boat? How  
  are worship and faith tied together?

9. Finish the chapter by reading Matthew 14:34–36. Jesus and His disciples enter
 Gennesaret, and many sick people come to Jesus for healing. These verses say that  
 Jesus made them “perfectly well.” What did the people do? What does this say about  
 their faith? 

10. Write a short description of Jesus as the King of Kings from what you learned in this  
 chapter.
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ACTING on God’s Word

There have been so many times in my (Stacy’s) life where God has met my 
needs in unexpected, exact, and what has seemed like miraculous ways. 
Years ago, I took a part-time job selling Pampered Chef to help meet our 
family’s financial needs while staying home with our children. Each month I 
needed to make $500. In the year I sold kitchen gadgets, I made exactly 
what was needed and sometimes a bit more. God often stretched my faith as 
I trusted Him, but He always provided for the need. Over the years I have 
received unexpected refund checks at an exact time I’ve needed money for 
expenses. I’ve had dinners show up at my doorstep in times of trials. During 
a fragile time with our 4th son, who was born with a genetic deformity, I 
watched God provide church families who offered to watch my other 
children so I could care for Joshua. Even more, I’ve watched the Lord meet 
my emotional and spiritual needs again and again. My Bible is like a journal 
with dates marking verses where God provided what I needed on dark and 
despairing days. He is so faithful to His people!

1. In Matthew 14 Jesus provided for the hungry when He fed the 5,000.   
 Jesus not only met the people’s needs, but He provided more than   
 enough. From Matthew 14, recall how Jesus’ provision exceeded the   
 needs of the hungry. 

 

A
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 a. Give an example of a time in your life when God provided for you    
  or your family in extravagant and miraculous ways exceeding a need. 

2. When Jesus fed the 5,000, He wanted to show them His power to provide. He   
 could have sent them away to fend for themselves, but instead He provided for  
 them that made it clear the provision came from Him. Describe a time when   
 you could have met your own need, but God made it clear you were to rely on   
 His power and timing for that need. 

3. After Jesus fed the hungry, they were full. How does Jesus’ provision leave you   
 full? 
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4. When a storm arose on the Sea of Galilee and the disciples were in the   
 middle of the sea in the midst of the storm, how did Jesus meet their need? 

 a. When was the last time you cried out in fear to Jesus? Describe how He  
  met you in your fear and gave you courage.

 b. If you struggle with fear, how does this chapter encourage you with God’s  
  provision? 
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5. Lastly, Jesus calmed the storm, causing the wind to stop blowing and the   
 waves to stop tumbling over the boat. Matthew 14:32 says the storm stopped   
 when Peter and Jesus got back in the boat. What spiritual application can you   
 make regarding God’s provision? 

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From Matthew 14, how has the Lord prompted you to pray?

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.

Close in Prayer
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