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Matthew 19:23-26 
The disciples are perplexed by the rich, young ruler’s conversation with Jesus. If this man who 
had all the riches in the world couldn’t have eternal life, who could? 
 
Matthew 19:27-30: The Comparison Game 
“See we have left all and followed You. Therefore, what shall we have?” v. 27 
Expectation that they deserved something from Jesus.  
 
Expectations: expectations are beliefs that spring from a person’s thought process when 
examining evidence – what we see. Expectations are often subjective filtered through our own 
needs and desires.  
 
Expectations are often: 

• Based on what we’ve seen over time – grew up with 
• Based on what we’re evidenced in the life of someone: generosity, anger, gossip, 

kindness etc…expect that behavior because it’s what you’ve seen 
• Based on a mutual agreement with someone. I do _____ and you do____.  
• Based on your own self-sufficiency and effort – work hard be rewarded mentality 

 
Difference between placing your expectation in Jesus versus placing your expectation on Jesus: 
 
 
 
Everything we have from Jesus is all a gift of God’s____________________________.  
 
 
Matthew 20:1-16: Expectation of a Just Reward 
“whatever is right I will give you.” V. 4 & 7  
 
 
 
 
What do we deserve?  
Ephesians 2:3-7 
 
 
God’s grace extends to _________.  
 
 



 
 
 
Matthew 20:17-19: Expectation of Ease 
Jesus’ example is our example 
1 Peter 2:21 “For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us leaving us an 
example that you should follow His steps” 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 20:20-28: Expectation of Position 
You have no idea that what you ask for requires sacrifice; self-sacrifice 
Romans 8:18-19 
1 Peter 4:12-14a 
 
Unmet expectations are often met with emotion – anger, jealousy, bitterness, injustice etc… 
 
Jesus sets the disciples’ expectation straight for God’s kingdom: 
Our expectation should be to serve others not have others serve us. 
Our expectation should be that of a slave not being the slave owner 
Our expectation should be a ransomed life: loosing so others gain 
Our expectation should be giving not receiving; laying down our life, not lifting it up above 
others.   
 
 
Matthew 20:29-34: Expectation in Jesus 
“What do you want me to do for you?”  “Lord, open our eyes.” 
 
What is your expectation in Jesus?  
 
 
 
Psalm 38:7 
And now, Lord, what do I wait for and expect? My hope and expectation are in You.   
 
Lamentations 3:21-23 (Amplified Bible) 
“But this I recall and therefore have I hope and expectation: It is because of the Lord’s 
mercy and loving-kindness that we are not consumed, because His tender compassions fail not. 
They are new every morning; great and abundant is Your stability and faithfulness.” 
 
 


