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Horizontal vs Vertical Living  
WORSHIP:  Hillsong’s Grace to Grace  

 

Matt 22: 37 – 39 The greatest commandments: 

Vertical: Vs 37 “Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” 

Horizontal: Vs 39 “And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

 

A New ‘Normal’ is coming. 

 

Recall Matt 16:15, Jesus to Peter – “But who do YOU say that I am?”  

 

Earthly ministry ends with Jesus’s strongest rebuke of the Scribes & Pharisees.   

No more questions from them. 

 

Matt 26:1-12   Jesus to the crowd about the religious leadership 

 Vs 1-3 Do as they say NOT as they do 

 Vs 4-10 Why they shouldn’t do as the Pharisees do 

  Vs 4 contrast with Matt 12:28-30 

  Vs 5 – 8 Love recognition, titles and position 

  Vs 9 – Only ONE is Father – in Heaven 

  Vs 10 – Only ONE is Teacher – Christ 

 Vs 11 – 12 Why Jesus pointed out this hypocrisy to declare to the crowd how they should live: 

  Vs 11 – “Be he who is greatest among you shall be your servant.” 

  Vs 12 – “And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. 

 

Who was among them?   \ 

Who was the greatest?     \ 

Who would be their servant?     ---  ____________________ 

Who exalted himself?     /  Phil 2:8-9 

Who humbled himself and was exalted? / 

  

Our vertical relationship with God – priority over all horizontal relationships. 

 

Who is Jesus? Is Jesus Enough? Is Jesus Enough for me?   Do I believe Jesus is MY Messiah? 

Ps 51:10 – Create in me a clean heart – vertical living 

 

8 Woes of warning – ‘New Beginning’ 
WOE 

        Matt 23: 13 – 22 Actions affect others  

#1 Vs 13 – preventing others from entering Heaven  

CONTRAST w/ Matt 5:3 – “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.” 

#2 Vs 14 – take from the weak, mock prayer  COMPARE  some modern TV evangelists 

#3 Vs 15 – zealous for converts to a false belief system   COMPARE Jehovah’s Witnesses 

#4 Vs 16-22 – mockery of oaths 

 Matt 5:37 ‘But let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes’ and your ‘no’ be ‘no’. For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.” 
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 Matt 26:63 Jesus under oath by High Priest at his arrest 

        Matt 23: 23 – 33 Presenting false righteousness 

 

#5 Vs 23-24 – majoring on the minors – tithing vs Justice, Mercy & Faith 

        Matt 9:13 & Matt 12:7 “I desire mercy and not sacrifice”  Hos 6:6 “For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, and the 

knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.” 

#6,7 Vs 25-28 – false perfection – whitewashed tombs – full of hypocrisy and dead men’s bones 

#8 Vs 29-33 – build memorials for dead prophets whom their forefathers killed under the guise of honoring the 

prophets 

 

 1 Sam 16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I 

have refused him.  For the LORD does not see as men sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD 

looks at the heart.” 

 

Pharisees/Religious Leaders who turned to Jesus 

John 19:38 – Joseph of Arimathea 

John 19:39 – Nicodemus (Pharisee from John 3) 

John 12:42 – many feared the Jews but secretly believed 

Acts 6:7 – “Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 

many of the priests were obedient to the faith.” 

 

      Matt 23: 34-36 Jesus pronounces condemnation as God 

 

Even in the condemnation, Jesus laments 

 

     Matt 23:37-38 Jesus displays passionate grief /sorrow over Jerusalem and the Jews 

 

     Matt 23:39 future promise – they WILL see Jesus again 

  

Prophesy to be fulfilled: Is 45:23 “I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, 

and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.” Phil 2:11 “that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.” 

 

Hope found in Christ for those who choose to pursue a right relationship with God through Jesus. 

 

1 Peter 1: 3-16  

Psalm 46 

Psalm 91 


