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BACKGROUND ON COLOSSIANS

AS YOU GET STARTED
Before you begin this study, write down anything you already know about the book of Colossians:

INTRODUCTION
The book of Colossians was written by the apostle Paul (formerly known as Saul) to the church in the city of 
Colosse. This city was located east of Ephesus and at one time was a very large and strategic city. However, 
it declined into a smaller merchant town located near the trade route to Rome. It was considered part of a 
tri-city area with the cities of Hierapolis and Laodicea. It is believed that Paul evangelized the people in this 
town during his three-year stay in Ephesus as Acts 19:10b explains, “so that all who dwelt in Asia [Minor] 
heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.” Paul never personally traveled to Colosse. How-
ever, it is widely believed that one of the men who was converted under Paul’s teaching, Epaphras 
(Colossians 1:7), took the good news he heard of Jesus Christ to Colosse and began the church. 

Teaching about Jesus Christ was desperately needed for this young church filled with new believers. They 
needed to be grounded in their faith and their understanding of who Jesus was as well as what a life lived 
in Jesus Christ looked like. The church at Colosse was also struggling. They were beginning to believe 
heresies coming into the church. These heresies were a mixture of Judaism, Ascetism, and Gnosticism. Paul 
wrote this letter to encourage them in their faith and to help them understand these truths: 

 • The preeminence of Christ. He is over all things including creation.
 • A believer is complete in Christ. Nothing else is needed.
 • Redemption and reconciliation come through Jesus Christ. There is no other way.
 • Christ is in the believer. Christ is our hope of glory.
 • Beware of false teaching and heresy. Jesus is the all-sufficient, preeminent Savior.
 • The believer must turn from old ways.  A believer must put on the likeness of Christ. 

Although Paul’s message was very relevant for the people who initially read it, it still remains applicable. 
Many heresies try to invade our congregations of believers today. Whether it is the prosperity gospel, 
replacement theology, denying the deity of Christ, or rejecting the infallibility of the Bible, each one stands 
against the truth of what the Bible teaches. Therefore, we must remain diligent to be on guard against such 
false teachings. This letter reminds us to put Christ in His rightful place; He is to be above everything else.  
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AUTHOR 
The apostle Paul, formerly known as Saul, is the author and identifies himself three times in the 
letter. It is believed he was imprisoned in Roman at the time this letter was written to the church at 
Colosse. Colossians, Philemon, Ephesians, and Philippians are known as the prison epistles. Paul 
refutes the false teachings coming into the church and points the young believers back to Christ. 
These new believers in Christ likely never had an in-person encounter with Paul and only knew him 
through his letters (Colossians 2:1). 

PURPOSE
Paul heard of how things were going at the 
church in Colosse through Epaphras 
(Colossians 1:7-8). Much of what he heard was 
favorable, although he learned of heresy 
coming into the church. Paul was writing to the 
church at Colosse to encourage them in their 
faith and to purge doctrinal heresies that were 
invading the church, specifically teachings 
from Gnosticism, legalistic Judaism, and Ascet-
ism. Paul’s answer was to point them to Jesus 
and to remind them of who He is and who they 
are because of Him. Paul reminds the believers 
that in Christ they are rooted, built up, and 
established in the faith (Colossians 2:7). 

One of the key verses central to the whole book 
is Colossians 1:18, “And He is the head of the 
body, the church, who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in all things He 
may have the preeminence.”

AS YOU GET STARTED
Summarize any information you gained after reading the introduction to Colossians. 

In the space below, write a prayer to the Lord about what you hope to gain from Him as you study 
His Word. 

DATE WRITTEN
Approximately 60-62 A.D.

MAP OF ASIA MINOR
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