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While at the church in Antioch, Syria, Paul and Barnabas encountered Jewish legalism among the 
people. The question arose whether newly-converted Gentiles must be circumcised according to the 
law of Moses in order to be saved. There was a large dispute over the answer; some said it was faith 
in Jesus plus circumcision that saved you while others said it was just faith alone in Jesus. The 
church of Antioch finally agreed that Paul and Barnabas should go to Jerusalem to meet with the 
apostles and elders to discuss the matter and return with an answer. Peter addressed the Jerusalem 
group saying, “But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in 
the same manner as they…therefore I judge that we should not trouble those from among the Gen-
tiles who are turning to God” (Acts 15:11, 19). The answer had been declared, and a letter was 
sent out to the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia explaining the decision. It would be my 
(Brenda) guess that the male Gentile believers all breathed a huge sigh of relief when they heard 
the news!  

Paul will use what he learned at that meeting in 
Jerusalem and apply it in his letter to the church at 
Colosse. He warns them not to be robbed of their 
freedom in Christ. Paul does not want them yoked to 
anything Christ did not intend for them to bear. They 
were complete through faith alone, and they could 
enjoy their relationship with Him without any addi-
tional manmade rules or regulations. 

We too are complete in Christ. We have the blessed assurance that faith alone is enough to save 
us, and we can enjoy all the fullness of our relationship with Jesus. We don’t need rules and regula-
tions to save us, to keep us in right standing with God, or to deny us of the liberties Christ won for 
us on the cross. It is incredible how the world wants to always add something to the simplicity of the 
gospel. Our text in Colossians is a great reminder that we have always been complete in Christ and 
always will be complete in Christ.
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WE HAVE THE BLESSED 
ASSURANCE THAT

FAITH ALONE

IS ENOUGH TO SAVE US

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read Colossians 2:8–23

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1: DON’T BE FOOLED

Colossians 2:8–15
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1.  In Colossians 2:8 Paul gives the believer a warning. What is it?

 a. Read Colossians 2:9. Based on what you have learned thus far in this study, what    
  does the fullness of the Godhead mean?

 b. What does our choice say when we choose philosophy over the fullness of Christ?

2.  There is a very important truth found in Colossians 2:10(NKJV). Fill in the blanks below.

 “And you are __________________in Him, who is the ___________________of all    

 ___________________________ and power.”

 a. What does it mean to “be complete in Christ?” (v.10)

 b. Read Ephesians 1:19–21. How is Christ the head of power and principality?   
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DEEPER EXPERIENCE

(Warren Wiersbe, Be Complete, p.92)

3.  Read Colossians 2:11–15 and answer the following questions:

 a. In verse 11 Paul uses the Jewish requirement of circumcision as an example to reveal a   
  spiritual concept. Jewish males were circumcised as a sign of the Jewish covenant with   
  God in Genesis 17:9–14. Read Deuteronomy 10:16, 30:6, and Romans 2:28–29.
  What is Paul conveying about circumcision? How is the cross the instrument used to   
  accomplish the work in our hearts? Is bodily circumcision needed? Explain. 

“It is not necessary for a believer to submit to circumcision because he has already experienced a
spiritual circumcision through his identification with Jesus Christ. But there is a contrast here between 
Jewish circumcision and the believers’ spiritual circumcision in Christ:”

   Jews     Believers

   External surgery   Internal—the heart

   Only a part of the body  The whole “body of sins”

   Done by hands   Done without hands

   No spiritual help in beating sin Enables them to overcome sin

   

 b. The words “putting off the body of the sins of the flesh” are used in verse 11. It means “a  
  total breaking away from.” Romans 5:12–15 tells us we are born sinners because of the sin of  
  Adam.  Read Romans 6:6–7. How was sin done away with or put off?  
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DEEPER EXPERIENCE

 c. In verses 12–13 Paul references burial, baptism, and resurrection to symbolize the work  
  Christ accomplished while on the earth. How does a believer identify with Jesus’ life,  
  death, and resurrection when they participate in water baptism? 
 

“Baptism, then, is a graphic illustration, a one-time ordinance that symbolizes to a watching 
world the believer’s identification with Christ in death, burial and resurrection because this is 
what we share with Christ. He not only died for me but also as me. Because I am a believer, 
when He died, I died; when He was buried, I was buried; when He arose, I arose. That is the 
divine operation. This is no mere ritual; it is the glorious reality. The ordinance simply but 
graphically portrays it.” (John Philips, Exploring Colossians and Philemon, p.125–126.)

 d. According to verse 12, how does faith operate in this identification of verses 12–13?  

 e. Verse 13 says that in Christ we are “made alive together with Him.” Read Romans   
  6:1–5.  How do these verses give understanding to Colossians 2:13? How are we dead  
  but alive? 
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DEEPER EXPERIENCE

 f. Verses 14–15 describe what was accomplished when Jesus died on the cross. What
  happened and what was accomplished? What was made into a spectacle? 

EXPERIENCE 2: BE FREE!

Colossians 2:16–23

1. Read Colossians 2:16–17. How were the false teachers trying to rob the believers of their  
 joy and freedom in Christ? How were they judging the believers’ righteousness? 

 a. Read Galatians 4:9–11 and 5:1. How does Paul verbalize these same instructions to the  
  church in Galatia? What point is he making? 

2. Read Colossians 2:18 and 1 Corinthians 3:12–15. What warning is Paul giving?

“The law is but a shadow; but in Christ we have the reality, the substance, ‘The 
law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming’ (Heb. 10:1 NIV). Why 
go back into the shadows when we have the reality in Jesus Christ?”
(Warren Wiersbe, Be Complete, p. 102)
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3. Read Colossians 2:19. What is the source of spiritual vitality for God’s people? What does it   
 accomplish?

4. Paul is speaking directly to the false teaching of asceticism in verses 20–23. Just to refresh   
 your memory, asceticism is the false teaching of following manmade rules to gain favor with   
 God. The body for the ascetics was something to be punished like an enemy. Why does this go  
 against everything Christ represents?  

 a. Based on Colossians 2:23, why would asceticism be alluring? How is pride involved?

5. Read Mark 7:1–8. In these verses Jesus is rebuking the Pharisees for the very thing that Paul is  
 teaching in Colossians 2:20–23. What was Jesus’ rebuke? 

ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

In Colossians 2:8–23 Paul challenged the believers in Colosse to keep their focus on Jesus. False 
teachers, philosophy, Judaism, and a variety of belief systems were threatening the life of free-
dom that the believers were given through Jesus. Paul knew these worldly philosophies were 
being combined with the gospel and were cheating the believers of the fullness of Christ. He 
warned the church at Colosse not to follow any belief system that does not conform to a proper 
knowledge of Christ. We have these same warnings today. 
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1. How have you seen false religions, cults, and philosophies cheat or rob God’s people of the life   
 intended for them through Christ Jesus?

2. Can you identify any false religions today? How do they deny Christ, add to the gospel, or take   
 away from the gospel? 

3. Legalism is a trap used by the enemy. It is often subtle. What is legalism? How is it dangerous? 

4. Have you ever experienced a legalistic mindset or set of beliefs? Explain. 

In this digital age we have access to information unlike any other time in history. Whereas this 
access can be used by God to spread the gospel, it can also be used by Satan to pull you away from 
truth. There are many teachers, studies, books, podcasts, and other materials that appear to be 
Biblically accurate while compromising or promoting a false belief system. We encourage you to be 
very careful with your information sources. There is a website called www.truthnet.com. When in 
doubt, this website does a great job of staying on top of movements within the church. 
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“For in Him dwells all the fullness
of the Godhead bodily; and you are

complete in Him, who is the head of all
principality and power.” 

Colossians 2:9–10

As far back as I (Stacy) can remember, my 
mom had the most beautiful perennial 
flower beds adorning our yards. She loved 
gardening and even more loved picking the 
exquisite, often uncommon perennials and 
tending to them with great care. She paid 

close attention to all the planting variables and needs of each flower and would fill the flower bed 
with a variety of colors, textures, and blooming seasons. 

As much as she focused on the planting needs, my mom made sure she had the necessary tools to 
care for each plant. Her gardening bag was the plant’s lifeline. Over the years, she taught me about 
having the right tool for each gardening need. She showed me quality gardening tools, how each 
one worked, and the importance of keeping them all together in a gardening bag. Even when my 
daughter, Faith, took an interest in gardening a few years back, my mom bought Faith her very own 
starter bag and tools. 

As the gardener, each tool has a specific purpose for tending the garden. The pruning shears cut off 
the dead blooms and branches, the trowel digs the soil, the weeder gets to the root of the weed seek-
ing to choke out the plant, and the rake removes the debris that lays on the surface of the garden 
bed. Of course, no gardener is complete without a watering can which offers the plant one of the 
very essentials of life. All that a plant needs outside of creation is found in the gardener’s bag of 
tools. 

In Colossians 2:9–10 we learned that in Christ we have all we need. We are complete in Christ as 
the fullness of God lives in Him. When our lives are planted in Christ, He gives us all of Him. He pulls 
from His boundless bag of resources to help us grow more into His image by using the many tools 
He has within Himself. In Christ, we are made complete having everything we need for life: He cuts 
away what is dead, digs up places of our hearts, rakes away the debris, and weeds out sin all while 
watering us with His life-giving, life-sustaining living water. The life hidden in Christ is truly complete 
in Christ. 

Praise God for loving us enough to give us Jesus.

Delight in the many ways Christ completes you.

Rest in the magnificent, purposeful ways of the Almighty Gardener.

Close in Prayer

DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD DEVOTIONAL
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