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WEEK 8: REL ATIONSHIPS ESTABLISHED IN CHRIST
If there was ever someone in the Bible who knew about relationships, it would certainly be the
apostle Paul. An often-overlooked aspect of his ministry is the many relationships he established
through church planting and following God’s call into missions. Throughout his 30 years of ministry, many connections were formed; close ones were tested, disagreements happened, and yet,
God was put first and honored. While traveling to each city to share the gospel, as well as through
the people he cared about in his own life, Paul saw first-hand the beauty and pain of interpersonal
relationships.
But it seems Paul’s love for people came only after his love for God’s Son was first established.
When Paul put his faith in Jesus on the Damascus Road, he tells us in Galatians 1:17 that he first
went to the Arabian Desert for three years
before he started preaching Christ in Jerusalem and beyond. Paul doesn’t tell us
ESUS IS OVER ALL THINGS
about his time in Arabia so it is hard to
know both the reason he was there as well
INCLUDING RELATIONSHIPS
as what he did during those three years.
E CREATED RELATIONSHIPS
What we do know from Acts 9:29 is that
when Paul arrived in Jerusalem, three years
ORDERED THEM AND HAS A
after becoming a believer in Jesus Christ,
he spoke boldly in the name of Jesus
DESIGN FOR EACH ONE
Christ. A transformation had happened
within him that became evident to all who
interacted with him. Was the Arabian
Desert a training ground much like it was for Moses in Midian, Elijah in the wilderness, and even
Jesus Himself when He was led to the desert for a time of testing?
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One could infer that during this time in Arabia, Paul’s relationship with God through Jesus Christ
became deeply rooted, established, and built up; so much so that in some of Paul’s letters to God’s
people he would call himself a bondservant of Jesus Christ. Having received the gospel directly
from God, not from man, Paul learned quickly that the most important relationship is always with
Jesus. It is through Him that everything else in life flows and everything must function. Jesus is over
all things, including relationships. He created relationships, ordered them, and has a design for
each one.
In Colossians 3:18–4:1 Paul gives very direct and poignant commands for marriage and parenting, as well as for connections in the work world. Scripture makes no mention of Paul being married. He refers to himself in 1 Corinthians 7:8 as being unmarried. And yet, throughout his
writings, he teaches husbands, wives, and parents. How does he do this? He does it under the Holy
Spirit’s guidance as he says in 1 Corinthians 7:10 to those who are married, “I command, yet not
I but the Lord…”
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It is with this in mind that I (Stacy) encourage you to go into these verses found in Colossians with
a soft and open heart to hear all that the Holy Spirit wants to speak to you. Take a moment and
pray. Ask God to prepare your heart and to work His truths into the places of your marriage, your
parenting, and/or work relationships where there is possibly a halt in your flesh based on worldly
teaching. God’s order and design often goes against the world’s order and design.
Keep in mind that the context for these verses in Colossians 3:18–4:1 comes from the preceding
verses, especially 3:16 which says, “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom….” His
Word challenges our thinking and demands something from us. If we choose to come under the
authority of His Word, we must come under the authority of all His Word. We can’t pick and choose
what we want to follow and what we don’t.
It is from Christ’s indwelling Spirit and the living Word that we are able to carry out God’s commands found in these verses. I am praying for you as I write these words that you would allow God’s
instruction in the area of relationships to reorder, restore, bring repentance, if needed, and above
all, be redemptive in your marriages, parenting, and work relationships.

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD
Open in Prayer
Read Colossians 3:18–4:1

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD
EXPERIENCE 1: HUSBAND AND WIFE RELATIONSHIP
Colossians 3:18–19
1. Read Colossians 3:18. Fill in the blank below.
Wives _____________________ to your own husband, as is fitting in the Lord.
a. In your own words define submit. What synonyms come to mind when you think of this word?
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2. Before looking at submission in a marriage relationship, let’s first look at the Godhead (God,
Jesus Christ, and Holy Spirit) as our example of submission. Read the verses below and note
how Christ submits to God the Father.
John 6:38

1 Corinthians 11:3

Philippians 2:5–8

3. Read Colossians 2:9–10. You’ve previously studied these verses. There is both hierarchy and
oneness within the Godhead. Read Genesis 2:21–24. What do you learn about the first
marriage relationship regarding hierarchy and oneness?

a. From the verses in Genesis, what do you notice about the creation of the woman? What
bone did God use from Adam to create the woman? Think about this bone in regard to all
the other bones God could have used. What is meaningful about this bone when thinking
about oneness and submission in the husband/wife relationship?
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4. God is a God of order and submission. Read the following verses and briefly summarize the
submission and order seen in creation, government, the church, and relationships.
Creation: Genesis 1–2:3

Government: Romans 13:1–7

Church: 1 Corinthians 14:26–33, 40

Relationships: Ephesians 5:17–21

5. Based on what you just learned about the Godhead and the order He created, hopefully you’ve
seen how submission is woven into all areas of life. The word “submit” is the Greek word hypotasso (G5293). Vines Dictionary defines this word as a military term meaning, “to rank under
someone else or to put yourself under someone’s authority.” As wives, we are instructed to
“submit” to our husbands. How does the definition help you understand God’s command and
your responsibility as a wife?

6. Read James 4:7. Why is this the first relationship in which you must understand submission
before you can properly submit in any other relationship?

WEEK 8: RELATIONSHIPS ESTABLISHED IN CHRIST | 101

7. Read Ephesians 5:22 and Colossians 3:18. Fill in the blank.
“Wives submit to your _________ husbands.” Why is this important in the marriage relationship? How is this a protection for us as wives?

8. Read Ephesians 5:22–24 and describe the Godly order of marriage from this verse by filling in
the diagram.

9. Read Genesis 3:16. When Adam and Eve sinned against God, consequences were given to
them and all mankind. This verse describes the consequences given to women. How was
submission part of the consequences? How does this help you understand why submission to
your husband is fundamentally difficult?
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DEEPER EXPERIENCE
“We cannot have two heads of state in a nation, or we invite civil war. We cannot have two men
running a corporation, each holding opposite views. We cannot have two commanders-in-chief of the
country’s armed forces. And we cannot have two heads of a family. God has ordained the man to
be the head of his home. He is not the boss, but he is the head. Moreover, if he abdicates
that headship, he does so to the detriment of himself, his wife and his children.”
(John Phillips, Exploring Colossians and Philemon, p.190)

10. Read Colossians 3:19. What two commands are given to husbands?

11. Read Ephesians 5:25–33 and answer the following questions.
a. How is a husband commanded to love his wife? How did Jesus demonstrate this type of
love for the Church?

b. What is a husband’s responsibility to his wife before God?

c. Describe the oneness of a husband’s care for his wife.

d. How is the love of Christ for the Church an example for the husband to follow?
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e.

What does a husband need from his wife?

12. Colossians 3:19 tells a husband not to be bitter toward his wife. How does the wife’s respect
impact her husband?

13. Read 1 Peter 3:1–6. Once again a wife is commanded to submit to her husband. Based on
these verses in 1 Peter, is the submission commandment void when a husband does not uphold
his God-given responsibilities or is not a believer? Explain.

DEEPER EXPERIENCE
“Headship is not dictatorship or lordship. It is loving leadership. In fact, both the
husband and the wife must be submitted to the Lord and to each other (Eph. 5:21).
It is a mutual respect under the lordship of Jesus Christ.”(Warren Wiersbe,
Be Complete, p. 140).

EXPERIENCE 2: PARENT AND CHILD RELATIONSHIPS
Colossians 3:20–21
1. Read Colossians 3:20. What command is given to children regarding their parents?
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a. Based on what you learned about submission, why would this be pleasing to the Lord?

b. Why would the husband and wife relationship come before the parent and child relationship
within God’s order?

c. What happens when God’s order is not followed?

2. Read Exodus 20:12 and Ephesians 6:2–3. This command is so important that God included it in
the Ten Commandments and reiterated it in the New Testament. This command comes with a
promise from God. What is that promise?

a. How does fostering obedience in a child’s life help them grow into a God-fearing adult?

3. Read Luke 2:41–52. Describe how Jesus submitted to His parents’ authority as a young man. In
what ways did God reward His obedience?
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4. Read Colossians 3:21 and Ephesians 6:4. There are clear instructions given to fathers regarding their children. The Greek word used for father can include the mother as well according to
the Strong’s Concordance definition of father (Strong’s G3962). What does it mean to provoke
a child? How does this negatively affect a child’s spiritual development?

a. How does this command to fathers (parents) actually protect children?

b. How should a father (parent) be parenting a child according to this verse? Explain.

DEEPER EXPERIENCE
“If a home is truly Christian, it is a place of encouragement. In such a home, the child finds
refuge from battles, and yet strength to fight the battles and carry the burdens of growing
maturity. He finds a loving heart, a watching eye, a listening ear, a helping hand. He does not
want any other place— home meets his needs. In this kind of a home, it is natural for the
child to trust Christ and want to live for Him.” (Warren Wiersbe, Be Complete, p. 145).

EXPERIENCE 3: WORKPLACE RELATIONSHIPS
Colossians 3:22–4:1
1. Read Colossians 3:22. Here Paul addresses the relationship between a slave and their master.
Whereas slavery is still present in modern day society, thankfully it has been abolished in much
of the world and is a relationship that is unfamiliar to most of us. For our purposes in this study
we will take the term “slave” and consider it as a type of paid worker or servant. Slaves were
considered a working class of people at the time Paul wrote Colossians. Paul gives four commands in this verse which are listed on the following page. Rewrite each command in your own
words.
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a. Obey in all things your masters according to the flesh

b. Not with eyeservice as men-pleasers

c. But in sincerity of heart

d. Fearing God

e. How do these commands honor God?

DEEPER EXPERIENCE
“Read Paul’s little letter to Philemon and see his attitude toward slavery. Paul did not advise
Philemon to treat his runaway slave severely, but to receive him as a brother even though he
was still a slave. In fact, Onesimus, the slave, was one of the men who carried this
letter to Colosse (Col. 4:9)!” (Warren Wiersbe, Be Complete, p. 146)

DEEPER EXPERIENCE
“More than half the people seen on the streets of the great cities of the Roman world were
slaves. And this was the status of the majority of ‘professional’ people such as teachers and
doctors as well as that of menials and craftsmen.” (Vaughan quoted by David Guzik,
www.blueletterbible.org)
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2. Read Romans 6:22. It speaks to our relationship with God through Jesus Christ. How are all
believers considered slaves?

3. Read 1 Corinthians 6:19–20. How should the truth that God is our Master impact the way
we live regarding our relationships?

4. Read Colossians 3:23–24. Paul reminds the church at Colosse who they work for, how their
work should be accomplished, and how they will be rewarded for their work. The worldly
system teaches us that success comes as we get ahead of others at work and move up the
proverbial corporate ladders. God’s success for the worker is defined much differently. Compare and contrast the worker who works for worldly success versus the worker who works for
spiritual success.

Worldly Worker

Spirit-filled worker

5. Read Colossians 3:25. Describe how Paul’s concluding remarks would comfort someone
who served under an unjust master or convict someone who does not submit to someone in
authority over them.
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6. In Colossians 4:1 we read about how masters should treat their bondservants. Again, in our society
today we could consider the “master” to be like a type of supervisor in a working relationship. What
does Paul tell the masters to keep in mind when they are overseeing their servants?

a. Who are masters accountable to and why should this dictate their behaviors?

ACTING ON GOD’S WORD
EVERYONE
We have learned from Paul’s letter to Colosse that there is a God-ordained order for all of life’s relationships. This order begins with the Lord as we choose to submit to Him first. From that place of submission,
we can more easily submit to each other in every relationship.
1. How does our submission to God affect our desire and ability to submit in our marriages, to our parents,
and within our workplaces? Explain

In the verses just studied, we learned about God’s design, order, and desire regarding marriage, parenting,
and working relationships. When we choose to submit to those God has put in leadership, we are honoring
the Lord. I (Brenda) feel it might be easier to apply some of the text we have studied this week if we break
this portion of the lesson apart based upon the relationships we studied. If you are married, please answer
the questions that fall under the heading “Married.” If you aren’t married, go to the next relationship heading that applies to you.
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MARRIED
We learned Colossians 3:18 says, “Wives submit to your own husbands.” However, before we begin
to make some applications, I believe it is important to remember what submission is not; submission does not mean being abused.
If you are in an abusive relationship, this is outside God’s design, especially in marriage. God commands husbands to love their wives (Col. 3:19). There is help available for those who find themselves in an abusive situation. Please tell your Delighting in the Lord leader or another leader at
your church about your circumstances. Additionally, you may want to reach out to the following
organizations for help:
• In Chester County, PA the abuse hotline is 888-711-6270.
• The National Domestic Violence Hotline (www.thehotline.org) is 1-800-799-7233.
• If you cannot speak safely, you may text “LOVEIS” to 1-866-331-9474. An advocate who is
trained will speak with you confidentially and assist you with resources, information, and
answer any questions.

When two people are in a safe marriage relationship, God’s design in marriage provides order to
the household. Let’s explore how this can be done by answering the following questions for those
who are married:
1. Is there an area that is difficult for you to allow your husband to lead in your marriage? Explain
why.

a. What have you learned about your responsibility in your marriage that is independent of your
husband’s? How will it honor God and His design?
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2. How can a wife be submissive and express her opinion when she and her husband do not agree
on a topic or decision? At my husband’s workplace they have a phrase that is often used when two
people cannot agree on something, and it is, “Disagree and then commit.” This phrase does not
mean that both parties are always happy about the decision, but ultimately after both sides have
been heard, they put aside their differences and together commit to the plan. How can a husband
and wife disagree but then together commit to the plan?

PARENTS
1. God’s command in Colossians 3:20 is pretty clear regarding a child’s and parent’s responsibility.
A child must obey, and a parent must require obedience as the one in authority. How does your
God-given role and responsibility both empower and equip you as a parent as you train your
children in the area of obedience?

2. In Colossians 3:20 we are told to not exasperate or provoke our children. In what ways can we do
this? How does this undermine our authority as their parents?

WORKING/SERVICE RELATIONSHIPS
1. Are there times you may be tempted to divide your work into two categories: the secular and the
sacred? How does Paul’s teaching go against this way of thinking?
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ALL RELATIONSHIPS
1. How does Colossians 3:18–4:1 encourage you, challenge you, and/or comfort you?

DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD DEVOTIONAL
“Wives, submit to your own husbands,
as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love
your wives and do not be bitter toward
them. Children, obey your parents in all
things, for this is well pleasing to the
Lord.” Colossians 3:18–20
Throughout my (Brenda) childhood, my
parents maintained a large garden. As a
family, we all participated in the garden(Eugene, Brenda’s dad, in the garden—photo credit Carrie Ferri)
ing process, growing many varieties of
vegetables. My Dad would organize our
family to help assist and cultivate our agricultural endeavor in the backyard. It typically began in
the early spring when Dad would get the rototiller out of the shed and run it through the ground
where he intended to set the boundaries for the garden. It was a heavy machine, and I remember
it terrifying me. It was louder than the lawn mower, and its sharp blades chomping into the ground
sent me running to the porch of the house to watch from a safe distance. While my dad was wrangling the beast, which was breaking up the ground, my mom was in the shed gathering the seeds,
string, and stakes; all necessary to plant the vegetables. Once my parents completed their tasks,
my brother and I were instructed on how to plant the seeds. There was specific spacing needed,
depending upon what vegetable we were growing, and the two of us were to place them where
Mom had marked out the neat, symmetrical rows.
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We all had specific assignments, and when they were accomplished, it made for an orderly
garden where growth could occur and eventually a harvest reaped. My dad alone did the rototilling because it was a job only someone very physically strong could tackle. My mom gladly got
the other materials necessary to prep the ground so the seeds could be deposited into the soil.
My brother and I were obedient to the instructions given to us by our parents because we knew
they had experience with growing a garden. Further, we knew that later in the summer, by helping out in the spring, we would enjoy the sweet corn, lettuce, tomatoes, and other vegetables we
were planting.
Being a part of the yearly garden project with my family serves as a good example for the truth
contained in Colossians 3:18–20. God has given us instructions on how to run a God-honoring
household. Each person in the family has been given responsibilities, and when they are done
obediently, a harvest of righteousness and peace is produced. If my mom had tried to till the soil
with the rototiller, she may have been injured. Because she understood this, she willingly allowed
my father to do the job. My brother and I did not have the knowledge needed to choose the seeds
that would be best for our garden, so we defaulted to our parents' knowledge and obeyed their
instructions. Each member submitted to each other so that the job could be accomplished
smoothly.
When we consider how this analogy is similar to our text from Colossians, we should remember
that all members of a household benefit when we submit one to another with love. Our actions
and attitudes bring glory to God, harmony to the household, and a harvest in due time.

Praise God that He is a good Father who knows what is best for His children.
Delight in the peace that comes from trusting God’s orderly instructions.
Rest through submitting to the authority God has given for Christian households.
Close in Prayer
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