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As a pastor of a small-town church, located in the mountains of Pennsylvania, life was predictable and 
happy. The congregants were honest, God-fearing, and generous. They were hardworking and 
invested themselves in farming and coal as a means to provide for their families. It was not uncommon 
to find offerings given to the church in the form of eggs, butter, or canned goods. Life as a country 
pastor was quintessential; it was easy to admire the men and women God had placed in his life and it 
would have been easy to stay in Philipsburg.  
 
However, when David Wilkerson heard the voice of the Holy Spirit instructing him to go to New York 
City, he made the choice to leave his comfortable life to obey the Lord’s directive. Despite the life he 
had in Philipsburg, when he heard the Lord telling him to go to New York City he didn’t hesitate. In 
Wilkerson’s book, The Cross and the Switchblade, he describes how he felt unsuited and ignorant in the 
sprawling city, yet he could not shake the growing desire to help teens involved in gangs encounter 
Christ.  
 
During David’s second trip to NYC, the Lord orchestrated events that led him to spend time with a gang 
called the GGI’s (Grand Gangsters, Incorporated). As he was led to their clubroom, the path was 
littered with vodka bottles and garbage. Thin, dirty cats with stiff, sticky fur yowled at him. His guide 
eventually came to an unmarked door and rapped on it with a series of knocks indicating she was a 
gang member. As the door swung open, an ill-smelling odor 
struck his nose. The young woman who answered the door wore 
a provocative dress, had no shoes, was holding a can of beer, 
and was smoking a cigarette. She stepped aside to allow David 
and his guide to enter a dank, dark room full of teenagers. David 
noticed the depravity of the situation, but he did not judge the 
occupants unworthy of the gospel; instead, he saw a perfect 
opportunity to share the simple message of God’s love for them. 
Jesus loved the young people in NYC as much as the farmers in 
Pennsylvania. There was no room for biases, racism, or ethnic 
superiority. All people are level at the cross of Christ.  
 
David’s first encounter in a basement clubhouse with the GGI’s began his work with teens in New York. 
He ministered without judgment or partiality, and he led countless people, through love and compas-
sion, into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

At the time James was writing his letter to the churches, favoritism was occurring in their meetings. 
Jesus never demonstrated partiality, and neither should a believer in Him. James wrote to address how 
everyone should be treated, regardless of their socioeconomic status. Showing partiality to the rich 
while treating the poor as if they were inferior was a sinful behavior then and still is today! 
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Jesus taught we should love our neighbor as ourselves and He has no tolerance for favoritism. 
Christ came to make it possible for all people, whether rich or poor, Jew or Gentile, male or female 
(Galatians 3:28), to be forgiven and have eternal life. In the church we should be the reflection of 
this message and be impartial to all by extending grace and mercy to everyone around us. The sin 
of partiality is often overlooked within the church, but this should not be the case. As we study 
James chapter 2, may the Lord heighten our awareness regarding any biases we may demonstrate 
toward the rich or the poor.

1. Read James 2:1–4 and answer the following questions:

 a. What warning is given in verse 1 about our faith?
 
 
 
 
  b. The word partiality has the connotation of respecting one person over another based on  
  their position, rank, circumstance, or popularity. What synonyms would you give for the  
  word partiality? 

 
 c. In verses 2–3 there are two men who came into a gathering of believers. Who received  
  more attention and why?
 
 
 
 
  d. How were these men separated? (v.3)
 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read James 2:1–13

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1: A WARNING ABOUT A FAITH THAT FAVORS 
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 e. What sin did James call out? (v.4)
 
 
 
 
 
 f. Describe how partiality is really a form of judgment against another person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 g. Verse 4 says that judgment came with evil thoughts. List some possible evil thoughts that
  accompany this kind of judgment. 

2. Read Matthew 7:1–5. What do you learn about judging others from these verses?

 a. What are people called who judge others for the very sin they also commit? (v.5)

 

 

 

 b. What instructions does Jesus give to the person who is judging another? (v.5)
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3. Read Philippians 2:2–4. How should we treat all people according to these verses? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What are some ways believers today show partiality within the body of Christ? 

JESUS’ EXAMPLE

“When the Lord Jesus came into the world, He wasn’t a rich man’s boy; He wasn’t born with a silver
spoon in His mouth. He was born in poverty. He was born in a borrowed stable. He had to borrow
loaves and fishes from a little lad to feed the crowd. He spoke from a borrowed boat. He said, ‘The
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his
head’ (Matthew 8:20). He had to borrow a coin to illustrate a truth. He borrowed a donkey to ride
into Jerusalem. He borrowed a room to celebrate the Passover. He died on a borrowed cross—it
belonged to Barabbas, not to Him. They put Him in a borrowed tomb—it belonged to Joseph of 
Arimathea.” (J. Vernon McGee, Through the Bible Commentary Series, The Epistles: James, p. 53–54)
 
 
5. Read James 2:5–7. This is the fourth time James refers to his readers as “brethren” or “beloved  
 brethren.” James uses this term of endearment as he calls out their sinful behavior by speaking  
 the truth in love. James calls into question three behaviors. What are they?  

 
 
 
 a. How does God describe the person who loves Him in verse 5?
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 b. The word oppress in verse 6 of the NKJV suggests that one person is exercising power over   
  another person. How are the rich in wealth exercising power over others?
 
 
 
 
 
 DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“When we choose people by what we can see on the surface, we miss the mind of God.
Remember that Judas appeared to be much better leadership material than Peter.” (David Guzik, 
Enduringword.com on blueletterbible.org)
 

6. Read 1 Corinthians 1:26–29. Contrast God’s thinking toward people with the world’s thinking   
 toward people.

7. Read James 2:8 and Leviticus 19:17–18. In the Old Testament Moses recorded the laws that   
 God gave him regarding how the Israelites should live. What is the royal law found here in   
 James 2:8? How does it reflect the law found in Leviticus?

 
 
 
 
 a. Explain how the royal law commands believers to love others without condition.  
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JESUS’ EXAMPLE

In Matthew 22:35–40 a lawyer came to Jesus to test Him and asked, “Teacher, which is the great-
est commandment in the law?” Jesus said to Him, “You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” Then Jesus went on to say that although this was 
the first and greatest commandment, the second was like it which was, “You shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” Jesus wanted 
the lawyer and everyone else listening to know that loving your neighbor demonstrated that we also 
love the Lord our God. It was an action step which demonstrated their faith.
 
 
8. Read James 2:8b–9. How does obedience to this law bring blessing? How does disobedience   
 to this law bring conviction?

9. Read James 2:10–11. Sometimes we tend to think that one sin is more grievous than another.
 What does James point out about following all of the law, not just some of it?

 
 
 
 
 
 
10. How should our faith and the law of liberty influence our behavior according to James 2:12?
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11. From James 2:13, how do mercy and judgment go together? 

12. Summarize what you learned about a faith that shows no partiality. 

ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

Our world loves to assign status to people. For example, there is first class seating on an airplane, 
platinum credit cards, and front row tickets to an event. When someone is given preferential treat-
ment and elevated above others, entitlement and pride can result. 
 
Unfortunately, this does not just happen in the world but can sometimes happen with people who 
claim they love Christ. James addressed this very problem with his readers and made it clear that 
the outwardly “rich” people should not be given preferential treatment just because of their appear-
ance and/or status. As the rich were given preferential treatment, the poor were being overlooked. 
By doing so, they were unjustly judging the very people they were called to serve. Christ came to 
break down the barriers that divided people and unify them through Himself (Ephesians 2:14–15). 
With this in mind, we also have an obligation to examine if we are demonstrating preferential 
treatment toward anyone or judging them based on wealth. 
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HEAD    What do I know? 

1. Is there anything you learned about God and what the Bible says about partiality? 1 Samuel  
 16:7 says, “The LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance,  
 but the LORD looks at the heart.” What have you learned about outward appearances from  
 James 2 and God’s heart toward judging others?

HEART    How is God moving in my heart?

1. How did God encourage you from James 2:1–13?

2. Is God exposing any sin in your life as you studied these verses? There are several sins we can  
 link to the text, such as selfishness, partiality, favoritism, pride, and love of money. Is God  
 asking you to take a look at any sinful behavior(s) and do something about it? If so, what is  
 He asking you to do?

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How have you been prompted to pray? Write your prayer to the Lord below. 
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HABIT    How is God asking me to live out my faith?

1. Can you think of an example where you often find yourself tempted to treat one person better than  
 another? Explain what happens when this occurs and describe how you can be on guard against it  
 in the future.

2. Do you need to apologize to anyone you have treated with partiality? If so, when and how will you  
 reach out to that person?  

3. If favoritism has crept into your home, friendships, and/or family, how should you address this   

 problem and work toward change?

 

 As you end this week’s lesson, write down a verse that God has impressed upon your heart through- 
 out the week and pray it back to the Lord. 

DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD
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