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They became fast friends during Janet’s sophomore year of college. Even though a year separated 
them, their love for music as well as social interests quickly formed a bond. Being music majors, 
Anna’s and Janet’s paths crossed regularly. They spent a significant amount of time together in the 
classroom as well as parties throughout the week. Despite a busy college schedule, Janet enjoyed 
her social downtime with drinks and friends. 

Towards the end of Janet’s sophomore year, her friendship with Anna began to change. Anna was 
different. Janet couldn’t quite pinpoint the change, but Anna wasn’t interested in doing the things 
they previously did on the weekends. Janet didn’t probe. One day Anna invited Janet to a Cru 
(Campus Crusade for Christ) meeting that met on their college campus. Many of the music majors 
attended the Cru meetings, so Janet went along. Something was stirred in Janet’s heart as the 
conversation turned toward Jesus. 
 
Growing up Catholic, Janet always considered herself a faithful and religious person. She believed 
in God. She even regularly attended Sunday Mass while away at school because she knew it was the 
right thing to do. She was what people would call a “good person” who tried to help others. And yet, 
the meetings she now attended were different from anything she had heard before. 
 
When the Cru music majors decided to start a Bible study, Janet attended. Every Monday night the 
group met in the university library to read and discussed the Bible. Janet looked forward to the meet-
ings each week. She was learning so much, but when the semester ended so did the meetings. It was 
during the beginning of her junior year when she hit a spiri-
tual breaking point. While sitting in a Cru meeting, she 
knew God was asking her to come to Him, repent of her sin, 
and receive His forgiveness. Janet made a decision to 
accept Jesus as her Lord and Savior. 
 
Janet’s life slowly began to change. As she saw her friend 
Anna reading her Bible regularly, Janet followed her 
example. Janet would arrive on campus early each day and 
have time with God in His Word. She was growing in God’s 
truths daily. She continued attending the Catholic church on campus as that was familiar to her. One 
Sunday, during Mass, the priest shared a sermon on tithing. Janet’s heart was pricked again as the 
verses being shared challenged her in a new way. What was God saying about giving back to Him? 
What was He asking her to do?  

That semester her workload was the heaviest it had ever been. She carried 21 credit hours at school 
while being a part of the university marching band.  She taught another marching band 45 minutes 
from campus and worked four hours a week at Kohls. Her bi-weekly paycheck was just $120, and 
her expenses were close to that amount. But as she heard Scripture about tithing, God began to 
speak to her heart. Could she give God from the meager amount of her paycheck? 
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Her faith said yes. She wrote a check trusting God to provide, and He did. It seemed like a small act 
of obedience, yet her actions proved her faith. This was her first step of obedience to God, and yet 
from that day forward she has trusted God in all areas of her life—from finances to family and every-
thing in between. God always rewards obedience even when we, like Janet, do not know the 
outcome. Janet’s giving was the first big step in her faith walk. It wasn’t about giving her resources 
back to God that was most important but rather learning to trust God with the money He would 
provide for her. 

In James 2:14–26 James will examine true, saving faith by explaining what it is and what it isn’t. He 
will use examples of how faith and works must go together. Our faith in Jesus must be a faith that is 
proven by our works which overflow from a heart surrendered to Jesus. Faith and works are not mutu-
ally exclusive. They go together when a genuine, saving faith is present in a person’s life. As James 
will point out, a faith-filled life obeys God and proves itself by its actions, whether small or large, seen 
or unseen. Like Janet, as God pricks our hearts, may we respond in obedience to Him out of a heart 
of faith. May our lives show others the love of the Lord by all that we do. 
 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read James 2:14–26

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1: FAITH—DEAD OR ALIVE? 

James 2:14–19

1. Read James 2:14. Two questions are being asked in this verse. The word faith is used two times
 as well. The second usage of the word faith refers back to the faith James described in the first
 half of the verse. Summarize what James is saying about faith, works, and salvation.

2. Read James 2:14–16. The word profit is in verses 14 and 16. How should our faith be profitable?  



3. Read James 2:15–17. In last week’s lesson we looked at the royal law in James 2:8 which says,  
 “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” How is the royal law not being fulfilled in verses 15–16?

4. The word faith can have a vague meaning. There can be many definitions of faith based on    
 personal opinion, religious teachings, what the world says, and what God says in the Bible. We will  
 use James 2 along with some other verses to find out what the Bible says, but before we do, let’s  
 first consider how others define faith. How might faith be defined by each group below? 

 General definition:
 

 The world’s teaching:
 

 Church tradition/religious instruction:

5. Let’s look at the Biblical definition of faith. Read Hebrews 11:1–3. How is faith described?

6. Read John 14:6 and John 3:16. Who must be the substance of our faith? What does this kind   
 of faith yield? 
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7. Read Romans 10:8–13. Describe faith from these verses. How does this kind of faith lead to   
 salvation?

8. Read James 2:17. How is faith which is not a Biblical saving faith described? What synonyms  
 can be used for this description? 

9. Read James 2:17. James makes it very clear that there is a correlation between faith and works.  
 Look at the word have in verse 17. Saving faith possesses something. What is it? How does one  
 validate the other?

JESUS’ EXAMPLE

In Matthew 25:34–40 Jesus spoke to His disciples about those who had put their faith in Him. 
Notice that those who were saved also did good works. Jesus said this, “Then the King will say to 
those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you 
gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick 
and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ Then the righteous will answer Him, 
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? When did 
we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or when did we see You sick, or 
in prison, and come to You?’ And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, 
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’”

WEEK 5: A FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD  |  63



10. Read Ephesians 2:4–10 and answer the following questions about faith and works:

 a. What did Christ do for the sinner? (v.4–7)

 b. How is the sinner saved? (v.8)

 c. How is salvation NOT obtained? Why? (v.9)

 d. What is one of the reasons we were created? (v.10)

 e. Before God can work through you, He must work in you. Summarize how these verses   
  support this statement by listing what Jesus did for the sinner. (v. 4–10)

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“James did not contradict the Apostle Paul, who insisted that we are saved not of works (Ephesians 
2:9, Titus 3:8). James merely clarifies for us the kind of faith that saves. We are saved by grace 
through faith, not by works; but saving faith will have works that accompany it. As a saying goes: faith 
alone saves, but the faith that saves is not alone; it has good works with it.” (David Guzik, 
blueletterbible.org)
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11. Read the following verses and note what you learn about faith and works and how they exist  
 together.

 John 15:1–5

 Colossians 1:10

 Titus 3:8

12. Read James 2:18–19. James is contrasting two different kinds of faith. What is the contrast?

13. In verse19 James draws attention to the faith of demons. 

 a. What is James saying about the faith of demons and a faith that doesn’t produce works? 

 b. Read Mark 3:10–11. What do the demons believe about God?
 



EXPERIENCE 2: EXAMPLES OF FAITH 

James 2:20–26

1. James now illustrates what saving faith looks like. James 2:20 is similar to 2:17. What does   

 James call the man who thinks faith without works is enough? How is faith without works   

 described again? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. James now uses Abraham to illustrate a saving faith. Read Genesis 22:1–19 and answer   

 the following questions:

 

 a. What does God ask Abraham to do with Isaac?

 b. How does God intervene?

3. Read James 2:21–24 and answer the following questions:

 a. How does Abraham demonstrate his faith in God? (v.21)

 b. What word is used to show that God accepted Abraham’s faith? (v.21)

 c. How was Abraham’s faith shown to be a saving faith (perfect/complete)? (v.22)
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 d. How did Abraham’s faith prove he had a genuine relationship with God? (v.23–24)
 
 
 
 
 
4. Read James 2:25 for the last illustration of a saving faith. To familiarize yourself with Rahab,   
 read Joshua 2:1–21 and answer the following questions:

 a. What does Rahab declare in Joshua 2:11 about her faith?

 b. What does Rahab do in Joshua 2:21 to demonstrate her faith?
 

 
 c. How does James summarize Rahab’s saving faith?

5. Read James 2:26. 1 Thessalonians 5:23 tells us that when God created men and women, He   
 gave each person a body, a soul, and a spirit. James makes a comparison between a body   
 without a spirit and faith without works. What is the comparison? What is James' concluding   
 point?

6. Based on what you learned in James 2:14–26, contrast the motivations for works with a   

 saving faith and a works-based faith? How does one bring freedom and the other bondage? 
 

 

 



DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“We will confuse ourselves in seeking to understand what James means by this comparison [of faith 
and works], if we introduce words describing the relationship between body and spirit: if we say, for 
example, that the spirit animates the body, and then try to discover how works might be thought to 
animate faith. We ought to start rather with the fact that unity of body and spirit is required for life, 
and so also there must be unity of faith and works. They must belong together in a living Christian 
experience.” (J.A. Motyer, The Message of James, p. 110)   

 

ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

When a believer has genuine saving faith, their faith will not stand alone; it will be accompanied 
by good deeds. Just like we would expect cola to come out of a can labeled “Pepsi,” works should 
come forth from a person who claims to be a “Christian.” The works which are done prove there is 
a saving faith present but are never to be confused as a requirement for salvation. The thief on the 
cross is a good example of this. As we learned, faith is given and received by grace alone 
(Ephesians 2:8). If there is a saving faith, there should be demonstrable Christ-like behaviors that 
accompany what the Christian professes. My (Brenda) dad often would ask my brother and me, “If 
you were put on trial for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?” There 
should be works that accompany our faith. Let’s take some time to examine how we are demon-
strating our faith in the day-to-day activities of life. 
 
HEAD  What do I know? 

1. What do you believe about the correlation between faith and works? Have you been taught   
 that each can stand alone?

2. What have you learned from studying James 2:14–26 this week that has challenged or   
 expanded what you believed in the past about faith and works? 
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HEART     How is God moving in my heart?

1. How did God encourage you in James 2:14–26? 

2. James 2:17 says, “Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” James is saying   
 if we don’t demonstrate our faith, we have a lifeless and dead faith. If we have a living faith,   
 we must do something with it. Does this convict you? Why or why not? Explain. 

 
 
 
 

3. How have you been prompted to pray? Write your prayer to the Lord below. 

HABIT    How is God asking me to live out my faith?

1. If you were put on trial for being a Christian in your state’s courthouse, would there be   
 enough evidence to convict you? What would the primary evidence be and what does it   
 prove? 

 
 
 
 
 



DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

 As you end this week’s lesson, write down a verse that God has impressed upon your heart through- 
 out the week and pray it back to the Lord. 

 

2. How do you tell the difference between works that come from your love for God and works that  
 don’t?  

3. When you have sensed God asking you to demonstrate your faith by doing something, how have  
 you responded? Was this easy or difficult? Explain.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. When you think of faith and good works being expressed well in someone, is there a person who  
 comes to mind? What is it about their example of good deeds that demonstrates their faith and  
 trust in Christ? Is there something in their example worth following?
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