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Christians Arlington Cemetery Tomb Soldiers  

Who are they? 
Individuals who have committed their life to 
following Jesus Christ and His teachings 
found in the Bible.  They represent Christ, 
who gave His life (the ultimate sacrifice) so 
that mankind could be forgiven their sin and 
restored to God. 
“You therefore must endure, hardship as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 2 Tim 2:3 
 

Who are they? 
US Army Soldiers (from 3rd US Infantry 
Regiment – The Old Guard). They guard the 
Tomb of The Unknown Soldier.  They serve to 
honor those who gave their life and identity 
(the ultimate sacrifice) while fighting for our 
nation’s freedom. The soldiers guard The 
Unknown(s) so they are never forgotten and 
rest with dignity and honor. 

What is their duty? 
1. Persevering through trials because of 

their faith 
James 1:2-3 “Count it all joy when you fall 
into various trials, knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces patience.” 

What is their duty? 
1. Persevering through trials 

They walk through hurricanes, bitter 
snowstorms, sweltering heat, dark nights, 
early mornings, and with or without an 
audience. No matter what they sacrifice, it is 
never as much as what The Unknown(s) have 
sacrificed. 
 

2. Doing good works which stems from 
their faith in Jesus. 

James 2:17 “Thus also faith by itself, if it does 
not have works, is dead.” 

2. Doing good works  
Great personal sacrifice accompanies their 
training, testing, inspections, long hours, 
extreme weather and their commitment to 
honoring the tomb for life with their actions. 
 

3. Control what they say to honor Christ  
James 3:6 “…The tongue is so set among our 
members that it defiles the whole body.” 
James 3:10 “Out of the same mouth proceed 
blessing and cursing.  My brethren, these 
things ought not be so.” 
 

3. Control what they say 
A sentinel can have his pin revoked if they 
bring disgrace or dishonor upon the Tomb. 
They are typically silent when on duty before 
the Tomb. Their walk speaks louder than 
their words. 

4. Be humble  
James 4:6 “God resists the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.” 
James 4:10 “Humble yourselves in the sight 
of the Lord, and He will lift you up.” 
 

4. Be humble 
The sentinel does not wear any rank insignia, 
which ensures the guard is junior in rank to 
whoever is buried in the tomb.  

5. Be prayerful 
James 5:13 “Is any among you suffering?  Let 
him pray…” 
 
 

5. Be prayerful 
U.S. Army Specialist, Steven Carr said, 
“During initial training, in the middle of the 
night, I spent a lot of those hours praying 
while practicing to ‘walk.’” 

 


