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“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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“But the angel answered and said to the women,
‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek

Jesus who was crucified. He is not here;
For He is risen, as He said. 

Come, see the place where the Lord lay.’” 
Matthew 28:5–6
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In 2006 Stacy and Brenda were separately called by the Lord to begin ministering 
to women. Stacy began teaching a Thursday morning Bible study for women at 
her home church, Calvary Chapel Chester Springs. Each Thursday the ladies met 
for a Bible teaching and a small group discussion. Meanwhile, Brenda began a 
traveling teaching ministry called Life Applications Ministries. Their paths would 
not cross for two more years. What they did not know was God would form a 
partnership to fulfill both of their callings, together, in a way neither of them 
would have foreseen. God was laying the groundwork for the Delighting in the 
Lord Ministry.

In 2008 Stacy asked Brenda to join the Thursday Bible study as a small group 
leader. The small group leaders helped with the teaching load, and this became 
the first year that Stacy and Brenda ministered together.

For the next two years, Brenda and Stacy taught the women who gathered on 
Thursday mornings using Bible study materials from other Calvary Chapel 
churches and authors. In 2010 Stacy was diagnosed with invasive breast cancer, 
and Brenda became more hands-on in the women’s ministry. It was during that 
year that God planted the writing seeds in Stacy’s and Brenda’s hearts. Sensing 
the Lord’s direction to study the book of Matthew the following year, Brenda and 
Stacy searched for a women’s Bible study on Matthew. They found nothing that 
covered the whole book in a verse-by-verse format with an emphasis on life 
applications. As Stacy prayed seeking God’s direction, God continued speaking to 
her heart, telling her to “write the study.” With much fear and trepidation, Stacy 
shared this with Brenda who also began diligently praying for God’s direction. As 
Brenda sought the Lord, He gave her the READ format vision, and then He gave 
them both Psalm 27:4 which became their ministry verse and foundation: 

“The one thing I ask of the Lord, the thing I seek most, is to live in the house of 
the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s perfections, and meditating 
in His temple.” (NLT) 

ABOUT THE DELIGHTING IN THE LORD MINISTRY
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“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4

About the Delighting in the Lord Ministry



After much prayer and with the faith to believe that since God called them He would 
equip them, the Delighting in the Lord Bible Study Series was birthed that year.

2011 was spent studying and writing “Delighting in the King,” a women’s Bible study 
on the book of Matthew. God brought many key people to support the work including 
Pastor Chris Swansen, who read every page of the study for Biblical accuracy. Seeing 
the need, God also touched the hearts of two women, Carinna LaRocco and Joan 
Purdy, who became our copy editors. They review our written words and make sure our 
studies are without writing errors. He also provided a graphic designer, Melissa Bereda. 
She has designed all of the logos, covers, and interior pages. Each person God brought 
to partner with Stacy and Brenda in this ministry has answered God’s call on their life 
to use their gifts for God’s glory.

The next year, upon suggestion from the ladies attending the Thursday morning study, 
the teaching sessions were video recorded, and the church began putting all the 
materials online. These teaching videos are available at www.delightinginthelord.com. 
Since then, God has used Brenda and Stacy to teach His Word, both in written and 
spoken form, to the women who gather together on Thursday mornings as well as to 
women online, individuals, and those in other study groups and churches.

What began as a simple “Yes, God” became a ministry that teaches God’s Word to 
women, drawing out His truths and life applications. They are simply two women who 
love Jesus with their whole hearts and lives. They have experienced the power of the 
cross in their own lives and want to tell others of the saving power and grace of Jesus, 
so others can live a life of peace and joy in the midst of life’s chaos. Even more, so that 
others can live with hope, knowing their eternal home with Jesus awaits. They are 
humbled hearing testimonies of God’s transforming work of the Holy Spirit as women 
have used these studies to delve into God’s Word.
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ADDITIONAL STUDIES IN THE
DELIGHTING IN THE LORD BIBLE STUDY SERIES

Each verse-by-verse study is inductive and deductive with
life application emphasis following the READ format:
Receiving God’s word, Experiencing God’s word,

Acting on God’s word, and Delighting in God’s word.

Delighting in God, His Righteousness and Perfect Plan: Romans

Delighting in Being a Child of God: 1, 2 & 3 John

Delighting in God’s Will and His Provision: Jonah & Nahum

Delighting in the Redeemer, a Love Story: Ruth

Delighting in God’s Heart: A study on the Life of David through                                                   
1 & 2 Samuel and the Psalms

Delighting in The Holy Spirit: Acts

Delighting in Being a Woman of God: Esther

Delighting in a Life Lived for God: 1 Peter (Amazon 2020)

Delighting in a Life of Triumph: A study on the life of Joseph
from Genesis 37–50 (Amazon)

Delighting in God’s Wisdom: Proverbs (Amazon)

Delighting in the King of Kings: Matthew Volume 1: Chapters 1–9 (Amazon)

Delighting in the King of Kings: Matthew Volume 2: Chapters 10–20 (Amazon)

For additional information about the ministry, please go to: 
www.delightinginthelord.com.

All studies and videos of corresponding teachings are available at:
www.cc-chestersprings.com/DITL.

A few of the studies are available for purchase on Amazon.com (see above).
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The book of Matthew will forever remain dear to Stacy and me (Brenda). In 2011 God 
called us to write a Bible study on the book of Matthew, and in answer to God’s call, we 
wrote our very first Bible study, Delighting in the King: A Study on the Book of Matthew. 
We were brand new Bible study authors at the time, and often the study pages were 
completed just weeks prior to putting them into the hands of the women attending the 
Thursday morning study at Calvary Chapel Chester Springs in PA. It was a giant 
undertaking. Now we can look back in amazement at how God equipped us to do the 
work He was calling us to do. We truly had no idea the journey we were embarking 
upon! Eight years later and many other studies written, we felt the Lord call us to revise 
our first study on the book of Matthew. It is with great joy we share this updated version 
with you.

“The Gospel According to Matthew” is the first of the four gospels in the New Testament. 
It was written by a Jewish tax collector named Matthew who was one of Jesus’ disciples. 
He wrote his account about Jesus’ life and works in the hope other Jews would recognize 
their Messiah had come. Jesus had fulfilled all the prophecies that were recorded for them 
in the Old Testament. Curiously, you will not find one spoken word by Matthew recorded 
in any of the four Gospels; yet, his written words in the book of Matthew speak loud and 
clear. His objective was not to be known himself but to point others to The One more 
important than him, Jesus Christ, the Messiah.

This study is broken apart into three volumes. This volume includes chapters 21–28 
which covers Jesus’ final entry into Jerusalem where He continues to encounter difficulty 
with the Jewish leadership. They are setting in motion their plan to kill Him. Jesus, 
knowing this, taught His disciples plainly about what was to come on earth and in His 
kingdom. 

As the book of Matthew draws to a close, we will follow Jesus’ final days before His 
death, burial, and resurrection. Precious events like Mary’s anointing and the last supper 
with His disciples will be recounted as well as the nighttime prayers Jesus offers to His 
Father asking to spare Him from death. Jesus will be beaten, spit upon, mocked, scourged, 
and eventually crucified. The sinless God-man will be executed like a criminal on our 
behalf. These are emotional chapters. Love and hatred. Loyalty and betrayal. Despair. 
Death.

And just when all hope looked lost, Sunday morning’s early light dawned to reveal the 
truth of what Jesus had foretold; He was alive. Death had not kept Him in the grave, but 
rather He arose victorious over the grave! The tomb was empty! Jesus will appear to 
many, speaking and eating with them. It was a time of great rejoicing. 

INTRODUCTION
DELIGHTING IN THE KING OF KINGS

A Study on the Book of Matthew 
 Volume 3: Chapters 21–28

11 Introduction



The book of Matthew will conclude with the disciples being commissioned to tell everyone what 
they have learned from Jesus. They are to go forth and make disciples throughout the world, 
sharing the truth of what they knew about Jesus Christ. 

Whether you are a first-time Bible study participant or you have been studying the Bible for 
years, the book of Matthew inspires new learning for all of us. Take the time to sit and read the 
words recorded about the unparalleled life of Jesus Christ. Think about how His life changed not 
only the lives of the Jewish readers over 2,000 years ago but also your life today as a woman 
seeking to know her Savior better. From the first cries of the baby Jesus to the cry He will call out 
from upon the cross, Jesus came for all of us. He came to save mankind from their suffering and 
their sins. There is none like Him, Jesus Christ, the King of Kings.

AUTHOR
Matthew, also known as Levi, the son of Alpheus, was Jewish. He was a tax collector who 
belonged to the class of people most bitterly hated by the Jews. A tax collector was considered 
a Roman employee and seen as working for the enemy of Jerusalem. No Jew wanted to be 
associated with a tax collector, but God chose Matthew to not only be one of His disciples but 
also to be a Gospel writer. Additionally, as a tax collector, a portion of Matthew’s life was spent 
managing money. It is not surprising that he references coins several times as he pens the book 
(Matthew 17:24, 27 and Matthew 18:24). Yet, interestingly, he omits two parables about tax 
collectors which the Gospel of Luke includes (Luke 18, 19).

PURPOSE
As the first book in the New Testament, Matthew links the Old Testament with the New 
Testament. Matthew’s primary goal is to prove how Jesus fulfills the Old Testament prophecies 
and is the Jews’ long-awaited Messiah.

DATE 
Approximately 50 A.D. (as early as 37 A.D. but most likely before 70 A.D.)

WEEKLY WRITTEN LESSONS
This three-volume study on Matthew is a verse-by-verse expository approach to studying the 
Bible. The first volume contains chapters 1–9, the second volume examines chapters 10–20, 
and the third covers chapters 21–28.

Each week you will only go through the R.E.A.D. format once in your homework. You may 
choose to do the homework in one sitting or in many; it is totally up to you. You should plan to 
spend 60–90 minutes to complete the whole week’s study. We highly encourage you to spend 
the time in God’s Word answering these questions and digging into the text for yourself. You 
will find that your time investment will be given back to you deeply for your spiritual growth.

When you see this scroll symbol next to a question, it is an indicator that the question includes 
prophecy about the Messiah and how Jesus fulfilled that prophecy. Since this was one of the 
primary reasons Matthew wrote this Gospel, we felt it was important for these questions to 
stand out from the rest with a special marking.
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R

E

A

D

   

 RECEIVING God’s Word
 1. Open in Prayer: Before reading God’s word, you need to prepare your heart to receive  
  from Him what He has for you.
  • During this time of prayer, confess any sin that may be present in your life.
  • Ask God to open “the eyes of your heart” (Eph 1:18) so you can hear from Him what  
   He wants to communicate to you.
  • Thank Him in advance for what He will do!
 2. Receiving: Read the scripture text given.

 EXPERIENCING God’s Word
 This is where you will dive into the Bible and the daily chapter/verses. You’ll be answering  
 questions that lead you through the text by first observing the details and then focusing on  
 the connections within the text to the bigger picture. At other times, you may be investigat- 
 ing  other verses from the whole counsel of God and then drawing some Biblical conclusions  
 from what you have read. There may be several “experiences” drawn from the text.

 ACTING on God’s Word 

 In this part of the study you will be applying these verses to your life. We read in Hebrews  
 4:12 that God’s word is “living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,   
 piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of  
 the  thoughts and intents of the heart.” Therefore, as you are studying, God will be speaking  
 to your heart and life. We will be encouraging you to look at applications, but God may have  
 other things He is speaking to your heart. We pray you hear directly from Him. As you listen  
 to the Lord speak to your heart, may He show you what steps He desires you take as you 
 walk out your faith in Him.

 DELIGHTING in God’s Word
 In this final section you will reflect upon what you have learned and offer up your praise and  
 thanksgiving to the Lord. As you close out your daily time, may you truly find that He is the  
 delight of your heart! He fills like no other and nothing else can. And as you “delight your- 
 self  in the LORD” He will give you the desires of your heart (Psalm 37:4), because after  
 studying His word, your desires and His should be the same. Through your time in God’s  
 word, may you grow more and more into His image. You will be asked to record a verse (or as  
 many as you want!) that stood out to you from the text and then memorize it if you so  
 desire. 

The format for this study follows the acronym READ: Read the Bible.

FORMAT: “READ” THE BIBLE

13 READ format
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If you have never accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior but desire to take that step of faith, 
all you need to do is:

Recognize that God loves you!
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.” (Romans 5:8)

Admit you are a sinner.
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23)

"As it is written: 'There is none righteous, no, not one;’ ” (Romans 3:10)

Recognize Jesus Christ as being God's only remedy for sin.
"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
(Romans 6:23)

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to 
those who believe in His name:” (John 1:12)

“For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures.” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

Receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior!
"If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9)
 
Prayer is simply “talking with God.” Right now, go to God in prayer and ask Christ to be 
your Savior. You might pray something like this:

"Lord Jesus, I need You. I confess that I am a sinner and that You paid the penalty for my sin 
through Your death on the cross. I believe that You died for my sins and were raised from 
the dead. I ask You to come into my heart, take control of my life, and make me the kind of 
person that You want me to be. Thank You for coming into my life as You promised." Amen.

If you have prayed to accept Christ as your Savior, please tell someone today! Share this exciting 
news with a close Christian friend, your small group leader, or your pastor. They will be thrilled to 
encourage you in your faith and your decision to follow Jesus!

DELIGHTING IN MY SALVATION
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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, author of the Sherlock Holmes series, shared an interesting 
tale which was published in Preaching.com. Doyle had traveled to France and was 
surprised by the deduction skills of an observant taxi driver who concluded his 
identity without Doyle ever stating his name.
 
As he [Doyle] tells it, he was waiting for a taxi outside the railway station in Paris. 
An accommodating taxi driver drove up, put his suitcase in, and got in himself. As he 
was about to tell the taxi driver where to go, the driver said, “Where can I take you 
Mr. Doyle?” Doyle was astounded. He asked the driver if he recognized him by sight. 
The driver said, “No sir, I have never seen you.” Puzzled, Doyle asked how the driver 
knew he was Conan Doyle. The driver responded, “This morning’s paper had a story 
that you were on vacation in Marseilles. This is the taxi-stand where people who 
return from Marseilles always wait. Your skin color tells me you were on vacation. 
The ink-spot on your right index finger suggests to me that you are a writer. Your 
clothing is English, not French. Adding up all those pieces of information, I deduce 
that you are Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.” Doyle exclaimed, “This is truly amazing. You 
are a real-life counterpart to my fictional character, Sherlock Holmes.” “There is one 
other thing,” the driver said. “What’s that?” Doyle asked. “Your name is on the front 
of your suitcase.” (Nelson Price, Preaching.com)

This lighthearted account has a more somber significance when read in conjunction 
with Matthew chapter 21. 

Jesus had arrived in the city of Jerusalem after three years of ministry in the 
surrounding areas. It was the week before Passover, and it was estimated there may 
have been nearly 2 million people in Jerusalem at that time. Some of those people had 
properly deduced Jesus was the Christ, their long-awaited Messiah, much like the taxi 
driver deduced Doyle’s identity. They recognized that Jesus perfectly fulfilled proph-
ecy. He had opened the eyes of the blind, healed the sick, cast out demons, and even 
resurrected Lazarus from the dead. His teachings were like nothing the people had 
ever heard before, and He spoke with authority about the kingdom of heaven. For 
many, it was simple to see that Jesus was the Son of God, the Messiah.

15 Week 1: The King Enters; Judgment Is Rendered
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Having seen the same telltale signs that Christ had come, others deduced incorrectly. They 
decided that Jesus was “the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee” who was riding into Jerusalem 
to save them from their political oppression. As they cried, “Hosanna,” which means “save 
now,” they supported Him as a Savior but did not recognize He had come to save them from 
their sins and eternal separation from God. 

And then there were those in the crowd who watched Jesus arrive in Jerusalem with evil 
intentions in mind. They had rejected Him outright even though the evidence of His identity 
was before them. They could not accept Jesus was their Messiah because He did not fit their 
expectations. After three years of being witnesses to all He had said and done, they did not 
believe upon Him. They had lived too long in apathy toward God and refused to see Jesus for 
who He was. They feared His growing popularity and wanted to kill Him. Because they 
refused to acknowledge Jesus’ identity, He rendered judgment upon them several times in 
Matthew 21. 

Not much has changed in over 2,000 years. We too must make a deduction based on the 
evidence that is set before us. Will we reject Him, decide He was just another good prophet, or 
will we correctly identify He is our Lord and Savior and believe He came to save us from our 
sins? Our decision will render a judgment. May we carefully weigh the evidence because our 
deduction has eternal consequences. 

RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Matthew 21

16
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Experience 1: Matthew 21:1–11

1.  Read Matthew 21:1. Jesus is standing on the Mount of Olives overlooking   
  Jerusalem in Bethphage. The Greek meaning of Bethphage is “house of unripe   
  figs.” The fig tree in Scripture represents Israel. Throughout our study of Mat-  
  thew, how have the Jewish people been like a house of unripe figs, and why is   
  this significant?

2.  Read Matthew 21:2–3. Describe in your own words the instructions Jesus gives   
  His disciples. How does this demonstrate His omniscience?

3.  Read Matthew 21:4–5. These verses quote prophecy from Zechariah 9:9 which  
  says, 

  “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
  Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
  Behold your King is coming to you; 
  He is just and having salvation, 
  Lowly and riding on a donkey, 
  A colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

Week 1: The King Enters; Judgment Is Rendered
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  Circle the words from Zechariah 9:9 that are not in Matthew 21:5. What is   
  missing and why?

4.  Compare Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem in Matthew 21:4–5 with Jesus’    
  entrance in Revelation 19:11–16. How are they different and why? 

5.  In Matthew 21:6–8 clothes are laid on the donkey and the ground as Jesus enters  
  Jerusalem. Read 2 Kings 9:13. What do you learn about the significance of this  
  act? Why did the people place palm branches before Jesus based on what you   
  learned?

6.  Read Matthew 21:9. As Jesus enters Jerusalem, the crowd shouts adulations at  
  Him, echoing Psalm 118:25–26. The word “Hosanna” means “save now.” How  
  does the crowd affirm through their cries that Jesus is the Messiah? 

18Delighting in the King of Kings



         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

 a.  Read Matthew 27:22–23. How will the crowd’s praises change during  
   the week ahead?

7.  Read Matthew 21:10–11. How does the multitude’s description of Jesus in  
  these verses demonstrate their lack of understanding of who He truly is? 

Experience 2: Matthew 20:12–22

1. Immediately after entering Jerusalem, Jesus goes to the temple, the center of  
 Jewish worship. Read Matthew 21:12. Describe what Jesus finds in the   
 temple and how He responds.

2. Read Matthew 21:13. In Jesus’ indignation toward the money changers, He  
 quotes Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:8–11. Why is Jesus so angry?
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3. Read Psalm 4:4. How did Jesus keep this verse even though He was angry?
 

4. Read Matthew 21:14–17. In these verses the chief priests and scribes become   
 indignant with Jesus. Explain why they are irritated with the people’s praise   
 toward Jesus.

  
 
 a. Once again, Jesus quotes Scripture in response to the scribes and chief   
  priests. Read Psalm 8:2. What part of the verse did Jesus leave out? 

 b. How were the praises of the lame and sick who were healed used to   
  silence the religious elite based on Matthew 21:14–17 and Psalm 8:2? 
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 c. From Matthew 21:14–17, who is being implied as an “enemy” based on  
  Jesus’ use of Psalm 8:2? 

5. The next morning, Jesus enters Jerusalem again. Read Matthew 21:18–19.  
 Why does Jesus look at the fig tree? 

 a. What does Jesus find on the fig tree? What doesn’t He find that should  
  have been there in verse 19? Does the fig tree satisfy Jesus? Explain.

 b. How does Jesus curse the fig tree in Matthew 21:19? How is Jesus’ curse  
  on the fig tree symbolic for Israel? Read Luke 3:8–9 for further under- 
  standing.  
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6. In Matthew 21:20–21 the disciples marveled at the quick death of the fig tree and  
 asked Jesus for an explanation. Jesus responds in verses 21–22 by pointing His   
 disciples to faith and prayer. From these verses, how did Israel and the disciples lack  
 faith? 

 a. Explain the point Jesus was making about the fig tree, faith, and prayer in   
  verses 18–22. 

7. How does the cursing of the fig tree and the cleansing of the temple differ from  
 Jesus’ typical way of ministering to the Jewish people?

Experience 3: Matthew 21:23–46

1. Read Matthew 21:23. The chief priests and the elders approach Jesus as He is
 teaching and question Him. What do they want to know?

2. How does Jesus wisely respond to the question from the Jewish leadership in verse  
 24? 

22Delighting in the King of Kings



         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

3. Read Matthew 21:25–27 and answer the following questions:

 a. What question does Jesus ask the Jewish leadership? (v. 25)

 b. Why is this question difficult to answer? (v. 25–26)

 c. How does their answer demonstrate their unbelief and spiritual short- 
  sightedness? (v. 27) 

 d. Consider why Jesus did not give the Jewish leadership an answer to their  
  question and tie your answer back to what you have learned so far in  
  Matthew 21.

4. Read Matthew 21:28–30. In the parable Jesus explains two sons are com- 
 manded to go into the vineyard and work. Describe how the two sons   
 respond and circle which son is demonstrating faith and obedience to the  
 father.
 
 Son #1 (Believing Gentile)

 Son #2 (Unbelieving Jew)
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5. Read Matthew 21:31–32. Based on what Jesus was saying, what did the harlots  
 and tax collectors have that the Jewish leadership did not? 

6. Jesus gives another parable in Matthew 21:33–44. Read verse 33. Describe the   
 care the landowner used in planting a vineyard. 

 a. From verse 33, what did he do with the vineyard after he established it? 

7. Read Matthew 21:34–36. The vinedressers are the people who are left to care   
 for the vineyard. When harvest time comes, how do the vinedressers treat the   
 servants who have come to assist them? 

Many prophets in the Old Testament were sent to instruct Israel, and they were often treated poorly. 
Jeremiah was beaten, Isaiah was killed, and Zechariah was stoned to death. (Brenda Harris) 

8. Read Matthew 21:37–39. The landowner sends his son to the vinedressers with  
 an expectation. How is the expectation not met?
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9. Read Matthew 21:40–41. How does the Jewish leadership respond to Jesus’  
 question based on the parable’s example and bring condemnation upon   
 themselves?

10. Based on what you learned in Matthew 21:33–41, describe who or what each  
 of the following represents in the parable:

 • The landowner

 • The vineyard

 • The vinedresser

 • The servants

 • The son

 • The inheritance

11. Read Matthew 21:42–44. Jesus is quoting Psalm 118:22 in verse 42 to respond  
 to the chief priests and elders. Their response confirmed prophecy. Jesus’  
 response identifies two nations, shows two responses, and gives two results.  
 What are they? Fill in the chart below.

Nation                 Response to Jesus       Result of their decision
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“Christ is the Stone of salvation; He is also the Stone of judgment. The Jews stumbled over Him and were 
broken (Isaiah 8:14). Some day He will come again, as the Stone falling on the image of Gentile power to grind 
it to powder (Daniel 2:34–35).” (Matthew: An Ironside Exposition Commentary by H.A. Ironside, pg. 179)

12. Read Matthew 21:45–46. Describe the reaction of the Jewish leaders to Jesus’   
 parable. 

13. Write a short description of Jesus as the King of Kings from what you learned in this  
 chapter.

ACTING on God’s Word
Throughout the book of Matthew, we have seen people respond to Jesus as Messiah and 
King. Some people accepted Him and all that He offered, some followed Him with their 
curiosity pricked and desired to learn more, and some flat out rejected Him as Messiah 
while also rejecting His teachings. Included in these people groups were the Jews, the 
Gentiles, and the Jewish religious elites. In Matthew 21 Jesus entered Jerusalem according 
to God’s timetable to proclaim His Kingship to the nation of Israel. Unfortunately, the 
nation as a whole didn’t accept their King, and as a result, Jesus would pronounce judg-
ment on their hardened hearts. 

We can be guilty of the very sin seen in the Jewish leaders; our ears don’t receive instruc-
tion, our eyes don’t believe what we see, and our prideful, self-righteous hearts can be dull 
to the things of God. Our unbelief robs us of God’s blessings too and consequences will 
result. Jesus is looking for faith that hears Him, sees Him, and accepts Him. It is that kind 
of faith that produces fruit and characterizes a fruitful life lived for Him. Let’s see what we 
can apply to our lives from Matthew 21. 
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1. Hailing Jesus as King—Matthew 21:1–11

 As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the multitudes hailed Him as King and   
 proclaimed His majesty, power, and authority. Their words were filled with  
 praise as the city shook in response to His presence. Describe the last time  
 you witnessed Jesus’ majesty, power, and authority in your life and were  
 shaken by His presence. Did you recognize Him? How did you praise Him for  
 moving in your life in such a powerful way? Explain. 

2. Temple Cleansing—Matthew 21:12–17

 As Jesus entered the place of worship, it had become polluted and unholy.  
 The Jews were seeking personal gain, robbing God, and excusing it. Has your  
 heart, the temple of God, become polluted and unholy in any way? Have you  
 held anything back from God that He is asking you to give? Explain. Take a  
 moment before the Lord to confess your sin and ask for His forgiveness. 

         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

27 Week 1: The King Enters; Judgment Is Rendered



         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

28

3. Leaves and No Fruit—Matthew 21:18–22

 When Jesus saw the fig tree, He saw leaves but no fruit. The tree was unproductive  
 and rendered useless. Describe the condition of your personal tree (life) in Christ. 

4. Authority Questioned—Matthew 21:23–27

 The religious leaders did not believe John the Baptist when he called for repen - 
 tance, and they didn’t believe Jesus either. Do you struggle with unbelief? When  
 Jesus allows certain things in your life, do you question His authority and push  
 against Him, or do you trust Him without question? Explain. 

5. Obedience/Disobedience and Repentance/Unrepentance—Matthew 21:28–46

 Jesus gave two parables about man’s heart; the soft heart that receives and obeys,  
 bearing much fruit, and the hard heart that disobeys God and goes its own way.  
 This way ultimately leads to destruction. We need to heed God’s caution for   
 ourselves. Be honest about your heart’s condition. Are there areas in your life where  
 you are walking in disobedience to God and going against His direction? Explain. 

Delighting in the King of Kings



 a. If your heart is soft to the things of God, describe your most recent act of  
  obedience and the fruit that resulted. 

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From Matthew 21, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer
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WEEK 2
THE KING AND HIS CRITICS

Matthew 22

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4

One of my family’s favorite animated movies is Ratatouille. There is a character in the movie 
named Anton Ego. Ego, as he is called, is a food critic. He is passionate about food and will 
only swallow that which is fine tasting, hence his extremely slim build. He is a highly educated 
man in the culinary arts who boasts of his knowledge and refined palate. He is intelligent and 
sophisticated, highly confident in his ability, and has gained prestige throughout the restaurant 
community in Paris. As his name Ego implies, he is self-centered and domineering with great 
contempt for the people around him who don’t share his fine expertise. With a biting tone and 
critical spirit, he knows his food reviews will make or break a restaurant.

The movie centers around a restaurant named Gusteau’s. Gusteau believed that anyone 
could cook and was not shy to make his idealist belief known; a belief Anton Ego firmly 
rejected. With one review, Ego compared Chef Gusteau to Chef Boyardee, greatly hurting the 
restaurant’s reputation. A rat secretly becomes the chef—I know crazy, but it’s just a 
movie—and as the restaurant gains popularity, Ego challenges the restaurant to deliver their 
“best shot” to impress him. Ratatouille is served, and Ego is won over. A changed man, he 
explains, “Anyone can cook!” The city’s most feared and harshest critic is now a believer in 
culinary impossibilities—even a rat becoming an expert chef!

How easy it is to play the critic. I think if we are honest, we’ve all fallen into that trap. 
Wanting to elevate our ideals or perspective, we put others down and challenge their view-
point and character. It can cause great division in relationships. Criticism comes from the 
place of superiority, as we saw with Ego, and wanting to be right. Often the quest for right-
ness causes us to miss the potential for personal growth and new perspectives. Even worse, as 
is the case in Matthew 22, the critical spirit caused the Jewish leadership to miss the opportu-
nity for a changed life. If only the critics had softened their hearts and believed Jesus was their 
Messiah. Their history could have been much different.

In Matthew 22 we will see three Jewish leadership groups criticize and challenge Jesus. 
Resolute in their opinion and position, they tried to trick and entangle Jesus. With evil intent, 
they questioned Him about paying taxes to Caesar, truths of marriage in the resurrection, and 
lastly, which commandment is the greatest. Each time Jesus silenced His critics. The chapter 
will end with Jesus posing a question back to the Pharisees about the identity of the Messiah. 
He shows them that they have missed the Savior of the World because of their prideful, 
critical spirit.
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E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Oh, that we wouldn’t let our ego get in the way of our relationship with Jesus, missing 
out on spiritual blessings and truths. May this chapter teach us of the trap of self-
righteousness and criticism and show us that a critical spirit is detrimental and divisive. 
This will be the last conversation Jesus will have with His critics.

RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Matthew 22

Experience 1: Matthew 22:1–22

1. Jesus continues addressing the Jewish leaders with another parable. Read  
 Matthew 22:1–3. What comparison is being made, and what problem occurs?

Fill in the chart below from Matthew 22:1–3.

 Parable Points               Who/What does it represent?

 King (verse 2) 

 Son (verse 2) 

 Marriage (verse 2) 

 Invitation (verse 3) 

 Those not willing to come (verse 3) 
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2. Read Matthew 22:4–6. A second offer occurs. Describe this offer and the   
 people’s response.

 a. There is a time shift that happens between verses 3 and 4 in Matthew 22.   
  Verse 4 begins with the word “again.” We know from Matthew 10:5–15 that  
  Jesus sent His disciples out to the Jews to tell them the kingdom of heaven   
  was at hand. Throughout Matthew, the Jewish people have rejected Jesus.   
  Read Acts 3:17–21. How does this invitation, which occurred after Jesus’   
  death and resurrection, coincide with Jesus’ words in Matthew 22:4–6? Who  
  is the servant, and who are being invited again? 

3. Read Matthew 22:7–10. In verse 7 Jesus is foreshadowing the destruction of   
 Jerusalem in 70 A.D. At that time Jerusalem would be burned, and the Jewish   
 people would be scattered. A third invitation is given. How is the invitation   
 given, and who is invited?

 a. Read Romans 11:11–12 and 25. Since the Jew’s rejected the gospel, who is it  
  available to?
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4. Read Matthew 22:11–12. When the king arrived, what did he notice about  
 one of the guests, and when questioned, how did the guest respond?

5. Read Revelation 3:18 and 19:7–8. How are the guests clothed at the wedding  
 ceremony? Describe the wedding garments.

 a. Read Romans 3:21–26. How do we receive the righteousness of Christ  
  and wear His acceptable clothing?

6. Read Matthew 22:13. What did the king do to this man, and what does this  
 represent?

7. In verse 14 it says, “For many are called, but few are chosen.” The Greek  
 word for “called” is “kletos.” It means “invited.” Based on this definition and  
 what you learned in this parable, what did Jesus mean by saying this?
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8. Read Matthew 22:15–17. Two groups of people form an alliance to try and snare  
 Jesus. Who are they, and what is their tactic?

 a. In verse 17, what question do they ask Jesus as a way of trapping Him?

“The Herodians constituted a pro-Roman party in Jewry, who were venal and corrupt and thoroughly worldly-
minded. These joined with the professed pious Pharisees and came tempting Jesus.” (Matthew: An Ironside 
Expository Commentary, by H.A. Ironside, pg.186–187.)

9. Notice in verse 17 the word “pay” is used, and in Jesus’ response in verse 21 the  
 word “render” is used. Why is this significant with Jesus’ response?

10. Read Matthew 22:18–22. How did Jesus wisely answer their question and escape  
 their trap?
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11. Read Romans 13:1–7. When we submit to our political authorities    
 (paying taxes), who are we ultimately submitting to according to this verse?

Experience 2: Matthew 22:23–46

1. The Sadducees were a religious group who did not believe in life after death or   
 the resurrection, and they only accepted the first five books of Moses as    
 applicable to their life. The Sadducees come to Jesus in Matthew 22:23–28   
 and question Him about the law of the levirate marriage found in the Old   
 Testament. Read these verses. What do they ask Jesus?

2. Read Matthew 22:29–33. In Jesus’ response He points out two errors in their   
 question. The first had to do with their understanding of heaven, and the   
 second with their understanding of relationships in heaven. It is interesting to   
 note, that as Jesus answered, He used angels as an example, correcting another   
 error of their thinking in that angels do exist. Put a check next to all the truths   
 that Jesus pointed out in His response:

 _____  Heaven is an extension of life on earth.
  
 _____  Life in the resurrection is much different than this life and has a specific   
       order.

 _____  Marriage isn’t necessary in heaven because there won’t be death.

 _____  Those who die will be like angels when resurrected.

 _____  Jesus said, “I am the God of Abraham…,” not “I was the God of
                 Abraham…” because He is still their God as they live on in the
       resurrection.
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3. Read Matthew 22:34–36. A scribe comes to Jesus and asks Him a question.   
 What does he ask? How is this question a test?

This was not a new question, for the scribes had been debating it for centuries. They had documented 
613 commandments in the law; 248 positive and 365 negative. No person could ever hope to know and 
fully obey all these commandments. So, to make it easier, the experts divided the commandments into 
“heavy” (important) and “light” (unimportant). A person could major on the “heavy commandments” and 
not worry about the trivial ones. This of course, was wrong thinking, as James tells us in James 2:10 “if 
you break one point, you are guilty of all.” (W. Warren, Be Loyal: Following the King of Kings, pg. 202)

4. In verse 37–38 Jesus responds to the scribe’s question by quoting the Shema   
 from Deuteronomy 6:4–5. This is the Jewish people’s basic confession of faith   
 which they recite daily. Why is it significant that a person’s heart, soul, and   
 mind are included in their love for God?

5. Jesus’ second answer is given in verse 39. He quotes Leviticus 19:18. Why is   
 loving our neighbor so important? Who is our neighbor?
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6. Read Romans 13:8–10. How is love the fulfillment of the law?

7. Read Matthew 22:40. Jesus concluded by saying that all of the Law and  
 Prophets are hung on these two commands: The love for God and the   
 love for other people. The Ten Commandments can be divided into two  
 categories. Read the commandments in Exodus 20 and divide them   
 according to the chart below.

  Love for God    Love for Other People

8. Read Matthew 22:41–42. Jesus has been asked multiple questions by His  
 critics, but He responds back with a question for them. What is it, what is  
 their answer, and why does this question force them to make a decision  
 about who Jesus claims to be?
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9. In Matthew 22:43–46 Jesus asks a series of questions which are based around   
 Psalm 110:1. This messianic Psalm says that the Messiah is both King David’s son  
 as well as Lord. Why would Jesus ask this question as His way of proving who He  
 is to the Pharisees? 

10. Write a short description of Jesus as the King of Kings from what you learned in  
 this chapter.

ACTING on God’s Word

We have all been criticized at one time or another; however, the ability to receive 
criticism probably depended a lot upon the person’s delivery. Criticism often comes 
from a place of pride and self-righteousness. I (Brenda) find it particularly difficult to 
take criticism from a prideful person because they seem to delight in being the critic. 
They often want to appear superior, often challenge authority, look to skirt their own 
personal responsibility, try to appear more intelligent, or desire to silence a valid 
opinion.

Jesus certainly had plenty of criticism while He lived on the earth. His critics were 
particularly relentless in Matthew 22. The Pharisees, Herodians, and the Sadducees 
posed questions which challenged Jesus’ teachings as well as tried to test and trick 
Him. They certainly seemed prideful in their criticism. However, Jesus was not 
trapped by them and gave the perfect response as each situation arose.
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If we take a closer look at how Jesus responded to each confrontation, we too 
may learn how to hear from a critic and reply in a way that pleases the Lord.

1. Criticism Regarding Position (Matthew 22:15–22) 

 When Jesus was confronted by the Pharisees and Herodians as to whether  
 or not He should pay taxes because of His position of authority, He   
 explained that we all fall under some sort of authority. Therefore, we should  
 give back to the government what belongs to them and unto God what is  
 His. Based on what you learned from these verses in Matthew, how would  
 you respond to someone who criticized you in a similar manner?

2. Criticism Regarding Wrong Assumption (Matthew 22:23–33)

 When the Sadducees asked Jesus what marriage would look like in heaven,  
 He explained they had a wrong understanding of heavenly relationships.  
 Based on what you learned in verses 23–33, how would you respond to a  
 critic who had wrongly characterized a circumstance and was unhappy with  
 you?
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3. Criticism Regarding Lack of Understanding (Matthew 22:34–40)

 When the Pharisees came to question Jesus in Matthew 22:34–40, they  
 wanted an answer to a question about the Law. They were demanding an  
 answer without proper understanding. From these verses, what have you  
 learned about replying to someone who lacks understanding of a given topic  
 and wants to make you look bad?

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From Matthew 11, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

D



Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.

Close in Prayer
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WEEK 3
THE KING PRONOUNCES JUDGMENT

Matthew 23

Many years ago, I (Brenda) had the opportunity to meet an actress who was in a television 
series I enjoyed. I was enthusiastic to meet her and talk about her role in the television show. 
The character she played was a scientist who was intelligent, thoughtful, demure, trustworthy, 
and loving. I assumed since she was able to play the role so well on the show that those char-
acter traits stemmed from her real personality. However, I was quite taken aback when I met 
her. She was nothing like the person who I had enjoyed watching on TV. She was loud, outspo-
ken, a touch rude, and rather brash. Her larger-than-life personality burst forth from every 
pore in her body. Where was the shy, calm, smart, caring woman I had watched on television? 
It took me some time to reconcile the two people in my mind. Clearly, she was a master actress 
and was able to play the part of someone who she wasn’t in real life.

In Matthew 23 Jesus will address how the Pharisees are behaving like actors as well. They 
played the role of humble, pious, holy leaders, but Jesus knew the truth. He exposed their inner 
thoughts and motivations which were different than how they were actually behaving. He 
called them hypocrites over and over again in the text. “Hypocrite” comes from the Greek 
word for a stage actor or impersonator. Because the Pharisees were imposing moral standards 
that they did not adhere to, Jesus exposed them. They were loveless, uncaring, proud, and 
arrogant. They thought they were without blame. You see the crux of the issue right here. They 
thought they were above reproach and refused to recognize their sin. In doing so, they missed 
Jesus and caused others too as well. Frankly, if we are honest with ourselves, from time to time 
we are all hypocritical. However, if we want to truly change, we must recognize our hypocrisy 
and repent. The Pharisees did not acknowledge their behavior as sinful, and therefore, Jesus 
had no choice but to pronounce judgment upon them.

May we remember we all can be like the Pharisees who fall into the trap of acting one way to 
the outside world while privately we are someone quite different. This chapter is a reminder 
that we must examine our hearts daily before the Lord and ask Him to expose our own 
hypocrisy. Our desire should be to honor God in our private and public life by being the same 
woman everywhere. And when we fall short, may we be humble enough to acknowledge our 
sin, repent, and ask the Holy Spirit for the power to change. 
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“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Matthew 23

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Matthew 23:1–12

1. Read Matthew 23:1–3. Jesus warns the multitudes of the scribes and Pharisees.  
 What warning does Jesus give in these verses? 

2. In Matthew 23:4 Jesus warns His listeners of the rules the Pharisees try to  
 impose upon them. He says these rules are burdensome. How are the burdens  
 described in this verse?

 a. Read Matthew 11:28–30. How is Jesus described in contrast to the   
  Pharisee’s burdensome regulations?

R

E
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3. In Matthew 23:5–7 Jesus calls out the Pharisee’s pride in four areas. From these  
 verses, identify the four areas and check them off on the following list: 

 ____Acts of Service  ____Long prayers
 ____Fasting   ____Position of importance
 ____Holiness   ____Purity
 ____Tithing   ____Title/Recognition

4. Read Matthew 23:8–10. Jesus cautions His listeners about the use of titles when  
 addressing individuals. What three titles does He reference? What is the reason- 
 ing behind this warning?

5. Jesus’ life is an example of servanthood. It is from this place that He instructs the  
 multitudes in Matthew 23:11–12. What does He expect of His followers and   
 why?

Experience 2: Matthew 23:13–36

1. We see the first woe pronounced against the Pharisees and scribes in Matthew   
 23:13. What are the Pharisees and scribes doing wrong, and why does Jesus   
 condemn this behavior?
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Note: The NIV and several other versions of the Bible omit verse 14. If your Bible 
has omitted this verse, check the bottom margin to see if it is there, or you can 
read verse 14 in the NKJV.

2. Read Matthew 23:14. What is the second woe? 

 a. Read Exodus 22:22–24. What did God command regarding the treatment  
  of widows in the Old Testament? How are the Pharisees failing to fulfill  
  this in the New Testament?

3. Read Matthew 23:15. The third woe is given in this verse. The Pharisees were  
 energetically traveling far to share their pharisaical message, but it came with  
 grave consequences to the proselyte. What is the consequence? 

“Their business was not to turn men from sin unto God, but merely to convert them to an opinion.  In this respect, 
the religious leaders were similar to Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses today. They were courageous and 
energetic messengers, but with a false message.” (David Guzik, Blue Letter Bible, quote from Matthew Poole)
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4. In Matthew 23:16–22 Jesus condemns oaths made by the Pharisees at the temple  
 by giving the fourth woe. The Pharisees were parceling out oaths made in the   
 temple so it provided a loophole for their perceived religious commitment. What  
 does Jesus say about the temple that condemns all temple oaths? 

 a. Read Matthew 5:33–37. In Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount He taught    
  about oaths. What did He say about swearing falsely and giving oaths? How  
  does this help you understand the woe given in Mathew 23:16–22?

5. Jesus gives the fifth woe in Matthew 23:23–24. How were the Pharisees consumed  
 with tiny matters? What were they? 

 a. According to verse 23, what were the larger matters they were missing?

 
 b. Because the Pharisees spent so much time focusing on trivial matters and   
  neglected the weightier spiritual matters Jesus compared their actions to   
  straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel. Explain what He meant in verse  
  24 by this comparison. 
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6. Read Matthew 23:25–26. Here is the sixth woe. This woe has to do with  
 holiness. What was Jesus saying in this judgment? 

7. The seventh woe is recorded in verses 27–28. Jesus makes a comparison.  
 What is it? How are the Pharisees full but actually empty? 

8. Read Matthew 23:29–32. The last woe is listed. What were the Pharisees  
 doing to remember the righteous prophets from the past in verse 29? 

 a. What did the Pharisees say in verse 30 to exonerate themselves from  
  the guilt of the prophets’ deaths committed by their forefathers? How  
  did they elevate themselves above their forefathers? 

 b. The Pharisees were plotting Jesus’ death at the time Jesus spoke these  
  woes. In verses 31–32 Jesus calls them sons of their murderous ances- 
  tors saying they too would be guilty. How will they be witnesses against  
  themselves in their actions against Jesus? 
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 c. Jesus says in verse 32, “Fill up, then, the measure of your father’s guilt (sin).”  
  What did Jesus mean by this statement? Read Genesis 15:12–16 and 1 Thessa- 
  lonians 2:14–16. Measure refers to time and quantity. What will God allow for  
  a time, but what happens when time is up? 

9. Read Matthew 23:33. Speaking into their spiritual blindness and hardened hearts  
 for the last time, Jesus calls the Pharisees serpents and brood of vipers. What   
 judgment does He speak over them based on what they are about to do? 

10. As Jesus gets ready to send the religious leaders away, He makes a statement about  
 their future in Matthew 23:34. What will they be guilty of doing? 

11. According to verse 35, what consequence falls on them? 

12. Read Matthew 23:36. How does Jesus end His statements of judgment against the  
 spiritually blind religious leaders who have guided others away from Jesus? 
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Experience 3: Matthew 23:37–39

1. After all the woes Jesus has proclaimed in this chapter, he concludes with  
 words of compassion and tenderness toward Jerusalem in verses 37–39.  How  
 is Jesus like the hen and the Jews like the chicks?

2. Matthew 23:39 demonstrates Jesus’ hope and patience with Israel. What  
 promise does He speak before He leaves them?

3. Write a short description of Jesus as the King of Kings from what you learned  
 in this chapter.

ACTING on God’s Word

As you have already learned, the Pharisees were Jewish leaders and part of an 
ancient sect of Jews who upheld the Jewish Law with strict observance. The 
Mosaic Law has 613 commandments, but they added man-made traditions 
called the “traditions of the elders.” They enforced these traditions. We all 
know they couldn’t possibly keep the whole law. None of us can. And yet, the 
Pharisees wanted people to think they could. They publicly made it known by 
their appearance, speech, and rituals they were “holy.” They were superior to
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other Jewish people and upheld religious standards most couldn’t. It was with some of 
these standards they tried to trap Jesus. In this chapter Jesus has had enough. They 
have missed their Messiah, and their sin condemns them. Even further, their sin 
overflows onto others causing them to miss their Messiah too. 

In Matthew 23 we studied the eight woes Jesus pronounced against the Pharisees. 
Jesus doesn’t mince words when it comes to sin and hindering the Gospel. Jesus calls 
the Pharisees hypocrites multiple times in this chapter. Jesus calls them what they are. 
He will also call them blind guides, whitewashed tombs, serpents, and brood of vipers. 
They are guilty before the only One who is Righteous, and they don’t even see it—or 
Him. 

I believe we, too, can learn from the woes Jesus pronounced over the Pharisees. 
Whereas we may not be Pharisees, we can have a pharisaic mindset in different areas 
of life and ministry. Let’s look at the eight woes and see what we can apply to our own 
hearts and lives. 

Woe 1: 
Shut Up the Kingdom of Heaven Against Men (v.13)

In this woe human tradition was set over God’s Biblical truth. The Pharisees’ teach-
ings of works from righteousness prevented other Jewish people from seeing their 
need for Jesus and having faith in God through Jesus. As the Pharisees missed Jesus 
as their Messiah, they caused others to do the same. How have you seen this same 
principle at work in the Christian culture? Have you ever been guilty of this? Explain.
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Woe 2: 
Devour Widows’ Houses and for a Pretense Make Long Prayers (v.14)

The basis for this woe was about building a spiritual image for personal profit. The 
pharisaical heart uses dishonesty to cover up actions and motives. It deceitfully 
takes from others to profit themselves. How have you seen this same principle at 
work in the Christian culture? Have you ever been guilty of this? Explain.

Woe 3: 
Travel Land and Sea to Win One Person for Your Gain, Not to Win for Jesus 
(v.15)

In this woe Jesus condemned the Pharisees for leading people on the wrong path 
away from God. Their zeal was misplaced and misleading. How have you seen this 
same principle at work in the Christian culture? Have you ever been guilty of 
this? Explain.
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Woe 4: 
False Oaths and Gifts Before God to Appear Holy (v.20–22)

Here Jesus calls out misleading oaths made by the Pharisees that weren’t meant to be 
honored. The pharisaical spirit lies and misuses Scripture to defend their false oaths. 
The Pharisees were making oaths and kind of crossing their fingers behind their backs 
in the process. They did not mean what they said nor felt bound to the oath they had 
made. Jesus will point out that everything is done before God. How have you seen this 
same principle at work in the Christian culture? Have you ever been guilty of this? 
Explain.

Woe 5: 
Strain a Gnat and Swallow a Camel (v.24)

The Pharisees were concerned with trivial spiritual matters. They spent so much time 
enforcing the smallest dot of the law that they missed what mattered most in the hearts 
of people. They were concerned with the rituals and not matters of the heart. How 
have you seen this same principle at work in the Christian culture? Have you ever been 
guilty of this? Explain.
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Woe 6: 
You Cleanse the Outside of the Cup and Dish, but Inside They are Full of Extor-
tion and Self-Indulgence (v. 25)

Jesus speaks condemnation over the Pharisees for their self-indulgent greed. They 
deceived people, were demanding, and were coercive to elevate themselves above 
others. How have you seen this same principle at work in the Christian culture? 
Have you ever been guilty of this? Explain.

Woe 7: 
Whitewashed Tombs: Appear Beautiful Outwardly but Inside are Full of Dead 
Men’s Bones and all Uncleanness (v.27)

This woe is probably one of the most universal. Jesus calls out hypocrisy. The 
Pharisees acted one way, but their hearts were wicked and dead. The things they 
spoke to others were never first applied to themselves. What was seen in their 
appearance, words, and actions was all a smokescreen. Behind the screen, they 
weren’t living what they said they believed. How have you seen this same prin-
ciple at work in the Christian culture? Have you ever been guilty of this? Explain.
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Woe 8: 
Honor Misplaced (v.29–32)

The last woe Jesus speaks about focuses on self-exaltation. They were quick to point 
their finger at others while never seeing the finger pointed back at themselves. They 
pleaded innocence when in reality they were just as guilty. How have you seen this 
same principle at work in the Christian culture? Have you ever been guilty of this? 
Explain.

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From Matthew 23, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer
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“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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In Matthew chapter 23 Jesus was speaking in the temple when he called out judgment 
upon the unbelieving Jews, especially the Pharisees and scribes. He mourned over 
Jerusalem because they were unwilling to come to Him. Jesus knew their future and 
knew the judgment that would come to Israel as a result. Having been given the 
opportunity to receive Jesus, King Messiah, they refused Him. Therefore, the nation of 
Israel would no longer be the light through which God would shine forth to a dark 
and dying world. How Jesus’ heart must have grieved! 

As He finished speaking, our merciful and loving Father gave Israel a ray of hope, as 
He does with each one of us. Despite their rebellious, hard hearts and blindness, Jesus 
will come again for them one day, and this is where Matthew 24 begins. This week 
we will be combining Matthew 24 and 25 into one lesson. These chapters are com-
monly referred to as the Olivet Discourse. The message contained in these two 
chapters was spoken by Jesus to His disciples on the Mount of Olives in the final days 
before His death. Jesus will pull back the curtain for a moment and give His disciples 
a glimpse into the future kingdom; the everlasting Kingdom that is to come following 
the end of the Jewish age. This is the kingdom they have been waiting for, looking for, 
and anticipating. 

Before the Jewish age can come to an end though, Jesus must finish building His 
church which consists of the body of believers. Then, Jesus will come again and take 
His church home to be with Him. This event is referred to as the rapture which is the 
sudden departure of the believing church. 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 tells us, “For the 
Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air. And thus, we shall always be with the Lord.” Oh, what a glorious day that 
will be! Although, at the time of Jesus speaking, the mystery of the church’s rapture 
had not yet been revealed because the church hadn’t even been formed. 

Week 4: The King Will Come Again

WEEK 4
THE KING WILL COME AGAIN

Matthew 24 & 25
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Brenda and I (Stacy) hold a pre-tribulation Biblical view and believe that the events 
Jesus describes in Matthew 24 and 25 will take place after the rapture occurs. These 
two chapters are the Lord’s words of prophecy which look forward to a future fulfillment 
when Jesus will come again. His second coming will be to deliver Israel, to defeat Satan, 
and to set up His Kingdom in Jerusalem. This will follow a seven-year period of tribula-
tion and great tribulation which will end in the Lord’s judgment to those who don’t 
believe in Him. This will be the end of the Jewish age because Israel will finally be fully 
restored. It will begin Jesus’ millennial reign on the earth over all nations. 

In Matthew 24 and 25 Jesus speaks warnings and encouragement to His disciples and 
Jewish audience. He also speaks a message of hope to all of us. The verses we will study 
are God’s prophecy to the Jews of what is to come. He is describing great suffering, but it 
will be the last opportunity for the Jewish people to receive Him. For those who choose 
not to receive Him, judgment awaits. In these chapters Jesus will give multiple examples 
of how the Jews should live while they wait for Jesus’ return. They are to be ready, 
patient, wise and faithful. He will lay out the signs to look for His coming; it is our 
responsibility to watch and to be ready. 

Oh, dear sister, we are going to cover a lot of Biblical ground this week. Ask God to 
open your eyes to His Truths and to give you understanding. Ask Him to show you the 
application He has for you as you await His return. These chapters should be a call for 
all of us to examine our lives before the Lord as we wait for the trumpet to sound and for 
Jesus to return. 

RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Matthew 24 & 25

R
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EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Matthew 24:1–14

1. Read Matthew 24:1–2. As Jesus was leaving the temple mount area, the  
 disciples commented on the temple’s magnificence. The temple was extrava- 
 gantly built by Herod. It was massive in size and was covered in gold plates and  
 marble blocks. Jesus spoke a prophecy to His disciples. What did He say?

Some 40 years after Jesus said this, there was a widespread Jewish revolution against the Romans in 
Palestine, and they enjoyed many early successes. But ultimately Roman soldiers crushed the rebels. 
In 70 A.D. Jerusalem was leveled, including the temple—just as Jesus said would happen. (David 
Guzik, Commentary on Matthew, Blue Letter Bible.com)

2. Jesus and His disciples leave the temple mount area and travel over the Kidron  
 Valley to the Mount of Olives. It is here that the rest of Matthew 24 and 25  
 takes place. Read Matthew 24:3. The disciples ask Jesus a question in verse 3.  
 There are three parts to the question. Write them below. These will be the  
 questions that Jesus addresses throughout Matthew 24.

 a. 

 b. 

 c. 

 

E
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3. Read Matthew 24:4–12. In response to the disciples’ question, Jesus describes the  
 worldly climate before His second coming. Remember, the disciples didn’t fully  
 understand that in a few days Jesus would die on the cross and then would be   
 resurrected. They also didn’t know He would be leaving them after His resurrec- 
 tion. These verses characterize the world during the time called the Tribulation.  
 On the left side of the chart, use verses 4–12 to help you list all the signs Jesus   
 gives of His second coming. Before filling in the right side of the chart, see ques- 
 tion 3a. 

V. 4–5

V. 6

V. 7

V. 7

V. 9–11

V. 12

6:1–2

6:3–4

6:5–6

6:7–8

6:9–11

6:12–17

Matthew 24:4–12 Revelation 6:1–17

 a. Now read Revelation 6:1–17. In this chapter we learn that seals will be opened  
  from Heaven during the Tribulation time period. These seals will affect those  
  people who are living at this time. These people had not put their faith in Jesus  
  Christ previously, and therefore, were not raptured with Christ’s church. Now  
  go back and fill in the right side of the chart with a few words to describe each  
  seal as it goes with the worldly conditions described in Matthew 24:4–12. 



 b. Read Matthew 24:8. Jesus says this time is the “beginning of sorrows.”  
  The word “sorrow” means “birth pangs.” Thinking about pregnancy birth  
  pangs as the analogy, what is Jesus saying about the Tribulation time  
  frame? 

4. Many events will take place before Jesus comes back in the future. The  
 prophet Daniel describes this time as well. He gives a time frame for the  
 Tribulation of three and a half years and the Great Tribulation another three  
 and a half years. This time period precedes Jesus’ second coming but follows  
 the rapture of the church. Read Daniel 9:26 through the first sentence of  
 Daniel 9:27. Answer the following questions from Daniel 9:

 a. What event happens to the Messiah in verse 26?

 b. What will the Romans destroy in verse 26? 

 c. The “prince who is to come” in verse 26 is the antichrist. What will he do  
  according to verse 27 after the previous events take place? This time  
  period is called the Tribulation and will last for seven years. (One week  
  equals seven years). 2 Thessalonians 2:2–4 also describes his actions.
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5. Read Matthew 24:13. If you look back to Matthew 10:22–23, you will recall that  
 this wasn’t the first time they heard this from Jesus. What will people need during  
 this time period? 

6. Read Matthew 24:14. What hope does Jesus give for this time period despite the  
 atrocities that will take place? 

7. Revelation gives three ways the gospel will be shared with the people remaining  
 on the earth during the time of tribulation. Read the following verses and describe  
 who will be preaching the gospel: 

 a. Revelation 7:1–4

 b. Revelation 11:3

 c. Revelation 14:6–7

Experience 2: Matthew 24:15–44

1. Read Matthew 24:15. What event will take place to let the Jews know the first  
 three and a half years of the Tribulation have come to an end?
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2. Read Daniel 9:27 and 11:31 regarding this event mentioned in Matthew  
 24:15. Where will this event take place, and who will be involved? 

3. Read 2 Thessalonians 2:3–4. Who will be revealed during the Great Tribula- 
 tion? Describe what he will do.

4. In Matthew 24:16–22 Jesus tells the disciples the Jewish people in Judea will  
 need to flee to the mountains when they see Matthew 24:15 occurring. Read  
 the verses. How does Jesus describe this time to come? 

The elect in Matthew 24:22 is the word eklektos (G1588) which means chosen by God to 
obtain salvation through Christ. These people will be Jews and Gentiles who have been 
redeemed in the Tribulation and who will enter the Kingdom of God. (Greek Lexicon, Blue 
Letter Bible; The Bible Knowledge Commentary, pg. 77)

5. Jesus cautions the Jews in Matthew 24:23–26 about the temptation during  
 the Great Tribulation. Due to the suffering that will ensue, what will be the  
 temptation, and why does Jesus give this caution?
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6. Read Matthew 24:27–31. Describe the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

 a. From verse 29, when will this happen? 

 b. Verse 30 says there will be great mourning when they see Jesus Christ  
  again. Read Zechariah 12:10. Why will there be mourning?

7. Jesus uses a parable from the fig tree to teach His disciples about His second  
 coming. Read Matthew 24:32–35. How does Jesus use a fig tree to illustrate  
 the assurance the disciples should have in His words?

8. Read Matthew 24:36–41. Jesus compares the time of His return with the days  
 of Noah. What point was He making in these verses?

9. Matthew 24:42–44 gives very clear commands about what we should be doing  
 as we wait for Jesus’ return. What are those commands? 



Experience 3: Matthew 24:45–25:13

1. Read Matthew 24:45–51 and answer the following questions:

 a. Describe the faithful servant. (v.45–46)

 b. What reward is given to this servant? (v.47)

 c. Describe the evil servant. (v.48–49)

 d. Describe what it will be like for the evil servant when his master returns.  
   What judgment will come to him? (v.50–51)

 e. Summarize the point Jesus was making in this parable.

2. In Matthew 25:1–13 Jesus teaches by using a parable again. Within the   
 context of His second coming and the coming judgment, He is comparing  
 the millennial kingdom (kingdom of heaven) to ten virgins with oil lamps.  
 Read Matthew 25:1–13 and answer the following questions:
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 a. Describe the five wise virgins and the five unwise virgins. (v.1–4)

There were three stages to a Jewish wedding in that day. The first was engagement—a formal agreement 
made by the fathers. The second was betrothal—the ceremony where mutual promises are made. The third 
was marriage—approximately one year later when the bridegroom came at an unexpected time for his bride. 
“When the bridegroom came, the bride-maids, who were attending the bride, went forth to meet the 
bridegroom, with lamps lighted, to conduct him and his companions into the house, and to her who was to 
be the bride.” (Matthew Poole as quoted in David Guzik commentary on Matthew, Blue Letter Bible)

 b. What is the key difference between the wise and the unwise virgins? What   
  separated the two groups? (v. 5–9)

 c. Why were the five wise virgins allowed access into the wedding banquet in  
  verse 10? What does it look like from these verses to be ready?

 d. What happened to the five virgins who went to buy oil and then tried to   
  access the wedding feast? (v.11–12)
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 e. What is the point Jesus was making in telling this parable? (v.13)

3. Jesus uses another parable to teach His disciples. In Matthew 25:14–30 Jesus  
 will use the story of a master with three servants to illustrate a point about  
 faithfulness in service. Read verses 14–30 and answer the following ques- 
 tions:

 a. Before traveling to a faraway country, a master calls three of his servants  
  and gives each of them a sum of money, referred to as a talent. How did  
  the master allocate the talents? (v.14–15)

 b. What did the servant with five talents do? (v.16)

 c. What did the servant with two talents do? (v.17)

 d. What did the servant with one talent do? (v.18)
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 e. A long time passes and the master returns. He settles his accounts with  
  his servants. Describe how the servants with five talents and two talents  
  were alike? (v. 19–23)

 f. The servant who was given one talent buried his talent. What excuses did  
  he give to his master for his behavior? (v. 24–25)

 g. How did the master react to the servant’s excuses? What resulted?
  (v.26–28)

 h. How does Jesus bless the profitable servant and condemn the unprofitable  
  servant? (v.29–30)

 i. Summarize the main point of this parable.

66Delighting in the King of Kings



         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

Experience 4: Matthew 25:31–46

1. In Matthew 25:31–46 Jesus describes what will happen after the Great   
 Tribulation has ended and Jesus has returned. Read verses 31–33. Who   
 will be gathered before Jesus, and what will He do? 

2. Read verses 34–36. What does Jesus say to the sheep on His right? What is  
 the basis for their inheritance into the Kingdom? 

3. We know from Ephesians 2:8–10 that salvation comes by grace through  
 faith. It does not come through works. We are God’s workmanship created  
 in Christ Jesus to do good works prepared by God. With this in mind, what  
 did the works of the sheep demonstrate, and why was it pleasing to God  
 according to Matthew 25:37–40?

4. Read Matthew 25:41–46. What happens to the goats and why? 
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5. Verse 46 explains there are two very clear places where people will spend  
 eternity. List both places and describe who will end up where.

 a. Verse 34 says something very specific about eternal life in the kingdom of  
  heaven while verse 41 says something very specific about everlasting  
  punishment. What does Jesus say about both places? What does this say  
  about God’s heart for all people? 

6. Write a short description of Jesus as the King of Kings from what you learned  
 in this chapter.

ACTING on God’s Word

In Matthew 24 and 25 Jesus gave four clear examples of how we should be living 
as we wait for His return. In each example there were at least two groups of 
people. At least one group in Jesus’ illustrations received a reward, and one 
group received a judgment. Remember, as believers in Jesus Christ, we are 
waiting for the rapture of the church, and at that time, Jesus will take all believ-
ers to be with Him. Let’s apply Jesus’ warning and instruction to our lives as we 
wait for His return. 
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1. In Matthew 24:36–44 Jesus told us the hour of His return is not known.  
 We will know the season, but not the exact day. In these verses Jesus said  
 that life would look “normal” and everyday activities would continue.   
 Some would be so consumed with life that they would miss Jesus’ coming.  
 It would come upon them unexpectedly. Does everyday life take your   
 attention away from Jesus? Explain. 

 a. Has the enemy (thief) broken into your home like he did in verse 43?  
  Are there choices in your lifestyle that compromise your walk with the  
  Lord because the enemy has told you “it’s no big deal?” Identify any area  
  the Lord is revealing. Take a minute and confess those areas to the Lord.  
  What changes can you make to protect your home from the enemy?

2. In Matthew 24:45–51 Jesus asked the question, “Who then is a faithful and  
 wise servant whom his master made ruler over his household?” How are you  
 faithfully and wisely caring for all that God has entrusted into your care? 
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 a. Identify any areas you’ve neglected. Are there any changes God is asking  
  of you? 

3. In Matthew 25:1–13 Jesus gave us the parable of five wise virgins and five  
 foolish virgins. The wise were prepared for the bridegroom, and the foolish  
 were not. How are you living a prepared life as you wait for Christ’s return? 

4. Lastly, in Matthew 25:14–30 Jesus gave us the example of servants that were  
 given “talents” to use for the master’s profit. God has given you talents too.  
 He has given you spiritual gifts that He desires you to use for Him. What  
 spiritual gifts has He given you? Describe how you are using them to profit  
 and benefit His kingdom.

 a. What warning did Jesus give regarding the “talents” He’s given you? 
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From Matthew 24–25, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapters that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer

D
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From the day the doctor told my parents (Brenda’s), “It is stage four lung cancer,” my dad 
insisted on beginning preparations for his death. He had always been an organized and 
well-planned person. It did not come as a surprise to me when my mom told me a short time 
later that Dad had explained the finances to her, picked out a grave site, and was putting a 
list of songs together for his funeral. The end was coming. He knew it and wanted to be as 
prepared as possible. 

My dad had a deep-rooted faith in Christ. Although he spent most of his waking hours in a 
hospital bed, Dad believed he could be healed instantaneously by the Lord. Even after 
hospice had arrived his faith did not waiver. He would often tell me he wanted to be healed 
but had relinquished his will saying, “I have lived my whole life for such a time as this, so 
whatever my Lord, the King decides.” 

In Matthew 26 Jesus’ time on earth was coming to a close, and Jesus still had some final 
preparations to finish. He would be anointed for death, eat His last meal with His disciples, 
and pray earnestly to His Father. He would fulfill prophecy by being betrayed by Judas, 
denied by Peter, and by watching His disciples scattered in fear. Finally, He would be 
arrested, falsely accused, and beaten in preparation for His death upon the cross. 

He knew the beginning and the end. He had come to do the will of the Father and nothing 
would deter Him from finishing well. Hebrews 12:2 tells us that for “the joy that was set 
before Him, He endured the cross, despising the shame.” The “joy that was set before Him” 
was the knowledge that you and I would finally be set free from our sin and shame because 
He would take it away once and for all through His redemptive work on the cross. That is 
the King’s heart towards His people. He thought you and I were worth everything it cost 
Him. May we have gratitude for all that Jesus has done for us as we study the final days that 
lead up to Jesus’ death. 

RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Matthew 26

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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WEEK 5
THE KING PREPARES FOR THE CROSS

Matthew 26

R
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EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Matthew 26:1–19

1. In Matthew 26:1–2 Jesus is speaking to His disciples. What does He tell  
 them, and what new information does He share with them?

2. Read Matthew 26:3–5. Who has gathered together, and what tactic will be  
 employed to capture Jesus?

 a. From verse 5, why did they decide to wait until after the Passover before  
  carrying out their plan? 

3. According to John 12:1, the events which take place in Matthew 26:6–13  
 occurred “six days before the Passover.” Mary’s anointing is therefore a   
 flashback in time from the events occurring in this passage. Read Matthew  
 26:6–7. Describe the oil used to anoint Jesus and how it was poured out upon  
 Him.
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4. Read Matthew 26:8–9 and John 12:4–6 and answer the following questions: 

 a. An objection arises over the anointing of Jesus. In John 12:4–6, who objected  
  and why?

 b. According to Matthew 26:8–9, how was the act characterized and why?

5. Read Matthew 26:10. How does Jesus defend Mary against the outrage of the   
 disciples?

6. What does Jesus say in verse 11 about the poor and about Himself? Did this mean He  
 did not care about the poor? Why or why not?

7. Read Matthew 26:12. How did Mary’s anointing prepare Christ for what was ahead?
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8. How was Mary rewarded in verse 13 for her expression of love and devo- 
 tion for Jesus?

9. Read Matthew 26:14–16 and Luke 22:3. What do you learn about Judas,  
 his motivation, and his loyalty as a disciple of Jesus?

10. In Matthew 26:17–19 the disciples are beginning to prepare for the Pass- 
 over celebration. What instructions does Jesus give His disciples, and how  
 did they obey Him?

Experience 2: Matthew 26:20–35

1. Read Matthew 26:20–22. Jesus made an announcement during the feast.  
 What was it, and how did the disciples react to what Jesus said? 
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2. Read Matthew 26:23–25. Note what you learn about the following topics based  
 on how Jesus behaved in these three verses. 

 • Love for all:

 • Judgment of sin:

 • Treatment of a sinner:

3. Notice how Judas addresses Jesus in Matthew 26:25. What does he call Him?   
 Compare this with Matthew 26:22. How do the other disciples address Jesus?   
 What conclusion can you draw based on the name the disciples used versus the  
 name Judas used for Jesus?

4. Read Matthew 26:26–29 and answer the following questions:

 a. What does Jesus do before they eat the bread and drink the cup? Why is   
  this an important practice to imitate? 

 b. What significance does Jesus attach to the bread and the wine?
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 c. Jesus mentions in verse 28 that He is making a new covenant. Read  
  Jeremiah 31:31–34. Describe this new covenant and how it is different  
  from the old covenant.

 d. Jesus concludes communion on a somber note in verse 29. What does
  He tell His disciples about where and when they will commune again?

5. In Matthew 26:26–29 Jesus has instituted the Lord’s Supper, also known as  
 communion. Read 1 Corinthians 11:23–26. Why do we observe this
 tradition?

6. Read Matthew 26:30–31. After the Lord’s Supper, Jesus and the disciples go  
 to the Mount of Olives. Jesus quotes a prophecy from Zechariah 13:7. What is  
 Jesus telling His disciples will happen, and how will they be part of Zechariah’s  
 fulfillment?
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7. Read Matthew 26:32. This verse is a foreshadowing of what is to come after   
 Jesus’ death. Where will Jesus meet them, and what will He have conquered?

8. Every gospel writer records Jesus’ prediction of Peter’s denial. Luke and John   
 document the account slightly differently than Matthew and Mark. Read   
 Matthew 26:33–35, Luke 22:31–34, and John 13:36–38. Record the differences  
 in the three accounts. Are there any conclusions you draw about Peter and the  
 other disciples based on these verses?

 • Matthew 26:33–35

 • Luke 22:31–34

 • John 13:36–38

Experience 3: Matthew 26:36–74

1. Read Matthew 26:36–38. Jesus entered Gethsemane with His disciples. How   
 did Jesus describe His soul at that time, and what was he looking for His   
 disciples to do?
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2. Read Matthew 26:39–46. Jesus prays earnestly to His Father during His time  
 of deepest need. Record what you observe about the following:

 a. What request did Jesus make to His Father?

 b. How did Jesus’ prayer demonstrate that He was submissive to His   
  Father?

 c. How did Jesus respond when He found His disciples sleeping?

3. Jesus uses the word cup in Matthew 26:39, 42. Read the following verses  
 and describe what you learn regarding what the word cup was implying.

 • 2 Corinthians 5:21

 • 1 Peter 2:24

 • Revelation 14:10
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4. Read Matthew 26:47–50. Describe how Jesus was approached by the multitude.

 a. How did Judas address Jesus, and how did Jesus address Judas? (v. 49–50)

5. Read Matthew 26:51 and John 18:10. Who struck the servant of the high priest?

 a. Read Luke 22:47–51. Based on these verses, what additional details do you learn  
  about the events that took place as Jesus was being arrested?

6. Read Matthew 26:52–54. Jesus commands His disciple to put away his sword and  
 reminds the disciple of what He could do for protection. What could Jesus have  
 done, and why didn’t He do it according to verse 54?
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7. Read Matthew 26:55–56. What question does Jesus ask the multitude   
 who have come to arrest Him? How does Jesus answer His own question?

 a. According to verse 56, how do the disciples react to Jesus’ arrest? 

8. Read Matthew 26:57–58. Where is Jesus taken, and where is Peter? What  
 does Peter think he is about to witness?

9. According to Matthew 26:59–61, the chief priests, elders, and council were  
 looking for someone to falsely accuse Jesus. Who finally falsely accuses   
 Jesus, and what is the accusation?

 a.  Read John 2:19–22. What did Jesus actually say about the temple? 

10. Read Matthew 26:62–63 and Isaiah 53:7. How does Jesus fulfill the
 prophecy spoken by Isaiah?
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11. Read Matthew 26:64–66. Jesus had been silent but now He speaks. How does   
 He answer the high priest, and what is the result?

12. Read Matthew 26:67–68 and Isaiah 50:6. How is Jesus treated, and how does   
 this fulfill the prophecy spoken by Isaiah?

13. Read Matthew 26:69–74. In your own words describe what transpires between  
 Peter and several people sitting outside in the courtyard with him.

14. According to Matthew 26:75, how does Peter respond to his sin? 

15. Write a short description of Jesus as the King of Kings from what you learned in  
 this chapter.
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ACTING on God’s Word

I (Brenda) cannot think of anything, within reason, I wouldn’t do for my 
children, especially if I believed it would benefit them. Throughout their lives I 
have done my best to pray and to ask God to help me discern how to meet their 
needs and wants in a God-honoring way. In doing so, it has been my desire that 
they would understand how much I love them and that I was there to support, 
instruct, and bless them. There were times my “yes” meant it would cost me my 
time, my finances, and my own comfort. Yet, when I saw how my efforts benefit-
ted them, my sacrifices seemed trivial compared to their joy and gratitude.

Jesus is about to pay the ultimate price for those He loved. There is nothing, 
literally nothing, He would not give up for their benefit, and yet there is only one 
person in this chapter who demonstrated love and gratitude toward Christ. His 
closest friends scattered at the first sign of persecution, and Jesus was left alone 
to face the mob. Where was the loyalty they spoke so boldly of just hours prior? 

What about us? It is so easy to look at the people in the Bible and think we 
would behave differently than they did, but in reality, do we? Let’s examine some 
of the actions that were demonstrated in Matthew 26 and see what we can learn 
from their example.

1. Judas was willing to give up his relationship with Christ for financial gain.  
 With this motive, He betrayed Christ by giving Him over to the authorities.  
 Money can get in the way of our relationship with Christ. How have you seen  
 this played out in your life? What have you learned from that experience? 
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 a. If necessary, what would you be willing to give up financially to honor and serve  
  Christ? Is this difficult for you? Why or why not?

2. Peter, James, and John have been invited into an intimate setting with Christ in the  
 garden of Gethsemane. Jesus makes one small request of them, and they cannot  
 wake up long enough to do it. Has God invited you into deeper intimacy with Him,  
 and are you figuratively unable to stay awake and watchful to do it? If so, describe. 

 a. What will it require of you to change your behavior? Are you willing to do it?  
  Why or why not? 
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3. Mary sat at Jesus’ feet while listening to Him and perceived what was ahead  
 for Him. In response, she gave to Him the most extravagant gift she owned,  
 and liberally and fully poured it upon Christ. When was the last time you  
 gave God all that you had? What was that event like in your life? 

 a. We cannot pour expensive, fragrant oil upon Jesus physically, but we can  
  give to Christ in other ways. What does that look like in your life? How  
  do you  express your gratitude and worship Him? 
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From Matthew 26, how has the Lord prompted you to pray?

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart.

Close in Prayer

D
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Many years ago, I (Brenda) was sent a link to a video entitled “It’s Friday, but Sunday’s 
comin’.” The content of the video was written by S.M. Lockridge, a pastor in San Diego, 
CA. His poetic words summarize Matthew 27 well because even though it is Friday, we 
must not lose sight of the fact that victory is coming on Sunday. Here are the words to 
Lockridge’s remarkable Easter meditation:

It’s Friday. Jesus is praying, Peter’s a sleeping, Judas is betraying, 
But Sunday’s comin’.
It’s Friday. Pilate’s struggling, the council is conspiring, the crowd is vilifying.
They don’t even know that Sunday’s comin’.
It’s Friday. The disciples are running Like sheep without a shepherd.
Mary’s crying, Peter is denying, but they don’t know that Sunday’s a comin’.
It’s Friday. The Romans beat my Jesus, they robe Him in scarlet, they crown Him with 
thorns.
But they don’t know that Sunday’s comin’.
It’s Friday. See Jesus walking to Calvary, His blood dripping, His body stumbling, and His 
spirit’s burdened. But you see, it’s only Friday, Sunday’s comin’.
It’s Friday. The world’s winning, people are sinning, and evil’s grinning.
It’s Friday. The soldiers nail my Savior’s hands to the cross, they nail my Savior’s feet to the 
cross, and then they raise Him up next to criminals.
It’s Friday, but let me tell you something, Sunday’s comin’.
It’s Friday. The disciples are questioning what has happened to their King,
and the Pharisees are celebrating that their scheming has been achieved.
But they don’t know it’s only Friday, Sunday’s comin’.
It’s Friday. He’s hanging on the cross feeling forsaken by his Father, left alone and dying.
Can nobody save him? Ooooh it’s Friday but Sunday’s comin’.
It’s Friday. The earth trembles, the sky grows dark, my King yields His spirit.
It’s Friday. Hope is lost, death has won, sin has conquered and Satan’s just a laughin’.
It’s Friday. Jesus is buried, a soldier stands guard, and a rock is rolled into place.
But it’s Friday, it is only Friday,
Sunday is a comin’!

WEEK 6
THE KING IS CRUCIFIED

Matthew 27

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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Death will not be the end for Jesus. He will allow Himself to be arrested, knowing he could call 
legions of angels to rescue Him. He will be mocked, spit upon, and beaten but will choose not to 
retaliate. He willingly allows the nails to hold Him to the cross, knowing this will not be the end 
because He knows Sunday is coming. His amazing sacrifice will last for a time, but His victory 
will be eternal. As you open the pages of your Bible to Matthew 27 and read the cruelty 
unleashed upon Jesus in this chapter, keep this poem in your mind as a reminder of hope that 
Sunday is coming. 

RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Matthew 27

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Matthew 27:1–25

1. Read Matthew 27:1–2. Four things happen to Jesus in these verses. List them below.

 a. 

 b. 

 c. 

 d.
 

2. In Matthew 27:3 Judas is filled with remorse over his betrayal. What is his response?
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3. Read Matthew 27:4 and answer the following questions:

 a. Who did Judas go to with his sin, and how did they respond?

 b. What word does Judas use to describe Jesus’ blood, and what does this  
  imply about what Judas witnessed in Jesus’ life?

 c. How would Jesus have responded to Judas if he had gone to Jesus with his  
  sin?

4. Read Matthew 27:5. Luke 22:3 says, “Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one  
 of the Twelve.” What do you notice about the connection between Judas’  
 actions in verse 5 and what happened to Judas in Luke 22:3?

 a. Read John 10:10. What is Satan’s main objective based on this verse, and  
  how did he accomplish this in Judas’ life?
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5. Read Matthew 27:6–8. What did the chief priests do with the money Judas threw  
 at them? How is this hypocritical behavior? 

6. Read Matthew 27:9–10 and Zechariah 11:12–13. How do Judas’ actions fulfill   
 prophecy?

7. Read Matthew 27:11–14 and answer the following questions:

 a. Where has Jesus been brought, and what is the accusation against Him? (vs. 11)

 b. How does Jesus respond? (vs. 11–12)

 c. Who are the main accusers? (vs.12)

 d. What questions does Jesus answer, and which one does He choose not to   
  answer? What conclusion can you draw based on this information? (vs. 11–14)
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8. Read Matthew 27:15–18. During the feast of Passover, it was customary for  
 one prisoner to be pardoned. The crowd asks for Barabbas to be released.  
 According to Luke 22:19, Barabbas was an insurrectionist and murderer.  
 What attribute does Pilate recognize in verse 18 as the crowd’s motivating  
 factor behind wanting Jesus to die? 

9. Read Matthew 27:19. In your own words describe the message Pilate’s wife  
 sends him.

10. Read Matthew 27:20–23. What word is used in verse 20 to describe the  
 actions of the chief priests and elders among the multitudes? As a result of  
 their actions, what does the crowd decide to do with Barabbas and Jesus?

11. In Matthew 27:24–25 Pilate washes his hands of Jesus’ innocent blood, but  
 what shocking and disturbing words are said by the people in the crowd? 
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Experience 2: Matthew 27:26–44

1. Read Matthew 27:26. Describe what was done for Barabbas and what was done to  
 Jesus.

 a. How is Barabbas representative of mankind?

2. Read Matthew 27:27–31 and Genesis 3:18. Genesis 3:18 is the first mention of  
 thorns in the Bible, and they are used in reference to the curse due to sin. What  
 kind of crown was Jesus given in verse 29? Read 2 Corinthians 5:21. Based on this  
 verse and from what you know from Genesis 3:18, how does Jesus’ crown have   
 additional significance?

 a. How was Jesus, the King of Kings, mocked by His assailants in verses 29–31?

3. Read Matthew 27:32 and Matthew 16:24–25. What was Jesus foreshadowing in  
 Matthew 16, which came to pass in Matthew 27, with Simon of Cyrene?
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 a. In Mark 15:21 it says that Simon was the father of Alexander and Rufus.  
  Read Romans 16:13. Although Rufus was a common name, what could  
  be concluded from this verse about Simon of Cyrene’s son?

4. Read Matthew 27:33–34. Wine mixed with gall was a type of pain killing  
 narcotic which Jesus refused to drink. What could be concluded from His  
 refusal?

5. Read Matthew 27:35–37. What is done with Jesus’ clothes? What conclusion  
 can you make about the clothing Jesus was wearing on the cross? How would  
 this add additional shame?

 a. Read Psalm 22:14–19. Describe what Jesus is enduring and how Matthew  
  27:35 was fulfilled. 
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 b. Write the words that were put up above Jesus on the cross. Why is this signifi- 
  cant? (vs. 37)

6. Read Matthew 27:38–40. Jesus was hung between two thieves, and as people   
 passed by the crucifixion site, they blasphemed Jesus. You may recall from John   
 2:19 that Jesus said after the temple was destroyed, He would raise it up again in  
 three days. How is that prophecy underway?

7. Read Matthew 27:41–43. What accusations are mockingly said to Jesus by the   
 scribes and elders while Jesus hung on the cross? Why didn’t Jesus show them who  
 He was in answer to their mocking? 

8. Read Matthew 27:44 and Luke 23:39–43. What do you learn from the passage in  
 Luke that aids your understanding about one of the robber’s trust in Jesus?
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Experience 3: Matthew 27:45–66

1. Read Matthew 27:45–46. The sixth hour was noon. Mark 15:25 states that  
 Jesus’ crucifixion began at the “third hour” which was around 9 am. How long  
 was Jesus on the cross, and what happened to the sun from the sixth hour  
 until the ninth hour?

 a. What does Jesus say aloud, and what does it mean? What has happened  
  between Jesus and God?

2. Read Matthew 27:47–49. What did the bystanders think Jesus was saying?  
 Give two examples of the crowd’s response to Jesus’ cry. 

3. Read Matthew 27:50. Is Jesus’ life taken from Him or does He lay it down like  
 he said in John 10:11, 15, 17–18? What words in Matthew 27:50 demonstrate  
 how His spirit was given up?
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96

         DELIGHTING             
           in the LORD

                             B I B L E  S T U D Y  S E R I E S

4.  Read Matthew 27:51–56 and answer the following questions:

 a. What rips in the temple, and what does it signify? (vs. 51), (Hebrews 10:19–20) 

 b. What occurs to the physical earth? (vs. 51)

 c. What supernatural event happens? (vs. 52–53)

 d. What do the guards say regarding Jesus? (vs. 54)

 e. Who is mentioned by name as witnesses to all this? (vs. 56)

5. Read Matthew 27:57–58 and Luke 23:50–51. What do you learn about Joseph of  
 Arimathea?

6. Read Matthew 27:59–61. What did Joseph do with Jesus’ body, and who sat watching?
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7. Read Matthew 27:62–66. What are the chief priests concerned about? How  
 does Pilate respond to their concern, and what happened at Jesus’ grave site?

8. Write a short description of Jesus as the King of Kings from what you learned  
 in this chapter.

ACTING on God’s Word

Some may argue that man is not inherently evil, but according to the Bible, that 
simply is not true. From the beginning in Genesis to the end in Revelation, man 
has demonstrated his sinfulness and depravity. Romans 3:10 confirms this by 
saying, “No one is righteous, not even one.” When God created Adam and Eve, 
they were sinless. However, when Satan tempted them to disobey God, they fell 
to his destructive ways, and sin was introduced to the world. From that day 
forward, Satan has been at work looking for ways to destroy mankind. 

A
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1. In Matthew 27:5 Judas makes the decision to hang himself. What can you infer  
 from John 10:10 and Matthew 27:5 about Satan’s influence to encourage someone  
 to commit suicide? 

 a. Based on what you learned today, how might this knowledge be helpful if some- 
  one you know may be considering harming themselves?

2. In Matthew 27:22 we read the mob wanted Jesus crucified. Thinking again about  
 John 10:10, what can you conclude about Satan’s influence over the crowd?

 a. We may never physically take the life of another person, but we may have   
  murderous thoughts. Who is the initiator of those thoughts, and how will you  
  combat them?

3. Jesus is mocked, beaten, and put to death in Matthew 27. Describe how Satan, the  
 adversary, is at work in these events.
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 a. How can we avoid hurting others with our words and/or actions,   
  especially when we consider who is at the center of these painful   
  interactions?

DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From Matthew 27, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer

D
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WEEK 7
THE KING IS RISEN

Matthew 28

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4

The sun was dawning over Jerusalem as it crept over the mountaintops and shadowed the 
valleys. The air was still. The city was quiet as morning came. The cross on Calvary, just 
outside the city, still smelled of death as Jesus’ blood was ground into the dirt floor beneath the 
cross. Having held the body of Jesus Christ just three days prior, the wooden cross stood 
empty. His body, now gone, was taken to a tomb in a nearby garden and laid to rest. A large 
rock was rolled in front of the tomb and guarded by Roman soldiers to ensure that His body 
would not be touched. But the weapon of death used against Jesus on Friday would be His 
trophy of victory today! It’s Sunday, and as the sun began rising that morning, so had the Son 
of God! 

He is risen!

Matthew’s account of the resurrection is the shortest of all the Gospels. He presents the 
resurrection as he presented Jesus the Messiah; using evidence, he proves Jesus’ resurrection is 
real. Not a hyped-up story but factual; proven by witnesses once again that Jesus was the 
promised Messiah. With the final proof that Jesus Christ of Nazareth was truly the King 
Messiah, the Savior of the world—the tomb will be found empty, Jesus resurrected; sin and 
death had been conquered. The greatest act of love was committed and completed. Nothing 
compared to this love story. There is no act of love more lasting and meaningful than Jesus 
laying down His life for you and me, taking our sins upon Himself, dying, and then being 
gloriously resurrected! No other king can lay claim to a resurrection. No other king gave so 
much for those He loved. No other king can say they conquered death except our Savior and 
King Jesus. We serve a living, active, and loving King, Jesus Christ. His resurrection is proof 
that redemption for our sin was accomplished. His resurrection proves He was and is King 
Messiah who ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God, the Father.

Girls, you are here with the final verses in Matthew before you. What a journey we have 
been on. But the journey doesn’t end with this chapter; it is more like a beginning. Only now 
we are armed with more knowledge, discernment, and hopefully more faith than when we 
began. We are left with proof of who Jesus is as well as a call to action. With the final words 
in Matthew comes a command from God’s heart to yours to go and make disciples. There’s a 
dying world out there that needs Jesus and needs to know that life comes through our risen 
King Jesus! Go, make disciples, teaching them in Jesus name! 
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R

E EXPERIENCING God’s Word

RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Matthew 28

Experience 1: Matthew 28:1–10

1.  Matthew 28:1 tells us the Sabbath is over and Sunday morning is dawning as  
  the new week unfolds. Read Matthew 28:1 and Mark 16:1–2. Who were the  
  first witnesses to see the resurrected Jesus?

  a. Mark gives the most information as to why they were going to the tomb.  
   From Mark 16:1, what were they going to do?

2.  Read Matthew 28:2–3. Describe the scene. What do the women see?

Week 6: The King Is Risen
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3. Use verse 4 to describe what happened to the tomb guards.

“The resurrection of Christ is a subject of terror to the servants of sin, and a subject of consolation to the sons of 
God; because it is a proof of the resurrection of both, the one to shame and everlasting contempt—the other to 
eternal glory and joy.” (Adam Clarke quoted from David Guzik commentary on Matthew, Blue Letter Bible)

4. Read Matthew 28:5–6. What does the angel tell the women about Jesus? 

 a. In Matthew 16:21, 17:23 and 20:18–19 Jesus prophesied His resurrection. Read  
  these verses. In Matthew 28:6, what did the angel want them to see as proof of  
  the things Jesus had prophesied while He was alive? 

5. The angel gives the women a few commands in Matthew 28:6–7. What are they? 
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 a. According to verse 7, where does the angel tell them to go and why?  
  Remember Jesus had foretold them this in Matthew 26:32. How would  
  this reminder have calmed their hearts?

6. Read Matthew 28:8. The women do as they are instructed with “fear and  
 great joy.” Why would these emotions be coupled together?

7. Look up the following verses about Jesus’ resurrection and note what you  
 learn.

 • John 2:19–21

 • Romans 8:11

 • Hebrews 13:20 
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8. Why is Christ’s resurrection from the dead so vital to our relationship with God?  
 Read the following verses and note what you learn.

 • Romans 6:4–6

 • 1 Corinthians 15:14–17

 • 1 Peter 1:3–5

9. Read Matthew 28:9–10. As the women obediently follow the angel’s directions,  
 who do they meet along the way, and what was the greeting? 

 a. Describe the women’s response in verse 9.

 b. What instructions are given to them a second time in verse 10?
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Experience 2: Matthew 28:11–15

1. While the believing women were rejoicing and worshiping Jesus, the   
 religious leaders were working quickly to cover up and explain away the  
 truth of Jesus’ resurrection. Read Matthew 28:11. Who did the guards go to  
 first with the news? Why would this seem out of order when a supposed  
 crime was committed? 

2. A cover-up plan is devised in verses 12–13. Who devises this plan? 

 a. What were the soldiers given in exchange for lying? (v.12)

 b. What was the story the soldiers were to tell regarding Jesus’ body and  
  the empty tomb? (v.13)

 c. How does their cover-up story show their foolishness as well as prove  
  Jesus’ resurrection? (v.13)
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3. Read Matthew 28:14. How did the religious leaders promise to protect the   
 soldiers in the cover-up plan?

4. Read Acts 12:19. According to this verse, what is the penalty for a guard who   
 falls asleep while on duty?

5. Matthew 28:15 tells us the cover-up story went down in history. Explain. 

6. Why would the religious leaders be afraid if the truth of Jesus’ resurrection got   
 out to the Jews, hence the need for a cover-up story? 
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7. Before we dig into the final verses of Matthew, we need to take a minute and  
 look at some events that were recorded in the other gospels. There are a few  
 appearances that Matthew does not record. These appearances all happened  
 before Matthew 28:16 when Jesus met His eleven disciples in Galilee, just as  
 He told them He would, to give them their mission among the nations.

 a. Read Luke 24:13–35. Whom does Jesus appear before? What   
  does He do? What is their response?

 b. Read John 20:19–23. Jesus is in Jerusalem. Whom does Jesus appear  
  before? What does He do? What was their response?

 c. Read John 20:24–29. Whom does Jesus appear before? What does He  
  do? What was the response?

 d. Read John 21:1–2. Whom does Jesus appear before?

8. Why would Jesus make so many appearances before His ascension?

Week 6: The King Is Risen
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Experience 3: Matthew 28:16–20

1. Read Matthew 28:16 and Matthew 26:32. What is happening that had been   
 foretold by Jesus? 

2. How did the disciples respond to Jesus in Matthew 28:17?

3.  According to Matthew 28:18, what had been given to Jesus and by whom?

 a. Why is this important as He commissions the disciples?

4. In verses 19–20 Jesus gives His disciples what is called the Great Commission.  
 What are the four parts of His commission? 
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 a. Look closely at the words of verse 19. Who are the disciples being told to  
  evangelize to? How is this different than the sending out of the twelve  
  disciples in Matthew 10:5–6? 

 b. Based on what you have learned in Matthew, why is Jesus’ commission  
  different this time?

5. How does Jesus end His commission and the entire book of Matthew? Write  
 out the last part of verse 20. 

 a. In what ways does Matthew end like it began? Read Matthew 1:23 and  
  compare it with verse 20. Revelation 21:3 affirms this same truth. At the  
  end of the age when God’s prophecy is fulfilled completely, heaven and  
  earth will pass away. All things will be made new. Heaven and earth will  
  pass away as the New Jerusalem comes down from heaven. Why would  
  Jesus end the book of Matthew with this truth?
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ACTING on God’s Word

You made it! Can you believe you are concluding your study of the book of Matthew? 
Are you the same woman today as you were when you began this study 28 weeks ago? 
I bet you are not. It has been our prayer for you throughout this study that you would 
finish the year more grounded in God’s Word and deeper in your relationship with 
Him. He is the only one who can change lives for all eternity. Jesus commands us in 
Matthew 28:20 to join Him in this process. 

Let’s take Matthew 28:20 and break it apart so we can apply it to our lives. 

1. “Go”—The word go implies movement and action, not necessarily a change of   
 location. Where is Jesus asking you to be His witness? 

2. “Make disciples”—How do you make a disciple? How do you participate in God’s  
 work in the lives of people around you? 

  

A
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3. “Teaching”—Matthew 28:20 says we are to teach people to observe all things  
 commanded by God. How are you accomplishing this? What are you doing to  
 be obedient to this command?

4. How has the book of Matthew impacted you?

5. What was the greatest lesson you learned? 

6. Write a short description of Jesus as the King of Kings from what you learned  
 in this chapter.

Week 6: The King Is Risen
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From Matthew 28, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer

D
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“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4
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RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Matthew 17

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Matthew 17:1–13

1. Read Matthew 17:1–2. Jesus took Peter, James, and John (his brother) up  
 a high mountain and was transfigured before them. The word “trans-  
 formed” is metamorphoó in the Greek. The Bible Lexicon defines it as “to  
 change into another form.” Describe how Jesus was changed before their  
 eyes. 

 
 a. Read Mark 9:3 and Luke 9:29. Mark and Luke also record details of the  
  transfiguration of Jesus. What details do these writers add concerning  
  Jesus’ appearance? 

R
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2. Matthew 17:3 tells us that Elijah and Moses appeared to the disciples and were  
 talking with Jesus. Elijah and Moses have significance in that Moses represents the  
 Law that God gave to the Jews and Elijah represents the Prophets who spoke of  
 things to come for Jesus and the future of the Jewish nation. Read Matthew 5:17.  
 When Jesus came what was His purpose concerning the Jewish law and prophets?

3. Read Matthew 17:4. Peter makes a suggestion to Jesus about lodging on the   
 mountain. Read Malachi 4:5–6. Think about prophecy and the timing of Elijah  
 showing up on the mountain. Why would his appearance signal something more  
 permanent in Peter’s mind? 

4. Read Matthew 17:5. Describe what is happening in this verse.
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 a. In Matthew 17:5 God announced that Jesus is His beloved Son in Whom  
  He is well pleased. These words were also spoken by God over Jesus in  
  Matthew 3:17 when Jesus was baptized. These words authenticated Jesus’  
  identity as the Son of God from the Father as Jesus began His earthly  
  ministry. In Matthew 17:5 God is speaking the same words but now  
  Elijah, Moses, and three disciples are present. Keeping in mind the future  
  kingdom of heaven is still to come, why would God announce that Jesus  
  is His Son again? 

5. Read Matthew 17:6–8. When the disciples heard the voice come out of the  
 cloud, what was their reaction, and how did Jesus reassure them?

6. Jesus gives the disciples a command in verse 9. Considering what you learned  
 in question 3 of this lesson, why would it be very important for the disciples to  
 obey Jesus’ request? What might happen if they didn’t obey?
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 a. When did Jesus give them permission to share the event they just witnessed?  
  Why is this timing important?

7. Read Matthew 17:10–13. The disciples appear to be unable to resolve in their   
 minds the appearance of Elijah. They ask Jesus again to clarify why the scribes   
 teach that Elijah has to come first. How does Jesus explain it to them? How does  
 He factor in Elijah the Old Testament prophet, John the Baptist the New Testa- 
 ment prophet (Luke 1:16–17), and the Elijah of the future (Revelation 11:3–6)  
 that is yet come?

Experience 2: Matthew 17:14–27

1. Read Matthew 17:14–16. Luke 9:37 states, “The next day when they came down  
 from the mountain a large crowd met them.” From this we will assume that these  
 events followed the transfiguration. A man comes out of the crowd and kneels   
 before Jesus sharing his struggle. Describe his situation. 
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2. Mark 9:19–29 details this same story but gives specific details about the  
 father’s faith. Read the verses in Mark. What do you learn about this man’s  
 faith in Jesus? 

3. In Matthew 17:17 Jesus speaks to the disciples in response to what the man  
 had to say in verses 14–16. What did Jesus call the disciples? 

 a. Given all that has transpired in this chapter so far, why does Jesus seem so  
  frustrated? 

4. Read Matthew 17:18–21. Jesus immediately heals the child. The disciples  
 watch Jesus do what they couldn’t do, even though Jesus had given them  
 healing power. They ask Jesus why they weren’t able to cast out the demon.  
 Jesus gives three reasons they lacked His power. What are they? 

Week 8:  The King’s Magni�cence
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 a. Keep in mind as Peter, James, and John were on the mountain with Jesus,  
  the other disciples were not. Scripture does not tell us what those   
  disciples were doing while Jesus was gone. We also don’t know how long  
  Jesus and the three disciples were on the mountain. Based on verses   
  18–21, what do we know the others weren’t doing that affected their  
  ability to drive out the demon? 

5. Read Matthew 17:22–23. What does Jesus tell His disciples, and what is their  
 response?

6. Read Matthew 17:24–26. All Jewish men were required to give a half shekel  
 as payment for the temple tax. The temple tax collector asks Peter about  
 Jesus’ payment. What do you observe about Jesus through His response to  
 Peter?

 a. In verses 25–26 Jesus asks Peter a question about the temple tax. What  
  point is Jesus making regarding His identity and responsibility? 



7. Read Matthew 17:27. In Matthew 10:9 Jesus sent out His disciples without  
 any money. Money was needed in this moment to pay the temple tax. Jesus  
 gave a very creative solution to the problem and even incorporated Peter’s  
 former profession to solve it. What was it? 

8. Write a short description of Jesus as the King of Kings from what you learned  
 in this chapter.

ACTING on God’s Word

In this chapter we have been virtual witnesses to the greatness of Jesus and have 
studied some of His magnificent ways. He took on human flesh to clothe His 
deity and yet, despite being fully human, He also displayed His magnificence as 
being fully God. As we saw in this chapter, His ways have no boundaries. We 
have been given the extraordinary opportunity of knowing Him as our Lord and 
Savior, and all it takes is faith the size of a mustard seed to believe in Him. 
Worship should be our response to Jesus, for who He is and for all He has done 
for us. How can we, sinners, not praise Him? Yet I (Brenda) wonder how many 
hours a week we actually spend giving back our worship and thanksgiving to 
God. Considering all Jesus has done for us, I believe the least we can do is to 
return to Him our worship and praise. 
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1. Psalm 145 is a praise song written by King David to God. Read the Psalm and  
 circle, highlight, or comment next to the text that most clearly expresses  
 your worship back to the Lord. 

 Psalm 145 New King James Version (NKJV)
 A Song of God’s Majesty and Love
 A Praise of David
 
 I will extol You, my God, O King;
 And I will bless Your name forever and ever.
 2 Every day I will bless You,
 And I will praise Your name forever and ever.
 3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;
 And His greatness is unsearchable.
 4 One generation shall praise Your works to another,
 And shall declare Your mighty acts.
 5 I will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty,
 And on Your wondrous works.
 6 Men shall speak of the might of Your awesome acts,
 And I will declare Your greatness.
 7 They shall utter the memory of Your great goodness,
 And shall sing of Your righteousness.
 8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
 Slow to anger and great in mercy.
 9 The LORD is good to all,
 And His tender mercies are over all His works.
 10 All Your works shall praise You, O LORD,
 And Your saints shall bless You.
 11 They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom,
 And talk of Your power,
 12 To make known to the sons of men His mighty acts,
 And the glorious majesty of His kingdom.



13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
And Your dominion endures throughout all generations.
14 The LORD upholds all who fall,
And raises up all who are bowed down.
15 The eyes of all look expectantly to You,
And You give them their food in due season.
16 You open Your hand
And satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17 The LORD is righteous in all His ways,
Gracious in all His works.
18 The LORD is near to all who call upon Him,
To all who call upon Him in truth.
19 He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him;
He also will hear their cry and save them.
20 The LORD preserves all who love Him,
But all the wicked He will destroy.
21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD,
And all flesh shall bless His holy name
Forever and ever.

2. Write one phrase from the Psalm that you liked the most in a personal tribute  
 to God for who He is and all that He has done. 
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From Matthew 17, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer

D
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We live in a world that measures success and greatness by getting ahead, climbing the 
corporate ladder, wealth, and having many possessions. People love to display these 
achievements for all to see. Our society is marked by self-promotion, self-love, and 
looking out for Number 1—ourselves. When it comes to relationships, pride is often 
center stage. Relationships can be marked by who we know and how those we know 
can help us advance. The world’s “climb to the top” attitude often steps on and over 
other people along the way. Well-known Bible commentator Warren Wiersbe said 
this—“By nature, all of us are rebels who want to be celebrities instead of servants. It 
takes a great deal of teaching for us to learn the lessons of humility.” Is this the 
attitude and world you’ve bought into? 

This is not what Jesus desires for the child of God. Pride is not a mark of His King-
dom citizens. Jesus will teach us in Matthew 18 many lessons on humility that perme-
ate all aspects of our lives. He desires His children to live humbly. He demands we be 
humble before Him and with other people, especially when we are offended. There is 
no place for pride before Jesus. Where pride replaces humility, spiritual surgery is 
necessary. We will learn in this chapter that the truly humble person does not cause 
someone else to sin. When we sin, we should examine ourselves before God. “I’m 
sorry” and “please forgive me” should readily be on our lips. The humble person 
pursues and builds up other people, not for the sake of themselves but for the other’s 
benefit. The humble person seeks to serve, not to be served. As we live humbly, others 
will see Jesus through us, the body of Christ will be built up, and we will live in 
restored relationships with one another. Can you imagine what our world would look 
like if more people lived with humility? It starts with me. It starts with you. After we 
finish this chapter, may humility no longer be a word we associate with weakness, but 
one we associate with greatness! 

WEEK 9
THE KING’S LESSONS ON HUMILITY

Matthew 18

“The one thing I ask of the Lord - the thing I seek most - is to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s 

perfections and meditating in his temple.” Psalm 27:4

Week 9:  The King’s Lessons on Humility
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RECEIVING God’s Word

Open in Prayer
Read Matthew 18

EXPERIENCING God’s Word

Experience 1: Matthew 18:1–14

1. Read Matthew 18:1. As the disciples were pondering the coming kingdom  
 of heaven, they came to Jesus and asked Him a question. Based on their  
 question, what was their kingdom concern? 

2. Read Matthew 18:2–4. Jesus could have used Himself as the object lesson  
 for greatness, but He used a child instead. Why a child? 

 a. In verse 3 Jesus uses the word “converted” as a requirement to enter  
  the kingdom of heaven. Converted in the Greek is the word strepho   
  which means “to turn.” What was Jesus saying to the disciples by using  
  the word converted?

R
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 b. According to verse 4, how is greatness in God’s kingdom measured?   
  How does Luke 14:11 confirm this? 

3. In Matthew 18:5 Jesus tells His disciples that when they receive a little   
 child in His name it is like they are receiving Him. What does it mean to  
 “receive” a little child in Jesus’ name? How does this equate to receiving  
 Jesus? 

4. Jesus gives a stern warning in Matthew 18:6–7. What is that warning? 

 a. In the warning Jesus gives in verse 6, He specifies those little ones “who  
  believe in Me.” What point is Jesus making?
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 b. How would someone cause a child to sin or lead a child into sin? Give  
  examples.

 c. Jesus references a millstone in verse 6. A millstone is a large stone used  
  to grind grain. They often weighed well over 100lbs. What does this   
  indicate about God’s heart and the severity of the punishment for this  
  offense?

5. Read Matthew 18:7. This verse starts with the word “Woe” which depicts  
 the gravity of the warning. What is Jesus saying to the offender? Where  
 will this leave those who have served in His church, yet misused one of  
 those little ones? 

6. Read Matthew 18:8–9 and answer the following questions:

 a. What three body parts does Jesus address? Why?
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 b. Jesus is not talking in literal terms. Explain Jesus’ warning concerning  
  offenses. What is our responsibility?

 c. Jesus contrasts current life with eternal life in regard to sin. What is   
  Jesus saying? 

7. What command is given in Matthew 18:10? Keep in mind that the word  
 despise in the Greek means to “think down upon or against.” 

 a. Read Hebrews 1:14. How does this verse help you understand the role of  
  the angels in Matthew 18:10?

8. Write verse 11 below. What did Jesus mean by using the word lost? What  
 does this tell you about His heart?
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9. Read Matthew 18:12–14. 

 a. How does this parable illustrate the value Jesus places on individuals? 

 b. What does this parable say regarding our care over the Christian   
  community?

 c. What does this parable say regarding our care and love for sinners?

10.  Read 1 Timothy 2:4. What is the heart of Jesus for every person? 

Experience 2: Matthew 18:15–20

1. Read Matthew 18:15–20. What is Jesus teaching His disciples in these   
 verses?
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2. As a believer, what is our responsibility according to James 5:19–20?

3. Matthew 18:15 tells us clearly what should be done first when someone  
 offends or sins against us. What should we do? 

 a. What does hearing mean in this verse regarding the offender? What   
  does it not mean? 

4. According to verse 16, what is the next step to be taken if the first one is  
 unsuccessful? What is the benefit of having witnesses with you according to  
 this verse?
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5. Read Matthew 18:17. We can’t control a person’s response. Our job is to  
 obey God’s command regarding our responsibility. If the offender refuses to  
 receive what is being shared, what is the final action we should take?

6. Read Matthew 18:18. Remember in Matthew 16:19 this same concept was  
 introduced regarding the authority to bind and loosen. Binding refers to  
 what is not permitted and loosing refers to what is permitted. Why is this  
 concept being used again in the context of offenses and restoration? 

7. In Matthew 18:19–20 agreement and unity are introduced as a vital piece  
 to restoration. How is agreement and unity achieved? 

Experience 3: Matthew 18:21–35

1. Read Matthew 18:21–22. Peter asks Jesus about forgiveness. Jewish tradi- 
 tion limited forgiveness to three times. If someone wronged a Jew and   
 asked for forgiveness, they were given three opportunities to be forgiven. If  
 asked for, forgiveness needed to be granted by the third request. How did  
 Jesus turn this tradition upside down with His answer?
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2. Read Matthew 18:23–27. Jesus teaches Peter by using a parable. Keep in  
 mind that ten thousand talents was a huge debt. Commentators have put  
 the modern-day value somewhere between $12 million and $1 billion.   
 Summarize the truth that Jesus was making regarding forgiveness and   
 responsibility.

 a. How did the servant who owed the debt approach his master in
  verse 26?

 b. How did the master respond in verse 27?

3. Read Matthew 18:28. What does the servant, who was just forgiven of his  
 enormous debt, do to his debtor after he was forgiven? Keep in mind that a  
 denarius was a Roman silver coin worth about 16 cents, according to   
 commentators. Matthew 20:2 tells us that a denarius was a typical day’s  
 wage for a laborer.

Week 9:  The King’s Lessons on Humility
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4. In Matthew 18:29 this debtor’s response to the master’s demand for payment is  
 the same as seen in verse 26. How does the master, who had been forgiven of   
 his debt, respond to the debtor in verse 30? What adjectives would you use to   
 describe this master?

5. Read Matthew 18:31. Fellow servants witness all that happens between the   
 master and debtor. How were they affected by what they witnessed in verse 31?

6. Read Matthew 18:32–34. The master calls the unforgiving servant “wicked”   
 due to his lack of forgiveness. What qualities should have been demonstrated   
 to the debtor? 

 a. What was the unforgiving servant’s consequence in verse 34?
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7. What warning is given in verse 35 to all of us regarding God’s heart toward  
 unforgiveness?

8. Write a short description of Jesus as the King of Kings from what you   
 learned in this chapter.

ACTING on God’s Word

1. Humility as a Servant of God

 In Matthew 18 Jesus used a child as an example of humility and greatness.  
 Humility needs to be readily welcomed into our hearts. When we welcome  
 humility, we are welcoming Christ into all parts of our life. It is a character  
 quality not often esteemed in our culture but precious to God. On the   
 contrary, pride is within our fallen human nature and often what is seen in  
 people, especially where a degree of greatness is concerned. 

Week 9:  The King’s Lessons on Humility
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 a. 2 Chronicles 7:14 says, “if My people who are called by My name will   
  humble themselves and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked   
  ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their   
  land.” How does this verse stress the importance of humility in the life of the  
  believer? How do you humble yourself before God?

 

 b. Similar to the disciples, where does your thinking need to be “turned   
  around” regarding greatness and humility? 

2. Humility Regarding Sin

 Jesus gives believers a warning about causing someone to sin, especially a   
 child. When offenses occur, as they will, Jesus is clear that we must    
 humbly take responsibility and address that sin. In Matthew 18:8–9 Jesus   
 gave a radical example for addressing sin. It’s that serious. 
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 a. 1 John 1:8–9 says, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,  
  and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to  
  forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” How does  
  humility operate where sin is present? 

 b. How does pride operate where sin is present?

 c. Is there a sin in your life that needs to be humbly addressed before God  
  right now? If so, spend time in prayer addressing it. 

3. Humility with Other People

 a. You learned in Matthew 18:10 not to look down upon or against another  
  believer. Practically speaking, how do people do this to others? 

Week 9:  The King’s Lessons on Humility
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 b. Is there someone in your life that you do this to? Explain. How would God   
  have you help raise this person up instead of putting them down? 

4. Humility When Offended

 Matthew 18:15–35 addresses offenses and forgiveness. Jesus gave us clear   
 instructions on how to deal with someone who sins against us. Jesus also taught  
 on forgiveness when offenses happen. Jesus doesn’t ask us to do something He   
 hasn’t done. He knows forgiveness well. He came to redeem the lost. He paid   
 our sin penalty by wiping away our debt before God and restoring us to a right   
 relationship with Him. He paid the debt with His very life, suffering beyond   
 what we can even comprehend. With all humility, He went to the cross for you  
 and me. He forgives us of our sins and gives us abundant life in this world and   
 eternal life with Him in heaven. Take a minute and meditate on what Jesus did  
 for you in your offense and debt. 

 a. Think of the last time someone offended you. How did you respond?
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 b. Based on what you learned today, how is humility a necessary ingredient  
  in  how we handle offenses? What can you apply from what you learned  
  to a current offense?

 c. Forgiveness is a choice. We can either forgive or keep adding to the   
  offense sheet of an individual. Do you forgive easily? If not, what do you  
  do; hold a grudge, let resentment build, talk about that person to others,  
  give them the silent treatment/avoid them, think unkind thoughts   
  toward them? Ephesians 4:32 says, “And be kind to one another, tender- 
  hearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.” With  
  humility, how can you apply this level of forgiveness to someone in your  
  life whom you have not forgiven? 

Week 9:  The King’s Lessons on Humility
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DELIGHTING in God’s Word

From Matthew 18, how has the Lord prompted you to pray? 

Write a verse from the chapter that God has spoken to your heart. 

Close in Prayer

D


