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The large crowd slowly dissipated after Jesus finished teaching. Jesus’ teaching on the hillside over-
looked the Sea of Galilee. It had been lengthy, but practical and to the point. His words stuck with 
John. He had listened intently as Jesus’ words came forth with authority and power. They were unlike 
anything he had previously heard. Jesus had given guidance into culturally relevant topics that were 
very different from the ones purported by the religious leadership. His instruction included murder, 
adultery, divorce, oaths, retaliation, love, prayer, fasting, wealth, and judging one another. But 
unlike the Pharisees‘ instructions, His words were full of hope and mercy, not legalistic rules to be 
followed. Jesus’ teachings were different, going straight to the heart. He desired for His listeners to 
learn a new way of living and to gain guidance that would help them live a life that pleased God. 
This life fostered love for others and assured them of their place in the kingdom of heaven. And yet, 
Jesus ended his teaching with grave caution. John 
took notice as Jesus reminded everyone to be on 
guard against those who would try to harm their faith 
with false teachings. Jesus said,

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous 
wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do men 
gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 
Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad 
tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad 
fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. Therefore, by their fruits you will know 
them. Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to 
Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, 
and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 
from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” (Matthew 7:15–23)

These words remained in John’s mind, “Beware of false prophets.” Anyone who appeared to be 
teaching the truth of God but did not teach the gospel of Jesus Christ was nothing more than an 
imposter; a wolf in sheep’s clothing. These wolves could be identified as false prophets, not just by 
what they did but also by what they said. They would be inconsistent in their behaviors and deviate 
from the truth Jesus had taught them. Anyone who practiced these deceitful behaviors would one 
day be judged and condemned.  
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RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read 2 John

It would be many years after this sermon that the apostle John would include this topic in his letter 
known as 2 John. He too will remind his audience to be aware of false doctrine being taught by those 
who look like a sheep but were actually a wolf. John wrote so that others would know how to recog-
nize and combat their lies. The answer was Jesus. By knowing Jesus, a person knows the Truth. The 
One who is True triumphs over the one who deceives. John knew there was an enemy to the gospel, 
but he also knew the truth found in Jesus was all that was necessary to overcome the adversary.

Today we also need to be on guard and need to be able to identify false teachings. When we read 
the Bible diligently and surround ourselves with teachers who will point us back to scripture, we will 
be able to quickly identify anything that does not align itself with God’s Word. We can also ask the 
Holy Spirit to help us recognize false doctrine, to speak up against it, and to not support their 
endeavors. John calls this type of false teaching an antichrist (v.7) and warns against even associat-
ing with these individuals (v.10). 

One of John’s greatest desires was to hear that people were walking in the truth of Jesus Christ (v.4), 
loving one another (v.5), and following God’s commandments (v.6). A false teacher will not share 
John’s desires and will twist and confuse the truth of God. We need to be on guard, ready with scrip-
ture to refute and correct those who would try to lead us astray. The book of 2 John will not take 
long to read, but its content is worth following for a lifetime.  
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EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

1. After reading 2 John, list any repetitive words and note the verse next to it. 

2. Look at your list. What was John trying to convey by using these repetitive words? 

3. How do these verses describe Jesus?  
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EXPERIENCE 2 

2 John 1–3

1. Read 2 John 1. How does John identify himself as he opens his letter? 

2. Who is John writing to in verse 1?

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

Most commentators put forth two primary ideas regarding who John’s intended recipient was for this 
letter.  

• “The phrase [to the elect lady and her children] is more likely to be a personification than a 
person—not the church at large but some local church over which the elder’s jurisdiction was recog-
nized, ‘her children’ being the church’s individual members.” (John Stott, The Letters of John, p. 203) 
 
Most likely reason:
• “The letter was intended for an individual, but John did not name himself, the elect lady or her 
children by name because this was written during a time of persecution. Perhaps John did not want to 
implicate anyone by name in a written letter. If the letter was intercepted and the authorities knew 
who it was written to, it might mean death for those persons.” (David Guzik, blueletterbible.org)

3. Once again, John emphasizes truth as an essential part of a believer’s walk. What does John  
 say about truth in verses 1–2?
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 a. John spent much of his first letter talking about the truth found in Jesus, particularly in
  1 John 2:15–29. Knowing that Jesus declared Himself to be “the way, the truth, and  
  the life” in His “I Am” statements, let’s see what John has to say about the meaning of  
  the word truth from his gospel. Read the following verses and note what you learn  
  about the truth found in Jesus and why it is so important.  

  John 8:25–26

  John 14:16–18

  John 16:13–15

  John 17:17–19

4. Read 2 John 3. List in order what can be experienced by a believer from God the Father  
 and the Lord Jesus Christ when truth is received by faith. Define each word.  

 a. Notice the order listed above. Explain how these three work together in this order at the  
  time of salvation.

 b. After talking about John’s affection for the elect lady and her children, as well as God’s  
  affection for us, John ends verse 3 using the words “in truth and love.” Explain how  
  grace, mercy, and peace is connected to truth and love in the lives of a believer. 



WEEK 8: KNOW TRUTH AND RECOGNIZE THE IMPOSTER  |  117

EXPERIENCE 3

2 John 4–6

1. Read 2 John 4–6 and then answer the following questions:

 a. There are two purposes for John’s letter seen in these verses. List them below.

  Verse 4:

  Verse 5:

 b. The word walk is used three times in verses 4-6. Describe the Christian walk that John is   
  both witnessing and exhorting Christians to live. 

2. Let’s look further at what it means to walk in truth. Read 1 Kings 2:1–4. This passage of scrip- 
 ture was King David’s charge to his son, Solomon, before his death. Solomon would soon   
 become Israel’s king. What were David’s commands to Solomon about walking in truth?

 
 a. Do you see a connection between truth and love in 1 Kings 2:1–4? Explain the connection. 
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DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“The truth is the truth about Jesus Christ, as opposed to the lies of the false teachers (1 John 2:21-
23). John refers to truth five times in the first four verses of this brief letter. In contrast to so many in 
our culture who dogmatically deny truth (‘There are no ultimate realities’) or absurdly define it 
according to personal preference (‘Your truth is your truth, and my truth is my truth’), John declared 
the existence of an Absolute. God is that ultimate standard by which all else can be judged. God is 
true, His words and ways are true, whatever or whoever contradicts or opposes Him is false, decep-
tive and dangerous. Christian leaders, teachers and parents must engage now in the difficult but 
critical battle for truth. To paraphrase a familiar saying: ‘All that is required for Deception to triumph 
is for the people of the Truth to do nothing.’ Begin an intentional campaign to teach those under 
your care how to distinguish between truth and error.” (Life Application Study Bible, p. 2156)

3. Read 2 John 5. John has a plea for the elect lady that he also shared with the churches in
 1 John 3:11. What is the plea?

4. During Jesus’ earthly ministry, the Pharisees who were the Jewish religious leaders at the   
 time opposed Jesus and sought to trap Him with questions about the law. In Matthew    
 22:34–40 they come to Jesus to test Him regarding the greatest commandment. They tried   
 to see if Jesus’ teaching coincided with the Law of Moses or opposed it. Jesus goes to the   
 heart of the law in His answer. Read Matthew 22:34–40 and answer the following questions. 

 a. When asked in verse 36 which commandment in the law was the greatest, Jesus’    
  response in verses 37–39 echoes Deuteronomy 6:4–5, known as the Shema. Write the   
  commandment from the law as seen in Deuteronomy 6:4–5. 
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 b. Jesus gives two commands in Matthew 22:34–40. What does He add to the first
  command? 

 c. How does Jesus ultimately answer the Pharisee’s question regarding the importance  
  of love and its impact upon all the commandments?

5. Read 2 John 6. In verse 6, John summarizes his thoughts from verses 1–6 by tying truth,  
 love, and obedience together. He tells us this is how we should walk. How does he tie   
 them all together in our Christian walk? 
  

EXPERIENCE 4 

2 John 7–13

1. Read 2 John 7. After setting the foundation for Biblical truth, love, and obedience,

 John  now gives the reason why. What warning does he give fellow believers in verse 7?

 



2. The word deceiver in verse 7 is planos in the Greek (Strong’s G4108) and can be defined as    

 one who is an imposter. It is taken from the word planao (Strong’s G4105) which means to    

 cause to wander or lead astray. How does John say you can recognize an imposter of the     

 gospel? What does he call them? If you recall, he also spoke of this in 1 John 2:18–19 and    

 4:2–3.

 a. Why is it important to be able to identify them? 

3. Read 2 John 8. John commands believers to “look to yourselves” or to “watch out” concerning   

 deceivers. Based on what you learned in 2 John 1–6, how do we “look to ourselves” so that we   

 are protected from being deceived? 

 a. John adds in verse 8 that our spiritual rewards can be affected by deceivers. He echoed   
  this in Revelation 3:11 by quoting Jesus. Explain how deception can affect our spiritual   
  life in Christ and eternal rewards.  

4. Read the following verses and note what you learn about the way deceivers behave and   
 lure others away from the truth.
 
 Romans 16:18
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 2 Timothy 3:13–14

 Hebrews 13:9

 Jude 3–5

5. Look up the following verses about how to guard ourselves from those who seek to deceive. 

 2 Timothy 3:15

 Matthew 26:41

 Ephesians 6:10–11

6. The word transgresses used in 2 John 9 is parabainō in the Greek (Strong’s G3845). It means   
 to fall away or go by the side of. Describe the contrast seen in verse 9. 

7. Read 2 John 9–11 and answer the following questions:

 a. What does John say regarding the doctrine of Christ and people in verse 9?



 b. Read John 8:31–36. How does abiding in the doctrine of Christ (truth) confirm that we are   
  God’s children? 

 c. Read John 7:16–18. How do you recognize the doctrine of Christ from the doctrine of
  man (deceivers)? 

 d. What should be the response toward someone who brings this false doctrine in verses   
  10–11? Why?

8. Read 2 John 12–13. How does he end his letter? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“When John says ‘greet’ in his culture that meant to show hospitality and give aid; yet, for the weak 
or unskilled believer, it is best if they do not even greet (in the sense of speaking to) those who 
promote a false Jesus (like the Mormons or Jehovah’s witnesses). This does not mean that we should 
have nothing to do with those who are caught by the cults. As John indicates, we should make a 
distinction between those who teach these Christ-denying doctrines (those who bring this doctrine) 
and those who merely believe the doctrines without trying to spread them.” (Dave Guzik, Enduring 
Word, www.blueletterbible.org) 
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9. Go back to Experience 1 and review the observations you made about these verses. From your  
 observations and study of 2 John, write a summary statement of these verses. 

 

ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

Our world is filled with counterfeits. If you walk the streets of New York City, you will find vendors 
who sell look-alike designer purses. The online marketplace is filled with copycat high-end sneak-
ers, jewelry, watches, and clothes. Not only are counterfeit goods sold but sometimes the very 
money used to buy them can be counterfeit too. It takes a watchful person, with a trained eye, to 
identify the fake. 

As John points out, it is no different among the Christian community; imposters are among us 
and try to lure us away from the gospel of Jesus Christ. Under the power of Satan, they’ve gone 
out into the world as the antithesis of Jesus in motive, yet masquerading as light (2 Corinthians 
11:14). We can know our enemy, Satan, and study his ways. John said in John 10:10 that Satan 
is a thief who seeks to steal, kill, and destroy. He is the greatest counterfeit of all, charming us to 
buy what he is selling. John told us to pay attention to our personal walk of faith in Jesus. Abiding 
in the truth of the gospel is our greatest weapon against those seeking to deceive. 

Let’s apply what we learned in 2 John by using the gospel test which John referred to as “the 
doctrine of Christ” in 2 John 9. 



TEST #8: The Gospel Test

1. John said in 2 John 2 and 9 the truth abides in us (v.2), and we are to abide in the doctrine of  
 Christ (v.9). Describe what this means to you as a Christian living in today’s world. 

2. How does abiding in the truth of the gospel protect you against those seeking to deceive you or  
 presenting a counterfeit Christianity? 

3. John also said in verse 6 to walk according to God’s commandments. How does our obedience  
 to Christ’s commandments protect us from deceivers? 

4. In Acts 17:11 Paul told us the Berean Jews were of a noble character. Everything they were   
 spiritually taught, they received with eagerness but tested it against the Scriptures. Following are  
 listed some things you might hear regarding “Christianity.” Next to each statement give a verse  
 to refute it or write a statement of Biblical truth.
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 Christian statement or advice    Truth of the gospel

 “We are all good people at heart. 
 God wouldn’t send anyone to hell.” 

 “If you believe it, you’ll receive it.”

 “Jesus was just a really wise man.”

 “Jesus is just a way, not the only way 
 to God/heaven.”

 “If you believe and work hard, God 
 will save you.”

 “As long as I believe, I can live any 
 way I want.”

 Add your own: 
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DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD 

“Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God. 
Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.” 2 John 9 (ESV)
  

Praise God for an abiding relationship with God through Jesus for all who believe. 

Delight in God’s Word and the teaching of Christ.

Rest in Truth and recognize your enemy for who he is.  

Close in Prayer

5. It has been said concerning the doctrine of Christ that we should test our experiences against  
 the Word of God but never test the Word of God by our experience. What does this mean?   
 How can testing the Word of God by our experience lead us into a false doctrine? 

6. In what ways have you found the message of counterfeit Christianity similar to the true
 gospel of Jesus Christ? In what critical ways have you found them different?
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Teaching Videos and handouts are available for free at www.delightinginthelord.com. 
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