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Stacy has been teaching women God’s Word for over 15 years. 
She has learned many Biblical truths through difficult trials. 
Beginning at the age of three with her mother’s brain aneurism, 
to the death of her fourth son and through invasive breast 
cancer, Stacy’s faith has been tried and tested many times over. 
Her life gives testimony to God’s redeeming and transforming 
power. Stacy teaches the truths of God’s Word with passion, 
desiring to share with all women how to go through everyday 
struggles victoriously in Jesus Christ. She lives in PA with her 
husband, Barclay. They have six children.

MEET THE AUTHORS

Brenda’s background in education, along with her many years as 
a classroom teacher, was foundational for the plans God had for 
her to serve Him. In 2006, she transitioned away from instruct-
ing young people how to read literature and began teaching 
women how they can have a closer walk with the Lord through 
reading and studying their Bible. She is an enthusiastic teacher 
who loves a great visual to help demonstrate practical ways to 
apply God’s Word to real life. Brenda lives in PA with her 
husband, Michael, and their two children.

Stacy Davis

Brenda Harris
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And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an 
understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in 

Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ.
This is the true God and eternal life.

1 John 5:20
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OUR APPROACH TO GOD’S WORD 

THE R.E.A.D. APPROACH

To get the most out of this study, you will want 
to ensure the time you are studying God’s 
Word is not just an academic exercise, but is 
for your personal application and life transfor-
mation. The goal of studying God’s Word is to 
know God; who He is, what He has done, and 
why this is important for you. Studying the Bible 
should increase your faith in God. As you read 
the Bible, God is interacting with you. Your 
study time becomes a life-giving, life-changing 
experience, not just head knowledge. However, 
God’s Word can only be personal and 
life-changing when the Spirit of the Living God 
is in your heart (John 14:17). 

All of the Delighting in the Lord studies use a study model we developed called R.E.A.D. This model takes 
you from reading the verses, to experiencing and understanding the details of the verses, on to applying 
them to your life, and finishing with delighting in God. The DITL studies are all verse-by-verse in their 
approach, allowing Scripture to interpret Scripture as you study. Our hope in writing these studies is that 
you will learn to understand the Bible and the heart of God. 

Each week of study takes you through the R.E.A.D. approach. The week begins with an introduction 
written from John’s perspective as an eyewitness to Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. The stories are 
taken from the gospels and exemplify what John first learned and then passes on to us in 1,2,3 John. 

Prayer
Luke 24:45 tells us that “He [Jesus] opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scrip-
tures.” After Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared before His disciples on numerous occasions. He 
spoke these words to them shortly before ascending into heaven. Jesus helped them understand the 
Scriptures; all that had been written in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms to that point. 

It is the same for us. Jesus will open our understanding to the Bible. 

For this reason, we encourage you to start in prayer every time you approach God’s Word. Ask God to 
open your mind to His understanding, make His Word clear to you, and reveal truths of who He is. 
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As soon as this spiritual transformation takes 
place in your heart, the Holy Spirit communicates 
with your spirit all the Truths found in God and 
made known through Jesus Christ. 

Jesus is the only way to be born of the spirit and 
have eternal life. This is how the study of God’s 
Word becomes personal. It begins with a 
personal relationship through faith in Jesus 
Christ. If you’ve never accepted Jesus as your 
Lord and Savior, turn to the Delighting in My 
Salvation page of this study. This is your first step. 



The Experiencing portion is where you will interact with God through His Word to gain spiritual 
understanding. This section will help you answer the questions, “Who, what, where, when, and why.” 
To do this you will go verse-by-verse answering inductive and deductive questions. You will observe 
details, see connections, and interpret what is being said within context so that you can draw conclu-
sions. There might also be questions that have you looking in other books of the Bible. Our hope is 
for you to see God’s cohesive voice throughout Scripture. 

Each week’s verses are broken into smaller sections called Experience 1, Experience 2, and so forth. 
You may choose to do all of these sections in one sitting or space them out throughout the week.

The weekly titles reflect truths about Jesus found in the verses for that week. In the gospel of John, 
John heard Jesus make “I Am” statements about Himself. John reiterates these truths in 1,2,3 John. 
We will be tying these “I Am” statements from the gospel of John into John’s letter in the Experienc-
ing portion.  

ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

In this part of the study, you will be applying the verses to your life. Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word 
of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division 
of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart.” Through the Holy Spirit, God’s Word will speak to the deep places of your life. 

As the name of the study implies, the overarching theme of these letters is that we can be confident 
of who God is through an abiding relationship with Jesus Christ. We can know Jesus intimately and 
be assured of our salvation. John gives multiple tests of our saving relationship through “if, then” 
statements throughout his letter. In the Acting sections, we will take a test John introduced in the 
verses that week. You’ll apply that test to your life. The tests are ways of knowing our lives give testi-
mony to Jesus being our Lord and Savior. 

 DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

Our ministry’s foundational verse is Psalm 27:4. This verse tells us to delight in the Lord’s perfections 
and to meditate in His temple. In this final section, you will end by praising God for who He is. 

With each week of study, start by reading the designated verses from beginning to end. This will help 
you understand the big picture of what is being said as well as see the context. You may see consis-
tencies, repeated words, and themes being developed. Read slowly and thoughtfully. 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD
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STUDY SUGGESTIONS
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COMMITMENT AND PLANNING
Dedication and a time commitment will be needed to get the full benefit of this study. Plan on setting 
aside 1–2 hours a week to complete the whole week’s study. You will find that your investment in God’s 
Word will be seen in your spiritual growth. Plan on coming to study with your weekly lesson completed. 

BIBLE TRANSLATIONS
The DITL studies use the New King James version (NKJV) of the Bible when writing the study questions. 
You may find it easier to use this same translation. We recommend using a literal Bible translation such 
as KJV, NASB or ESV for the study if you don’t use the NKJV. 

BIBLE COMMENTARIES AND RESOURCES
We recommend that you don’t use any Bible commentaries or resources until after you have studied 
the weekly verses yourself, allowing the Holy Spirit to direct your understanding. It can be tempting to 
read the commentary in study Bibles and online. Give yourself time to understand what is being said 
in each verse before turning to resources. We promise you that God will give you light bulb moments 
in your study time as you dig into the verses yourself. If you find yourself struggling with a question, 
leave the answer blank and bring that question to your small group discussion time. 

In the study you may notice references to Strong’s Concordance. It may look something like this: First-
born is protokos (Strong’s G4416). When you see this, it means that we are giving you the original word 
used in either the Hebrew (Old Testament) or Greek (New Testament) so that you can better under-
stand the word usage. This often helps give a deeper understanding of what is being said through the 
use of that word. 

Here are some suggested resources to use after you’ve completed each week’s questions: 

• The Bible Knowledge Commentary by Walvoord and Zook
• Warren Wiersbe Commentaries
• www.blueletterbible.org
• The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible
• Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words



HOW TO USE THIS STUDY

Individual or Small Group:
The DITL studies can be used individually or with a group. If using on your own, we suggest doing 
the study pages over the course of a week then following up with the teaching video. If you are 
doing the study with a group, we recommend all ladies complete the study on their own throughout 
the week. When the ladies meet, break a large group into smaller ones; each group with a leader to 
guide the discussion. Following the small group time, watch the teaching video as one group or 
have the ladies watch later on their own. 

Teaching Videos:
A teaching video accompanies each week of the study. The video should be considered a capstone 
on your personal study time. It is meant to tie everything together and to give you some additional 
insights into the verses that were studied that week. The teaching videos are helpful but not 
required. The study is written to guide you deep into the verses yourself. Our goal is for you to gain 
understanding through the Holy Spirit and begin to learn on your own. Should you desire the teach-
ing component of the study, our videos can be viewed on the ministry website: 
www.delightinginthelord.com. A free teaching video set can also be requested for groups by email-
ing info@delightinginthelord.com. 

Week 1 Format:
The first week of study is an introductory week. There is no homework, and the introductory video 
may be watched at the start of the study. There are Teaching Note pages for all the video lessons. 
For week one, these two pages are found at the beginning of the study. For all other weeks, they are 
found at the end of each week. 

Let’s get started!
We are so thrilled that you have chosen to study God’s Word. There is truly nothing better you can 
be doing with your time. The benefit will overflow into all areas of your life as God works through 
you by the power of His Word. We are praying for you. 

In Christ’s love, 
Stacy and Brenda
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DELIGHTING IN MY SALVATION

God desires a personal relationship with you. Maybe you’ve never heard that before. He loves you so 
much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for you. In His love for you, God provided His Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be the perfect sacrifice for your sin. When Jesus was crucified on the cross nearly 2,000 
years ago, God put the sins of the whole world onto His perfect Son, Jesus, so that through Him you’d 
have forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus paid the penalty for your sin and provided a way to God.

The first step in receiving the forgiveness Jesus offers is by acknowledging you have lived your life apart 
from Him. You have followed your own motives and desires. In God’s eyes, this is sin. Sin carries eternal 
consequences and separation from God. Salvation begins with repentance. Everyone must recognize they 
are sinful human beings in need of a Savior. Jesus is the answer to our sin problem. If you have never 
prayed to Jesus to ask Him into your heart, it is a simple prayer of acknowledging your faith in Jesus and 
asking Him to forgive you of your sins. 

THE CONVERSATION WITH GOD IS LIKE THIS...

“Dear God, I admit I am a sinner and have lived my life doing what I want. You are perfectly holy, and 
I am not. My sin grieves You and separates me from You. Please forgive me.” 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23)

“I believe that You provided Jesus Christ as the answer for my sin through His death on the cross. He 
paid my sin debt in full. He is my perfect substitute. Because of Him, I am cleansed forever from my sin.”

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6:23)

“Lord, please come into my heart and life. From this day forward, I desire to know You more and want 
to begin a personal relationship with You as my Savior and Lord.  Thank You for Your free gift of salva-
tion and that I am no longer separated from You but am filled with You by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

"If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9)

“Thank You, God, for forgiving me.  Please help me to grow to know You better and to live a life that 
pleases You from this day forward. Amen.”
 

If you have prayed to accept Christ as your Savior, please tell someone today! Share this exciting 
news with a close Christian friend, your small group leader, or your pastor. They will be thrilled to 
encourage you in your faith and your decision to follow Jesus!
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INTRODUCTION TO 1,2,3 JOHN
WEEK 1
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Teaching Title

WEEK 1: TEACHING NOTES

Teaching Videos and handouts are available for free at www.delightinginthelord.com. 

12  |   KNOW HIM: LIGHT, LOVE, TRUTH



Teaching Title

WEEK 1: TEACHING NOTES

Teaching Videos and handouts are available for free at www.delightinginthelord.com. 
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BACKGROUND ON 1,2,3 JOHN

Before you begin this study, write down everything you already know about the books of 1,2,3  John.

INTRODUCTION
Before there were telephones, e-mails, texts, and social media, a written letter was one of the ways 
people communicated with one another when they lived apart. The written correspondence was often 
anticipated and long awaited. Sometimes it was reread to others in order to share the news it contained. 
Letters were personal and specific, and may have contained everything from devastating news to inter-
esting events, or even words of endearment. The content on the page expressed what could not be said 
face to face due to miles that separated the people communicating or circumstances that prohibited 
them from being together. Long ago, a letter was the easiest way to express what was important for both 
the sender and the recipient. 
 
There are three letters John wrote while in Ephesus to communicate different messages to each of his 
intended recipients. 
 
In his first letter, John wanted to remind the churches of Asia Minor of the truth about Jesus Christ and 
how to be assured they would spend eternity with Him. It also included information which dispelled the 
falsehoods of the Gnostics and their apostasy. John encouraged his readers to walk in the light of Christ 
and not the darkness of false teachings. He emphasized the intimate knowledge we have of Jesus Christ 
from His abiding presence in our lives.  
 
In his second letter, it is thought John wrote to an elect lady and her children (2 John 1). Some commen-
tators believe the “elect lady” could also be referring to a local church. Either way, John’s letter 
cautioned believers about false teachers known as Gnostics who were coming into local communities. 
This doctrine suggested Jesus did not come as God in a flesh and blood human body but rather only 
seemed to be a real human. John reminded his readers this simply was not true, and anyone teaching 
this idea was trying to deceive them. John suggests that anyone speaking or teaching false doctrine 
should not be welcomed nor their words entertained. 
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AUTHOR 
The apostle John is believed to be the author of the three epistles even though he never identifies 
himself as such in these letters. In second and third John, he begins his letters by calling himself 
“the elder.” It would seem this is an apt title, considering he was the last living apostle of Christ. 
 
John was the son of Zebedee, and his mother was Salome, Mary’s sister (Mary the mother of 
Jesus: Matthew 27:56, John 19:25, Mark 15:40). He lived in the town of Bethsaida which was 
located on the Sea of Galilee. John was a fisherman along with his father and his older brother, 
James, until the day Jesus called the two brothers to become His disciples. Jesus nicknamed James 
and John the Sons of Thunder (Mark 3:17). Although we do not know exactly why Jesus gave them 
this title, Luke 9:51–56 may give us an idea. In this account James and John asked Jesus if He
wanted them to command fire to rain down on the people of a Samaritan village because they did 
not receive Christ when He visited them. This gives us a look into their zealous demeanor so 
perhaps this was why they were given this title. When Jesus was crucified, He committed His 
mother Mary (John’s aunt) into John’s care.  

John’s third letter was written to a Christian named Gaius who needed encouragement in his min-
istry. John also rebuked a man named Diotrephes. He was behaving arrogantly and speaking 
maliciously which caused division within the church. The church needed to be warned of his influ-
ence and behavior. Within the same letter John commended a man named Demetrius as some-
one who was living a godly lifestyle. He was a good example for the church, and his life was worthy of 
recognition.  
 
In these letters John expressed how he looked forward to seeing the recipients face to face, but 
in the meantime, the letters were for their edification until the time he would come in person.  
John warns of the impact sin can have on a believer’s life and fellowship with God, as well as with 
those in the body of Christ. John wanted all those who put their faith in Jesus Christ to know Him 
as the One who is Light, Love, and Truth. Having intimate, personal knowledge of Jesus Christ for 
over three years, John knew Jesus. We can too through an abiding relationship with God through 
Jesus, and by walking in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

In his letters John will tell us that we can know that we know Jesus. In knowing Him, we know 
what He desires of us. 

•  Know Him as Light so we walk in light.
•  Know Him as Truth so we walk in truth.
•  Know Him as Righteous so we walk in righteousness.
•  Know Him as Love so we walk in love.
•  Know Him as the One where abundant and eternal life are found so we live both                                                          
 abundantly and eternally focused.
 
John will encourage us to be armed with truth so we can recognize and say no to Satan’s lies, 
lures, and lawlessness. 1,2,3 John was more than just a set of interesting letters containing news; 
these letters are life giving. They are filled with assurances about our faith and tests that we can 
apply to our lives which confirm we truly are a child of God. 
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Both James and John went on to serve the Lord after His ascent into heaven. James was martyred 
for Christ (Acts 12:2), and John traveled with Peter to spread the gospel. John wrote the gospel of 
John (approximately 85 A.D.) and shortly thereafter, wrote 1,2,3 John. He became known as the 
disciple of love and referred to himself as the “beloved disciple” and “the disciple whom Jesus 
loved” (John 20:2, John 21:20). Persecuted by the Roman emperor Domitian, John was sent to the 
isle of Patmos around 88–89 A.D. It was there the Lord revealed end times prophecy to him, and 
he recorded what he learned in the book of Revelation. It is believed John lived well into his 90’s.

DATE WRITTEN
The three epistles are believed to be written around 90 A.D. 
 
MAP
All three letters were likely written from Ephesus

16 |   KNOW HIM: LIGHT, LOVE, TRUTH

AS YOU GET STARTED
Summarize any information you gained after reading the introduction to 1,2,3 John. 

In the space below, write a prayer to the Lord about what you hope to gain from Him as you study 
the books of 1,2,3 John.

www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-
study-bible/introduction-to-1-3-john/



WEEK 2: KNOW THE LIGHT 
WEEK 2
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John’s third letter was written to a Christian named Gaius who needed encouragement in his min-
istry. John also rebuked a man named Diotrephes. He was behaving arrogantly and speaking 
maliciously which caused division within the church. The church needed to be warned of his influ-
ence and behavior. Within the same letter John commended a man named Demetrius as some-
one who was living a godly lifestyle. He was a good example for the church, and his life was worthy of 
recognition.  
 
In these letters John expressed how he looked forward to seeing the recipients face to face, but 
in the meantime, the letters were for their edification until the time he would come in person.  
John warns of the impact sin can have on a believer’s life and fellowship with God, as well as with 
those in the body of Christ. John wanted all those who put their faith in Jesus Christ to know Him 
as the One who is Light, Love, and Truth. Having intimate, personal knowledge of Jesus Christ for 
over three years, John knew Jesus. We can too through an abiding relationship with God through 
Jesus, and by walking in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

In his letters John will tell us that we can know that we know Jesus. In knowing Him, we know 
what He desires of us. 

•  Know Him as Light so we walk in light.
•  Know Him as Truth so we walk in truth.
•  Know Him as Righteous so we walk in righteousness.
•  Know Him as Love so we walk in love.
•  Know Him as the One where abundant and eternal life are found so we live both                                                          
 abundantly and eternally focused.
 
John will encourage us to be armed with truth so we can recognize and say no to Satan’s lies, 
lures, and lawlessness. 1,2,3 John was more than just a set of interesting letters containing news; 
these letters are life giving. They are filled with assurances about our faith and tests that we can 
apply to our lives which confirm we truly are a child of God. 



Although his mind and body had aged, John’s heart was still on fire for Jesus as he neared the end 
of his life. The oldest living apostle remained passionate about sharing all he knew about Jesus. 
From the day John the Baptist declared, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world,” a response was needed from all who heard, and John was no exception. Did he believe 
Jesus truly was the Messiah? If so, that changed everything. (John 1:29–34) 

One day John was fishing with Peter, Andrew, and James when Jesus approached. He called out to 
them saying, “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men.” It was decision time. Would he follow 
Jesus or reject His invitation? John didn’t hesitate; he immediately put down his nets and followed 
Jesus. (Matthew 4:19–22)

For three years John was an eyewitness to Jesus’ life and a part of His inner circle of closest friends. 
John, along with Peter and James, saw incredible things the other disciples did not observe, such 
as a little girl raised from the dead (Mark 5:37), Jesus transfigured on a high mountain (Matthew 
17:1–9), and His agony as He prayed in the Garden of 
Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36–46). John also witnessed 
Jesus’ physical death (John 19:25–27) and His bodily resur-
rection (John 20:19). He sat at Jesus’ feet receiving instruc-
tion that turned religion upside down. Jesus wanted hearts 
and lives, not just dutiful actions. 

As John and the other disciples gathered together on the 
evening of Jesus’ resurrection, Jesus miraculously entered 
the room and showed them His wounds from His hands and 
side. The wounds which brought forth His death had not 
kept Him in the grave! Jesus was alive! Pure joy filled John’s 
heart as Jesus breathed on them and said, “Peace to you! ... Receive the Holy Spirit'' (John 20:
20–22). Several weeks later, outside of Jerusalem, John saw Jesus for the last time on earth as He 
ascended into heaven to be with His Father in glory (Luke 24:50–52). 

Having been an eyewitness to Jesus’ physical life, death, and resurrection, John believed beyond a 
shadow of doubt that Jesus is real and salvation in Him is a sure thing. John knew of Jesus, but 
after he put his faith in Him, he could confidently declare he knew Jesus as his Lord and Savior. 
This knowledge came with the responsibility of assuring others that they too could know Jesus 
(Matthew 28:18–20). Until John’s dying breath, he proclaimed what his ears had heard, his eyes 
had seen, and his hands had touched; Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world.  

WEEK 2: KNOW THE LIGHT

WE NO LONGER NEED TO 
WALK IN DARKNESS AND 

FEAR ETERNITY. RATHER, 
WE CAN KNOW THE ONE 
JOHN WILL CALL “LIGHT” 

AND HAVE LIFE BOTH 
NOW AND FOREVER.
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It is from this perspective and knowledge that John wrote 1 John. He was both a witness and a 
participant to the light of Christ in a dark world. He writes with conviction, assuring us that we can 
know Christ personally, just as he did. We can be assured we are saved and that our sins are 
forgiven through the blood of Jesus Christ. We no longer need to walk in darkness and fear eternity. 
Rather, we can know the One John will call “light” and have life both now and forever. 

As we begin studying the first ten verses of chapter one, hope and encouragement burst forth from 
the pages of Scripture. We, like John, are invited to experience a similar fellowship he enjoyed over 
his lifetime which includes walking in the light, fellowshipping with other believers, and forgiveness 
of sins. This is what it means to know the Light and to live the life He offers to all.

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read 1 John 1:1–10

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

1. After reading 1 John 1:1–10, list any repetitive words and note the verse next to it. 

2. Look at your list. What was John trying to convey by using these repetitive words?
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3. How do these verses describe Jesus?

EXPERIENCE 2
1 John 1:1–4

1. Read 1 John 1:1. What does John say was from the beginning? What fundamental truth is John  

 stating? 

2. How does John describe his credibility as an eyewitness to Jesus’ life in verse 1? 

 a. Why might John have used several physical senses to describe Jesus? 

3. John also wrote the gospel of John. There are many parallels between his gospel and what he  

 wrote in 1 John. One of the parallels we will find is definitive statements about Jesus. These   

 statements mirror what Jesus said about Himself during His earthly ministry. These truths clearly  

 impacted John, as they should us. They are referred to by theologians as “I Am” statements of  

 Christ. Read the following verses below and write the “I Am” statements found in the verse(s).  

 Throughout the study, we will explore these connections found in 1 John.

    

 John 6:35,51

 John 8:12
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John 8:58

John 10:7,9

John 10:11,14

John 11:25

John 14:6

John 15:1,5

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“If the founders of the world’s philosophies and religious systems were alive on earth today, they 
could only say, ‘I was.’ They are dead, and they can’t personally help you. Jesus doesn’t say, ‘I 
was.’ He is alive and says, ‘I AM.’ He can meet our needs today. He is alive this very moment and 
offers us a satisfying spiritual life in the present tense. ‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever’ (Hebrews 13:8). Past history, present reality, and future certainty all unite today in 
Jesus Christ, the great I AM. The I AM statements recorded in Scripture reveal the depths of the 
Christian life and how God’s children can go deeper by living with Jesus in the present tense.”
(W. Wiersbe, Jesus in the Present Tense, p. 11–12)

4. The “I Am” statement in John 8:58 is also a statement God made about Himself to Moses.   

 Read Exodus 3:14–15. The name I AM comes from the Hebrew word YHWH which is trans-  

 lated into Yahweh, or the LORD. The name conveys God’s eternal existence, ongoing pres-  

 ence, and immutable character. How do these verses support what John is saying in 1 John   

 1:1 about Jesus? Why is this an important truth that John establishes from the start of his   

 letter? 
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5. In 1 John 1:1 John equates Jesus with the Word of life. Read John 1:1, 1:4 and 1:14. How do  

 these verses give more understanding to “Word of life” in verse 1 regarding God and Jesus? 

6. The term “Word of life” is used only two times in the Bible. Read Philippians 2:12–16. We are  

 told to hold fast the word of life in these verses. How does the word of life affect both our   

 faith and our actions? 

7. Read 1 John 1:2–4 and answer the following questions:

 a. What does John declare about eternal life? 

 b. What does John declare about fellowship? 

 c. What does John declare about joy? 

 d. Describe how eternal life, fellowship, and joy are all connected.
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8. From what you just learned in 1 John 1:1–4, what “I Am” statements does John tie together?  
 What is John saying about the life of Christ and our life in Him? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Fellowship is Christ’s answer to the loneliness of life. Joy is His answer to the emptiness, the 
hollowness, of life. John, in his epistle, used the word joy only once, but the idea of joy runs through 
the entire letter. Joy is not something that we manufacture for ourselves; joy is a wonderful 
bi-product of our fellowship with God. David knew the joy that John mentioned; he said, ‘In thy 
presence is fullness of joy.’” (W. Weirsbe, Be Real, p. 27)

EXPERIENCE 3 

1 John 1:5–10

1. Read 1 John 1:5. John had both heard and experienced a truth about Jesus. Look back at the
  “I Am” statements again. What statement is John declaring about Jesus in verse 5? 

2. John introduces the contrasts of light and darkness as well as truth and lies in verses 5–6.
 Let’s first look at light and darkness as seen in verse 5.
 
 a. How is God described in verse 5?
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 b. Read Romans 13:12–13. What are the works of darkness? 

 
 c. Read John 3:18–21. What effect does the light of Christ have on a person? 

 
3. Now let’s look at truth and lies. Read 1 John 1:6. Describe the self-deception seen in this verse.   
 This is the first of three false claims, or lies, that John will address in verses 6–11 regarding a    
 person’s communion with God and their actions. What false claim is seen in this verse regarding   
 fellowship with God and sin? 

 a. Read Isaiah 59:2. How does this verse support what John said in 1 John 1:6?

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“John’s definition of God as light is followed by a denial of three false claims in which the reader is 
probably right in hearing an echo of the erroneous teachings of the Gnostics. These men claimed to 
have entered into a higher fellowship with God than was known by most other Christians. They 
professed great things, but there was a flaw in their profession. They claimed to know God, but even 
as they made their claims, they showed by their actions that they failed to take sin, which is opposed 
to the nature of God, seriously. Their religion consisted from the ethical standpoint of what Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer called “easy grace.’” (James Montgomery Boice, The Epistles of John, p. 30).

4. In 1 John 1:5–6 John connected truth with light. Go back to John 3:18–21. Read verse 18a
 and 20–21. How are truth and light intertwined?
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5. In John 8:12 you learned that Jesus is the light of the world. Look at that verse again. What  
 does Jesus promise to those who walk in the light? Describe how following (John 8:12) and  
 fellowship (1 John 1:6) are tied to this promise.

6. Read 1 John 1:7. How does walking in the light affect our fellowship with other believers
 according to these verses?

7. Read Ephesians 5:8–14 and answer the following questions about a life which is
 characterized by either light or darkness.

 a. What do these verses tell you about walking as a child of the light?

 b. What do these verses tell you about the works of darkness?

8. Read 1 John 1:8. John gives a second false claim, or lie people tell themselves, in this  
 verse. What is the false claim about sin? What is this person actually declaring about   
 himself and Jesus?
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a. Read Romans 5:12. How does this verse refute the false claim in 1 John 1:8?
  

b. Read 1 Timothy 1:15. What was the reason behind God sending His Son, Jesus, into   
 the world? 

9. Use 1 John 1:5–8 to summarize the correlation of sin to a believer’s walk and fellowship  
 with God.  

10. Read 1 John 1:9. There is a remedy for everyone when sin occurs. What is that remedy?  
 What is our responsibility? 

11. Read Zechariah 3:1–5 and answer the following questions regarding an Old Testament  
 example of 1 John 1:9. 

 a. Who was standing before the Lord?

 b. Who was the accuser?
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 c. How was Joshua dressed?

 d. Who took away the filthy garments?

 e. How does this story demonstrate the truth of 1 John 1:9?

12. Read 1 John 1:10. Here is the third false claim, or lie, John addresses. What is it? 

 a. How does man make God a liar with this false claim?

 b. Read Romans 3:10–12 and 3:23. How do these verses refute the false claim? 

13. Go back to Experience 1 and review the observations made about these verses. From your   
 observations and study of 1 John 1:1–10, write a summary statement of these verses.

 

When did you move from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light? If you have never 
made this transition, you can put your faith in Jesus today through a simple prayer asking Him to 
forgive you. If you would like to do this, you may turn to the introductory pages and read how. 
You will find these simple steps under “Delighting in My Salvation” (page 10).
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DEEPER EXPERIENCE



ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

One of the reasons John wrote his epistle was to tell believers they can know there is eternal life 
available in Jesus Christ. I think most people crave confident assurances. We like to know what is 
coming next, that our car will start when we turn the key, that our body is healthy, and that our job 
is secure. We even like to be sure of what the expected weather will be on any given day. From the 
big things to the small, we want to have every confidence in things; we like assurances.

To give us assurances regarding our eternal life in Christ, John puts forth “tests” that we can apply 
to our lives. These tests are often seen when he uses the word “if” in the verses. John didn’t want 
his readers doubting their salvation. When doubt enters a believer’s mind, we can return to these 
tests for assurance.  

1 John 1:1–10 taught us that in Christ we can be assured of fellowship with God and a life of joy. 
The one thing that breaks our fellowship with God is sin. Sin will also rob us of joy. The first test 
John gives is the sin test. Apply this test to your life as you answer the questions below. 

TEST #1: The Sin Test

1. How have you witnessed the presence of Christ in your life? 
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2. Have you said that you have fellowship with God yet walk in darkness? (1 John 1:6)  
 Would your  choices and thoughts in the last 48 hours define your life as one charac- 
 terized by the darkness of this world or the light of Christ? Explain.

3. Are you conscious of the sin in your life? What was the last area of sin that you   
 sensed God’s conviction over? How did you respond? 

4. How does the sin test assure you of your salvation? 
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DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

“This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you that God is 
light and in Him is no darkness at all.” 1 John 1:5

Praise God that His life illuminates our lives, drawing us to Him. 

Delight in the Light of Christ.

Rest in the truth that the Light of Christ will guide you in all things. 

Close in Prayer
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KNOW THAT WE KNOW HIM
WEEK 3



5. In 1 John 1:1 John equates Jesus with the Word of life. Read John 1:1, 1:4 and 1:14. How do  

 these verses give more understanding to “Word of life” in verse 1 regarding God and Jesus? 

6. The term “Word of life” is used only two times in the Bible. Read Philippians 2:12–16. We are  

 told to hold fast the word of life in these verses. How does the word of life affect both our   

 faith and our actions? 

7. Read 1 John 1:2–4 and answer the following questions:

 a. What does John declare about eternal life? 

 b. What does John declare about fellowship? 

 c. What does John declare about joy? 

 d. Describe how eternal life, fellowship, and joy are all connected.

 

The tiny home was crowded with people. They stood shoulder to shoulder while others sat on the floor. 
Despite the small space, many gathered together desiring to hear what He said. The disciples were in 
attendance as Jesus stood in the midst of the crowded house and preached about the coming king-
dom. It seemed everyone wanted to know more about Jesus. His reputation had gone out in Caper-
naum as a miracle worker. Many, including a paralytic from the area, needed His healing touch.

Unable to get to Jesus himself, the paralyzed man’s friends brought him on his bed to Jesus. They 
knew Jesus was the answer to their friend’s handicap, but because the house was so full, the only way 
to Jesus was through the roof. In the midst of the crowd, they lowered their friend into Jesus’ presence. 
Knowing all, Jesus saw the faith of this crippled man’s advocates. Jesus turned to the man and said, 
“Son, your sins are forgiven.” 

The scribes couldn’t believe what they were hearing. Only God can forgive sins! Who did this man, 
Jesus, think He was? Jesus knew their thoughts and perceived their reasoning. They truly didn’t know 
Jesus. They didn’t know that He was the Son of God. Jesus pressed into their thoughts by asking them 
if it is easier to forgive sins or to tell the man to walk.

Jesus wanted them to know Him even more than seeing a miracle that day. 

Answering the doubt in their minds, Jesus said to the crowd, “But that you may know that the Son of 
Man has power on earth to forgive sins” (Mark 2:10). He then turned to the man and told him to get 
up and go home. As the man stood, the crowd gasped in amazement. Who was this Jesus? They had 
never seen anything like this. 

Throughout Jesus’ public ministry, John witnessed occasions like this over and over again. Jesus was 
seeking hearts that would believe He was the Messiah. Hearts that recognized they needed Him. 
Hearts that wanted to learn of Him. Little by little, John grew in his understanding of who Jesus was. 
Now, in his old age, he knows that Jesus remains the 
righteous Advocate for our sins, just as He was for this 
paralyzed man. We can have a relationship with Jesus 
and be assured of our forgiveness and eternity. 

In 1 John 2:1–14 John appeals to his readers as little 
children who know their Father. He desires they know 
their Father loves them so much that He gave them His 
Son, Jesus, to be the sacrifice for their sins. In knowing 
their Father, their life should be one of loving obedience. 
From the youngest in faith to the oldest and more spiri-
tually mature, John writes about the absolute assurance we can have in Jesus as the answer to our sin. 
Our broken lives, like the man in the story, can know the power and love of Jesus. We, too, can brightly 
reflect His life to others.  
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JESUS WAS SEEKING HEARTS 
THAT WOULD BELIEVE HE 

WAS THE MESSIAH.
HEARTS THAT RECOGNIZED 

THEY NEEDED HIM.
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RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read 1 John 2:1–14

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

1. After reading 1 John 2:1–14, list any repetitive words and note the verse next to it. 

2. Look at your list. What was John trying to convey by using these repetitive words? 

3. How do these verses describe Jesus? 

EXPERIENCE 2

1 John 2:1–11

1. Read 1 John 2:1–2 and answer the following questions:

 a. John says in verse 1 that he is writing this letter so that we won’t sin. From what you  

  learned in chapter 1, why would he start out by making this point? 



 b. Jesus possesses a threefold qualification to forgive our sins given in verses 1–2. He is our   
  Advocate with the Father, He is righteous, and He is the propitiation for our sins. Under-  
  standing God’s unmerited provision for our sin, read Romans 6:1–4. What do these verses  
  say about sin and our new life in Christ? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“The word propitiation is hilasmos (Strong’s G2434) in the Greek. It is the merciful means by 
which sin is covered or the penalty satisfied.” (www.blueletterbible.org)

2. Jesus declared in John 10:7 and 9 that He is the door of the sheep. A door speaks to both   
 entrance and separation. How does 1 John 2:1–2 confirm that Jesus offers people both   
 entrance and separation? 

3. The word Advocate in 1 John 2:1 is the Greek word parakletos (Strong’s G3875). It speaks of   
 someone who is summoned to come to a person’s aide, one who pleads another’s cause   
 before a judge, or an intercessor. John is the only New Testament writer to use this word when  
 speaking of the ministry of Christ and the Holy Spirit. Look up the following verses and note   
 what you learn about our Advocate:

 John 14:6

 John 14:26

 John 15:26

 John 16:7
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4. Read 1 John 2:3. The word know in this verse is ginosko (Strong’s G1097). John uses this  
 word 23 times in his letter. It means, “Knowing Jesus intimately as Lord and Savior.” This  
 knowledge should elicit a response from us. John puts forth a test to prove our salvation.  
 Explain. 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Jesus is the person through whom guilt for past sin and defilement from present sin are 
removed. The great basic truth behind this word [propitiation] is that through Jesus Christ our 
fellowship with God is first restored and then maintained.” (Barclay, The Letters of John and 
Jude, p. 44)

5. Read 1 John 2:4. What does John call the person who says he knows God but does not  
 obey Him? 

6. In the Old Testament God gave instruction to the Israelites about obedience. His desire was  
 for them to worship Him alone. His heart for love and obedience hasn’t changed. Read  
 Deuteronomy 6:4–9. Verse 4 is called the Shema from the Hebrew word hear. What did  
 God desire the Israelites to hear? How did God desire they respond to what they heard?
 

7. With your understanding from what you just learned in Deuteronomy 6, read 1 John 2:5–6.  
 Explain how the love of God both perfects a person and motivates a person to obey God.
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 a. How does this prove we know God?

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“The point here is that the one who knows God will increasingly lead a righteous life, for God is 
righteous. It does not mean that he will be sinless; John has already shown that anyone who claims 
this is lying. It simply means that he will be moving in a direction marked out by the righteousness of 
God. If he does not do this, if he is not increasingly dissatisfied with and distressed by sin, he is not 
God’s child.” (James M. Boice, The Epistles of John, p. 45)

8. Read 1 John 2:7–8 and answer the following questions. 

 a. John is referencing an old commandment. Read Leviticus 19:17–18 and Matthew 22:37–38.  
   What is the old commandment? 

 b. John says in verse 7 that this command was heard from the beginning. This is a phrase he   
   repeats in his letter. Read 1 John 1:1, 2:24, and 3:11. What does John want his readers to   
   know was true from the beginning? 

 c. John speaks of a new commandment in verse 8 that “is true in Him and in you.” The new   
   commandment is the same as the old one, only now it is clearly made known in a new way.   
   How has the old commandment of love been made known in a new way? 
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DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Agapāo (Strong’s G25) is both a noun and a verb. It can only be known by the action it prompts. 
Christian love has God for its primary object and expresses itself first of all in implicit obedience to 
His commandments. Self-will, that is, self-pleasing, is the negation of love to God. Christian love, 
whether exercised toward the brethren, or toward men generally, is not an impulse from the 
feelings, it does not always run with the natural inclinations, nor does it spend itself upon those 
for whom some affinity is discovered. Love seeks the welfare of all.” (Vines Expository Dictionary 
of New Testament Words, www.blueletterbible.org)

9. As John begins to lay the foundation for the outworking of love, he connects love and light.  
 Go back to the “I Am” statements in Week 2. What “I Am” statement is John stating again in  
 1 John 2:8 about Jesus? 

  a. How is love and light connected in 1 John 2:3–8? 

  b. Knowing the true light is now shining, how should that affect our walk in the darkness of  
   the world?  

10. John continues his light/darkness contrast. Read 1 John 2:9–11. Three kinds of people  
  are defined by the words, “He who.” Look at these three people and note the effect light  
  and love have on each one. 

  a. He who says….

  b. He who loves….

  c. He who hates….
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EXPERIENCE 3

1 John 2:12–14

Little Children
1. John addresses three groups of people in 1 John 2:12–14. In verse 12 the first group he   
 addresses is little children. In this verse the Greek word for children is teknion (Strong’s G5040).  
 It is the same word John used in 2:1. Who would be included in this group?

2. What does John point out about this group in verse 12? Why would this be something they need  
 to know and remember? Look back at 1:7 if needed.  

3. John addresses little children again in verse 13b. This time the word children is paidion   
 (Strong’s G3813) in the Greek. It refers to the youngest believers either of age or spiritual   
 maturity. Echoing what he said in 1 John 1:1–2, what does John want them to remember? Why  
 is this so important? 

4. Read Hebrews 5:12–14. What expectation is given to those who are young children in their   
 spiritual walk? 
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Fathers
5. Read 1 John 2:13a and 14a. John says the same thing two times to the fathers. What have they  
 known for a long time? How does this deepen their fellowship with God?

 a. Why do you think John reiterates this point to the oldest group of people?  

6. Read Titus 2:2–5. What expectation is given to those who are more spiritually mature in the Lord?  
 John refers to them as “fathers” (or mothers). 

Young Men
7. Read 1 John 2:13 and 14b. How does John describe the young men? How is the description of  
 the young men different from the children and fathers? 

 a. Describe the battle the young men are facing. What is the key to their victory? 
 

8. Read John 15:4–5. What is the expectation given for those who have a saving relationship with  
 God? How does this tie into John’s remarks about the young men? 
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9. Go back to Experience 1 and review the observations made about these verses. From your   
 observations and study of 1 John 2:1–14, write a summary statement of these verses. 

 

ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

I think we can all relate to the desire of being “known.” Not the social media “likes” kind of 
known, but the desire to have people around you who understand what makes you happy, sad, or 
frustrated. We want people in our lives that live authentic life with us. People who don’t just show 
up for the fun times but who are also there with us in the dark times. Friends and family members 
who love us despite our faults and rough edges. And those who know our dreams and desires. 
These relationships are the most deep and meaningful. There is a give and take that results as 
well. As much as we desire to be known, we desire to intimately know the people we love too. 

It is this type of relationship that John talks about in 1 John 2:1–14; however, it is not with another 
human but rather with the Savior of the world and God Himself. He desires a close, intimate 
relationship with each of us. We know that God knows us. He created us; He knows the number of 
hairs on our head and the length of our days! But the question is, how well do we know Jesus and 
how does our life reflect that knowledge? 

In the verses we studied, John put forth a test for knowing Jesus. That test examines our obedi-
ence. If we know Jesus, we will obey Him, and when we do, our obedience imitates Jesus. 

“He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.” 1 John 2:6

John further refines the test by saying a person who knows Jesus, walks in the light of Christ. This 
kind of person loves others and encourages others in their relationship with God.

So often we can focus on ourselves when really Jesus says, “Know Me.” Everything in life flows 
from this place, so let’s see how well we are doing in the area of obedience to the Lord by answer-
ing the following questions.
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TEST #2: The Obedience Test

1. How well would you say you know Jesus the way He is described from 1 John 2:1–5? Make your  
 answers personal. 

 Your Advocate:

 The Righteous:

 Your Savior:

 Love:

2. How does your relationship with Jesus impact your behavior, thoughts, and motives? Give an   
 example.

 a. Is there a behavior, thought, or motivation seen in your life that is disobedient to God?   
  Spend some time in prayer and confess that area to the Lord. 

3. From the time you put your faith in Jesus until now, how have you seen the love of God being   
 perfected in you? 
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4. God desires we “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”
 (2 Peter 3:18). As we do, it is demonstrated in our lives. Describe one area where you have been  
 changed because of knowing Jesus more. Where is the most growth being seen in your life right  
 now? Explain.
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“And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole 
world. Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.” 1 John 2:2–3

Praise God for His loving commandments.

Delight that we have forgiveness of sins.

Rest knowing that you know Him.

Close in Prayer

DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD 
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It had been a long evening for John and the other disciples as they gathered in an upper room to 

observe Passover with Jesus. So much had happened that they didn’t understand. Jesus had washed 

their feet and announced a coming betrayal from Judas as well as a denial from Peter before the day 

was over. Then Jesus declared He would be leaving them. 

Speaking first, Simon Peter asked Jesus where He was going. For the first time the disciples could not 

follow Him. Jesus told them He would go and prepare a place for them, and one day He would come 

again to receive them. Thomas was concerned about how they would find Jesus since they did not 

know where He was going. Jesus answered Thomas by saying, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6). Jesus knew their anxieties about the future, 

so He encouraged His disciples by telling them He would send a 

“Helper” who would abide with them forever. This Spirit (the Holy 

Spirit) would be known as the “Spirit of truth” and would come 

after Jesus’ resurrection and ascension. He would be their com-

fort and guide so they could powerfully live out the truths they 

learned from Jesus. The world would reject this Spirit, but the 

disciples should cling to Him because He would help keep them 

from being drawn into the lusts of the world. (John 13–14)

John’s head swirled with all that Jesus did and spoke. Three days later, it would become clearer. Now 

in his old age, John understood more than ever the full impact of those final moments with Jesus in the 

upper room. John knew Jesus’ abiding presence even in His physical absence. He knew the lures of the 

world, but even more, John knew the One who helped him walk faithfully as he waited for the day when 

he would be reunited with Jesus face to face. 

Perhaps John recalled these events when he wrote 1 John 2:15–29. He encouraged his readers to 

refrain from loving the world and being pulled into sinful behaviors. In order to avoid the lust of the 

flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, they would need to abide in the Holy Spirit. This would 

be the key to their success. The Spirit of truth would help them live lives pleasing to God. Their abiding 

relationship with Christ would assure them of eternal life. By knowing Christ, who is the way, the truth, 

and the life, they could have confidence as they await His return. We too can have this same hope. 

Christ offers it to us through the power of His Holy Spirit. We do not have to be anxious about being 

lured into the trappings of this world because we have the “Helper” who guides us in all truth. 

WEEK 4: KNOW TRUTH

THE SPIRIT

OF TRUTH WOULD

HELP THEM LIVE LIVES 
PLEASING TO GOD.
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1. After reading 1 John 2:15–29, list any repetitive words and note the verse next to it. 

2. Look at your list. What was John trying to convey by using these repetitive words?

3. How do these verses describe Jesus?

EXPERIENCE 2

1 John 2:15–23

1.  Read 1 John 2:15–17 and answer the following questions:

 

 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read 1 John 2:15–29

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1
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 a.  Describe the contrast seen in verse 15.

 b. The word love used in verse 15 is agapāo (Strong’s G25). It is the same word for love that   
  John introduced in 1 John 2:10 when describing the outworking of God’s love in us. If   
  needed, go back and read the Deeper Experience found in Week 3, Experience 2 about   
  agapāo love. With this understanding, describe the strong command that John gives his   
  readers in verse 15. What is the danger? 

 c. Describe the lures the world offers in verse 16.

 d. What is the point of the contrast John makes in verse 17? 

 e. From what you’ve already learned, what is the will of God and how does this protect someone  
  against worldly lusts? 
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2. Let’s look now in more detail at the three lusts described in verse 16. Describe each lust in your own  
 words and then give examples of actual sins that define those lusts. Remember, in Week 2 we had  
 you  look at the works of darkness in Romans 13:12–13. Use the verses from Romans to fill in the
 last  column or add your own thoughts.  

 The Lust     Description   The Sin Against God

 The Flesh

  
 The Eyes

  
 The Pride of Life

3. The lusts that John describes can be seen in the story of David and Bathsheba which is found
 in 2 Samuel 11:1–5. Read those verses and describe how each lust was wrongfully satisfied. 

 Lust of the flesh:

 Lust of the eyes:

 Pride of life:
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4. Two times John tells his readers in 1 John 2:18 it is the “last hour” because of the prevalent evil  
 influence in the world. Why would John make this point to his readers after what he said about   
 the lusts of this world in verses 16–17? 

5. Read 1 John 2:18–23. List what you learn about the spirit of the antichrist.

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“The name Antichrist is important to understand. The prefix anti can mean ‘the opposite of’ or 
‘instead of.’ The Antichrist is the ‘opposite Jesus;’ he is the ‘instead of’ Jesus. Most people have 
focused on the idea of the ‘opposite Jesus.’ This has made them think that the Antichrist will appear 
as a supremely evil person. They think that as much as Jesus went around doing good, the Anti-
christ will go around doing bad. As much as Jesus’ character and personality was beautiful and 
attractive, the Antichrist’s character and personality will be ugly and repulsive. As much as Jesus 
spoke only truth, the Antichrist will speak only lies. This emphasizes the idea of the ‘opposite Jesus’ 
too much. The Antichrist will instead be more of an ‘instead of Jesus.’ He will look wonderful, be 
charming and successful. He will be the ultimate winner, and appear as an angel of light.” (David 
Guzik, www.blueletterbible.org)

 
 

52  |   KNOW HIM: LIGHT, LOVE, TRUTH



6. Look up the following verses that speak of the person Antichrist and note how he is described.   
 The Antichrist is given other names in these verses. Try not to get hung up on the imagery and  
 prophecy. Just focus on the descriptive words being used for the Antichrist’s appearance and   
 character. 

 Daniel 11:36

 2 Thessalonians 2:9–12

 Revelation 13:1–4

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

As Stacy and I were discussing the verses found in the question above, we stopped to consider how 
interesting it was that John had a limited understanding of the statement “the Antichrist is coming” 
here in 1 John. He would be given a much greater understanding sometime later on the Island of 
Patmos when God would inspire him to write the book of Revelation. (Brenda Harris)  
 
 
7. Now look up the following verses that warn God’s children about discerning the spirit of   
 antichrist and note what you learn. 

 Matthew 7:15–16

 2 Timothy 3:1–9

 1 John 4:1–3
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8. To help us summarize John’s teaching in verses 15–19, we are going to look at the example of  
 Judas Iscariot. Fill in the chart below with how Judas demonstrated the spirit of the antichrist. 

  Spirit of the antichrist    Judas’ behaviors

  “For all that is in the world” (v.16)   Matthew 26:14–15

         Luke 22:3–6

  

  “Out from us” (v. 19)     Matthew 26:20–25
  “Might be made manifest that
   none of them were of us” (v.19)  

9. Read 1 John 2:20–21 and answer the following questions:

 a. What is given to the child of God that will help them against the spirit of the antichrist?   
  Explain. (v.20)
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  b. John is reiterating one of the “I Am” statements Jesus stated in the gospel of John.  
   Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” Read John 16:12–14.  
   How does the Spirit of truth operate in a believer’s life?   

10. In 1 John 2:21–23 truth and lies are now contrasted. John defines a liar once again. If
  you recall, he used this name in 1 John 1:8–10 when speaking to someone who denies  
  their sinful state. He uses it again in 1 John 2:4 when speaking of someone who says
  they are a Christian but does not obey God’s Word. How does John define a liar in
  1 John 2:22? 

  a. Mark 3:28–29 reinforces the lie in 1 John 2:22. Read the verses in Mark. How is this
   the ultimate denial that is under the influence of the spirit of antichrist? 

EXPERIENCE 3

1 John 2:24–29

1. Read 1 John 2:24. This verse echoes what John said in 1 John 1:1–3 regarding the truth of  
 the gospel. John now uses the word abide when speaking of the gospel and what we heard  
 of Christ from the beginning. Abide is menō (Strong’s G3306) in the Greek. It is used ten  
 times in verses 6–27. It means to remain in a given place, state, relation, or expectancy.  
 Explain how a believer abides in truth and how truth abides in a believer.
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2. Look up the following verses about abiding in the truth. How does abiding in the truth help us?

 Psalm 119:11

 John 8:31

 Titus 1:9

3. In John’s “I Am” statements he said Jesus was the true vine and believers are the branches.
 Read John 15:4–5. Describe the abiding relationship in these verses. 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Now look a little more closely at the word which John employs here. He says, ‘Let what you heard 
from the beginning abide in you.’ That means more than simply reading your Bible once in a while. 
That means more than to read it in a rather cursory way, then shut the book and mark off on the list 
that you've done your Bible reading for today. This word abide, literally, means ‘to remain in you.’ Or 
perhaps the closer word would be, ‘possess you.’ It is exactly what we would mean when we say to a 
guest who comes into our house, ‘Make yourself at home. Possess this house as though it were 
yours.’ And that is what this word (menō) means. John is saying, ‘Let this message which was from 
the beginning make itself at home in your heart, in your life, possess you—spirit, soul and body. Let 
it grip you, mind, emotion, and will. Let it lay hold of you, your whole being.’" (Ray Steadman, 
www.preceptaustin.org)
































































































































































































