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Stacy has been teaching women God’s Word for over 15 years. 
She has learned many Biblical truths through difficult trials. 
Beginning at the age of three with her mother’s brain aneurism, 
to the death of her fourth son and through invasive breast 
cancer, Stacy’s faith has been tried and tested many times over. 
Her life gives testimony to God’s redeeming and transforming 
power. Stacy teaches the truths of God’s Word with passion, 
desiring to share with all women how to go through everyday 
struggles victoriously in Jesus Christ. She lives in PA with her 
husband, Barclay. They have six children.

MEET THE AUTHORS

Brenda’s background in education, along with her many years as 
a classroom teacher, was foundational for the plans God had for 
her to serve Him. In 2006, she transitioned away from instruct-
ing young people how to read literature and began teaching 
women how they can have a closer walk with the Lord through 
reading and studying their Bible. She is an enthusiastic teacher 
who loves a great visual to help demonstrate practical ways to 
apply God’s Word to real life. Brenda lives in PA with her 
husband, Michael, and their two children.

Stacy Davis

Brenda Harris
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FOR EZRA HAD

PREPARED HIS HEART

TO SEEK THE LAW OF

THE LORD, AND TO DO IT,

AND TO TEACH STATUTES AND

ORDINANCES IN ISRAEL.
EZRA 7:10
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OUR APPROACH TO GOD’S WORD 

THE R.E.A.D. APPROACH

To get the most out of this study, you will want 
to ensure the time spent studying God’s Word 
is not just an academic exercise but is for your 
personal application and life transformation. 
The goal of studying God’s Word is to know 
God; who He is, what He has done, and why 
this is important for you. Studying the Bible 
should increase your faith in God. As you read 
the Bible, God is interacting with you. Your 
study time becomes a life-giving, life-changing 
experience, not just head knowledge. However, 
God’s Word can only be personal and 
life-changing when the Spirit of the Living God 
is in your heart (John 14:17). 

All the Delighting in the Lord studies use a study model we developed called R.E.A.D. This model takes 
you from reading the verses to experiencing and understanding the details of the verses, on to applying 
them to your life, and finishing with delighting in God. The DITL studies are all verse-by-verse in their 
approach, allowing Scripture to interpret Scripture as you study. Our hope in writing these studies is that 
you will learn to understand the Bible and the heart of God.

Each week of study takes you through the R.E.A.D. approach. The week begins with an introduction that 
leads you into the content of the Scripture about to be studied. 

PRAYER
Luke 24:45 tells us, “He [Jesus] opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scrip-
tures.” After Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared before His disciples on numerous occasions. He 
spoke these words to them shortly before ascending into heaven. Jesus helped them understand the 
Scriptures; all that had been written in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms to that point. 

It is the same for us. Jesus will open our understanding to the Bible. 

For this reason, we encourage you to start in prayer every time you approach God’s Word. Ask God to 
open your mind to His understanding, to make His Word clear to you, and to reveal truths of who He is. 
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As soon as this spiritual transformation takes 
place in your heart, the Holy Spirit communicates 
with your spirit all the Truths found in God and 
made known through Jesus Christ. 

Jesus is the only way to be born of the Spirit and 
to have eternal life. This is how the study of God’s 
Word becomes personal. It begins with a 
personal relationship through faith in Jesus 
Christ. If you’ve never accepted Jesus as your 
Lord and Savior, turn to the Delighting in My 
Salvation page of this study. This is your first step. 



The Experiencing portion is where you will interact with God through His Word to gain spiritual 
understanding. In this section you will go verse-by-verse answering inductive and deductive ques-
tions. You will observe details, see connections, and interpret what is being said within context so that 
you can draw conclusions. There might also be questions that have you looking in other books of the 
Bible. 

Each week’s verses are usually broken into smaller sections called Experience 1, Experience 2, and 
so forth. You may choose to do all these sections in one sitting or space them out throughout the 
week. 

Starting with Week 2 and continuing throughout the rest of the study, Experience 1 will ask you to 
read the entire text and consider the who, what, when, where, and how of the chapter(s). The 
answers should be broad as you observe the text for main ideas and context. You will dig deeper into 
each verse throughout the week’s study interpreting the meaning of the verses being studied.   

ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

In this part of the study, you will be applying the verses to your life. Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word 
of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division 
of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart.” Through the Holy Spirit, God’s Word will speak to the deep places of your life. 

The overarching theme in the book of Ezra is how God faithfully restores, rebuilds, and revives the 
Jewish exiles. This Old Testament book gives us insights into how God brought the nation of Israel 
back into Jerusalem after their time in Babylon. Yet, as New Testament believers, we find God 
remains the same today as He was then. Using New Testament scriptures, we examine how God 
lovingly and faithfully restores, rebuilds, and revives us, too.

 DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

Our ministry’s foundational verse is Psalm 27:4. This verse tells us to delight in the Lord’s perfections 
and to meditate in His temple. In this final section, you will end by filling in a verse and meditating 
upon it.

With each week of study, start by reading the designated verses from beginning to end. This will help 
you understand the big picture of what is being said as well as see the context. You may see consis-
tencies, repeated words, and themes being developed. Read slowly and thoughtfully. 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD
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STUDY SUGGESTIONS
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COMMITMENT AND PLANNING
Dedication and a time commitment will be needed to get the full benefit of this study. Plan on setting 
aside 1–2 hours a week to complete the whole week’s study. You will find that your investment in God’s 
Word will be seen in your spiritual growth. Plan on coming to study with your weekly lesson completed. 

BIBLE TRANSLATIONS
The DITL studies use the New King James version (NKJV) of the Bible when writing the study questions. 
You may find it easier to use this same translation. We recommend using a literal Bible translation such 
as KJV, NASB or ESV for the study if you don’t use the NKJV. 

BIBLE COMMENTARIES AND RESOURCES
We recommend that you don’t use any Bible commen-
taries or resources until after you have studied the 
weekly verses yourself, allowing the Holy Spirit to direct 
your understanding. It can be tempting to read the 
commentary in study Bibles and online. Give yourself 
time to understand what is being said in each verse 
before turning to resources. We promise you that God 
will give you light bulb moments in your study time as 
you dig into the verses yourself. If you find yourself 
struggling with a question, leave the answer blank and 
bring that question to your small group discussion time. 

In the study you may notice references to Strong’s Con-
cordance. It may look something like this: Firstborn is 
protokos (Strong’s G4416). When you see this, it 
means that we are giving you the original word used in 
either the Hebrew (Old Testament) or Greek (New 
Testament) so that you can better understand the word 
usage. This often helps give a deeper understanding of 
what is being said through the use of that word. 

HERE ARE SOME SUGGESTED 
RESOURCES TO USE AFTER 
YOU’VE COMPLETED EACH 
WEEK’S QUESTIONS: 

•  The Bible Knowledge
 Commentary by Walvoord
 and Zook

• Warren Wiersbe Commentaries

• www.blueletterbible.org

• The New Strong’s Exhaustive  
 Concordance of the Bible

• Vine’s Complete Expository   
 Dictionary of Old and New 
 Testament Words



HOW TO USE THIS STUDY

INDIVIDUAL OR SMALL GROUP
The DITL studies can be used individually or with a group. If using on your own, we suggest doing 
the study pages over the course of a week then following up with the teaching video. If you are 
doing the study with a group, we recommend all ladies complete the study on their own throughout 
the week. When the ladies meet, break a large group into smaller ones; each group with a leader to 
guide the discussion. Following the small group time, watch the teaching video as one group or 
have the ladies watch later on their own. 

TEACHING VIDEOS
A teaching video accompanies each week of the study, except for the introduction week. There are 
pages for taking notes provided in the workbook for all the other weeks. The video should be consid-
ered a capstone on your personal study time. It is meant to tie everything together and to give you 
some additional insights into the verses that were studied that week. The teaching videos are helpful 
but not required. The study is written to guide you deep into the verses yourself. Our goal is for you 
to gain understanding through the Holy Spirit and to begin to learn on your own. Should you desire 
the teaching component of the study, our videos can be viewed on the ministry website: 
www.delightinginthelord.com. A free teaching video set can also be requested for groups by email-
ing info@delightinginthelord.com. 

WEEK 1 FORMAT
The first week of study is an introduction week and there is no teaching video. If you are doing the 
study independently, this is your introduction to the book of Ezra. If you are leading a group, we 
recommend going through the lesson together on the first week of Bible study in order for the ladies 
to get acquainted with the format and content. It can serve as an example of what they can expect 
to do weekly at home.
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We are so thrilled that you have chosen to study God’s 
Word. There is truly nothing better you can be doing with 
your time. The benefit will overflow into all areas of your 
life as God works through you by the power of His Word. 
We are praying for you. 

In Christ’s love, 

LET’S GET STARTED!

Stacy and Brenda



DELIGHTING IN MY SALVATION

God desires a personal relationship with you. 
Maybe you’ve never heard that before. He loves 
you so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross for you. In His love for you, God 
provided His Son, Jesus Christ, to be the perfect 
sacrifice for your sin. When Jesus was crucified 
on the cross nearly 2,000 years ago, God put the 
sins of the whole world onto His perfect Son, 
Jesus, so that through Him you’d have forgive-
ness and eternal life. Jesus paid the penalty for 
your sin and provided a way to God.

THE CONVERSATION WITH GOD IS LIKE THIS...

“Dear God, I admit I am a sinner and have lived my life doing what I want. You are perfectly holy, and 
I am not. My sin grieves You and separates me from You. Please forgive me.” 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23)

“I believe that You provided Jesus Christ as the answer for my sin through His death on the cross. He 
paid my sin debt in full. He is my perfect substitute. Because of Him, I am cleansed forever from my sin.”

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6:23)

“Lord, please come into my heart and life. From this day forward, I desire to know You more and want 
to begin a personal relationship with You as my Savior and Lord.  Thank You for Your free gift of salva-
tion and that I am no longer separated from You but am filled with You by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

"If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9)

“Thank You, God, for forgiving me.  Please help me to grow to know You better and to live a life that 
pleases You from this day forward. Amen.”
 

If you have prayed to accept Christ as your Savior, please tell someone today!
Share this exciting news with a close Christian friend, your small group leader, or your pastor.

They will be thrilled to encourage you in your faith and your decision to follow Jesus!
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The first step in receiving the forgiveness Jesus 
offers is by acknowledging you have lived your 
life apart from Him. You have followed your own 
motives and desires. In God’s eyes, this is sin. 
Sin carries eternal consequences and separation 
from God. Salvation begins with repentance. 
Everyone must recognize they are sinful human 
beings in need of a Savior. Jesus is the answer to 
our sin problem. If you have never prayed to 
Jesus to ask Him into your heart, it is a simple 
prayer of acknowledging your faith in Jesus and 
asking Him to forgive you of your sins. 
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Tucked in the pages of Scripture between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah is the book of Ezra. This 
book is often overlooked in Bible studies and maybe thought of as lacking relevance to our 
walk with the Lord today. Yet, the truth recorded on these pages of Scripture not only helps us 
connect Israel’s rebellion and God’s discipline but also shows us God’s faithfulness to fulfill His 
promises and redeem His people. God’s character and heart are woven throughout the histori-
cal details of Israel’s story just as they are in our lives too. As it was with Israel, God desires we 
walk in relationship with Him; worshiping Him, obeying Him, and depending on Him to 
redeem us from sin and set us free from captivity. You’ll see in Ezra, opposition to God’s work 
is prevalent, yet God always has the final word. He is faithful to His promises and true to His 
character. The book of Ezra couldn’t be more 
relevant to our lives today as we, too, are prone to 
wander, apt to sin, and face consequences for our 
wayward responses to God, just like Israel. As 
God delivered His people from foreign captivity, 
He will also deliver us if we are willing to turn to 
Him. 

So let’s set some background 
to the story of Israel and Ezra’s influence. Leading up to the book of Ezra, the 
children of Israel had sinned against God. They disobeyed His Word and worshiped 
man-made idols. God warned Israel of the consequences of their disobedience 
through many prophets. He told them they would be led into captivity if their rebel-
lion against Him continued. When the nation of Israel was split in two, ten tribes to 
the north and two tribes to the south, Judah watched the idolatry of the northern 
tribes and did nothing. They, too, fell into the same sinful practices. 

God would not stand for their idolatry, warning them of coming consequences. He wanted their 
obedience and devotion. He wanted their hearts. Faithful to His word, God used the Assyrians 
and Babylonians to chasten the Jews by taking them into captivity. The northern tribes were 
overtaken by the Assyrians in 722 BC, and the southern tribes of Judah and Benjamin were 
taken into Babylonian captivity in three waves from 605 BC through 586 BC. The Jews were 
removed from their homeland in Israel. Their place of worship was destroyed when Solomon’s 
temple was reduced to rubble under King Nebuchadnezzar’s leadership. The temple was 
plundered, and Jerusalem became a wasteland. All seemed lost, and the future of the nation of 
Israel appeared to be without hope. 

GOD’S CHARACTER AND 

HEART ARE WOVEN THROUGH-

OUT THE HISTORICAL DETAILS 

OF ISRAEL’S STORY JUST AS 

THEY ARE IN OUR LIVES TOO.

WEEK 1

Introduction to EzraIntroduction to Ezra
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But God is faithful. He will fulfill His plans and promises for His people. Good to His word, 
Israel’s captivity would only last 70 years, long enough that the hearts of Israel would turn 
back to God, repent of their sins, and live the life God desired for them. He would release 
them, return them to Jerusalem, and then have them rebuild the house of God. 

PROPHETIC INFLUENCE

We will read the words of several prophets throughout our study of Ezra. Men of God, who were 
God’s mouthpieces to the fragmented tribes of Israel, will tell them not to lose hope. In our 
study, we will hear from Jeremiah, Zechariah, Haggai, Daniel, and Ezekiel. We will look at how 
God used them and what He spoke through them. We will meet instrumental men who God 
used to lead the people back to Jerusalem 
and to rebuild the city. We will see God’s 
heart and man’s response; both for good 
and evil. Ultimately, Ezra will end on a sad 
note as man’s sinful choices will lead them 
away again from obedience to God. Their 
rebellion will rise once more, even after God 
rescued and redeemed their lives. Ezra, 
Zerubbabel, and Nehemiah’s stories are told in the pages of Scripture, but even more impor-
tant is the story of Israel and God’s redemption plan for all mankind.

STRUCTURE

Over 20 years of Jewish history is covered in Ezra. Some of the story’s details are shared out of 
chronological order, especially the contents of seven letters contained in the book of Ezra. 
These letters were written by kings concerning the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the temple. Ezra 
records this correspondence to show how certain events hindered the rebuilding efforts. When 
this occurs in the study, we will alert you to the time difference. Additionally, there is an approxi-
mate 57-year gap of time between Ezra 6 and 7. The events recorded in the book of Esther 
occurred during those 57 years. Most Bible scholars believe Ezra was written around 450 BC. 
With this understanding, the events recorded in chapters 1–6 were written almost 100 years 
after they occurred. 

THIS BOOK WAS WRITTEN FOR THE 

GENERATIONS OF ISRAELITES WHO 

RETURNED FROM BABYLON SO 

THEY WOULD REMEMBER GOD’S 

FAITHFULNESS, LOVE, AND POWER. 
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Originally, the books of Ezra and Nehemiah were a single book in the Jewish Scriptures. This book 
was written for the generations of Israelites who returned from Babylon so they would remember 
God’s faithfulness, love, and power. Additionally, it would serve as a reminder of their covenant 
responsibilities to Him as their God.

As we begin, let’s look at the author of the book of Ezra. Zerubbabel leads the first group of exiles 
back to Jerusalem in chapters 1–6. Ezra recounts this story for us. He enters the narrative in chapter 7 

speaking in the first person. We’ll start the study in chapter 7. 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read Ezra 7:1–10 

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

 Author

1. Read Ezra 7:1–6. What do you learn about Ezra? 

2. Read Ezra 7:10. What do you learn about Ezra’s spiritual life and obedience to God? 
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DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Ezra is believed possibly to be the author of both Books of Chronicles. It would have been natural 
for the same author to continue the OT narrative by showing how God fulfilled His promise by 
returning His people to the land after seventy years of captivity. There is also a strong priestly tone in 
Chronicles, and Ezra was a priestly descendant of Aaron (7:1–5.) The concluding verses of 2 
Chronicles (36:22,23) are virtually identical to the beginning verses [of Ezra] (1:1–3), affirming his 
authorship of both.” (John MacArthur, The MacArthur Bible Commentary, p. 518)

EXPERIENCE 2

Background on Israel, Timeline, and Historical Setting of Ezra

It’s hard to jump into the middle of a story without knowing what happened first. By reviewing 
Israel’s history, you will better understand how God used Ezra and why. In Genesis 11:27 Abram is 
introduced and later renamed Abraham. God chose Abraham to be the father of the Jewish nation. 
He promised to give him land (Israel) and to give him a seed (Jesus Christ) through which all people 
would be blessed (Genesis 12:1–3). Abraham had a son named Isaac who had a son named Jacob. 
Jacob had 12 sons who would become the 12 tribes of Israel. One of Jacob’s sons, Joseph, was sold 
into slavery by his brothers and lived in Egypt. He was used powerfully by God to save the Jewish 
people during a famine while living in Egypt. 

Eventually, the children of Israel became slaves in Egypt. It was through Moses that God would free 
His people from bondage, giving them the Law of God in the form of the Ten Commandments as 
well as statutes and ordinances to live by. God instructed Moses to build a tabernacle where God 
would meet with His people, Israel, and the people could worship God in that place. After wander-
ing in the wilderness for 40 years, Moses died, and Joshua became the leader of Israel. He led the 
people into the land God promised them. 

Many years later, God appointed David to be the king of Israel. David’s son, Solomon, built the first 
temple in Jerusalem (2 Samuel 7). The temple was completed in 959 BC. Around 931 BC the 
nation of Israel was split into two groups. All the tribes were rebellious against God and would 
eventually be taken captive by other countries. God allowed this discipline to correct their wayward 
hearts. Finally, Zerubbabel and Ezra enter God’s story to fulfill the promises made to Israel and 
eventually pave the way for Jesus Christ to enter the world. 



Read the timeline below and familiarize yourself with the dates and events to better understand 
the book of Ezra and its place in Israel’s history.
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Northern Israel (10 Tribes) is   740-722 BC      1 Chronicles 5:26
taken into captivity by the              (Tiglath-Pileser king of    
Assyrians                      Assyria) 2 Kings 17      
                       (Shalmaneser V)

Assyrians march toward (Judah)  701 BC        2 Chronicles 32:22
Jerusalem to overtake it;
God protects Jerusalem
  
Nebuchadnezzar becomes    605 BC        Daniel 1–4
king of Babylon  

Nebuchadnezzar oversees    605 BC        Daniel 1
the first wave of captives to          
Babylon 

The second wave of captivity:   597 BC        Ezekiel 1:1
the temple is destroyed in
Jerusalem; Ezekiel is taken
captive to Babylon  

The third wave of captivity:    586 BC        2 Kings 25:1–2
Nebuchadnezzar destroys
Jerusalem
 
70 years of captivity      605–537 BC       Daniel 9
                       Jeremiah 25:11–12

Reign of Cyrus king of Persia   559–530 BC      Isaiah 44:28; 45

Cyrus becomes king over    539 BC        2 Chronicles 36:22; Ezra 1:1
Babylon

King Cyrus allows the Jewish   538 BC        2 Chronicles 36:22–23
captives to return to Israel              Ezra 1:1–4
under the leadership of
Zerubbabel to begin rebuilding
Jerusalem and the temple 

TIMELINE 

Continued on next page

Event Approximate Date Scripture Reference
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Altar and temple foundation   537/536 BC      Ezra 3:1–4:5
built under Zerubbabel 
 
Reign of Darius I over Persia   521–486 BC      Haggai, Zechariah, Ezra 5–6

Temple rebuilt in Jerusalem    515 BC        Ezra 6

Events of Esther        483–465 BC      Esther

Reign of Xerxes (Ahasuerus)   485–465 BC      Ezra 4:6; Esther 2:16 
over Persia 

Reign of Artaxerxes I      464–424 BC      Ezra 4:7–24 (Rebuilding of  
(Artashasta) over Persia               Jerusalem stops)
          
Ezra leads the second wave    458 BC        Ezra 7–10
back to Jerusalem 

Nehemiah leads the third    445/444 BC       Nehemiah
wave back to Jerusalem 

Continued from previous page

Let’s look at what happened to the twelve tribes of Israel to understand who was taken into
Babylonian captivity and what happened to the other tribes. 

1. NORTHERN ISRAEL (10 Tribes)
 Read 2 Kings 17:5–23. Notice in the timeline that Northern Israel was taken into
 captivity by the Assyrians.

 a. What did Israel do according to 2 Kings 17? 

 b. According to verses 18–19, who was excluded? What do you learn about their behavior as well?

 
 c. How did God respond to their disobedience in verses 20–23? 

Event Approximate Date Scripture Reference
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2. SOUTHERN ISRAEL (2 Tribes)
 Read 2 Chronicles 36:11–21 and 2 Kings 24:10–16. 

 a. Describe what happened to the tribes of Judah and Benjamin and why. 

3. Read Jeremiah 25:1–12. Jeremiah was a prophet of God when the Southern Kingdom was
 taken captive. How did God speak to the Jewish people through Jeremiah as well as other
 prophets extending mercy to the Jewish people prior to their captivity?

 a.  How did the Jewish people respond to Jeremiah?

 b.  Based on these verses, as well as the information about the Jewish people and earthly kings   
  found in the previous timeline, how did God use earthly kings to fulfill His plans and promises
  to the Jewish people?

4. Let’s look at God’s heart in both the captivity and the release. Read Jeremiah 29:10–14.

 a. What do we learn about God and his desire for Israel? 

 b. List any character qualities of God that you see in these verses. 



 ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

1. Now that you have read through the introduction of Ezra, what have you learned that you didn’t   
 previously know? Does any of this excite you to learn more? 

2. Identify any Biblical themes you see in the Bible verses in this lesson concerning God and His  
 people. How are any of these themes applicable to your life today?

3. The book of Ezra shows us God’s heart and character. From what you learned in this lesson,
 what  stands out to you about God’s character and how does this encourage you? 

This week’s lesson introduced the main theme of the Bible study on Ezra, God’s faithfulness. 
Jeremiah 29:10–14 highlights how God remains faithful to His people even when they are not 
faithful to Him. 

Using the New King James Version of the Bible, fill in the verse below from Jeremiah 29:11.

“For I know the _________________that I think toward ____________, says the LORD, 

thoughts of _______________ and not of _______________, to give you a _____________________

and a _____________________.”

Take some time to meditate and consider the importance of what is promised in this verse.
Delight in God’s faithfulness and His plans for you as you conclude your study time.

Close in Prayer
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DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD
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Have you ever been away from a familiar place for a long time? Maybe you went away to 
college or took a job far away from your hometown. Perhaps you moved to a new country that 
you now consider home. Or possibly you were deployed for military service far from what was 
once familiar, your mission has come to an end, and it's time to return home. 

Anytime we go from the familiar to the unfamiliar, it can seem daunting, but the same can be 
said for going from the unfamiliar back to the familiar. Will it look and feel the same? Will I be 
welcomed back? What will the return journey look like? 

Maybe these kinds of thoughts swirled in the minds of the Jewish exiles of Ezra 1 as Cyrus king 
of Persia proclaimed to them, “Return home.” For 70 years most of the exiles had been in 
Babylonian captivity experiencing God’s discipline for their disobedience to Him. Living among 
the pagans in a culture steeped in idolatry, luxury, and beauty, Babylon had become familiar 
and even rather comfortable. For some, this life was all they knew. Many of their relatives died 
during the captivity. Many of the Jewish exiles’ experience with their homeland in Jerusalem 
and the presence of God filling the temple was only through the stories told to them. Then 
there were others, well into their old age, who yearned for the former day before having been 
separated from temple worship, feast celebrations, and pure Jewish culture for so long. As 
Cyrus spoke words of freedom, we can imagine mixed emotions filled the hearts of all those 
who heard him.

 But God was moving    
 decisively through Cyrus, the    
 people, and circumstances. Even though the Jewish people didn’t fully understand what  
 lay ahead or what would be required of them, God’s timing is always perfect and His   
 ways are profitable. The Jews’ response was voluntary. No one was forced to go, but all  
 were encouraged. As God moved in their hearts, they were given the courage needed to  
 return despite the arduous journey, the desolated city of Jerusalem that would greet    
 them, and the work which needed to be accomplished once they arrived. The personal   
 cost of returning to their homeland, the familiar and unfamiliar, was worth it because it   
 meant returning to God; the One they loved.  

GOD’S TIMING IS ALWAYS PERFECT 

AND HIS WAYS ARE PROFITABLE.

WEEK 2

Return to MeReturn to Me



20  |   A FRESH START

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read Ezra 1

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

Overview of the Chapter  

After reading Ezra 1:1–11, answer the following observation questions.

1. Who are the people mentioned in these verses? List their names and what is said about
 them. Include any former knowledge you know about them. 

2. Based on what you learned in Week 1, where are the Israelites at this time and when does
 this story begin? (See the timeline in Week 1 if needed.)  

3. What proclamation does Cyrus make and why? 



4. How do the Jews respond to the proclamation?

5. What does Cyrus send with the Jews? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah: This man was an important leader of this first part of the 
resettlement of Judah. Some believe that he was a partner to Zerubbabel (Ezra 2:2, 3:2), and 
others believe that these were simply two names for the same person. ‘There is a view that Shesh-
bazzar was a second name for Zerubbabel, used in all transactions with the ruling power … 
Alternatively Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel may have been, respectively, the official and unofficial 
leaders of the enterprise. Neither view is without its difficulties.’ (Kidner) ‘This was probably the 
Chaldean name of him who was originally called Zerubbabel: the former signifies joy in affliction; 
the latter, a stranger in Babylon. The latter may be designed to refer to his captive state; the 
former to the prospect of release.’ (Clarke)” (David Guzik, blueletterbible.org)

EXPERIENCE 2

Prophecy

Ezra 1:1

1. Cyrus king of Persia made a proclamation to the Jewish exiles in Ezra 1:1. That proclamation   
 was probably made without knowing Jeremiah’s prophecy was being fulfilled. Read
 Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10. We also looked at these verses in Week 1. What prophecy was   
 God fulfilling through Cyrus’ actions? Notice the timing. 
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2. Over 150 years before 538 BC, God also spoke through Isaiah concerning Cyrus. Read
 Isaiah 44:24–45:4. What prophecy was fulfilled in Ezra based on the verses in Isaiah?

3. God empowers and calls people to declare His will. These people are called prophets. They are   

 used by God to speak of His future intentions to save or judge His people. Read Deuteronomy    

 18:17–22. What determines if a prophecy is from God? What does this say about His character? 

 a. If you were among the exiles, how would the fulfillment of the prophecies we have studied    

  encourage you as you heard Cyrus’ proclamation? 

4. Remember the Bible is a book about God. Through it, God tells us historical truths and stories

 about man, but ultimately, everything points back to Him. It’s important to see God woven into    

 every Biblical account. Based on what you learned about how God uses prophecy fulfillment in

 Ezra 1:1, fill in the blank below concerning God’s character. There’s no wrong answer. 

 God is ____________________________________. 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Biblical Concept of Prophecy. Scripture plainly presents prediction as a manifestation of God’s power 

glorifying His Person, exalting His redemptive work in Christ, and setting forth the divine character of 

His revealed Word. The words of fulfilled prophecies with regard to the first advent of Christ speak of 

the wisdom and power of God in interposing for man’s need. Since man is ignorant of what a day may 

bring forth, the revelation of God’s will for the present and the disclosure of His plans and purposes for 

the future are of inestimable benefit to the believer. In the light of these facts, widespread neglect of 

biblical prophecy is not only tragic but inexcusable.” (Merrill Unger, The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, 

p. 1040)
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EXPERIENCE 3

Proclamation 

Ezra 1:1–11

If you remember from the introduction to Ezra in Week 1, the 70 years of Babylonian captivity 
were a direct result of Israel’s sin and disobedience to God. In Exodus 23:10, they were given a 
law from God regarding the sowing of their land. They were to let the land rest from producing 
every seventh year so it could be rejuvenated. This was an act of trust and obedience as they 
relied on God to provide while their farmland rested. God commands a Sabbath, or time of rest, 
for both His people and the land. This command was reiterated in Leviticus 25:1–7. The Jews 
disobeyed God’s command. God is clear that disobedience to Him results in consequences. 

These repercussions may seem harsh, 70 years of Babylonian captivity, but God desires to turn 
our hearts back to Him through the difficulty He allows. As is the case with the Jews, Leviticus 
26:27–35 details the result of not upholding the Sabbath rest for the land. The land would be 
desolate along with the sanctuaries, as was the temple in Jerusalem. The cities would become 
wastelands, as was Jerusalem. The Jewish exiles had been living out the consequences of their 
disobedience for 70 long years. Some commentators say the 70 years of captivity coincided with 
the Sabbath years forsaken over 490 years. 

1. God uses Cyrus king of Persia and acts swiftly to bring an end to the Jewish exiles’ time of
 discipline. Read Ezra 1:2–4. God releases the Jews to return to Israel through the proclama-  
 tion of Cyrus. This proclamation is the first “letter” included in the book of Ezra. There are   
 three main actions commanded. What are they?

 • Verse 2

 • Verse 3

 • Verse 4

2. The Bible explains the importance of why God must discipline His people. Read Hebrews    
 12:6–11. 

 a. What does discipline prove? 
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 b. What does God hope will be accomplished through His discipline?  

3. Depending on the length and severity of God’s discipline toward us when we disobey Him,   
 we can be prone to make assumptions about His character. Describe how the Jewish exiles   
 might have been feeling during their suffering.  

4. Daniel, one of the Jews taken captive in Babylon, wrote the book of Daniel. Read Daniel   
 9:1–19 and answer the following questions:

 a. What do these verses reveal about Daniel’s understanding of Israel’s sin? 

 b. What do these verses reveal about God’s heart toward His people? 

 c. Look closely at verse 13. What did Israel need to do?

5. Read Isaiah 49:14–16. What do these verses reveal about God’s character toward His people,  
 even when they are suffering the consequences of their own sinful behaviors? 
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 a. Fill in the blank below about God’s character evidenced through His discipline with those He  
  loves as seen in Ezra 1:1–4. 

  God is ___________________________________________

6. God used Cyrus to send the Jews back to Jerusalem. Having read Ezra 1:1–4, consider Cyrus’   
 possible motivation for helping the Jewish exiles. What may have been his personal, spiritual, or  
 political motivation for giving this proclamation?

Cyrus most likely did not know that God was using him to accomplish His plans. Ezra 1:2 says, “All 
the kingdoms of the earth the LORD God of heaven has given me.” There is no scriptural evidence to 
support Cyrus’ faith in God. Remember, Jesus Christ had not yet been born; therefore, faith in Old 
Testament times came simply through belief in God as the One True God, Yahweh. Speaking about 
how OT believers were justified before God is explained in Genesis 15:6 which says, “And he [Abram] 
believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.” The pagan nations at the time of 
Cyrus often believed in many gods. 

Cyrus appears to believe there is a spiritual higher power(s); however, this acknowledgment does not 
mean he has put his full faith in the One True God alone. According to the Bible, because of Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection, it is necessary to not only believe in God but also to accept Jesus’ death 
on the cross as your payment for sin. Have you ever told God you believe in Him? Have you put your 
trust in His Son (Jesus)? If not, please turn to the introductory page of the study entitled “Delighting 
in My Salvation” (page 10) and take this step today. 

7. Read Ezra 1:5–6. How did the Jewish exiles respond to the edict of King Cyrus? 
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8. Look again at Ezra 1:1 and compare it with Ezra 1:5. What similarity do you see in how God   
 brought about His plan? What does this tell you about God and individual responsibility?
 

9. Throughout the book of Ezra the word house is used 65 times in the New King James Version  
 (NKJV) of the Bible. When a word is repeated, especially that many times, it is important. Look  
 at Ezra’s usage of the word house in Ezra 1:2–7. It is seen six times in these verses. Describe the  
 two different ways houses are used in these verses. 

 a. Read 2 Samuel 7:18;27–29, 1 Chronicles 17:11–12; 22:10 and 2 Chronicles 6:9–10
  How do both types of houses from question 9 fulfill God’s promises to His people? 

10. Look closely at the groups in Ezra 1:5 who are going back to accomplish the work in Jerusalem.  
 Why are some of these people essential for the work to be completed in Jerusalem?
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11. According to Ezra 1:6, how did the Jews, who remained in Babylon, invest in the work that   
 would be done in Jerusalem? How was their investment equally important? 

12. In Ezra 1:7–11 Cyrus returns items that belong to the Jews who are traveling back to Jerusalem  
 as well as demonstrates his support toward their efforts. Why are these items important to the  
 Jews and the re-establishment of the temple?  

13. As the chapter ends, the exiles are returning to Jerusalem. Read Lamentations 1:1 and 5:16–22.  
 After reading these verses, describe what their homeland will look like when they step back into  
 the city of Jerusalem. 

 

 a.  What feelings do you think this will evoke in them? 
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ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

This week we examined how God stirred up King Cyrus to release the Jewish exiles and send them 
back to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. Their period of captivity was over, and it was time to go 
home. This Old Testament account shares some overlapping ideas with the New Testament story of 
the prodigal son which is found in Luke 15.
 
God permitted the prodigal to exercise his free will against his father’s instructions. The prodigal’s 
father grieved over his son’s sin and the decision to leave home to squander the riches that had been 
provided for him. Yet, he allowed him to go and patiently waited for his son to come to his senses. As 
a slave in a foreign land due to his sinful choices, God orchestrated circumstances that encouraged 
the son to return to the father. Eventually, when the timing was right, the prodigal returned home. 
From a long way off, the father stood waiting with welcoming arms for his child. After the son’s 
departure, there had not been one day that had gone by where the father had stopped loving him or 
had forgotten about him; rather, he longed for his return.  
 
The story of the prodigal and the story of the Israelites in Ezra share some similarities. Both exer-
cised their free will to rebel against God, squandered the riches they were given, chose sinful living, 
were enslaved, and then, when the timing was right, returned to their Father, God. 
 
Most of us can likely identify with some part of these two stories because we have all sinned against 
God and have needed to return to Him for forgiveness and restoration. Consider and respond to the 
following questions.

1. Knowing God disciplines His children like a loving Father, when was the last time you
 experienced God’s discipline? What did God teach you through it?

28  |   A FRESH START



2. Some of the captives from Ezra 1 chose to stay in Babylonian captivity even though freedom   
 was available. You learned in Ezra 1:6 that some who stayed in Babylon encouraged those who  
 left. We can’t know for certain why some stayed and some went, other than Ezra 1:5 says God  
 moved in the spirits of some people and they responded. Others may have stayed behind   
 because they had grown comfortable in Babylon. Describe what the phrase “comfort in
 captivity” means to you, and how it might impact a person’s desire to be set free. Have you ever  
 found yourself comfortable in captivity? Explain.

3. Have you returned to the Lord from an area of sin? If so, how has your life changed? If not, is   
 something holding you back? Depending upon how you answer this question, spend some time in  
 prayer asking God to search your heart for any area of bondage (materialism, addictions, physical  
 beauty, past relational pain, etc.) and ask to be released into the freedom Christ provides.

 

4. Looking at Ezra 1, you can see God using all things, even sin, for His greater good and plan.
 How does God’s release of the Jewish exiles after 70 years encourage or challenge you? 
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DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

This week’s lesson introduced the idea of returning back to God. It is believed that Psalm 126 may 
have been written following the Jewish exile and return to Jerusalem. Using the New King James 
Version of the Bible, fill in the verses below from Psalm 126. 

“When the LORD brought back the captivity of Zion, we were like those who ____________. 

Then our mouth was filled with ________________, and our tongue with ______________. 

Then they said among the nations, ‘The _____________ has done great things for them.’ 

The LORD ____________________________________________, and we are glad. 

Bring back our captivity, O LORD, as the _________________ in the South. 

Those who sow in _________________ shall reap in ______________.  

He who __________________________________ weeping, bearing seed for sowing, 

shall doubtless come again with __________________, bringing his sheaves with him.”

Take some time to meditate and consider the importance of this Psalm. Delight in God’s faithful-
ness and mercy to turn His people back to Himself as you conclude your study time.
 
Close in Prayer
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Teaching Videos and handouts are available for free at www.delightinginthelord.com. 
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When was the last time you experienced godly remorse over your sin? For most of us, life moves at 
such a rapid pace that we are typically more focused on what comes next rather than what is 
happening in the present. We often fail to pause long enough to allow God to show us any area of 
sin. Yet, as a believer in Jesus Christ, it is vital that we look back on our actions, attitudes, and behav-
iors to see if there is an area of disobedience that requires us to repent so we can be restored to 
God.  

 

This week’s lesson combines two chapters, Ezra 2 and Ezra 3. In Ezra 2, the exiles, who are about to 
depart from Babylon to Jerusalem, are listed by their genealogical ancestry. Whoever compiled the 
list had the tedious but important job of recording nearly 50,000 names. Consider for a moment this 
statement: 50,000 people saw their sin before God. They wanted to obey God’s word and rebuild the 
temple of God for worship. The long hard years of 
captivity had produced hearts of repentance. 
 
Ezra 3 begins with the arrival of the exiles back in 
Jerusalem and an explanation of their actions upon 
their return. When the people settled in their home-
towns, together they restored the temple after 
building an altar and consecrating themselves to the 
Lord. They worked with a unified mind and heart toward God. Remember, they have not been in 
their homeland for over 70 years and have been unable to perform the requirements God had put in 
place for the repentance of their sin. Having repented, they moved into a time of celebration and 
feasts. It is a momentous month for the Jewish people. It isn’t hard to imagine the joy and excitement 
of restored fellowship with God after such a long time. Yet, many mourned what had been lost 
through those years. As you read, try to put yourself in their place to get a better idea of why some 
wept while others shouted for joy. 
 

WEEK 3

Repent and RejoiceRepent and Rejoice

Disobedience separates us from fellowship with God. 1 John 1:9 tells 
us, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” Once you receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior, all of our sin, 
all of it, past, present, and future is forgiven; but the ongoing battle with the world, the 
flesh, and the devil means that our relationship with God can still be affected when we 
sin against Him. Our genuine sorrow for sin and confession restores the right relationship 
with God that Jesus purchased for us with His blood. When we look back, we can repent 
for those things we have done wrong, receive forgiveness, and move forward in a way 
that pleases God. We will see this in this week’s chapters.

WE NEED HIS REGULAR 

CLEANSING FOR OUR SIN SO 

THAT WE CAN BE RESTORED 

TO A RIGHT RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD.
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Just like the exiles, we, too, must consider the past, repent, and then go forth cleansed to accomplish 
the work God calls us to do. As you open your Bible and read these two ancient chapters of Jewish 
history, consider how you have been like one of them. They have been away from Him and are 
coming back after a period of consequences for their sin. They have mourned their past actions and 
are now united to serve the Lord going forward. They are not so different from us because we all 
need forgiveness and the fresh start only God can provide. 
 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read Ezra 2 & 3

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

Overview of the Chapters  

There are a lot of verses this week, but we hope you will not be overwhelmed by all the details. 
After reading Ezra 2:1–70 and Ezra 3:1–13, answer the following observation questions below. 
Experience 1 will only be a cursory overview. Keep your answers in this Experience simple. 
In the Experiences that follow, we will dig into greater detail.  
 
1. Who is returning to Jerusalem? (No need to write out the names)

 

 

 

2. What time reference is given in chapter 3?

3. What are the people doing and why are they doing it? 

4. How did the Jewish people show their appreciation to God? 
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EXPERIENCE 2

The Jewish Registry

Ezra 2:1–70
 
1. Read Ezra 2:1 and 2:70. Where was each group of people going to settle once they arrived
 back in Israel? 
 
 
 
2. Read Ezra 2:2. God did not ask Zerubbabel to lead the people to Jerusalem alone. Who did He  
 call to partner with him in leadership?  

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Notice that in verse 2 a man named Nehemiah is mentioned. This is not the Nehemiah that wrote the 
book of the Bible that bears that name. Nehemiah the writer did not return to the land with the first 
group. Also, a man named Mordecai is mentioned. He is not the same man who is mentioned in the 
book of Esther.” [The events of Esther take place in the middle of Ezra]
 (J. Vernon McGee, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, p. 18)
 
 
3. Read Ezra 2:3 –65 and then fill in the missing family names that correspond with the number of  
 exiles who returned in the chart below. This exercise may seem mundane; however, we will be   
 referring to this chart later. Notice some of the names are completed for you.

Names of the people Total number Names of the people Total number

V. 3  The people of 2,172 V. 25 The people of 743
       Parosh   Kirjath Arim, Chephirah,
   Beeroth
   
V. 4 The people of 372 V. 26 The people of Ramah 621
   & Geba

V. 5  The people of Arah  775 V. 27 The men of 122

V. 6 The people of  2,812 V. 28 The men of 223
   Bethel & Ai
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Names of the people Total number Names of the people Total number

V. 7 The people of  1,254 V. 29 The people of 52
Elam

V. 8 The people of 945 V. 30 The people of 156

   

V. 9 The people of  760 V. 31 The people of 1,254
Zaccai   the other Elam

V. 10 The people of 642 V. 32 The people of  320
    Harim

   

V. 11 The people of 623 V. 33 The people of 725

    Lod, Hadid & Ono

V. 12 The people of 1,222 V. 34 The people of 345
 Azgad
 
V. 13 The people of 666 V. 35 The people of 3,630

V. 14 The people of  2,056 V. 36 The Priests:   973
    The sons of

V. 15 The people of   454 V. 37 The sons of 1,052
    Immer  

V. 16 The people of 98 V. 38 The sons of 1,247
Ater of Hezekiah

V. 17 The people of 323 V. 39 The sons of 1,017
Bezai

V. 18 The people of  112 V. 40 The Levites  74

V. 19 The people of  223 V. 41 The Singers 128
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Names of the people Total number Names of the people Total number

V. 20 The people of 95 V. 42 The sons of  139
    the gatekeepers

V. 21 The people of 123 V. 43–58 The Nethinim 392

V. 22 The men of  56 V. 59–60 The Unknowns* 652
Netophah    

V. 23 The men of  128
Anathoth

V. 24 The people of 42 Total number of exiles 42,360
    to Jerusalem 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“All the Nethinim: These seem to be the descendants of the Gibeonites, who were made special 
servants of the Levites and the priests at the temple.” (David Guzik, www.blueletterbible.org)
 

4. Why is genealogical record keeping so important to the Jewish people? (See Matthew 1 if you   
 need some help.)
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5. Read Exodus 12:37. At the time of the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt, approximately how many  
 people departed? Keep in mind, the number in Exodus does not include women and children.  
 Compare this number with the total number returning to Jerusalem after their captivity in
 Babylon. How would these numbers be a sobering reality to the nation of Israel?

 
 
 
 
 
6. Read Ezra 2:65. There were 7,337 male and female servants and 200 singers who also accom- 
 panied the Jewish people back to Jerusalem. What was the grand total of people who departed  
 from Babylon under the direction of Zerubbabel? 

 
 
 
7. Ezra 2:66–67 tells us many kinds of animals accompanied the exiles back home. Why might this  
 have been significant considering they were returning to ruins?

8. Read Ezra 2:68–69. What were the first things the Jewish people did when they arrived in
 Jerusalem? List them below. What do their actions demonstrate about their changed hearts? 
 



EXPERIENCE 3

Obedience and Repentance 

Ezra 3:1–13

1. For a moment, jump ahead to Ezra 3:2. We’ll go back to verse 1 in question 2. In verse 2, we   
 encounter Jeshua, also referred to as Joshua (not from the book of Joshua), and Zerubbabel   
 again. These two men led the Jewish people back to Jerusalem and held prominent leadership  
 roles. Haggai was a contemporary prophet at the time of the Jewish return. Read Haggai 1:1.  
 What do you learn about Jeshua (Joshua) and Zerubbabel? How are their leadership roles   
 different but equally important? 

 a. Turn back to Ezra 3 and read verse 2. What influenced Zerubbabel and Jeshua’s actions?  
  Why is this important? Keep in mind one of the reasons they were in exile was due to their  
  disobedience to God’s laws regarding the feasts.

2. Now let’s look at Ezra 3:1. A time reference is given; it is the seventh month. This timing is   
 significant for the Jewish exiles. To understand this significance, read Leviticus 23:23–44. God set  
 forth feasts that the Jewish people were commanded to follow throughout the year. Keep in   
 mind, when the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed over 50 years prior, these feasts ceased being  
 observed. Use the verses in Leviticus to describe the three feasts in the seventh month, their   
 significance, and when they are celebrated. (Refer to Jewish Feasts Chart in the back of the   
 workbook if needed.)

 • Feast of Trumpets

 • Day of Atonement

 

 • Feast of Tabernacles
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DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“The Feasts of the Lord provided visual aids for the Jewish people. Each of the seven feasts pointed 
them to their Messiah, and each uniquely portrayed a particular aspect of His life and ministry. Taken as 
a whole, they form a complete picture of the person and work of the Messiah and the steps one must 
take to walk in the peace, power, and rest of God.” (https://blogs.bible.org/the-seven-feasts-of-israel)
 

3. Read Ezra 3:1–6. How does God’s timing (seventh month) test the hearts of the Jewish exiles upon  
 their return?

 a. What words are repeated multiple times throughout verses 1–6? What do these words tell you  
   about all the exiles’ attitudes and actions toward God before building the temple? What did   
   their action represent in relationship to God and their 70 years of captivity?

4. Read 2 Corinthians 7:10–11. How is godly sorrow evidenced in the Jewish exiles? 

 a. Define the word repentance:

5. Opposition is often present when God’s work is being accomplished. Why might the Jews have   
 been afraid in Ezra 3:3? How did they overcome that fear? 
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 a. Read Deuteronomy 28:1–7. How might this have encouraged them as they prepared to  
  build the temple during fear and opposition? 
 
 
 
 

 
6. Use Ezra 3:7 to explain how God used Cyrus king of Persia to empower the Jewish exiles and  
 how he provided for the rebuilding needs. 

7. Read Ezra 3:8–11. It is now 535 BC. The exiles have been back in Jerusalem for almost three  
 years and have laid the foundation of the temple. In 967 BC King David’s son, Solomon,  
 began building the first temple for God in Jerusalem. He finished around 954 BC. Read 2  
 Chronicles 7:1–4 and describe the similarities you see happening in both passages.

8. When the Israelites left Egypt and began their time in the wilderness, the Lord gave Moses  
 very specific instructions on how to build a tabernacle. This was a sacred place for them  
 where they could worship Him and experience His presence. Exodus 35–40 details the  
 construction of the first tabernacle. (If you are not familiar with this portion of text, please  
 read it.) Read Exodus 40:34–38. What does the tabernacle (temple to come) represent for  
 the Jewish people? 
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9. There was a mixed set of emotions expressed when the people began to worship. Read Ezra   
 3:12–13. Describe the responses of the people. What might have caused such a diverse reaction?
 
 
 
 
 

ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

In Ezra 2 and 3 the exiled Israelites returned to their beloved Jerusalem; the land God promised them. 
This marked a fresh start for them spiritually as individuals and as a nation. They endured God’s 
discipline for their sin and turned back to God. They were aware of God’s faithfulness to them through 
the mercy He demonstrated to them despite their disobedience. With their hearts set on following 
God, they stepped onto the soil of their homeland with hope and a new beginning set before them. 
Knowing the temple was vital to their communion with God the Jews set about restoring the temple 
with repentant hearts and rejoicing spirits. After they built the altar of the temple, they collectively 
celebrated the feasts commanded by God in the seventh month of the Jewish calendar. For the first 
time in over 70 years, they worshiped in the temple and celebrated the Lord’s provision for their past, 
present, and future at the appointed feasts. 

As New Testament believers saved by grace through faith in Jesus (Ephesians 2:8–9), we know that we 
are the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19–20). The Spirit dwells in the hearts of those who 
believe and speaks to us the things of God (John 16:13). We don’t need to celebrate the feasts of the 
Old Testament or build a temple to meet with God. Our redemptive reality, past, present, and future, 
is found in Jesus. Because of His death and resurrection, we can be forgiven of our sins, receive a 
fresh start, and walk every day in His victory over sin. We have access to God through faith in Jesus 
daily, and our response to all He’s done in saving us should be a heart of gratitude and worship, just 
like the Jewish exiles. 

Fresh starts are a gift from God. Just as the Jews received this gift of a fresh start in Ezra 2 and 3, 
anyone who believes in Christ is given this gift too.  As you consider the following questions, perhaps 
you are ready for a fresh start today! 
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1. Outside of your salvation, where have you seen the Lord bring about a fresh start in your life?   
 Explain. 

2. Upon returning to Jerusalem, the Jews recognized the fresh start God had given them and built  
 an altar to God. Then, in obedience, they celebrated the appointed feasts. It was a time of   
 repenting, remembering, and rejoicing. How are these three things just as important for us to   
 implement when God brings about a fresh start in our lives? What does each of these things   
 look like, tangibly speaking, in your life?

 a. How does obedience factor into a fresh start with the Lord? 
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DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

In Ezra 2 and 3 we saw God’s people go before God with their sin seeking His forgiveness. Using the 
New King James Version of the Bible, fill in the verse below from 2 Chronicles 7:14. 

“If My people who are called by ____ __________________ will ______________ themselves,

and ___________ and ______________ My face, and _______________ from their wicked

ways, then I will ____________ from heaven, and will _________________ their _________

and ___________ their land.” 

Take some time to meditate and consider the importance of this verse. Delight in God’s forgiveness 
for our sins and His desire to restore us to Himself. 
  
Close in Prayer
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3. As the Jews did, sometimes we can also get caught up in sinful habits or patterns. The enemy   
 is there to deceive you into thinking you are too far gone, your situation is hopeless, or even    
 your sin is unforgivable by God. Can you identify any sinful habits in your life? What are they?    
 Lamentations 3:22–23 tells us the Lord is faithful and compassionate, and His mercies are new   
 every morning. How might this encourage you as you seek a fresh start with the Lord? 
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Have you ever had to wait on the Lord to move in your life? Waiting expectantly for an opportunity 
to serve Him with the spiritual gifts He’s given you for kingdom-building work? You feel so ready. 
Enthusiasm and excitement are building deep within your heart. God seemingly makes the direc-
tion clear. No sooner do you take one step out of your comfort zone into an area that feels a bit 
foreign than wham, the enemy strikes! You’re dumbstruck. You think to yourself, what just 
happened? 

You were seeking God, drawing near to Him, and He 
stirred your heart for more of Him. You wanted to serve 
Him however He desired. Your spiritual high turned 
quickly to a spiritual low. Discouragement set in. Confu-
sion replaces clarity. The enemy begins to whisper, 
“Who do you think you are? You aren’t qualified to 
serve God. Look at your past. You don’t have anything to offer God. You can’t possibly do that.” 
His whispers are unrelenting as supposed friends echo the same doubts. Obstacles are everywhere. 
The whispers are ruthless. Forward movement for God stops and now mediocrity sets in. 

No tactic of Satan can overpower God’s sovereign plan for you and all mankind.
Work may stop for a season, but God’s will always prevails. 

The Jewish exiles in Ezra 4 were collectively rebuilding the temple of God in Jerusalem. They had 
been hard at work; unified, purposeful, and dedicated to God. Resistance presented itself in many 
forms from the people in neighboring cities and within Jerusalem itself. Samaritans and Jews from 
the northern tribes troubled the Jewish exiles, invoking fear and discouragement. For approximately 
two years, the resistance was unending, but the work continued. 

SATAN SEEKS TO THWART 

GOD’S PLANS, IMMOBILIZE 

HIS PEOPLE, AND BRING US 

TO A PLACE OF COMPROMISE.

WEEK 4

Resist the EnemyResist the Enemy

The enemy of our souls always wants to interrupt, disrupt, and stop God’s 
kingdom-building work. Satan seeks to thwart God’s plans, immobilize His people, 
and bring us to a place of compromise. He’s good at it. His tactics haven’t changed 
since he whispered doubt into Eve’s ear back in the Garden of Eden.
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God wasn’t just concerned with rebuilding His temple. He would rebuild the whole city of Jerusalem 
through Nehemiah. As Ezra tells us of the conflict during the temple rebuilding process, he adds in the 
conflict that ensued throughout the entire building time period which lasted over 80 years. As you 
study through this chapter, you’ll see verses 6–23 cover this time frame and show us Satan doesn’t tire. 
He was and always will be resistant to God and His plan for mankind. Yet, God prevailed along with 
His people despite the spiritual warfare. The work stopped for a time, but God’s temple, along with His 
city, eventually was completed. 

There are many lessons for us in Ezra 4. The adversary’s tactics employed in these verses sweep 
through time. You find them operating today in the midst of God’s people as they seek to serve God. 
Maybe you are dealing with resistance, discouragement, accusations, and the enemy’s forceful tactics 
right now. Don’t succumb to his lies. As Paul said in Ephesians 6:10, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in 
the Lord and in the power of His might.” Don’t compromise your spiritual walk with God. Arm yourself 
in His power. Resist the devil. Stay the course He’s laid out for you. Do the work. We are praying for 
you. Be encouraged as you see how God accomplished His work despite the adversary’s constant 
resistance among the Jewish exiles. 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read Ezra 4

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

Overview of the Chapter  

1. Who are the main people mentioned in Ezra 4? Give broad categories, not specific names.
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2. What are the time references given in these verses? There is a time gap you may notice in  
 verse 24. Don’t try to figure it out. We’ll dig into this deeper in the lesson.

 • Verse 5 

 • Verse 6   

 • Verse 7  

 • Verse 24  

 a. The following chart details the reigns of the kings mentioned in the above verses. Using  
  the chart, how many years spanned the reigns of Cyrus and Darius 1 and what work was  
  accomplished during that time while adversaries tried to oppose the work?

 

559–530 BC 536 BC Temple restoration begins Ezra 4:1–5
Cyrus 534 BC Temple restoration ceases

530–522 BC Nothing recorded scripturally No reference
Cambyses

  

522–521 BC Nothing recorded scripturally No reference
Smerdis
  
521–486 BC 521–520 BC Temple restoration  Ezra 4:5, 24 
Darius 1 resumes   
  515 BC Temple completed 

485–465 BC No temple restoration  Ezra 4:6
Xerxes (Ahasuerus) completed during his reign Esther   

464–424/423 BC 445 BC Jerusalem’s city walls built  Ezra 4:7–23
Artaxerxes 1 (Artashasta) and completed (52 Days) Nehemiah 

King/Reign Year/Event Scripture Reference



3. What is happening as the Jews are trying to complete God’s work? 

4. How is God’s work affected? 

EXPERIENCE 2

The Adversary’s Tactics of Compromise and Discouragement

Ezra 4:1–5

Tactic 1: Compromise

1. Read Ezra 4:1–2. The adversaries of Judah and Benjamin (referenced in Ezra 3:3) are the   
 Samaritans. Samaritans are half Jewish and half pagan. When the northern tribes were taken  
 captive by Assyria, they intermarried with the people of the land who were not Jewish. What do  
 the adversaries want to do with Zerubbabel? What is their rationale?  

 a.  Let’s learn about these people. Read 2 Kings 17:24–34. What do you learn from these   
   verses about the religious practices of the people in Samaria?

 b.  Read Dueteronomy 7:1–4. What was God’s command to the Jews about intermarriage and  
   why?

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“A very interesting explanation of this passage has been recently obtained from the Assyrian sculp-
tures. On a large cylinder, deposited in the British Museum, there is inscribed a long and perfect copy 
of the annals of Esarhaddon, in which the details are given of a large deportation of Israelites from 
Palestine, and a consequent settlement of Babylonian colonists in their place. It is a striking confirma-
tion of the statement made in this passage. Those Assyrian settlers intermarried with the remnant of 
Israelite women, and their descendants, a mongrel race, went under the name of Samaritans. Though 
originally idolaters, they were instructed in the knowledge of God.” (Jamieson, Fausset & Brown’s 
Commentary on the Whole Bible, p. 340)
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2. One way the enemy of God tries to hinder the work of God in Ezra 4:3 is by tempting the  
 Jews to compromise God’s commands. Define the word compromise in your own words.  

 a.  How were the adversaries employing this tactic with the exiles who had returned and how  
   did Zerubbabel and Jesuhua’s response demonstrate their wisdom?

 b.  Why might this tactic have been enticing and easy to succumb to?

 c.  In your opinion, why would adversaries of the Lord try to use this particular tactic with  
   God’s people? How might their partnership have long-lasting consequences? 

Tactic 2: Discouragement

3. Read Ezra 4:4–5. How did the adversaries try to discourage the Jews? 
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4. Go back to Ezra 3:3. What emotion were the Jewish people already dealing with? How would  
 this have fueled the enemy's ploy?   

 
5. From the chart in Experience 1, consider the time that elapsed in the rebuilding effort and the  
 enemy’s tactics to hinder their obedience to God. How were the enemy’s tactics successful for  
 a time? How could the Jewish people have overcome this powerful tool of the enemy?

EXPERIENCE 3

The Adversary’s Tactic of Accusations

Ezra 4:6–22

Tactic 3: Accusation

1. Ezra 4:6–23 is considered by many commentators to have happened outside of the chronological  
 order of verses 1–5 and 24. Read Ezra 4:6–7. What signals the time change? Refer to the chart in  
 Experience 1 for specific dates if needed. 

 a.  There is another clue that verses 6–23 refer to a different time period in Jewish history.

  • Look at verses 1, 3, and 24. What work is being done in these verses? 

  • Look at verses 12, 13, 16, and 21. What work is being referred to in these verses?
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2. Read Ezra 4:6–16. If you recall, in Week 1 under the Structure heading we explained that the   
 book of Ezra includes seven letters. Ezra 4:11–16 is the second of these. The adversaries of the  
 Jewish people are writing to Ahasuerus and then later to Artaxerxes, King of Persia. What were
 the accusations against the Jewish people in verses 12–15? 

 a. In Ezra 4:13 and 16 the adversaries are trying to influence the king to stop the rebuilding   
  projects in Jerusalem. What fleshly desires do they target in trying to get the work to stop? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Their attack by letter was a skillful combination of truth and lies. It was true that Jerusalem had a 
sinful past; yet with these returned exiles, it truly was the past and not the present. However, that truth 
was completely irrelevant because of the great lie—the lie that Jews and the builders of Jerusalem had 
a rebellious intent.” (David Guzik, www.blueletterbible.org)

3. Define the word accusation. What is often the desired outcome of someone who makes an
 accusation against another person? 
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4. Accusations can often have threads of truth interwoven with lies, therefore making them
 believable. Look up the verses below and connect the adversary’s accusations with the Jewish truth.  

 2 Kings 15:13–16   Paying taxes/tribute

 2 Kings 16:2–4   Evil practices

 2 Kings 23:35   Rebellion

 2 Kings 24:1   Sedition/conspiracy

5. Consider what you have learned about the Jewish exiles and how God has worked in their lives so  
 far in Ezra 1–3. What do you think enabled the Jews to stand strong against the sins of their past  
 and not be defeated by these accusations? 

6. Read Ezra 4:17–22. This is the third letter of Ezra and contains King Artaxerxes’ response to the  
 accusations against the Jews. How were the adversary’s accusations successful? 

EXPERIENCE 4

The Adversary’s Force and Interference

Ezra 4:23–24

Tactic 4: Force and Interference

1. Read Ezra 4:23–24. Even though these verses cover two different time periods of the Jewish
 rebuilding campaign, the adversary achieved its goal with both building projects. Describe how they  
 overpowered the Jews.
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2. Consider why Ezra may have included verses 6–23 in his retelling of the rebuilding events.   
 What is Ezra trying to communicate to his readers about opposition to the work of God? 

Modern Day Tactics of the Adversary

3. In Ezra 4 we studied the ways adversaries came against the Jewish people as they were
 obediently doing God’s work. Read 1 Peter 5:8–9. Who is our adversary and what does he seek  
 to accomplish? 

4. We looked at four tactics of the adversary in Ezra 4. Look up the following verses about the   
 adversary to the gospel. Connect him with his tactics. 

 Revelation 12:10   Kill and destroy 

 Matthew 26:40–41   Accuser

 Matthew 16:21–23   Weakness of the flesh

 John 10:10    Mindful of the things of men

5. Read Ephesians 5:10–13. How do these verses arm us against our enemy today and reinforce   
 what you learned in Ezra 4? 
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ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

The Jewish returnees began the rebuilding efforts of Jerusalem after it fell to the Babylonians, but it 
didn’t take long for opposition to rise up against them. Can you picture in your mind this scene for a 
moment? The former exiles are repositioning rocks for the temple’s foundation when all of a sudden 
a local Samaritan taps the foreman on the shoulder, clears his throat, and says, “Excuse me, may I 
speak with you for a moment?” With one question, the adversary began to disrupt the work of the 
Lord.

Whenever we offer to serve God, we should expect adversity, obstacles, and hardships. If we do not, 
we may be taken off guard when the inevitable struggles ensue. This may sound pessimistic, but the 
Bible tells us to expect it. We read in 1 Peter 4:12, “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the 
fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you.” We should anticipate 
and be equipped for adversity to arise. Jesus demonstrated how we can handle the enemy’s tactics.  
 
In Matthew 4:1–11 Jesus was about to begin His earthly ministry for God when the adversary, Satan, 
came to tempt Him. Interestingly, like the text from Ezra in this week’s homework, the opposition 
came through offers of compromise, discouragement, and accusations. The enemy wanted Jesus to 
compromise His obedience to God, tried to discourage Him from following God’s plan, and accused 
Him of not being the Son of God. But, if you are familiar with the story, remember Jesus overpowered 
Satan in the end, forcing Him to flee His presence (v.10).
 
Like Jesus, we must not compromise in the face of adversity, grow weary in doing good, or believe 
lying accusations. Remember, although we may be overpowered for a time, God is never outpowered!   
 

1. Describe a time of opposition you may have encountered when you have obeyed God by allowing  
 Him to use your life. 
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2. Use the example from question 1 to describe how you handled any adversarial encounters. Did  
 you have to fight against compromise, discouragement, or false accusations? If so, please   
 explain.
 

3. Based on the experience you described above, give some Biblical advice you would share that   
 might help others be prepared for an adversarial attack when serving the Lord.
 

4. Have you ever experienced or witnessed a work of the Lord interrupted but then watched God   
 overpower the enemy to resume the work which had begun? If so, describe. Was there a tangible  
 benefit to the delay? If so, explain.
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DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

This week’s lesson focused on resisting an adversary. This is not an easy thing to do; however, we can 
be encouraged that God is fighting with us against the enemy. Using the New King James Version of 
the Bible, fill in the verses below from Deuteronomy 20:3–4. End this lesson by delighting in God’s 
power, protection, and presence in the face of adversity. 

“And he shall say to them,‘____________________________: Today you are on the verge of 

____________________with your _______________________. Do not let your heart faint, do

not be ___________________, and do not tremble or be _____________________because of 

them; for the LORD ______________________is He who goes with you, to _________________

for you against your enemies, to save______________.’”

Close in Prayer
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Has there ever been something you felt was ruined, yet you hoped would 
be restored? Perhaps a dear friendship was severed after an unresolved misunderstand-
ing. Now, when you scroll through your photos on your phone and see a picture of the two 
of you, heartache sets in where there was once laughter and joy. As the feelings of disap-
pointment and hopelessness wash over your spirit, you think to yourself, “That is ruined! 
Wrecked, beyond repair.”  

Or maybe it isn’t a relationship but an object like a car that has been in an auto accident. 
After the insurance company sees the damages, you wonder if it will be considered totaled 
and think to yourself, “It’s too broken; shattered and beyond repair.”

In Ezra 5 and 6 we find the returnees from 
Babylon on a fifteen-year hiatus from 
rebuilding the temple of God. The build-
ing lay in ruins in Jerusalem with rubble 
everywhere. There were probably many 

people who thought, “It’s too run down; beat up and beyond repair.” But that was not what 
God thought. God didn’t see the ruins. He saw what it would be, a restored temple. He 
desired for the exiles to accomplish the work in His name, but they had abandoned their 
efforts after being intimidated and forced to stop. So, God sent a few good prophets to 
speak into their inactivity and sin. He used Haggai and Zechariah to declare the word of 
God to the people of God. The prophets encouraged them to get back to work and finish 
rebuilding the temple.  

God was interested in the rebuilding of a physical temple, but He was most interested in the 
rebuilding and restoring of His people, Israel. He desired they would obey Him first by doing 
the work and then enjoy their restored relationship in a temple where He would meet with 
them. God always sees the bigger picture. When we see ruins, God sees restoration. Ezra 5 
and 6 demonstrate this truth. Be encouraged as you look into this portion of text. There are 
many modern-day applications tucked into these verses to assure us that God sees beyond 
the debris around our feet. He is the God who rebuilds and restores.    

GOD ALWAYS SEES THE BIGGER 

PICTURE. WHEN WE SEE RUINS, 

GOD SEES RESTORATION.

WEEK 5

Rebuilt and RestoredRebuilt and Restored
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RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read Ezra 5 & 6

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

Overview of the Chapters  

1. Who is encouraging the Jews to get back to work?

 
2. Who is trying to hinder the work and how? 

3. How did the work get restarted?

 
4. What enabled the work to keep going? 

5. What did God accomplish in Ezra 5 and 6? 



EXPERIENCE 2

God’s Word

Ezra 5:1–5

1. Read Ezra 5:1. The prophets Haggai and Zechariah are introduced in Ezra 5:1. They were    
 contemporary prophets of Ezra who encouraged the Jews to go back to rebuilding the temple.
 If you recall from Ezra 4:24, the rebuilding of the temple stopped until the second year of the   
 reign of Darius king of Persia. It would have been 520 BC. Read Haggai 1:1–11. How did the   
 Jewish people become distracted when the temple work stopped? 

2. Read Haggai 1:12–14 and compare it with Ezra 5:1.

 a. What was the catalyst for the temple rebuilding effort to continue? 

 b. What similarities do you see in these two texts regarding the motivation to begin rebuilding?

3. The Lord was examining the hearts of the Jewish people. Read Zechariah 1:1–6. Zechariah’s   
 ministry to God’s people began about two months after Haggai’s.

 a. What do you learn about their attitude toward God in Zechariah 1:1–6?

 b. What does this tell you about the importance of our hearts when doing God’s work? 
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4. Haggai further describes some of the Jewish people’s struggles. God speaks through Haggai to the  

 Jews regarding this. Read Haggai 2:1–9. 

 a. Describe the struggles you see in the Jewish people, Zerubbabel, and Jeshua (Joshua).

 b. How did God meet them in their struggle? 

5. God used prophets in the Old Testament to speak His truths. In the Old Testament, you often see  

 the words, “The word of the LORD came to….” God chose who He would use to be His spokesper- 

 son and would tell them what to say under God’s authority and power. The people knew, according  

 to Deuteronomy 18:22, that if the words of the prophet came true, they were from God. The words  

 were the words of God. As believers, we have the gift of the Holy Spirit in us as well as the Bible.  

 Read the following verses and note what you learn about the power of God’s word. 

 •  Psalm 119:105

 •  Isaiah 55:11

 •  2 Timothy 3:16–17

 •  Hebrews 4:12
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6. We see the temple building project reinvigorated in Ezra 5:2. How do you see God working to  
 overcome the enemy’s opposition and encourage the Jewish people?

7. According to Ezra 5:3–5, opposition came again from the Persian government officials as the  
 Jews were building the temple. What did they ask the builders?

 a. How does God display His sovereign power as well as confirm the messages of the
  prophets Haggai and Zechariah in these verses?  

8. Read 1 Corinthians 14:3–4. How do you see these verses in action in Ezra 5:1–5? 

EXPERIENCE 3

God’s Authority

Ezra 5:6–17

1. Ezra 5:6–17 contains the fourth letter found in the book of Ezra. Read Ezra 5:6–17. Circle any  
 of the words below you feel capture the tone of the letter Tattenai wrote to Darius. 

         Friendly     Inaccurate
         All business   Angry
         Accusatory   Factual     
         Informer    Genuine

 a. Think back to the second letter written in Ezra 4:9–16. What do you notice in the contrast  
  between the tones of the second and fourth letters?  
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2. Read Ezra 5:6–8. What two adjectives (v. 8) describe the work that is occurring in Jerusalem?

 Why would this type of work capture the attention of the local leadership?

3. Zerubbabel was instrumental in the building process and was also under attack. Read Zechariah  

 4:1–10. How was God using Zechariah to encourage Zerubbabel? 

 a. What do you learn about Zerubbabel’s role in building the temple? 

4. Read Ezra 5:9–10. There are two primary questions asked of those who were rebuilding the    

 temple. These questions are reiterated from Ezra’s account in Ezra 5:3. Write the questions    

 being asked. Why do you think they were asking these questions?  

 • Verse 9

 • Verse 10
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5. Read Ezra 5:11–16. These verses answer the questions asked in Ezra 5:3 & 9–10. Notice the   

 answers are linked to past Jewish history regarding the first temple built under King Solomon.

 Fill in the chart based on the events of Ezra 5 and Jewish history about the first temple. 

     

 Ezra 5:11            1 Kings 6:1,9

 Ezra 5:12            1 Kings 6:11–13

 Ezra 5:13            Ezra 1:1

 Ezra 5:14            Daniel 5:1–4

 Ezra 5:15            Ezra 1:7–8

 Ezra 5:16            Ezra 1:8

Describe the event of Ezra 5 Historical accounts of first temple
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 a. Based on the chart on the previous page, what do you learn about God? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“’Then came the same Sheshbazzar, and laid the foundation of the house of God which is in
Jerusalem,....’ Which makes it clear that by Sheshbazzar is meant Zerubbabel; for he laid the founda-
tion of the temple, or at least by whose order it was laid, see Zechariah 4:9.” (John Gill, Gill’s Exposition 
of the Whole Bible, www.studylight.org) 

6. Read Ezra 5:17. What is the request contained in the conclusion of the letter? How will the answer  

 resolve the concerns which have been raised?

EXPERIENCE 4

God’s Providential Plan

Ezra 6:1–12

1. Ezra 6:1–12 demonstrates God’s providence. Keep in mind that God’s providence is seen in His  
 character. Before we can understand this concept in the book of Ezra, we should understand   
 what God’s providence means. Look up the following verses and note what you learn about the  
 providence of God.

 •  Nehemiah 9:6–8

 •  Acts 2:22–24

 •  Acts 17:26–28

 •  Romans 8:28–29
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2. With the understanding that God lovingly and justly governs all creation providentially, let’s look   
 at God‘s providential plan for the Jews, as well as all people. As this is a big subject, we are     
 keeping it simple for the purpose of understanding what God is doing in Ezra with the Jewish    
 people. Look up the following verses and note what you learn about God’s heart for all people.

 • Isaiah 45:11–13, 15–17

 • 2 Peter 3:9

 • Ephesians 1:3–10

 
3. Read Ezra 6:1–12. Keep in mind, verses 2–5 form the fifth letter contained in the book of Ezra.   
 It echoes the initial decree made by King Cyrus in Ezra 1:1, 7–8 when he allowed the Jewish    
 exiles to return to Jerusalem and begin rebuilding the temple. The sixth letter detailing Darius’    
 decree regarding the temple construction is contained in verses 6–12. Describe how you see    
 God’s providential plan unfold for the Jews and His temple through Darius’ decree in verses 1–12.

 a. The decree that had been issued approximately 15 years ago (v. 1–3)

 b. The temple funding (v. 4, 8)

 c. The return of the temple articles (v. 5)

 d. The building process (v. 6–7) 

 e. Spiritual provisions (v. 9–10)

 f. Building opposition (v. 11–12)
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4. Considering all you’ve learned so far about God’s providence, why would God give so much    
 attention to the hearts of the Jewish people and the rebuilding of His temple as seen in Ezra    
 5–6:12?

EXPERIENCE 5

God’s Restoration

Ezra 6:13–22

1. Read Ezra 6:13–14. The local government was swift to obey all that Darius commanded in his   
 letter. However, notice the progression of authority by filling in the sentence below from the    
 New King James Version of the Bible.  

 Ezra 6:14b “And they built and finished it, according to the commandment of 

 ________________________, and according to the command of ______________,

 __________________ and _______________________________________.”

2. Read Ezra 6:15–18. The temple was finally finished on the third day in the month of Adar    
 (Jewish calendar). 

 a. How did the people respond to the completion of their work? 

 b. What did it demonstrate about their restoration back to God? Be sure to pay attention to the  
  type of sacrifice offered in verse 17.  
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3. We read in Ezra 6:19–20 that Passover was celebrated on the fourteenth day of the first    
 month. Read Exodus 12:26–27. According to these verses, what is the significance of
 Passover? Refer to the Jewish Feasts Chart on page 138 as well.

 a. Given what you have just learned in Exodus, why would celebrating Passover in their   
  restored temple be particularly meaningful to those who returned from Babylonian
  captivity?

4. Read Ezra 6:21. What do you notice about the Jews’ inclusion of their neighbors? Why were   
 they able to join in the worship of God?

 a. How does this verse reflect God’s heart regarding all people?

5. As the chapter concludes with verse 22, God’s favor rests upon Israel once again. Describe
 how this fulfills God’s promise as spoken through the prophet Haggai in Haggai 2:18–19.



72   |   A FRESH START

ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

We opened Ezra 5 to find the Jewish people spiritually immobilized. So much resistance came for so 
long. When the construction of the temple was halted, the Jews grew disheartened and became 
preoccupied with their own homes. Once again, the prosperous life God had for them felt far off. 
The temple in Jerusalem lay in ruins. The altar stood on the temple’s foundation, but little else. The 
hope of restoring and rebuilding the dwelling place of God was slipping away along with their sense 
of spiritual purpose. Where was God? Would He finish what He started? Can you relate? 

1. Is there anything in your life that looks like it is in ruins and beyond repair? If so, what is it?
 What do the ruins look like? What happened? 

As we saw in Ezra 5 and 6, God spoke powerfully through the prophets Haggai and Zechariah as 
the word of God came to God’s people. It is the word of God that transforms hearts. It has the 
power to restore that which looks ruined and rebuild that which has been torn down. 

2. What is the condition of your heart regarding the brokenness you wrote about in question 1 as  
 well as toward God? 

3. How might the example of God’s restoration and rebuilding with the Jews and the temple offer  
 you hope in your situation? 
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It is interesting that after the hearts of the Jews turned back to God and the temple was completed, 
they celebrated Passover. Right before Jesus started his earthly ministry, He met John the Baptist at 
the Jordan River. John saw Jesus coming and said, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world” (John 1:29). Three and one-half years later, Jesus went to the cross as the final 
Passover lamb who took on the sins of the world. When He drew His last breath, He cried, “It is 
finished” (John 19:30). Jesus’ cry was one of completion. He flawlessly carried out God’s plan for 
all mankind. His death made a way for you and me to have our sins forgiven and be restored back 
in fellowship with God. Through Jesus, we have hope that our brokenness can be rebuilt, and our 
ruins restored. 

4. We saw in Ezra 6, after God restored the temple, they celebrated Passover and responded to   
 God’s favor with joy. Joy comes from having a right relationship with God, who is the source of  
 our joy. As you wait on God to restore and rebuild places of your life, what would it look like to  
 live with joy? 
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DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

This week’s lesson focused on God’s restoration and rebuilding of not only His people but also His 
temple. It is hard to rejoice during brokenness, yet with the Lord, it is possible. Using the New King 
James Version of the Bible, fill in the verses below from Isaiah 61:1–3. End your time in God’s word 
by delighting in His power to restore and rebuild all things. 

“The ____________ of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the LORD has anointed Me to preach good 

tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to ______________ the _____________________, to proclaim 

liberty to the ___________________, and the opening of the prison to those who are _____________; 

to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to 

__________________all who _______________, to console those who mourn in Zion, to give them 

________________ for _______________, the oil of __________ for ______________________, the 

garment of _________________ for the spirit of __________________; that they may be called trees of 

______________________, the planting of the LORD, that ________ may be glorified.” 

Close in Prayer
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Have you ever had something planned and looked forward to it with excitement? Maybe you 
planned a trip or a wedding, were expecting a baby, or friends were gathering together at your 
home. Sometimes the things that lie ahead of us are in the form of assignments, volunteer oppor-
tunities to serve the Lord, or even in the everyday aspects of life. You don’t want to be unprepared 
so you do everything you can to be ready. 

Then the day came. He sensed God’s hand upon 
him. He asked the king if he could go to Jerusalem 
and bring with him whoever wanted to go. Permis-
sion was granted. Provisions were abundantly 
given. Additionally, traveling under the king’s 
authority offered Ezra protection as he made the 
long journey. So much of his life prepared him for 
this moment, but Ezra hadn’t neglected his responsibility before God either. Ezra knew if he 
diligently studied God’s word today it would prepare him to trust God’s plan for tomorrow. As Ezra 
prepared his heart, God was faithful and took care of all the other details. Ezra was ready to go. 
He was ready to be used by God among the Jewish people in Jerusalem because he had obeyed 
God’s leading. 

BEFORE PREPARING ANY

RESOURCES OR EVEN MAKING 

PLANS, HE PREPARED HIMSELF

IN THE THINGS OF GOD.

WEEK 6

Ready to GoReady to Go

Preparation is necessary for so many of life’s events, whether 
big or small. Ezra knew this firsthand. Having grown up in Babylon as a Jew, his 
heart longed for his homeland. Even though he had never been to Jerusalem, and it 
seemed far off, Ezra heard of the other exiles who had traveled back years before. Ezra 
came from a long line of priests. Without a Jewish temple in Babylon, he was only able 
to read the Law of Moses but not execute the holy office of God's service. How easily he 
could have lost heart thinking God would never use him in this area. Even though Ezra 
was unable to perform his priestly duties, he served faithfully as a scribe of the law and 
studied the law diligently. In learning the law, he learned about God. His love for God 
grew along with his faith. He longed to share all he knew with those who had gone 
back to Jerusalem, but he had to patiently wait for that time to come. Before preparing 
any resources or even making plans, he prepared himself in the things of God.  
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Ezra 7 marks a shift in the book of Ezra. What became of Zerubbabel, who led the first group of Jews 
back to Jerusalem, is not known. The Jewish people who had previously returned were heading into a 
moral and spiritual decline. God saw this. Was Ezra the one He chose to bring His people back to 
Him yet again? You can decide that for yourself. But Ezra, under God’s authority, leads the second 
group of Jews back to Jerusalem. Like Zerubbabel, he had a mission. God prepared Ezra’s heart, and 
in turn, Ezra sought and trusted God, and went where God sent him by faith. As you will see in Ezra 
7, God’s hand was upon Ezra. His hand is also on you. There is so much we can learn from Ezra’s 
example. No matter where God wants to take you tomorrow, prepare yourself today through His 
word. 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read Ezra 7

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

Overview of the Chapter

1. Who are the main people mentioned in this chapter? No need to list the genealogy found in   
 Ezra 7:2. From what you learned in Week 1, remember who these people represent and the   
 clue to Ezra’s lineage. Go back to Week 1 if you need a refresher. 

2. What does Ezra desire to do? 

3. How does his desire get fulfilled? 



4. When do these events occur? What time references are given in the verses that help you

 understand when these events take place? 

EXPERIENCE 2

God’s Preparation 

Ezra 7:1–10

1. Read Ezra 7:1. Take notice of how verse 1 begins. It says, “Now after these things.” It raises the  

 question, “What things?” The events in Ezra 7 happened almost 60 years after the events of   

 Ezra 6. Go to the timeline in Week 1. What year did the events of Ezra 7 take place? What    

 major event in Jewish history happened in the 60 years between Ezra 6 and 7? 

 a. Look again at Ezra 7:1. Who is the reigning king? Look at the table of the kings from Week 4.  

  When did this king reign? Keep in mind that this king is the son of the previous king, Xerxes,  

  also known as Ahasuerus.

2. To better understand what is happening in Ezra 7, let’s look at the events that happened during  

 the 60-year gap. Turn to the book of Esther and read Esther 1:1. Who was the king at the time

 of the events of Esther? 

 a. Read Esther 2:5–9 and 15–18. What do you learn about Esther? 
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  b.   Knowing that the two kings are related and who Esther married, how could Esther possibly

    be related to the king in Ezra 7:1? Put a star next to this question. We’ll come back to the

    connection.

 

We’ll summarize the main events of Esther so you can understand its impact on the events of Ezra 7. 

The king did not know Esther was a Jew. Haman, a high government official, required all the king’s 

servants to bow to him. Mordecai refused. Once Haman learned Mordecai was a Jew, he plotted to 

destroy all the Jewish people. However, Haman was missing an important piece of information: Queen 

Esther was also a Jew. This set off a firestorm of events that resulted in Esther risking her life by going 

before the king on behalf of the whole Jewish nation. Mordecai said to Esther “For such a time as this” 

that God may be using your position to save the Jewish people. That is what happened. But Haman 

had already deceitfully put a decree in place to kill the Jews. That decree had to be subverted or else 

the Jews would die. 

3. Let’s pick back up in the book of Esther. Read Esther 8:7–9 and 11–14. How did the king empower  

 and protect the Jewish people? 

4. Read Esther 9:1–5. Describe what happened when the government officials revolted against the  

 Jews.

5. The king promoted Mordecai after the conflict. Read Esther 10:1–3. How did Mordecai’s advance- 

 ment help the Jews?   
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6. Now let’s get to the events of Ezra 7. Read Ezra 7:1–9 and answer the following questions. 

 a. In Week 1 you looked at Ezra’s lineage and learned he was part of the priestly line of Aaron  
  (Ezra 7:1–5). Based on Ezra 7:6, Ezra was living in Babylon. Since he couldn’t perform his  
  priestly duties, what was he doing instead in obedience to God?

 b. Ezra asks the king if he can go to Jerusalem with a group of Jews in verses 6–9. How was   
  this journey initiated differently than the first journey with Zerubbabel and Jeshua? (Refer   
  back to Ezra 1 if needed.) 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“With Ezra a company of people went up to Jerusalem, 1,496 in all. They left on the first day of the 
first month and arrived on the first day of the fifth month, corresponding to the end of July or begin-
ning of August. The distance they traveled by way of Carchemish was over 800 miles.”
(A.C. Gaebelein, Gaebelein’s Annotated Bible (Ezra 7), www.studylight.org)

 c. How do you see God’s favor on Ezra? What phrase in verse 6 stands out to you about God’s  
  favor? This phrase is repeated in Ezra 7:9 and 7:28. Be sure to look at all three verses when  
  you consider your answer.  

7. Not only do we find the reason for Ezra’s journey to Jerusalem in Ezra 7:10 but the secret to his  
 godliness and devotion is also revealed. Explain. 
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8. Use Ezra 7:1–10 to make a list of adjectives to describe Ezra. 

9. Now let’s go back to the question you starred (2b of this section). With all that you learned from  
 Esther, how might the events during Esther’s life, as well as her relationship with the king, have  
 influenced how the king in Ezra 1 felt toward the Jews? 

 a. How might Esther have been an example to Ezra as God was preparing him to revive the   
  Jews? 

EXPERIENCE 3

God’s Provision and Protection

Ezra 7:11–28

1. Read Ezra 7:11–12. The seventh and final letter begins here. Ezra is described in verse 11 as,  
 “Ezra the priest, the scribe, expert in the words of the commandments of the LORD, and of His  
 statutes to Israel.” What would an expert like Ezra know and how would it be demonstrated in his  
 life?
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2. Read Ezra 7:13–14. Why might this portion of the letter be useful for Ezra while traveling and   
 after arriving in Jerusalem?

 
3. Read Ezra 7:15–16. Two different groups of people gave a financial contribution to Ezra to   
 bring back to Jerusalem. List them below.

 •  Group 1

 •  Group 2

 

4. Read Numbers 18:21–24. Who benefitted from the collected tithes? Describe any similarities you  
 see between the freewill offerings collected in Ezra 7:15–16 and the tithes collected in Numbers  
 18:21–24.

5. Read Ezra 7:17. Artaxerxes gives specific instructions on how he wants some of the money spent.  
 Describe his request. 
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6. Read Ezra 7:18–22. The king gives his full financial support to the work of God through Ezra.  
 What phrases do you see in these verses that show the king’s confidence in Ezra? 

 a. What more does he provide in verse 22? 

7. Read Ezra 7:23. What is Artaxerxes’ motivation for giving this abundance to Ezra?

  
 a. Consider what you already studied about the interactions with the Jewish people in the book  
  of Esther. Do you think this may have impacted his benevolence? Why or why not?

8. Read Ezra 7:24. Artaxerxes made an interesting decree. How do you see God’s provision for the  
 Jewish people enacted through the king's edict?
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9. Read Ezra 7:25–26. What power is bestowed upon Ezra? 

 a. How does this demonstrate God’s protection for the Jewish people?

10. Ezra praises God in Ezra 7:27–28 for all He has done. How does Ezra’s response show the   
 depth of his faith in God? 

11. There is a saying that goes like this, “What God calls us to do, He will equip us to do.” How   
 does this saying ring true in Ezra 7?

ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

One of the themes from Ezra chapter 7 is the idea of being prepared and ready for God’s work. 
Ezra’s life was an example of that kind of readiness. Throughout the New Testament, we also see 
people who emulate similar attributes to Ezra. The apostle Paul and Timothy are two who come to 
mind.

After Paul’s conversion, he became a faithful, sold-out man of God who shared the gospel with 
those he encountered. During Paul’s second missionary journey, he became close friends with a 
younger man named Timothy. They formed a brother-like bond. Paul served as Timothy’s mentor, 
and Timothy served as a liaison and assistant to Paul. At the end of Paul’s life, he was concerned 
he might not see Timothy again before he died. So, Paul penned him two letters of encouragement 
and words of wisdom. In the second letter, Paul wrote this exhortation to his young mentee, “Be 
diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15). Paul’s desire for Timothy was that he would be 
prepared for whatever God called him to do, and the best way to do that was to diligently study 
God’s word. If Timothy would do this, he would show himself ready for God to use him mightily.
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Both Ezra and Timothy devoted themselves to studying the word of God and then putting their 
knowledge into practice. Ezra demonstrated that in the text for this homework. He took the initiative 
to be an unashamed worker who steadfastly studied, taught, and transcribed scripture. Then, when 
God called him to go to Jerusalem, his efforts were rewarded through God’s blessing of provision 
and protection.  

These mighty men of God model a pattern we can follow in our own preparation to be God’s 
prepared servant. Let’s consider their example as we answer the following questions.  

1. Although Ezra was in a more public spotlight for God later in his life, initially his preparation was  
 likely done before God alone. We can tend to think that our service for God is defined by what we  
 do in the public eye (like volunteering with a Christian ministry or church). However, consider the  
 fact that all of our life is our ministry for God. Do you approach life this way? Why or why not? 

 

2. How does diligently studying God’s word prepare you for what God would have you do today as  
 well as how God may use you in the days to come? 

 

 a. The training often requires hard work. How are you approaching the training each day?
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3. How have you seen God prepare you for His service before you were even actively engaged in the  
 work? For example, is there a skill or ability you developed earlier in life that you now use for   
 God’s purposes?

4. As you minister, publicly or privately, how can each day’s work be done with the mindset that you  
 have an audience of One?

5. Finally, describe a time when you saw “the hand of God” upon your work for Him. Describe the  
 protection and provision that confirmed you were fulfilling what He was asking you to do. Did you  
 find it comforting, surprising, and/or encouraging?
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DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

The following verse is a reminder that we, like Ezra, need to be prepared by studying God’s word so 
we can be ready for God’s service. The time of training and preparation can seem long, yet it is vital 
for our readiness. Fill in this verse from 2 Timothy 2:15 from the New King James Version. Delight in 
the fact that God, who is your audience of One, sees you and will use your preparation in His word 
for His glory.

“Be diligent to present _______________________ approved to God, 

a _____________________ who does not need to be _____________________, 

rightly dividing the __________________________________.” 

Close in Prayer
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Have you ever met or encountered a famous person? Perhaps it was an athlete, a celebrity, or a 
political leader. Do you remember how you felt? Maybe you had feelings of reverential awe 
because you felt like you were in the presence of someone great. Or maybe you experienced 
reverential awe over an object like a famous painting, a one-of-a-kind artifact, or a family 
heirloom. When you encountered the object, a feeling of reverence washed over you because
you understood its value and what it represented.

As we open chapter 8 of Ezra, we find the next wave 
of exiles gathering to travel back to their homeland, 
Jerusalem. Before they depart there are some tasks 
they need to complete. One of these tasks is recording 
the names of those who are leaving; another is 
accounting for and distributing the sacred objects and 
offerings for God that will be used in the temple. He 
was a man who feared God above all else. So, Ezra 
and the exiles humble themselves before God and ask for His divine protection for the journey. 
There are not many details about the trip itself, but the chapter closes with the Jewish caravan 
arriving safely in Jerusalem. The people who have returned offer sacrifices to God, worship, and 
praise God in the temple.

This is a beautiful account of how this group purposed in their hearts to put God first in all things 
and then lived it out through their actions. 

In your study time, consider once again Ezra’s example. Take notice of how he was a leader who 
demonstrated what it looked like to have a healthy respect and devotion for God. Each step of the 
way he put God in His rightful and honored position. Find ways you can put into action reverence 
and honor in your own life because you too are in awe of the Lord God Almighty. 

WEEK 7

Reverence for GodReverence for God

EZRA WAS A LEADER WHO 

DEMONSTRATED WHAT IT 

LOOKED LIKE TO HAVE A 

HEALTHY RESPECT AND

DEVOTION FOR GOD.

Ezra was a man who was accustomed to being around 
influential people, including the king. Interestingly, Ezra doesn’t talk about 
brushing shoulders with the rich and famous of Persia; he talks about pleasing God 
alone. He had reverential respect for God which caused him to live out externally 
what he believed internally. God’s awesome power, majesty, and greatness had 
captured his heart, and his leadership decisions reflected his convictions. In turn, he 
lived a holy life fueled by his love for God and devotion to Him. 
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RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read Ezra 8

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

Overview of the Chapter  

1. Who is Ezra addressing in Ezra 8? Don’t write every name as some will be examined more  
 closely throughout the lesson. Just observe the general groups of people Ezra addresses.  
 Who did Ezra notice was missing?

2. Where are the events of Ezra 8 taking place? 

 

 
 a. Circle the Euphrates River on the map below and follow it to Babylon. Put a star just  
  outside Babylon. 

(Harper, T. After the Captivity…The Return of the Exiles, www.slideserve.com)

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

Ahava is mentioned in verses 15 and 21 as both a river and a place. No one knows for sure where 
it is located today. It is believed to be a canal that flowed from the Euphrates River to a nearby 
town once called Ahava, which was an eight days’ journey from Babylon. 
(www.biblehub.com/commentaries/)
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3. What is Ezra preparing to do? 

4. When are these events happening? What time references are given? 

5. What phrase is repeated in verses 18, 22, and 31 as it was in Ezra 7? 

EXPERIENCE 2

Reverential Lineage

Ezra 8:1–20

1. You may recall in Ezra 2 there was an extensive genealogical list of the Babylonian exiles who    
 were returning to Jerusalem. In that section of homework, we pointed out family record-     
 keeping was so important to the Jews because they needed it to recognize the arrival of      
 their Messiah who would ultimately save them. Read Ezra 8:1–14. This chapter begins with     
 another genealogical list that is of equal value to them. Following is a chart of the families who   
 returned with Ezra. Next to each list of family names fill in the number of men who returned to   
 Jerusalem. (We will use this data  later in this Experience.)
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Phinehas, Gershom, Ithamar, Daniel, David,
Hattush, Shecaniah, Parosh, Zechariah

 
Pahath-Moab, Eliehoenai, Zerahiah 

Shechaniah, Ben-Jahaziel
 
Adin, Ebed, Jonathan 
 
Elam, Jeshaiah, Athaliah
 
Shephatiah, Zebadiah, Michael
 
Joab, Obadiah, Jehiel 

Shelomith, Ben-Josiphiah
 
Bebai, Zechariah
 
Azgad, Johanan, Hakkatan
 
Adonikam, Eliphelet, Jeiel, Shemaiah
 
Bigvai, Uthai, Zabbud 

     Total number of men: 

2. Read Ezra 8:15–17. It is possible that the reason the people camped by the Ahava River was to   

 get organized before leaving on their journey, but it was during this time Ezra makes an important  

 discovery. What is it and what does this say about Ezra’s spiritual priorities for the people?

List of Family Names Number of Men
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 a. Describe the men Ezra asked to help him with his concern in verse 16. What does this tell you  
  about what Ezra values in the people he chooses to assist him?

 b. Describe the command Ezra gives in verse 17. What does this tell you about the authority   
  Ezra holds in the Babylonian community?

3. Read Ezra 8:18–20. The phrase “the good hand of our God” has been used many times in the  
 book of Ezra. We see it here again in Ezra 8:18. What does he mean by this statement and what  
 has God done that will be vital to the work Ezra will do when he returns to Jerusalem? 

4. Many men are named in verses 18–20 who will assist Ezra when they return to Jerusalem. Fill in  
 the chart below with the total number of men mentioned. 

                 

Sherebiah with his sons and brothers (v.18) 

Hashabiah, Jeshaiah, brothers and sons (v.19)

Nethinim (v. 20) 

    Total number of men: 

Names of Levite Men and Nethinim Number of Men
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5. Add the number of men you tallied from the chart in question 1 together with the total number  
 from the chart in question 4. What is the grand total of men?

6. Remember, when the exiles' names and numbers were tallied, it did not include women and   
 children. However, compare the total number of exiles who returned in Ezra 2 with the total   
 number of exiles who returned in Ezra 8. What do you notice?  

 a. What do you think may have influenced the difference between the two groups? 

EXPERIENCE 3

Reverential Fear of God

Ezra 8:21–23

1. Before we get into the next set of verses in Ezra, let’s establish a working definition of reverence  
 and reverential fear of God. Read the following verses. After reading each verse, fill in the blanks  
 by summarizing what the verse says in a few words.

 • Psalm 111:10

  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of _________________, and those who obey Him have a  

  good __________________________ of _______________________________. 

 • Psalm 115:11

  The fear of the Lord shows we ________________ in the Lord for      

  _________________________________________. 

 • Psalm 128:1

  The person who fears the Lord _________________________ the Lord’s commandments and  

  ways. 



• 1 Samuel 12:24

 The person who fears the Lord knows ________________________________________ and serves  

 God in truth with all her heart. 

• Luke 12:5

 The person who fears the Lord knows that _____________ alone holds all __________________  

 over physical and eternal life. 

 a. Reverence, as defined by Merriam-Webster, is Honor or respect that is felt for or shown to   
  someone or something. Write your own definition for reverential fear of God based on what  
  you have learned. 

2. Read Ezra 8:21. Ezra is ready to embark on the journey back to Jerusalem. Remember from   
 Week 6 that the journey took approximately four months and covered approximately 800 miles.  
 What did Ezra do before beginning the journey and how do his actions demonstrate reverential  
 fear? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“The purposes of fasting are various. Its most widely attested function, for the community as well as the 
individual, is to avert or terminate a calamity by eliciting God's compassion. For example, God mitigates 
Ahab's punishment because he fasted and humbled himself (I Kings 21:27–29). King David fasted in 
the hope that ‘the Lord will be gracious to me, and the boy will live. But now that he is dead why should 
I fast?’ (II Sam. 12:22–23). Many other passages also indicate the use of fasting as a means of winning 
divine forgiveness (e.g., Ps. 35:13; 69:11; Ezra 10:6), implying that fasting is basically an act of 
penance, a ritual expression of remorse, submission, and supplication.” (www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org)
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3. Ezra 8:22 gives insight into Ezra’s actions in verse 21. What do you learn about the journey they  
 were embarking on? Explain why Ezra was feeling ashamed.  

 a. Based on what you learned, Ezra’s fear was understandable based on the real and present  
  circumstances of the journey. How does reverential fear override circumstantial or emotional  
  fear?
 

4. Read Ezra 8:23. How did God honor Ezra’s reverential fear? 

5. In Week 6 we had you look at the connection between the events of Esther and its possible   
 impact on Ezra. Before Esther risked her life by going in front of the king on behalf of the Jews,  
 she made a request. Read Esther 4:13–17 and 5:2. What similarities do you see between   
 Esther’s and Ezra’s risks and the outcomes as well as their reverence for God? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

Ezra recognizes that man’s behavior and God’s character are the two factors that co-determine the 
relationship between them. If men will seek Him, God will bless them. On the other hand, God will not 
sit idly by when His people abandon Him. His strong wrath will surely descend upon their heads. This is 
the principle that motivates Ezra to lean hard upon the Lord and not upon the arm of flesh. (A. Phillip 
Brown II, www.bible.org)
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EXPERIENCE 4

Reverential Fear for the Things of God

Ezra 8:24–30

1. Read Ezra 8:24–27. There is a separation happening in these verses. Why were these people   
 separated from the others? What was entrusted to them which helps you understand Ezra’s   
 traveling fears expressed in verses 21–22? 

 a. Read Numbers 3:5–8. Describe the duties of the priests. 
 

2. The concept of holiness is brought forth in Ezra 8:28. Ezra equates the value of two things   
 before God. What are they and how do Ezra’s words and actions once again show reverential  
 fear?    

 a. Let’s get further understanding on the topic of holiness. Read Leviticus 19:1–2 and
   1 Kings 8:4. What does God declare holy in these verses? 

 b. Holy is the Hebrew word qōdeš (Strong’s H6944). It means apartness, sacredness, and   
   separateness. How can people and objects be separated to God? What are they sepa-  
   rated from? 
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DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“In 8:28, Ezra tells the 12 men he chose that they are ‘holy to Yahweh [the LORD], and the vessels are 
holy.’ Ezra’s charge to these men contributes to the developing theme of holiness. It reinforces the 
concept that holiness always involves separation unto Yahweh. Implicit in Ezra’s charge is the fact that 
Yahweh is holy. A holy God may be worshiped only with holy vessels, and holy vessels require priestly 
guards who are holy to Yahweh as well.” (A. Phillip Brown II, www.bible.org)

3. Read Ezra 8:29–30. What are the priests told to do and how will their faithfulness to God be made  
 known? 

4. Read Daniel 5:1–12, 22–31. Keep in mind, the events of Daniel took place during the Babylonian  
 captivity. One would imagine that Ezra and the exiles were familiar with this account. After reading  
 the verses in Daniel, explain what happened in this passage regarding the temple vessels. How  
 might this have been a warning to the Jewish exiles as they carried the holy vessels to Jerusalem? 

EXPERIENCE 5

Reverential Responsibility 

Ezra 8:31–36

1. You should have noticed in Experience 1 that a time reference is given in Ezra 8:31. Look back at  
 Ezra 7:9 to see when Ezra began his journey. How many days had Ezra been at the river of Ahava  
 before heading to Jerusalem? 

2. Use verses 31–32 to explain how the hand of God was upon the Jews once again. 
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3. Read Ezra 8:33–36. Three main things happen after Ezra arrives in Jerusalem. Describe them  
 below.

 • Verses 33–34
  
 • Verse 35

 • Verse 36 

 a. How do Ezra’s actions show a reverential sense of responsibility? 

4. What similarities do you see between the first actions of the Jewish exiles under Zerubbabel   
 upon returning to Jerusalem (Ezra 3:1–6) and the actions of the Jewish exiles under Ezra upon  
 their return in Ezra 8? 

5. Ezra 8:35a says that the people participating in the burnt offering in the temple were “the   
 children of those who had been carried away captive, who had come from the captivity.”   
 Remember these people would have never seen or participated in a temple sacrifice. What   
 does this tell you about their faith and reverence to God? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Though of tribes there were only Judah and Benjamin, yet they offered a bullock for every tribe, as if 
present. There can be little doubt that there were individuals there from all the twelve tribes, possibly 
some families of each.” (Clarke as quoted by David Guzik, www.blueletterbible.org)
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6. Ezra 8:36 summarizes Ezra’s purpose in Jerusalem. Use all you have learned in Ezra 8 to
 summarize how Ezra fulfilled this purpose in a reverential way.

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Now they were actually in the place where Jehovah [the LORD God] had caused His name to dwell of 
old, and the sweet savor of a multitude of burnt offerings ascended to His throne to testify to the 
gladness of their hearts; while the sin offering, burned to ashes, told how fully they recognized the evil 
of having departed from Him who should ever have been the joy of their souls; the God of their fathers, 
now fully recognized as their God, despite their feeble condition.” (H.A. Ironside, Ezra, Nehemiah and 
Esther: An Ironside Expository Commentary, p. 52)

ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

Both reverence and holiness can sometimes be lofty spiritual concepts. It’s easy to associate them 
with religious or spiritual things like Ezra did concerning the priests and the temple, but maybe a 
little harder when it comes to ourselves and everyday possessions. As we saw throughout Ezra 7–8, 
Ezra was concerned about holiness in the practical matters of living as well as priestly and ceremo-
nial matters. Not only did he exemplify holiness in life, as we saw in Ezra 8, but he also made sure 
those around him lived with that same standard. Not as a matter of outward ceremonial holiness 
only but outward behaviors that portrayed a heart set on God.

To be reverent means living with a constant awareness of God and everything we do. He sees it all 
from the innermost of our hearts to the outermost of our lives. He sees what we elevate, who we 
fear, what we adore, and who receives our devotion. It is God alone who should be revered and 
loved above all else. All we do should overflow from our love, trust, and gratitude for who He is and 
what He’s done for us. 

Peter understood the holiness and reverence of God, too. Having walked alongside Jesus during 
Jesus’ earthly ministry, Peter saw Jesus’ great power and authority. Through Jesus, Peter learned 
how to live a life of holy reverence unto God. In a letter to the Jewish believers, Peter wrote, “He 
who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, ‘Be holy, for I am 
holy.’” (1 Peter 1:15–16.) In teaching this principle to the believing Jews, Peter focused on the 
importance of living a life separated from sin, unto God, and in the power of the Holy Spirit. Let’s 
start there as we apply Ezra’s and Peter’s teaching to our lives. 
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1. Knowing God calls us to be holy. What does a pursuit of holiness look like for you?

 

2. 1 Corinthians 6:19 says “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit   
 who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a  
 price; therefore gloify God in your body and in your spirit which are God’s.” How does this   
 challenge you in the area of holiness? Explain the role of the Holy Spirit in our pursuit of   
 holiness.

3. The NASB version of Deuteronomy 6:13 says, “You shall fear only the Lord your God; and you  
 shall worship Him and swear by His name.” Having reverence for God means we acknowl-  
 edge His lordship in every area of our lives, and we obey what He commands. Can you think   
 of an area of life where you have not given God full authority and lordship? How does this   
 reflect your fear of God? Explain. Have you learned anything in this lesson to apply to this   
 area of your life where you haven’t given God full authority?
 

.
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 a. Ezra and the Jewish exiles fasted and prayed before traveling to Jerusalem. In doing so,   
  they humbled themselves seeking the Lord. How does prayer and fasting show a sign of   
  reverence to the Lord? What would it look like for you to fast and pray through an area of   
  struggle, like the one you answered in the previous question? How can you make this a   
  practice in your life? 

 

DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

It is widely held by Jewish tradition that the “Songs of degrees or Ascents” (Psalms 120–134) were 
sung along their journey from Babylon to Jerusalem. When at last they stood in the temple, having 
come from the darkness of Babylon into the house of the Lord God of Israel, their souls rejoiced at 
God’s gracious goodness and blessings upon them. Fill in the blanks below from Psalm 128:1 using 
the New King James Version of the Bible. Close by delighting in God’s blessings over you, too, as you 
walk in His ways. 

“__________________ is everyone who ______________ the LORD, who __________________ in His 
ways.”

Close in Prayer
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Teaching Title

WEEK 7: REVERENCE FOR GOD

Teaching Videos and handouts are available for free at www.delightinginthelord.com. 
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Teaching Title

WEEK 7: REVERENCE FOR GOD

Teaching Videos and handouts are available for free at www.delightinginthelord.com. 
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Have you ever found yourself walking in an area of sin God freed you 
from in the past? At some point in your spiritual life, God made you aware of an area of 
sin, you confessed it, and you turned from it. Yet somehow a relapse occurred. You found 
yourself entertaining temptations again and even worse, succumbing to them after God 
graciously forgave you and delivered you from them. God’s prior chastening for that same sin 
seemed so distant and forgotten, but there wasn’t a true heart change. Maybe your relationship 
with God grew stagnant. What was previously unacceptable to God, you justified, excused, and 
numbly enjoyed. The longer you continued in that sin, the harder it was to see it for what it was; 
an offense before God, sin against Him, and disobedience to His word. 

As we’ve learned, the second group of Jewish exiles returned to Jerusalem under Ezra, the 
priest. After being in Jerusalem for a short time, Jewish leaders shared very troubling news 
regarding the first group of Jewish exiles with Ezra. These people had been in Jerusalem for 
many years. Their Babylonian captivity was a distant memory. The temple was rebuilt. God had 
restored them to fellowship with Him, yet they weren’t safeguarding their walk with God. Temp-
tations arose from within the community. Pagans 
intermingled with the Jewish population, and before 
long, the holy Jewish remnant joined in marriage 
with those who practiced idolatry. To the shame of 
the leadership, Ezra learned they were the guiltiest.

What follows in Ezra 9 should be an example for all 
of us. Ezra was overcome with the sin of the people and went before the Lord as if the sin was 
his own. Stop and consider that for a moment. Ezra felt the guilt of the people’s sin as if it was 
his own sin and guilt. When was the last time you carried someone’s sin to the Lord as if it was 
your own pleading for His mercy?

 

EZRA WAS OVERCOME WITH 

THE SIN OF THE PEOPLE AND 

WENT BEFORE THE LORD AS 

IF THE SIN WAS HIS OWN.

WEEK 8

Relapse into SinRelapse into Sin

When this happens, the only thing we can do is follow Ezra’s example in Ezra 9:5 & 
15b; fall on our knees, spread out our hands to the Lord our God, and say, “Here I 
am before You, in my guilt.” 



Ezra’s sorrowful response is referred to by many commentators as a prayer of confession. His cry to 

the Lord testifies to his walk of faith, his understanding of God’s righteous judgment, and man’s sin. 
While standing in Jerusalem, far from Babylon and the punishment it represented, he never wanted 
the people to go back to that place of bondage as a result of sin. He knew that personal sin had 
far-reaching consequences extending to future generations. Having already experienced God’s gift of 
forgiveness and restoration, he knew the Jews’ sin was known by God and would have to be punished 
once again unless they repented and God extended them His grace and mercy. But the Jews also 
had to recognize their sinful choices before God. 

There are times when we too probably sense being convicted of sin like the Israelites. Do we take the 
grace of God for granted? Do we intermingle with worldliness, allowing what should be foreign to 
become too familiar? Do we grieve over our sin as Ezra did for Israel’s sin?
 
As children of God, saved by grace unto salvation and washed of our sins by Jesus’ blood, may we 
keep ourselves unspotted from the world. May we take sin seriously, learn from our past, and walk 
steadfastly in the truth of God’s word which keeps us from falling. 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read Ezra 9

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

Overview of the Chapter

1. Who is back in Jerusalem?

2. What problem does Ezra see among the Israelites and Levites? 
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3. How does Ezra respond to what he sees among the people? How do the people respond?

4. What does Ezra proclaim about the people? What does Ezra proclaim about God?  

EXPERIENCE 2

A Sin Problem

Ezra 9:1–4

1. Read Ezra 9:1a. The leadership comes to Ezra with a concern regarding the Israelites. What  
 do you notice about their sin and the way it was revealed?

2. It is believed that approximately 4–5 months (Ezra 7:9 and 10:9) have passed between  
 chapters 8 and 9. The first wave of exiles have been living in Jerusalem for nearly 60 years by  
 the time the second round of exiles arrived. Both groups initially returned consecrated to God  
 and had celebrated in the temple. Read Ezra 6:19–21 and Ezra 9:1–2. Describe the leader- 
 ship's spiritual state in these two passages.

 •  Ezra 6:19–21

 •  Ezra 9:1–2
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 a. Read Deuteronomy 7:1–6. What did God command in these verses? What was God’s
  reasoning behind the commands?

 b. How did the leaders and Jewish exiles in Ezra 9:1–2 violate the commands in Deuteronomy?  

 c. God takes the holiness of his people very seriously. Remember the definition of holiness from  
  Week 7. There is a separation required for God’s people. This theme is carried throughout  
  scripture and intended not only for the Jews but also for God’s people today. Read 2
  Corinthians 6:14. How does this verse reinforce God’s command in Deuteronomy 7:1–6? 

3. Reread Ezra 9:2 and notice the phrase “holy seed.” Read 1 Chronicles 16:13. Who is the “seed”?

 
 a. Read Leviticus 20:22–24 & 26. How do these verses connect with Ezra’s statement in Ezra 9:2  
  regarding the holy seed? Think about the purpose and effect of a seed. What happens to a  
  good seed versus a bad one? Apply this to what Ezra is saying to the people in verse 2. 
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DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Our most pressing obligation today is to do all in our power to obtain a revival that will result in a 
reformed, revitalized, purified church. It is of far greater importance that we have better Christians than 
that we have more of them. Each generation of Christians is the seed of the next, and degenerate seed 
is sure to produce a degenerate harvest not a little better than but a little worse than the seed from 
which it sprang. Thus the direction will be down until vigorous, effective means are taken to improve 
the seed.” (A. W. Tozer, The Set of the Sail, p. 154)

4. You already looked at Ezra’s response to the people’s sin, but let’s look at it in more detail now.  
 Read Ezra 9:3–4. The word astonished is used twice in these verses. How would you define the  
 word astonished? Explain why Ezra was feeling this way. 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Ezra’s response was typical of the response of godly people in the Old Testament when they found out 
about sin. Tearing his tunic and cloak was a sign of mourning (Num. 14:6, Josh. 7:6, Es. 4:1, Job 1:20) 
and pulling hair from his head and beard was a sign of unusual grief or of intense anger (Is. 22:12).” 
(John Walvoord and Roy Zuck, The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament, p. 669)

5. In Ezra 9:4 the people who gathered around Ezra responded with trembling. What caused them to  
 react this way? How does this tie back to what you learned in Week 7 about reverential fear? 

WEEK 8: RELAPSE INTO SIN   |  111



EXPERIENCE 3

Remorseful Response

Ezra 9:5–15

1. According to Numbers 28:4, there were two sacrifices per day. What does Ezra’s physical response  
 to the sin of the people say about his spiritual understanding of sin and God’s character in Ezra  
 9:5–6? 

2. Read Ezra 9:6–15. Notice the pronouns Ezra used as he retells these historical events in Israel’s  
 history. Consider the pronouns, the sin, Ezra’s participation, and his identification. What conclusions  
 can you draw? 

3. How have the consequences of sin had a lasting impression on Ezra? (v. 7) 

4. How has God shown both grace (unmerited favor) and mercy (not getting what you deserve)   
 to Israel? (v. 8–9) 
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5. God refers to the Jewish exiles as “a remnant” in verse 8. The remnant theme is repeated   
 throughout the Bible. It is expressed not only in Ezra 9:8 but also in verses 14 & 15. The   
 Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary defines a remnant as “something left over, especially the   
 righteous people of God after divine judgment.” How is this theme shown in the book of Ezra   
 so far? 

6. Read the following verses and note what you learn about God and His remnant throughout   
 Israel’s history. Keep in mind, these examples are not exhaustive, just enough for you to see   
 God’s consistency. 

 • Genesis 6:5–8 and 18

 • Genesis 18:16–23 and 32–33

 • 1 Kings 19:9–10 and 18

 • Romans 11:5–6

7. Read Micah 7:18–20. God’s remnant has a deep understanding of God. Explain. 

WEEK 8: RELAPSE INTO SIN  |  113



8. Read Ezra 9:10–15. Ezra cries out to God in a desperate prayer of confession. His prayer   
 echoes the prophet’s teaching from God found in Deuteronomy 7:1–6, which you looked at in  
 Experience 2. What is he confessing on behalf of the Jewish exiles and why? 

 a. What is Ezra’s deep understanding of God, sin, and man’s heart? List any words from verses  
  10–15 that stand out to you to support your answer. 

9. Let’s look at Deuteronomy 7:6–11 again. Explain how God’s remnant comes from those He has  
 chosen and those who also choose Him. Why would a remnant be important to God? Before   
 answering, think about the holy seed referenced in Ezra 9:2. 

 a. Now, using all that you have learned, let’s tie it all together. Given your understanding of   
  God’s heart for His remnant people, why did Ezra react so profoundly to Israel’s sin? 
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ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

The Israelites have been back in Jerusalem, the land God promised to them, for about 60 years. 
During that time, they returned to the very sins they were committing before their captivity. Perhaps 
some of us read the chapter and shook our heads while thinking, “Why are they breaking God’s law 
again?”  

Sadly, committing the same sin more than once wasn’t just a problem in the Old Testament.
Paul warned about this problem in the New Testament as well. Paul described it like this in
Romans 6:1–2,12–14, 19:

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall we 
who died to sin live any longer in it? Therefore, do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should 
obey it in its lusts. And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but 
present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness to God. For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under 
grace. I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your 
members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present 
your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness.”

Paul points out the importance of not using God’s grace as an excuse to keep sinning. Remember, 
once you put your faith in Jesus Christ, you are a new creation. You are dead, as he would say, to your 
sinful nature. We should separate ourselves from our sin as though it was dead and not resurrect 
those sinful behaviors again. The sins should not have any dominion over us because we are alive in 
Christ and dead to our sin. 

If Ezra could have read Paul’s words, I imagine he would have agreed wholeheartedly with Paul. Ezra 
was “astonished” by the Israelites’ violation of God’s law and the weakness of their flesh. It was as if 
the exiles resurrected their previous sins, resulting in an abuse of God’s grace. Why does this happen? 
Take some time to think about it and then answer the following questions.

1. Do you have an area in your life where sin easily creeps back in? If so, describe.
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2. Thinking about the sin identified in question 1, circle any reasons listed below that may cause you  
 to relapse into familiar patterns of sin. 

 Social pressure Not in God’s Word   Lack of trust

 Addiction Selfishness    Pleasure 

 Lack of education Impulsivity    Lack of resolve

 Painful past Desire to be liked   Boredom 

 Wrong setting Anxiety    Anger  

 Culturally acceptable  Depression    Lack of self-control

 Other:________________ Other:_________________ Other:_______________

3. How do circumstantial influences play a part in returning to sinful patterns?

4. Your answers to questions 2 and 3 identify motivations and/or attitudes for why we may recommit  
 sin, but it is not the reason for the problem. What is behind all sinful actions? How does that   
 explain the reason for all sin, even relapsing into the same sin?
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5. This week you learned about God’s remnant. They are a chosen people called by God to be His  
 holy seed. As a believer in Jesus Christ, you too have been called and chosen for a life of   
 holiness. You learned that holiness is seen in a life separated unto God. Sin separates us from   
 God and joins us with the world. How is separation unto God the answer for being separated   
 from sin? 

6. What did you learn from Ezra’s example in this lesson about responding to sin? When was the   
 last time you responded to your sin as he did? 

7. What are some ways to separate and safeguard your life against relapsing sins?  
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DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

This week’s lesson reminded us about the importance of not returning to sinful behaviors that were 
previously forgiven. Using the New King James Version of the Bible, fill in the verses below from John 
17:15–17. This is a prayer Jesus prayed for His disciples.

“I do not ________________ that You should take them________________________________,

but that You should keep them from___________________________________. 

They are not of the________________________, just as I am not of the world. 

______________________them by _________________________________. 

Your word is truth.” 

As you close in prayer, ask God to keep you pure before Him. May we not yearn for impure things or 
the things of the past which were sinful but instead yearn for God. 

Close in Prayer
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When you read the word “revival,” what comes to your mind? Do you 
picture a large arena where a captivated audience responds to the preaching of Billy Graham 
or Greg Laurie? Or is it the Great Awakening of the 1700s in America when pastors traveled 
from town to town encouraging people who had spiritually lost their way to return to God? The 
spiritual course of history was changed as people repented of their sins. Or perhaps when you 
read the word “revival,” a more personal encounter with God is evoked. Maybe you experi-
enced one with Him after you repented and then began to pursue the Lord with all your heart. 
Or perhaps revival is a longing of your heart right now. 

A revival is a spiritual reawakening that starts 
with a deep conviction of sin followed by 
repentance and obedience. As the word 
implies, a person’s life is revived in the Lord. 
It includes a resurfacing of love for God, 
pursuing holiness, a passion for reading the 
Bible, conviction of personal and corporate 
sin, a spirit of deep humility, and a desire to 

share the gospel with others. Revival can be personal, or it can sweep throughout a nation, as 
we’ll see in Ezra 10, causing the Jewish exiles to turn back to God.  

When we left Ezra last week, he was down on his knees weeping, praying, and confessing the 
sins of the Jewish people before God. Overcome with their guilt and poor choices, he knew the 
only response was repentance. Revival always begins with repentance. But Ezra’s repentance 
was not sufficient for the nation. According to the Mosaic Law, each person who sinned needed 
to acknowledge their sin before God, turn from it, and follow God’s commands. God’s word 
was clear concerning intermarriage. The pagans were an idolatrous nation, and their influence 
was detrimental to the Jewish people whom God had set apart to be holy unto Him. Ezra 10 
describes a revival in the hearts of God’s people. Hard choices would need to be made in 
obedience to God, but with obedience often comes God’s blessing, even if you can’t see it in 
the moment. 

A REVIVAL IS A SPIRITUAL

REAWAKENING THAT STARTS 

WITH A DEEP CONVICTION

OF SIN FOLLOWED BY

REPENTANCE AND OBEDIENCE. 

WEEK 9

RevivalRevival
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As you read Ezra 10, don’t lose sight of God’s heart and message when you see the Jews separate 
themselves unto God. As one of the leaders among the Jewish people declared in Ezra 10:4, “Arise, 
for this matter is your responsibility. We are also with you. Be of good courage and do it.” We, too, 
must take responsibility for our wayward hearts and our sin against God. As we return to Him in all 
areas of our lives and separate ourselves from the world, we will find our hearts revived in Him.
 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read Ezra 10

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

Overview of the Chapter

1. Who are the key people in the narrative? (You do not need to name all the people listed in the  
 genealogies.) 

2. What solution is given to the sin that arose among the people?

3. When does the text take place?
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4. How do the people respond to the suggestion Shechaniah gives? How would this solution   
 remedy their sin problem? 

5. What do the Israelites do and how does the chapter end? 

EXPERIENCE 2 

Responsibility and Repentance

Ezra 10:1–4

1. Read Ezra 10:1. Ezra is responding openly to the sins of the Jewish people. Recall from Ezra 9  
 the sin committed against God. Describe Ezra’s actions and the people’s response to Ezra.
 

2. Read Ezra 10:2–4 and answer the following questions.

 a.  Who is Shechaniah? What do you learn about Shechaniah from verses 2–4? Keep in mind he  
    was a leader in Israel. As you answer, consider Ezra 10:26 as well. How does he identify with  
    Ezra’s plea before God? 
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 b. Shechaniah makes two statements in verses 2–3. Write the statements below.

  1) 

  2) 

 c. How might Shechaniah’s words have brought comfort to Ezra? 

 d. The remedy given for the sin of the people may seem harsh. What does Shechaniah point to as  

  the basis for their actions? How should this remove doubt among the people as they carry out  

  this difficult action? (v. 3)

 e. What qualification does Shechaniah give for those who will join him? Explain what his

  qualification means in your own words (v. 3). Recall the similarity of expressions used in

  Ezra 10:3 with Ezra 9:4 (see Week 8, Experience 2, question 5). 
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 f. How do Shechaniah’s commands demonstrate genuine repentance? 

 g. Use verse 4 to explain why Shechaniah gives Ezra the responsibility of taking care of this    

  matter. How does he show support? 

3. Let’s get a little more context for Shechaniah's response to the people’s sin. Read Malachi    

 2:13–16. God uses marriage as an example to make a spiritual and physical analogy. Answer

 the following questions based on the verses from Malachi 2.

 a. Read Jeremiah 3:6–15. What is God’s heart for His people? How does He continue using the  

  marriage example to emphasize His desires for the people?  

 b. Summarize how Ezra and Shechaniah are acting in accordance with God’s heart. 
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EXPERIENCE 3 

The Word of God

Ezra 10:5–17

1. Read Ezra 10:5–6. One of the commands found in verse 3 required the Jews to make a covenant,  

 or promise, with God concerning their response to sin. What is the basis for the oath? 

 a. Go back to Ezra 7:10. How do Ezra’s actions in Ezra 10:5–7 confirm his faith and covenant

  with God? 

 b. Read 2 Chronicles 34:29–33 and compare it with Ezra 10:5–7. How do Ezra’s words follow

  the example of King Josiah who led Israel approximately 160 years prior? 

 c. According to Ezra 10:5–7, who does Ezra include in the swearing of the oath? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Hilkiah’s discovery of the ‘Book of the Law of the LORD’ began a great revival in Israel [2 Chronicles 
34:14–15]. King Josiah’s response to the book inspired him to initiate a reformation and refocus atten-
tion on Jerusalem as the center of worship (see 2 Kings 23:4–20). It was one of the nation’s greatest 
moments.” (Radmacher, Earl D., et al. NKJV Study Bible: New King James Version, p. 759)
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2. Read Ezra 10:7–8. Describe the proclamation sent out to the Jewish people. What were the   
 consequences if they did not comply? Consider what you learned in Ezra 8:28 and 9:2 when  
 you answer. 

3. Read Ezra 10:9–12. Describe the obedience observed in these verses. Compare verses 9–12   
 with Shechaniah’s commands in Ezra 10:2–3. How is each command fulfilled? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“It was the ninth month—i.e., between the end of December and the beginning of January, which 
is the coldest and most rainy season of the year in Palestine.” (Fausset, A R, et al. Jamieson, 
Fausset & Brown’s Commentary on the Whole Bible, p.345)

4. Read Ezra 10:13–17 and answer the following questions.

 a. How was the sin of the people dealt with in fairness, scrutiny, and order? 
   

 b. What was the desired outcome? 
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 c. All the people did not come together in agreement. Who opposed the separation in verse 15?  
  Meshullam was among the assembly and is named in verse 15. His response might be under- 
  stood by looking at verses 18 and 29. What did Meshullam do that might have explained his  
  opposition? 

EXPERIENCE 4 

Recognizable Action

Ezra 10:18–44

1. Read Ezra 10:18–44. This list names those who had taken pagan wives. This is the third and final  
 list of genealogies given in the book of Ezra. This list is broken into two groups of people: those  
 who were set apart to serve in the temple (priests, Levites, singers, and the gatekeepers) and   
 others from within the larger Israelite community. Why do you think Ezra listed them by name?  
 What purpose might this accomplish?

 a. To get a better understanding of how many people were involved in this sin, examine the list of  
  names in the verses and then calculate the total for each group by filling in the chart on the  
  following page. We will use this information in question 2.
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2. What was the total number who sinned within the leadership versus the total number among   
 the other members of the community? What conclusion can you draw from these totals? What  
 do you notice about the conduct of the leaders and its impact on the community? 

3. Read Ezra 10:18 and Ezra 2:2. There is one name repeated in both verses. (Remember, Ezra   
 2:2 is the first wave of exiles.) Explain who he was, what his title was, and what has occurred in  
 his family.

4. Read Ezra 10:19. What actions do the priests take to demonstrate their recognition of their sin  
 as well as their need for forgiveness?

      

Priests (v. 18–22) 

Levites (v. 23) 

Singers (v. 24) 

Gatekeepers (v. 24) 

Others (v. 25–44) 

Who? How many?
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 a. Why are these steps necessary for a revival to occur?

5. The last verse in the book of Ezra, verse 44, ends on a sad note. What more do you learn about  
 the men who are listed? Why would this make the divorce even more difficult?

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Ezra wrote nothing about what happened to these foreign women or their children. Presumably they 
returned to their pagan countries. The narrative ends abruptly at this point. The message of the book 
is complete. In order for the people to be back in fellowship with the Lord it was absolutely necessary 
for them to have proper temple worship (Ezra 1–6) and to live according to God’s Word (Ezra 
7–10).” (John Walvoord and Roy Zuck, Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament, p. 671) 

6. At the beginning of our study, we pointed out that one of the themes of Ezra centered on God’s  
 faithfulness. As we end the study, how have you seen God’s faithfulness woven throughout this   
 book? What other themes did you notice as you studied Ezra? How did these themes strengthen  
 your understanding of God and your walk with Him? 
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ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

We opened Ezra 10 with Ezra in a state of despondency over Israel’s sin and the Jewish people 
weeping alongside him. They recognized what they had done. Knowing the word of God through 
the Law of Moses, they knew that their marriages to the Canaanites were also marriages with 
pagan idolatry. As God’s chosen people, they had put their affections and hearts outside of God’s 
holiness and commands. They had forsaken God, sinned, and brought far-reaching consequences 
upon themselves. But they were not without hope. For even in their unfaithfulness, God proved to 
be faithful. A response was required of them before a revival could come. God doesn’t restore the 
broken until the broken recognize their need for God and seek the restoration only He can give.

That’s what happened in Ezra 10:2–4. There are five very clear steps that can spark a revival in our 
own lives as well as those around us. As we close out the book of Ezra, let’s apply what we’ve 
learned in this chapter to our lives. As we do, we’ll consider some New Testament parallels along-
side Ezra 10. 

• STEP 1: Acknowledge your sin against God (Ezra 10:2)
 We looked at the vital importance of repentance in our walks with God in Ezra 2, 3, and 9. Ezra  
 circled back to it in Ezra 10. The Israelites were specific in their acknowledgment of sin before  
 God. John addressed this in 1 John 1:9 when he wrote, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful  
 and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

 Are you specific with God in areas of sin or are you more general? Why is specificity important  
 when repenting? How can you apply this to your life today? 
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• STEP 2: Trust the God of hope to forgive and restore you (Ezra 10:2)
 Paul said in Romans 8:24–25, “For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope;  
 for why does one still hope for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly  
 wait for it with perseverance.” 

 How does trust in God and hope in His forgiveness strengthen and encourage you to persevere  
 against sin and to come to Him for repentance? 

• STEP 3: Set your heart on God (Ezra 10:3)
 When the exiles made a covenant with God, they set their hearts on Him and desired to obey
 Him. In their obedience, they found peace and blessing. Paul said in Colossians 3:2, “Set your  
 mind [affection] on things above, not on things on the earth.” 

 The Israelites had to make an active choice to put their affection and mind on God over their   
 desire for the Canaanites. How have you seen your mind and affections impact your walk with  
 God? As a New Testament believer, how does making a vow to God today compare with the vow  
 the Israelites made to God in Old Testament times? 



• STEP 4: Make a change (Ezra 10:3)
 This step is straightforward; when sin is revealed, a choice must be made to change behavior,  
 position, or companionships. Throughout the New Testament, we are instructed to put off the  
 old man of carnality and to put on the new man created in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 4:22–24).  
 Sin is a work of the flesh. 

 How is the old man, or the flesh, operating in your life today? What changes can you make to  
 turn from this sin and back to God? 

• STEP 5: Follow God’s Word (Ezra 10:3)
 The Jewish people knew the word of God; His desires, commandments, and boundaries. We,  
 too, must know God’s word and follow it. It safeguards us and guides our steps. Psalm 119:11  
 says, “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.” 

 How have you seen God’s word protect you? Guide you? Revive you? 

• How could Ezra 10 have ended differently if these steps had not been recognized or imple-  
 mented? How can you apply this lesson to your own obedience and walk with the Lord? 
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DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

This week’s lesson reminded us of God’s faithfulness to the unfaithful. Additionally, we learned that 
our sin must be acknowledged and confessed before God, and choices must be made to follow God’s 
word above all things. God is faithful to revive the hearts of those who seek Him in repentance. Using 
the New King James Version of the Bible, fill in the verses below from Psalm 119:36–40. 

“Incline _______________________to Your testimonies, and not to covetousness. __________ 

_______________my eyes from looking at worthless things, and ________________ me in Your 

way. Establish Your _____________ to Your servant, who is devoted to fearing You. Turn away 

my __________________which I dread, for Your _____________________are good. Behold I 

long for Your precepts; __________________ me in Your__________________________.” 

Close in Prayer
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Teaching Title

WEEK 9: REVIVAL

Teaching Videos and handouts are available for free at www.delightinginthelord.com. 
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Teaching Title

WEEK 9: REVIVAL

Teaching Videos and handouts are available for free at www.delightinginthelord.com. 
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!
The Spring Feasts 

Begin the 1st Month of Nisan (March/April)!
! ! ! !

Significance for Israel 
 

Israelites celebrate 
God’s redemption 

from Egyptian 
bondage; Passover 

lamb blood was 
applied to the 

doorposts of their 
homes so the “Angel 
of Death” would pass 
over their home. First 
of three pilgrimages 

to Jerusalem to 
celebrate feast.  

 

 
Israelites remove all 

leaven from their 
home and eat 

unleavened bread. 
Leaven is a symbol of 

sin.  
 

 
Israelites were to give 

the first bundle of 
barley harvested to 

the Lord as an 
offering 

acknowledging God’s 
provision and His 

promise of a larger 
harvest to come. It 

was a feast of 
thanksgiving to God 
as they waved the 
sheaf before the 

Lord.  
 

 
A harvest festival 

thanking God for the 
wheat harvest. The 

second of three 
pilgrimages to 
Jerusalem. The 

Jewish people made 
two loaves of bread 
from each home to 
offer the Lord along 
with a burnt offering.  

 

Prophetic Significance 
 

All will have 
redemption from the 

bondage of sin by 
Jesus’ death on the 
cross through faith. 

  
1 Peter 1:18-19 
Ephesians 1:7 

 

 
Those who put their 

faith in Jesus are 
cleansed from sin 

and given new life in 
Christ.  

 
1 Corinthians  

5:7-8 
Romans 6:4-6 

 

 
Jesus rose from the 
dead on this holiday. 
Jesus is the firstfruit 
of a greater harvest 
of resurrected life 
coming from God 

through Jesus. Those 
who believe have the 
promise of eternal 

life.  
 

1 Corinthians  
15:20 & 22 

 
After Jesus ascended 
to heaven the Holy 

Spirit was poured out 
on the church on the 
day of Pentecost. The 
church was born and 

made of Jews and 
Gentiles who are one 

in Christ Jesus. 
  

Acts 2:1-47  
 

Fulfillment 
"#$%&'&(&)*!)'!+,-$-!!

!
.$#&/0!)'!+,-$-!!

!
+,-$-1!#,-$##,%2&)*!!

!
")3&*4!)'!25,!6)07!
89&#&2!/*:!;&#25!)'!25,!

%5$#%5!!

!

1st Month 14th day 
Pilgrimage to Jerusalem 

Leviticus 23:4-5 

1st Month 15th day 
celebrated 7 days 
Leviticus 23:6-8  

 

50 days after 
Passover Sabbath.  
Leviticus 23:15-22 

1st Month 
Day after the Sabbath 

Leviticus 23:9-14 

JEWISH FEASTS CHART
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The Fall Feasts 
Begin the 7th month of Tishrei (September/October)!

! ! ! !

Significance for Israel 
 

God called the 
congregation of Israel 

together by the blowing of 
trumpets preparing for the 
Day of Atonement. It was 
to be a solemn gathering 

and a time of rest.  
 

 
The most solemn day of 

the Jewish year for 
repentance and 

forgiveness under the 
Law. Israelites travelled to 

Jerusalem. The high 
priest entered the Holy of 
Holies after ceremonial 
cleansing and sacrifices 
to ask God to forgive his 

sin and those of the 
people.  

 

 
Jewish ingathering in 
Jerusalem. Israelites 

built booth-like houses 
and lived in them 

during this feast as a 
reminder of the 

temporary dwellings of 
their ancestors during 

the wilderness 
wanderings.  

 

Prophetic Significance 
 

Those who are saved by 
faith in Christ Jesus do not 
fear judgment, draw near 
to God, and wait for His 

return.  
 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 
 

The regathering of Israel in 
Jerusalem in preparation 

for the final Day of 
Atonement.  

 

Jeremiah 32:37-41 
 

 
Through Jesus’ blood 

atonement, the veil of the 
temple was torn in two 

signifying direct access to 
God the Father through 
Jesus, the Great High 
Priest. Our sins are 

forgiven.  
 

Hebrews 9:28 
Hebrews 4:14-16 

 

Israel will repent and look 
to Messiah in one day 

 

Zechariah 3:9-10, 12:10, 
13:1 

 
“And I heard a loud 
voice from heaven 
saying, ‘Behold the 
tabernacle of God is 

with men, and He will 
dwell with them, and 
they shall be no more 
death, nor sorrow, nor 
crying. There shall be 
no more pain, for the 
former things have 

passed away.’”  
 

Revelation 21:3-4  
 

Fulfillment to Come 
 

The Rapture of 
believers/the church and 

return of Christ? 

 
Israel turns to her 

Messiah. 
 

 
God will dwell with His 

people on earth.  

!

7th Month 1st day  
It is a Sabbath 

Leviticus 23:23-25 
 

7th Month 10th day  
It is a Sabbath.  

Leviticus 23:26-32;  
16:30 

 
 

Leviticus 23:23-25 
 

7th Month 15th day;  
lasts 7 days 

Starts and ends on a 
Sabbath.  

Leviticus 23:33-44 
 
 

Leviticus 23:23-25 
 

Ti
m

e 
G

ap
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OTHER DELIGHTING IN THE LORD STUDIES

Know Him: Light, Love, Truth
A Study on the Books of 1,2,3 John (Amazon)
9-Week Study

We live in a world characterized by false information.The truth about Jesus 
Christ, salvation in Him, and eternity with Him has become clouded with 
misunderstanding. The study of 1,2,3 John will clearly explain, through 
John’s firsthand experience, who Jesus Christ is and the importance of 
knowing Him who is light, love and truth.

A Proven, Active, Faithful Walk
A Study on the Book of James (Amazon) 
9-Week Study

What does your life say about your faith in Jesus? That is the question James 
will drive home. In five short-but-mighty chapters, James will speak to each 
of us about how our lives prove our faith. Leaving few areas of our lives 
unexamined, James stresses a true saving faith will reveal itself in a proven, 
active, faithful walk with Christ. 

Delighting In Christ: Rooted, Built Up, and Established
A Study on the Book of Colossians (Amazon) 
9-Week Study

This study addresses Christ’s preeminence over all areas of the believer’s 
life. Paul warns the church at Colossae to beware of false teachings by 
reinforcing the truth of Jesus Christ. The study encourages those who follow 
Jesus to be rooted, built up, and established in Him.
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OTHER DELIGHTING IN THE LORD STUDIES

Delighting in the King of Kings: Matthew Volume 1: Chapters 1–9 
(Amazon) 9 Weeks
Delighting in the King of Kings: Matthew Volume 2: Chapters 10–20
(Amazon) 11 Weeks
Delighting in the King of Kings: Matthew Volume 3: Chapters 21–28
(Amazon) 8 Weeks
28-Week Study Total 

Study the life of the King of Kings, Jesus Christ, from His birth to His   
ascension from the perspective of the gospel writer Matthew. This series is   
written as a three-volume set but can be studied individually.

Delighting in God’s Wisdom: Proverbs (Amazon)
13-Week Study

Gain wisdom from the book of Proverbs while learning from examples of 
women in the Bible. King Solomon is the primary writer of this book and 
sets forth insights on how to solve many of life’s challenges. 

Delighting in a Life of Triumph: 
A Study on the Life of Joseph from Genesis 37–50
(Amazon) 9-Week Study

Examine what triumphant living can look like, even when faced with   
challenging family relationships, being wrongly accused, and forgotten by   
those who should have loved you. The life of Joseph is a powerful    
testimony about how to live victoriously amidst life’s difficult circumstances.
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Delighting in a Life Lived for God: A Study on the Book of 1 Peter 
(Amazon)
10-Week Study

Study the encouragement given by the disciple Peter on how to live a 
perfected, established, strengthened, and settled life in the Lord while in the 
midst of difficulty, trials, and persecution. 

Delighting in Being a Woman of God: Esther
(Revised edition coming soon)
8-Week Study

See how God impacted the entire Jewish nation through the life of one 
God-ordained woman named Esther. This study reminds us that God can 
use anyone who is obedient to His call to impact their generation.

Additional verse-by-verse studies can be found at www.delightinginthelord.com. These studies were 
used in the women’s ministry at Calvary Chapel Chester Springs. Any study can be downloaded for 
free from the Delighting in the Lord ministry website. Each study has video teachings that accom-
pany the weekly lessons.  

The studies are:

Delighting in the Holy Spirit: Acts
26-Week Study 

Delighting in God’s Heart: The Life of David through 1 & 2 Samuel and the Psalms
24-Week Study 

Delighting in the Redeemer: A Love Story from the book of Ruth
4-Week Study 

Delighting in God’s Will and His Provision: Jonah & Nahum
7-Week Study 

Delighting in God, His Righteousness, and Perfect Plan: Romans
17-Week Study 

For additional information about the ministry, please go to:

www.delightinginthelord.com   •   www.cc-chestersprings.com/resources/ditl-series

For weekly encouragement, follow Delighting in the Lord on Facebook
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