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Have you ever had to wait on the Lord to move in your life? Waiting expectantly for an opportunity 
to serve Him with the spiritual gifts He’s given you for kingdom-building work? You feel so ready. 
Enthusiasm and excitement are building deep within your heart. God seemingly makes the direc-
tion clear. No sooner do you take one step out of your comfort zone into an area that feels a bit 
foreign than wham, the enemy strikes! You’re dumbstruck. You think to yourself, what just 
happened? 

You were seeking God, drawing near to Him, and He 
stirred your heart for more of Him. You wanted to serve 
Him however He desired. Your spiritual high turned 
quickly to a spiritual low. Discouragement set in. Confu-
sion replaces clarity. The enemy begins to whisper, 
“Who do you think you are? You aren’t qualified to 
serve God. Look at your past. You don’t have anything to offer God. You can’t possibly do that.” 
His whispers are unrelenting as supposed friends echo the same doubts. Obstacles are everywhere. 
The whispers are ruthless. Forward movement for God stops and now mediocrity sets in. 

No tactic of Satan can overpower God’s sovereign plan for you and all mankind.
Work may stop for a season, but God’s will always prevails. 

The Jewish exiles in Ezra 4 were collectively rebuilding the temple of God in Jerusalem. They had 
been hard at work; unified, purposeful, and dedicated to God. Resistance presented itself in many 
forms from the people in neighboring cities and within Jerusalem itself. Samaritans and Jews from 
the northern tribes troubled the Jewish exiles, invoking fear and discouragement. For approximately 
two years, the resistance was unending, but the work continued. 

SATAN SEEKS TO THWART 

GOD’S PLANS, IMMOBILIZE 

HIS PEOPLE, AND BRING US 

TO A PLACE OF COMPROMISE.
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The enemy of our souls always wants to interrupt, disrupt, and stop God’s 
kingdom-building work. Satan seeks to thwart God’s plans, immobilize His people, 
and bring us to a place of compromise. He’s good at it. His tactics haven’t changed 
since he whispered doubt into Eve’s ear back in the Garden of Eden.
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God wasn’t just concerned with rebuilding His temple. He would rebuild the whole city of Jerusalem 
through Nehemiah. As Ezra tells us of the conflict during the temple rebuilding process, he adds in the 
conflict that ensued throughout the entire building time period which lasted over 80 years. As you 
study through this chapter, you’ll see verses 6–23 cover this time frame and show us Satan doesn’t tire. 
He was and always will be resistant to God and His plan for mankind. Yet, God prevailed along with 
His people despite the spiritual warfare. The work stopped for a time, but God’s temple, along with His 
city, eventually was completed. 

There are many lessons for us in Ezra 4. The adversary’s tactics employed in these verses sweep 
through time. You find them operating today in the midst of God’s people as they seek to serve God. 
Maybe you are dealing with resistance, discouragement, accusations, and the enemy’s forceful tactics 
right now. Don’t succumb to his lies. As Paul said in Ephesians 6:10, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in 
the Lord and in the power of His might.” Don’t compromise your spiritual walk with God. Arm yourself 
in His power. Resist the devil. Stay the course He’s laid out for you. Do the work. We are praying for 
you. Be encouraged as you see how God accomplished His work despite the adversary’s constant 
resistance among the Jewish exiles. 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read Ezra 4

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

Overview of the Chapter  

1. Who are the main people mentioned in Ezra 4? Give broad categories, not specific names.
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2. What are the time references given in these verses? There is a time gap you may notice in  
 verse 24. Don’t try to figure it out. We’ll dig into this deeper in the lesson.

 Verse 5: 

 Verse 6:   

 Verse 7:  

 Verse 24:  

 a. The following chart details the reigns of the kings mentioned in the above verses. Using  
  the chart, how many years spanned the reigns of Cyrus and Darius 1 and what work was  
  accomplished during that time while adversaries tried to oppose the work?

King/Reign Year/Event Scripture Reference

559–530 BC 536 BC Temple restoration begins Ezra 4:1–5
Cyrus 534 BC Temple restoration ceases

530–522 BC Nothing recorded scripturally No reference
Cambyses

  

522–521 BC Nothing recorded scripturally No reference
Smerdis
  
521–486 BC 521–520 BC Temple restoration  Ezra 4:5, 24 
Darius 1 resumes   
  515 BC Temple completed 

485–465 BC No temple restoration  Ezra 4:6
Xerxes (Ahasuerus) completed during his reign Esther   

464–424/423 BC 445 BC Jerusalem’s city walls built  Ezra 4:7–23
Artaxerxes 1 (Artashasta)  and completed (52 Days) Nehemiah 



3. What is happening as the Jews are trying to complete God’s work? 

4. How is God’s work affected? 

EXPERIENCE 2

The Adversary’s Tactics of Compromise and Discouragement

Ezra 4:1–5

Tactic 1: Compromise

1. Read Ezra 4:1–2. The adversaries of Judah and Benjamin (referenced in Ezra 3:3) are the   
 Samaritans. Samaritans are half Jewish and half pagan. When the northern tribes were taken  
 captive by Assyria, they intermarried with the people of the land who were not Jewish. What do  
 the adversaries want to do with Zerubbabel? What is their rationale?  

 a.  Let’s learn about these people. Read 2 Kings 17:24–34. What do you learn from these   
   verses about the religious practices of the people in Samaria?

 b.  Read Dueteronomy 7:1–4. What was God’s command to the Jews about intermarriage and  
   why?

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“A very interesting explanation of this passage has been recently obtained from the Assyrian sculp-
tures. On a large cylinder, deposited in the British Museum, there is inscribed a long and perfect copy 
of the annals of Esarhaddon, in which the details are given of a large deportation of Israelites from 
Palestine, and a consequent settlement of Babylonian colonists in their place. It is a striking confirma-
tion of the statement made in this passage. Those Assyrian settlers intermarried with the remnant of 
Israelite women, and their descendants, a mongrel race, went under the name of Samaritans. Though 
originally idolaters, they were instructed in the knowledge of God.” (Jamieson, Fausset & Brown’s 
Commentary on the Whole Bible, p. 340)
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2. One way the enemy of God tries to hinder the work of God in Ezra 4:3 is by tempting the  
 Jews to compromise God’s commands. Define the word compromise in your own words.  

 a.  How were the adversaries employing this tactic with the exiles who had returned and how  
   did Zerubbabel and Jesuhua’s response demonstrate their wisdom?

 b.  Why might this tactic have been enticing and easy to succumb to?

 c.  In your opinion, why would adversaries of the Lord try to use this particular tactic with  
   God’s people? How might their partnership have long-lasting consequences? 

Tactic 2: Discouragement

3. Read Ezra 4:4–5. How did the adversaries try to discourage the Jews? 
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4. Go back to Ezra 3:3. What emotion were the Jewish people already dealing with? How would  
 this have fueled the enemy's ploy?   

 
5. From the chart in Experience 1, consider the time that elapsed in the rebuilding effort and the  
 enemy’s tactics to hinder their obedience to God. How were the enemy’s tactics successful for  
 a time? How could the Jewish people have overcome this powerful tool of the enemy?

EXPERIENCE 3

The Adversary’s Tactic of Accusations

Ezra 4:6–22

Tactic 3: Accusation

1. Ezra 4:6–23 is considered by many commentators to have happened outside of the chronological  
 order of verses 1–5 and 24. Read Ezra 4:6–7. What signals the time change? Refer to the chart in  
 Experience 1 for specific dates if needed. 

 a.  There is another clue that verses 6–23 refer to a different time period in Jewish history.

  • Look at verses 1, 3, and 24. What work is being done in these verses? 

  • Look at verses 12, 13, 16, and 21. What work is being referred to in these verses?
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2. Read Ezra 4:6–16. If you recall, in Week 1 under the Structure heading we explained that the   
 book of Ezra includes seven letters. Ezra 4:11–16 is the second of these. The adversaries of the  
 Jewish people are writing to Ahasuerus and then later to Artaxerxes, King of Persia. What were
 the accusations against the Jewish people in verses 12–15? 

 a. In Ezra 4:13 and 16 the adversaries are trying to influence the king to stop the rebuilding   
  projects in Jerusalem. What fleshly desires do they target in trying to get the work to stop? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Their attack by letter was a skillful combination of truth and lies. It was true that Jerusalem had a 
sinful past; yet with these returned exiles, it truly was the past and not the present. However, that truth 
was completely irrelevant because of the great lie—the lie that Jews and the builders of Jerusalem had 
a rebellious intent.” (David Guzik, www.blueletterbible.org)

3. Define the word accusation. What is often the desired outcome of someone who makes an
 accusation against another person? 
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4. Accusations can often have threads of truth interwoven with lies, therefore making them
 believable. Look up the verses below and connect the adversary’s accusations with the Jewish truth.  

 2 Kings 15:13–16   Paying taxes/tribute

 2 Kings 16:2–4   Evil practices

 2 Kings 23:35   Rebellion

 2 Kings 24:1   Sedition/conspiracy

5. Consider what you have learned about the Jewish exiles and how God has worked in their lives so  
 far in Ezra 1–3. What do you think enabled the Jews to stand strong against the sins of their past  
 and not be defeated by these accusations? 

6. Read Ezra 4:17–22. This is the third letter of Ezra and contains King Artaxerxes’ response to the  
 accusations against the Jews. How were the adversary’s accusations successful? 

EXPERIENCE 4

The Adversary’s Force and Interference

Ezra 4:23–24

Tactic 4: Force and Interference

1. Read Ezra 4:23–24. Even though these verses cover two different time periods of the Jewish
 rebuilding campaign, the adversary achieved its goal with both building projects. Describe how they  
 overpowered the Jews.
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2. Consider why Ezra may have included verses 6–23 in his retelling of the rebuilding events.   
 What is Ezra trying to communicate to his readers about opposition to the work of God? 

Modern Day Tactics of the Adversary

3. In Ezra 4 we studied the ways adversaries came against the Jewish people as they were
 obediently doing God’s work. Read 1 Peter 5:8–9. Who is our adversary and what does he seek  
 to accomplish? 

4. We looked at four tactics of the adversary in Ezra 4. Look up the following verses about the   
 adversary to the gospel. Connect him with his tactics. 

 Revelation 12:10   Kill and destroy 

 Matthew 26:40–41   Accuser

 Matthew 16:21–23   Weakness of the flesh

 John 10:10    Mindful of the things of men

5. Read Ephesians 5:10–13. How do these verses arm us against our enemy today and reinforce   
 what you learned in Ezra 4? 
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ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

The Jewish returnees began the rebuilding efforts of Jerusalem after it fell to the Babylonians, but it 
didn’t take long for opposition to rise up against them. Can you picture in your mind this scene for a 
moment? The former exiles are repositioning rocks for the temple’s foundation when all of the 
sudden a local Samaritan taps the foreman on the shoulder, clears his throat, and says, “Excuse me, 
may I speak with you for a moment?” With one question, the adversary began to disrupt the work of 
the Lord.

Whenever we offer to serve God, we should expect adversity, obstacles, and hardships. If we do not, 
we may be taken off guard when the inevitable struggles ensue. This may sound pessimistic, but the 
Bible tells us to expect it. We read in 1 Peter 4:12, “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the 
fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you.” We should anticipate 
and be equipped for adversity to arise. Jesus demonstrated how we can handle the enemy’s tactics.  
 
In Matthew 4:1–11 Jesus was about to begin His earthly ministry for God when the adversary, Satan, 
came to tempt Him. Interestingly, like the text from Ezra in this week’s homework, the opposition 
came through offers of compromise, discouragement, and accusations. The enemy wanted Jesus to 
compromise His obedience to God, tried to discourage Him from following God’s plan, and accused 
Him of not being the Son of God. But, if you are familiar with the story, remember Jesus overpowered 
Satan in the end, forcing Him to flee His presence (v.10).
 
Like Jesus, we must not compromise in the face of adversity, grow weary in doing good, or believe 
lying accusations. Remember, although we may be overpowered for a time, God is never outpowered!   
 

1. Describe a time of opposition you may have encountered when you have obeyed God by allowing  
 Him to use your life. 
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2. Use the example from question 1 to describe how you handled any adversarial encounters. Did  
 you have to fight against compromise, discouragement, or false accusations? If so, please   
 explain.
 

3. Based on the experience you described above, give some Biblical advice you would share that   
 might help others be prepared for an adversarial attack when serving the Lord.
 

4. Have you ever experienced or witnessed a work of the Lord interrupted but then watched God   
 overpower the enemy to resume the work which had begun? If so, describe. Was there a tangible  
 benefit to the delay? If so, explain.
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DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD: RESISTING THE ADVERSARY

This week’s lesson focused on resisting an adversary. This is not an easy thing to do; however, we can 
be encouraged that God is fighting with us against the enemy. Using the New King James Version of 
the Bible, fill in the verses below from Deuteronomy 20:3–4. End this lesson by delighting in God’s 
power, protection, and presence in the face of adversity. 

“And he shall say to them,‘____________________________: Today you are on the verge of 

____________________with your _______________________. Do not let your heart faint, do

not be ___________________, and do not tremble or be _____________________because of 

them; for the LORD ______________________is He who goes with you, to _________________

for you against your enemies, to save______________.’”

Close in Prayer
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