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Have you ever had something planned and looked forward to it with excitement? Maybe you 
planned a trip or a wedding, were expecting a baby, or friends were gathering together at your 
home. Sometimes the things that lie ahead of us are in the form of assignments, volunteer oppor-
tunities to serve the Lord, or even in the everyday aspects of life. You don’t want to be unprepared 
so you do everything you can to be ready. 

Then the day came. He sensed God’s hand upon 
him. He asked the king if he could go to Jerusalem 
and bring with him whoever wanted to go. Permis-
sion was granted. Provisions were abundantly 
given. Additionally, traveling under the king’s 
authority offered Ezra protection as he made the 
long journey. So much of his life prepared him for 
this moment, but Ezra hadn’t neglected his responsibility before God either. Ezra knew if he 
diligently studied God’s word today it would prepare him to trust God’s plan for tomorrow. As Ezra 
prepared his heart, God was faithful and took care of all the other details. Ezra was ready to go. 
He was ready to be used by God among the Jewish people in Jerusalem because he had obeyed 
God’s leading. 

BEFORE PREPARING ANY

RESOURCES OR EVEN MAKING 

PLANS, HE PREPARED HIMSELF

IN THE THINGS OF GOD.
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Preparation is necessary for so many of life’s events, whether 
big or small. Ezra knew this firsthand. Having grown up in Babylon as a Jew, his 
heart longed for His homeland. Even though he had never been to Jerusalem, and it 
seemed far off, Ezra heard of the other exiles who had traveled back years before. Ezra 
came from a long line of priests. Without a Jewish temple in Babylon, he was only able 
to read the Law of Moses but not execute the holy office of God's service. How easily he 
could have lost heart thinking God would never use him in this area. Even though Ezra 
was unable to perform his priestly duties, he served faithfully as a scribe of the law and 
studied the law diligently. In learning the law, he learned about God. His love for God 
grew along with his faith. He longed to share all he knew with those who had gone 
back to Jerusalem, but he had to patiently wait for that time to come. Before preparing 
any resources or even making plans, he prepared himself in the things of God.  
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Ezra 7 marks a shift in the book of Ezra. What became of Zerubbabel, who led the first 
group of Jews back to Jerusalem, is not known. The Jewish people who had previously returned were 
heading into a moral and spiritual decline. God saw this. Was Ezra the one He chose to bring His 
people back to Him yet again? You can decide that for yourself. But Ezra, under God’s authority, 
leads the second group of Jews back to Jerusalem. Like Zerubbabel, he had a mission. God prepared 
Ezra’s heart, and in turn, Ezra sought and trusted God, and went where God sent him by faith. As 
you will see in Ezra 7, God’s hand was upon Ezra. His hand is also on you. There is so much we can 
learn from Ezra’s example. No matter where God wants to take you tomorrow, prepare yourself today 
through His word. 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read Ezra 7

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

Overview of the Chapter

1. Who are the main people mentioned in this chapter? No need to list the genealogy found in   
 Ezra 7:2. From what you learned in Week 1, remember who these people represent and the   
 clue to Ezra’s lineage. Go back to Week 1 if you need a refresher. 

2. What does Ezra desire to do? 

3. How does his desire get fulfilled? 



4. When do these events occur? What time references are given in the verses that help you

 understand when these events take place? 

EXPERIENCE 2

God’s Preparation 

Ezra 7:1–10

1. Read Ezra 7:1. Take notice of how verse 1 begins. It says, “Now after these things.” It raises the  

 question, “What things?” The events in Ezra 7 happened almost 60 years after the events of   

 Ezra 6. Go to the timeline in Week 1. What year did the events of Ezra 7 take place? What    

 major event in Jewish history happened in the 60 years between Ezra 6 and 7? 

 a. Look again at Ezra 7:1. Who is the reigning king? Look at the table of the kings from Week 4.  

  When did this king reign? Keep in mind that this king is the son of the previous king, Xerxes,  

  also known as Ahasuerus.

2. To better understand what is happening in Ezra 7, let’s look at the events that happened during  

 the 60-year gap. Turn to the book of Esther and read Esther 1:1. Who was the king at the time

 of the events of Esther? 

 a. Read Esther 2:5–9 and 15–18. What do you learn about Esther? 
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  b.   Knowing that the two kings are related and who Esther married, how could Esther possibly

    be related to the king in Ezra 7:1? Put a star next to this question. We’ll come back to the

    connection.

 

We’ll summarize the main events of Esther so you can understand its impact on the events of Ezra 7. 

The king did not know Esther was a Jew. Haman, a high government official, required all the king’s 

servants to bow to him. Mordecai refused. Once Haman learned Mordecai was a Jew, he plotted to 

destroy all the Jewish people. However, Haman was missing an important piece of information: Queen 

Esther was also a Jew. This set off a firestorm of events that resulted in Esther risking her life by going 

before the king on behalf of the whole Jewish nation. Mordecai said to Esther “For such a time as this” 

that God may be using your position to save the Jewish people. That is what happened. But Haman 

had already deceitfully put a decree in place to kill the Jews. That decree had to be subverted or else 

the Jews would die. 

3. Let’s pick back up in the book of Esther. Read Esther 8:7–9 and 11–14. How did the king empower  

 and protect the Jewish people? 

4. Read Esther 9:1–5. Describe what happened when the government officials revolted against the  

 Jews.

5. The king promoted Mordecai after the conflict. Read Esther 10:1–3. How did Mordecai’s advance- 

 ment help the Jews?   
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6. Now let’s get to the events of Ezra 7. Read Ezra 7:1–9 and answer the following questions: 

 a. In Week 1 you looked at Ezra’s lineage and learned he was part of the priestly line of Aaron  
  (Ezra 7:1–5). Based on Ezra 7:6, Ezra was living in Babylon. Since he couldn’t perform his  
  priestly duties, what was he doing instead in obedience to God?

 b. Ezra asks the king if he can go to Jerusalem with a group of Jews in verses 6–9. How was   
  this journey initiated differently than the first journey with Zerubbabel and Jeshua? (Refer   
  back to Ezra 1 if needed.) 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“With Ezra a company of people went up to Jerusalem, 1,496 in all. They left on the first day of the 
first month and arrived on the first day of the fifth month, corresponding to the end of July or begin-
ning of August. The distance they traveled by way of Carchemish was over 800 miles.”
(A.C. Gaebelein, Gaebelein’s Annotated Bible (Ezra 7), www.studylight.org)

 c. How do you see God’s favor on Ezra? What phrase in verse 6 stands out to you about God’s  
  favor? This phrase is repeated in Ezra 7:9 and 7:28. Be sure to look at all three verses when  
  you consider your answer.  

7. Not only do we find the reason for Ezra’s journey to Jerusalem in Ezra 7:10 but the secret to his  
 godliness and devotion is also revealed. Explain. 
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8. Use Ezra 7:1–10 to make a list of adjectives to describe Ezra. 

9. Now let’s go back to the question you starred (2b of this section). With all that you learned from  
 Esther, how might the events during Esther’s life, as well as her relationship with the king, have  
 influenced how the king in Ezra 1 felt toward the Jews? 

 a. How might Esther have been an example to Ezra as God was preparing him to revive the   
  Jews? 

EXPERIENCE 3

God’s Provision and Protection

Ezra 7:11–28

1. Read Ezra 7:11–12. The seventh and final letter begins here. Ezra is described in verse 11 as,  
 “Ezra the priest, the scribe, expert in the words of the commandments of the LORD, and of His  
 statutes to Israel.” What would an expert like Ezra know and how would it be demonstrated in his  
 life?
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2. Read Ezra 7:13–14. Why might this portion of the letter be useful for Ezra while traveling and   
 after arriving in Jerusalem?

 
3. Read Ezra 7:15–16. Two different groups of people gave a financial contribution to Ezra to   
 bring back to Jerusalem. List them below.

 •  Group 1

 •  Group 2

 

4. Read Numbers 18:21–24. Who benefitted from the collected tithes? Describe any similarities you  
 see between the freewill offerings collected in Ezra 7:15–16 and the tithes collected in Numbers  
 18:21–24.

5. Read Ezra 7:17. Artaxerxes gives specific instructions on how he wants some of the money spent.  
 Describe his request. 
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6. Read Ezra 7:18–22. The king gives his full financial support to the work of God through Ezra.  
 What phrases do you see in these verses that show the king’s confidence in Ezra? 

 a. What more does he provide in verse 22? 

7. Read Ezra 7:23. What is Artaxerxes’ motivation for giving this abundance to Ezra?

  
 a. Consider what you already studied about the interactions with the Jewish people in the book  
  of Esther. Do you think this may have impacted his benevolence? Why or why not?

8. Read Ezra 7:24. Artaxerxes made an interesting decree. How do you see God’s provision for the  
 Jewish people enacted through the king's edict?
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9. Read Ezra 7:25–26. What power is bestowed upon Ezra? 

 a. How does this demonstrate God’s protection for the Jewish people?

10. Ezra praises God in Ezra 7:27–28 for all He has done. How does Ezra’s response show the   
 depth of his faith in God? 

11. There is a saying that goes like this, “What God calls us to do, He will equip us to do.” How   
 does this saying ring true in Ezra 7?

ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

One of the themes from Ezra chapter 7 is the idea of being prepared and ready for God’s work. 
Ezra’s life was an example of that kind of readiness. Throughout the New Testament, we also see 
people who emulate similar attributes to Ezra. The apostle Paul and Timothy are two who come to 
mind.

After Paul’s conversion, he became a faithful, sold-out man of God who shared the gospel with 
those he encountered. During Paul’s second missionary journey, he became close friends with a 
younger man named Timothy. They formed a brother-like bond. Paul served as Timothy’s mentor, 
and Timothy served as a liaison and assistant to Paul. At the end of Paul’s life, he was concerned 
he might not see Timothy again before he died. So, Paul penned him two letters of encouragement 
and words of wisdom. In the second letter, Paul wrote this exhortation to his young mentee, “Be 
diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15). Paul’s desire for Timothy was that he would be 
prepared for whatever God called him to do, and the best way to do that was to diligently study 
God’s word. If Timothy would do this, he would show himself ready for God to use him mightily.
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Both Ezra and Timothy devoted themselves to studying the word of God and then putting their 
knowledge into practice. Ezra demonstrated that in the text for this homework. He took the initiative 
to be an unashamed worker who steadfastly studied, taught, and transcribed scripture. Then, when 
God called him to go to Jerusalem, his efforts were rewarded through God’s blessing of provision 
and protection.  

These mighty men of God model a pattern we can follow in our own preparation to be God’s 
prepared servant. Let’s consider their example as we answer the following questions.  

1. Although Ezra was in a more public spotlight for God later in his life, initially his preparation was  
 likely done before God alone. We can tend to think that our service for God is defined by what we  
 do in the public eye (like volunteering with a Christian ministry or church). However, consider the  
 fact that all of our life is our ministry for God. Do you approach life this way? Why or why not? 

 

2. How does diligently studying God’s word prepare you for what God would have you do today as  
 well as how God may use you in the days to come? 

 

 a. The training often requires hard work. How are you approaching the training each day?
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3. How have you seen God prepare you for His service before you were even actively engaged in the  
 work? For example, is there a skill or ability you developed earlier in life that you now use for   
 God’s purposes?

4. As you minister, publicly or privately, how can each day’s work be done with the mindset that you  
 have an audience of One?

5. Finally, describe a time when you saw “the hand of God” upon your work for Him. Describe the  
 protection and provision that confirmed you were fulfilling what He was asking you to do. Did you  
 find it comforting, surprising, and/or encouraging?
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DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

The following verse is a reminder that we, like Ezra, need to be prepared by studying God’s word so 
we can be ready for God’s service. The time of training and preparation can seem long, yet it is vital 
for our readiness. Fill in this verse from 2 Timothy 2:15 from the New King James Version. Delight in 
the fact that God, who is your audience of One, sees you and will use your preparation in His word 
for His glory.

“Be diligent to present _______________________ approved to God, 

a _____________________ who does not need to be _____________________, 

rightly dividing the __________________________________.” 

Close in Prayer
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