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Have you ever met or encountered a famous person? Perhaps it was an athlete, a celebrity, or a 
political leader. Do you remember how you felt? Maybe you had feelings of reverential awe 
because you felt like you were in the presence of someone great. Or maybe you experienced 
reverential awe over an object like a famous painting, a one-of-a-kind artifact, or a family 
heirloom. When you encountered the object, a feeling of reverence washed over you because
you understood its value and what it represented.

As we open chapter 8 of Ezra, we find the next wave 
of exiles gathering to travel back to their homeland, 
Jerusalem. Before they depart there are some tasks 
they need to complete. One of these tasks is recording 
the names of those who are leaving; another is 
accounting for and distributing the sacred objects and 
offerings for God that will be used in the temple. He 
was a man who feared God above all else. So, Ezra and the exiles humble themselves before God 
and ask for His divine protection for the journey. There are not many details about the trip itself, 
but the chapter closes with the Jewish caravan arriving safely in Jerusalem. The people who have 
returned offer sacrifices to God, worship, and praise God in the temple.

This is a beautiful account of how this group purposed in their hearts to put God first in all things 
and then lived it out through their actions. 

In your study time, consider once again Ezra’s example. Take notice of how he was a leader who 
demonstrated what it looked like to have a healthy respect and devotion for God. Each step of the 
way he put God in His rightful and honored position. Find ways you can put into action reverence 
and honor in your own life because you too are in awe of the Lord God Almighty. 

 

WEEK 7

Reverence for GodReverence for God

EZRA WAS A LEADER WHO 

DEMONSTRATED WHAT IT 

LOOKED LIKE TO HAVE A 

HEALTHY RESPECT AND

DEVOTION FOR GOD.

Ezra was a man who was accustomed to being around influential people, including 
the king. Interestingly, Ezra doesn’t talk about brushing shoulders with the rich and 
famous of Persia; he talks about pleasing God alone. He had reverential respect for 
God which caused him to live out externally what he believed internally. God’s 
awesome power, majesty, and greatness had captured his heart, and his leadership 
decisions reflect his convictions. In turn, he lived a holy life fueled by his love for 
God and devotion to Him. 
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RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read Ezra 8

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

Overview of the Chapter  

1. Who is Ezra addressing in Ezra 8? Don’t write every name as some will be examined more  
 closely throughout the lesson. Just observe the general groups of people Ezra addresses.  
 Who did Ezra notice was missing?

2. Where are the events of Ezra 8 taking place? 

 

 
 a. Circle the Euphrates River on the map below and follow it to Babylon. Put a star just  
  outside Babylon. 

(Harper, T. After the Captivity…The Return of the Exiles, www.slideserve.com)

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

Ahava is mentioned in verses 15 and 21 as both a river and a place. No one knows for sure where 
it is located today. It is believed to be a canal that flowed from the Euphrates River to a nearby 
town once called Ahava, which was an eight days’ journey from Babylon. 
(www.biblehub.com/commentaries/)
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3. What is Ezra preparing to do? 

4. When are these events happening? What time references are given? 

5. What phrase is repeated in verses 18, 22, and 31 as it was in Ezra 7? 

EXPERIENCE 2

Reverential Lineage

Ezra 8:1–20

1. You may recall in Ezra 2 there was an extensive genealogical list of the Babylonian exiles who    
 were returning to Jerusalem. In that section of homework, we pointed out family record-     
 keeping was so important to the Jews because they needed it to recognize the arrival of      
 their Messiah who would ultimately save them. Read Ezra 8:1–14. This chapter begins with     
 another genealogical list that is of equal value to them. Following is a chart of the families who   
 returned with Ezra. Next to each list of family names fill in the number of men who returned to   
 Jerusalem. (We will use this data  later in this Experience.)
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List of Family Names     Number of Men

Phinehas, Gershom, Ithamar, Daniel, David,
Hattush, Shecaniah, Parosh, Zechariah

 
Pahath-Moab, Eliehoenai, Zerahiah 

Shechaniah, Ben-Jahaziel
 
Adin, Ebed, Jonathan 
 
Elam, Jeshaiah, Athaliah
 
Shephatiah, Zebadiah, Michael
 
Joab, Obadiah, Jehiel 

Shelomith, Ben-Josiphiah
 
Bebai, Zechariah
 
Azgad, Johanan, Hakkatan
 
Adonikam, Eliphelet, Jeiel, Shemaiah
 
Bigvai, Uthai, Zabbud 

     Total number of men: 

2. Read Ezra 8:15–17. It is possible that the reason the people camped by the Ahava River was to   

 get organized before leaving on their journey, but it was during this time Ezra makes an important  

 discovery. What is it and what does this say about Ezra’s spiritual priorities for the people?
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 a. Describe the men Ezra asked to help him with his concern in verse 16. What does this tell you  
  about what Ezra values in the people he chooses to assist him?

 b. Describe the command Ezra gives in verse 17. What does this tell you about the authority   
  Ezra holds in the Babylonian community?

3. Read Ezra 8:18–20. The phrase “the good hand of our God” has been used many times in the  
 book of Ezra. We see it here again in Ezra 8:18. What does he mean by this statement and what  
 has God done that will be vital to the work Ezra will do when he returns to Jerusalem? 

4. Many men are named in verses 18–20 who will assist Ezra when they return to Jerusalem. Fill in  
 the chart below with the total number of men mentioned. 

Names of Levite Men and Nethinim                  Number of Men

Sherebiah with his sons and brothers (v.18) 

Hashabiah, Jeshaiah, brothers and sons (v.19)

Nethinim (v. 20) 

    Total number of men: 
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5. Add the number of men you tallied from the chart in question 1 together with the total number  
 from the chart on the previous page. What is the grand total of men?

6. Remember, when the exiles' names and numbers were tallied, it did not include women and   
 children. However, compare the total number of exiles who returned in Ezra 2 with the total   
 number of exiles who returned in Ezra 8. What do you notice?  

 a. What do you think may have influenced the difference between the two groups? 

EXPERIENCE 3

Reverential Fear of God

Ezra 8:21–23

1. Before we get into the next set of verses in Ezra, let’s establish a working definition of reverence  
 and reverential fear of God. Read the following verses. After reading each verse, fill in the blanks  
 by summarizing what the verse says in a few words.

 • Psalm 111:10

  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of _________________, and those who obey Him have a  

  good __________________________ of _______________________________. 

 • Psalm 115:11

  The fear of the Lord shows we ________________ in the Lord for      

  _________________________________________. 

 • Psalm 128:1

  The person who fears the Lord _________________________ the Lord’s commandments and  

  ways. 



• 1 Samuel 12:24

 The person who fears the Lord knows ________________________________________ and serves  

 God in truth with all her heart. 

• Luke 12:5

 The person who fears the Lord knows that _____________ alone holds all __________________  

 over physical and eternal life. 

 a. Reverence, as defined by Merriam-Webster, is Honor or respect that is felt for or shown to   
  someone or something. Write your own definition for reverential fear of God based on what  
  you have learned. 

2. Read Ezra 8:21. Ezra is ready to embark on the journey back to Jerusalem. Remember from   
 Week 6 that the journey took approximately four months and covered approximately 800 miles.  
 What did Ezra do before beginning the journey and how do his actions demonstrate reverential  
 fear? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“The purposes of fasting are various. Its most widely attested function, for the community as well as the 
individual, is to avert or terminate a calamity by eliciting God's compassion. For example, God mitigates 
Ahab's punishment because he fasted and humbled himself (I Kings 21:27–29). King David fasted in 
the hope that ‘the Lord will be gracious to me, and the boy will live. But now that he is dead why should 
I fast?’ (II Sam. 12:22–23). Many other passages also indicate the use of fasting as a means of winning 
divine forgiveness (e.g., Ps. 35:13; 69:11; Ezra 10:6), implying that fasting is basically an act of 
penance, a ritual expression of remorse, submission, and supplication.” (www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org)
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3. Ezra 8:22 gives insight into Ezra’s actions in verse 21. What do you learn about the journey they  
 were embarking on? Explain why Ezra was feeling ashamed.  

 a. Based on what you learned, Ezra’s fear was understandable based on the real and present  
  circumstances of the journey. How does reverential fear override circumstantial or emotional  
  fear?
 

4. Read Ezra 8:23. How did God honor Ezra’s reverential fear? 

5. In Week 6 we had you look at the connection between the events of Esther and its possible   
 impact on Ezra. Before Esther risked her life by going in front of the king on behalf of the Jews,  
 she made a request. Read Esther 4:13–17 and 5:2. What similarities do you see between   
 Esther’s and Ezra’s risks and the outcomes as well as their reverence for God? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

Ezra recognizes that man’s behavior and God’s character are the two factors that co-determine the 
relationship between them. If men will seek Him, God will bless them. On the other hand, God will not 
sit idly by when His people abandon Him. His strong wrath will surely descend upon their heads. This is 
the principle that motivates Ezra to lean hard upon the Lord and not upon the arm of flesh. (A. Phillip 
Brown II, www.bible.org)
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EXPERIENCE 4

Reverential Fear for the Things of God

Ezra 8:24–30

1. Read Ezra 8:24–27 and answer the following questions: 

 a. There is a separation happening in verse 24–27. Why were these people separated from   
   the others? What was entrusted to them which helps you understand Ezra’s traveling fears  
   expressed in verses 21–22? 

 b. Read Numbers 3:5–8. Describe the duties of the priests. 
 

2. The concept of holiness is brought forth in Ezra 8:28. Ezra equates the value of two things   
 before God. What are they and how do Ezra’s words and actions once again show reverential  
 fear?    

 a. Let’s get further understanding on the topic of holiness. Read Leviticus 19:1–2 and
   1 Kings 8:4. What does God declare holy in these verses? 

 b. Holy is the Hebrew word qōdeš (Strong’s H6944). It means apartness, sacredness, and   
   separateness. How can people and objects be separated to God? What are they sepa-  
   rated from? 
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DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“In 8:28, Ezra tells the 12 men he chose that they are ‘holy to Yahweh [the LORD], and the vessels are 
holy.’ Ezra’s charge to these men contributes to the developing theme of holiness. It reinforces the 
concept that holiness always involves separation unto Yahweh. Implicit in Ezra’s charge is the fact that 
Yahweh is holy. A holy God may be worshiped only with holy vessels, and holy vessels require priestly 
guards who are holy to Yahweh as well.” (A. Phillip Brown II, www.bible.org)

3. Read Ezra 8:29–30. What are the priests told to do and how will their faithfulness to God be made  
 known? 

4. Read Daniel 5:1–12, 22–31. Keep in mind, the events of Daniel took place during the Babylonian  
 captivity. One would imagine that Ezra and the exiles were familiar with this account. After reading  
 the verses in Daniel, explain what happened in this passage regarding the temple vessels. How  
 might this have been a warning to the Jewish exiles as they carried the holy vessels to Jerusalem? 

EXPERIENCE 5

Reverential Responsibility 

Ezra 8:31–36

1. You should have noticed in Experience 1 that a time reference is given in Ezra 8:31. Look back at  
 Ezra 7:9 to see when Ezra began his journey. How many days had Ezra been at the river of Ahava  
 before heading to Jerusalem? 

2. Use verse 31–32 to explain how the hand of God was upon the Jews once again. 
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3. Read Ezra 8:33–36. Three main things happen after Ezra arrives in Jerusalem. Describe them  
 below:

 • Verses 33–34
  
 • Verse 35

 • Verse 36 

 a. How do Ezra’s actions show a reverential sense of responsibility? 

4. What similarities do you see between the first actions of the Jewish exiles under Zerubbabel   
 upon returning to Jerusalem (Ezra 3:1–6) and the actions of the Jewish exiles under Ezra upon  
 their return? 

5. Ezra 8:35a says that the people participating in the burnt offering in the temple were “the   
 children of those who had been carried away captive, who had come from the captivity.”   
 Remember these people would have never seen or participated in a temple sacrifice. What   
 does this tell you about their faith and reverence to God? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Though of tribes there were only Judah and Benjamin, yet they offered a bullock for every tribe, as if 
present. There can be little doubt that there were individuals there from all the twelve tribes, possibly 
some families of each.” (Clarke as quoted by David Guzik, www.blueletterbible.org)
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6. Ezra 8:36 summarizes Ezra’s purpose in Jerusalem. Use all you have learned in Ezra 8 to
 summarize how Ezra fulfilled this purpose in a reverential way.

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Now they were actually in the place where Jehovah [the LORD God] had caused His name to dwell of 
old, and the sweet savor of a multitude of burnt offerings ascended to His throne to testify to the 
gladness of their hearts; while the sin offering, burned to ashes, told how fully they recognized the evil 
of having departed from Him who should ever have been the joy of their souls; the God of their fathers, 
now fully recognized as their God, despite their feeble condition.” (H.A. Ironside, Ezra, Nehemiah and 
Esther: An Ironside Expository Commentary, p. 52)

ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

Both reverence and holiness can sometimes be lofty spiritual concepts. It’s easy to associate them 
with religious or spiritual things like Ezra did concerning the priests and the temple, but maybe a 
little harder when it comes to ourselves and everyday possessions. As we saw throughout Ezra 7–8, 
Ezra was concerned about holiness in the practical matters of living as well as priestly and ceremo-
nial matters. Not only did he exemplify holiness in life, as we saw in Ezra 8, but he also made sure 
those around him lived with that same standard. Not as a matter of outward ceremonial holiness 
only but outward behaviors that portrayed a heart set on God.

To be reverent means living with a constant awareness of God and everything we do. He sees it all 
from the innermost of our hearts to the outermost of our lives. He sees what we elevate, who we 
fear, what we adore, and who receives our devotion. It is God alone who should be revered and 
loved above all else. All we do should overflow from our love, trust, and gratitude for who He is and 
what He’s done for us. 

Peter understood the holiness and reverence of God, too. Having walked alongside Jesus during 
Jesus’ earthly ministry, Peter saw Jesus’ great power and authority. Through Jesus, Peter learned 
how to live a life of holy reverence unto God. In a letter to the Jewish believers, Peter wrote, “He 
who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, ‘Be holy, for I am 
holy.’” (1 Peter 1:15–16.) In teaching this principle to the believing Jews, Peter focused on the 
importance of living a life separated from sin, unto God, and in the power of the Holy Spirit. Let’s 
start there as we apply Ezra’s and Peter’s teaching to our lives. 
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1. Knowing God calls us to be holy. What does a pursuit of holiness look like for you?

 

2. 1 Corinthians 6:19 says “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit   
 who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a  
 price; therefore gloify God in your body and in your spirit which are God’s.” How does this   
 challenge you in the area of holiness? Explain the role of the Holy Spirit in our pursuit of   
 holiness.

3. The NASB version of Deuteronomy 6:13 says, “You shall fear only the Lord your God; and you  
 shall worship Him and swear by His name.” Having reverence for God means we acknowl-  
 edge His lordship in every area of our lives, and we obey what He commands. Can you think   
 of an area of life where you have not given God full authority and lordship? How does this   
 reflect your fear of God? Explain. Have you learned anything in this lesson to apply to this   
 area of your life where you haven’t given God full authority?
 

.
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 a. Ezra and the Jewish exiles fasted and prayed before traveling to Jerusalem. In doing so,   
  they humbled themselves seeking the Lord. How does prayer and fasting show a sign of   
  reverence to the Lord? What would it look like for you to fast and pray through an area of   
  struggle, like the one you answered in the above question? How can you make this a   
  practice in your life? 

 

DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

It is widely held by Jewish tradition that the “Songs of degrees or Ascents” (Psalms 120–134) were 
sung along their journey from Babylon to Jerusalem. When at last they stood in the temple, having 
come from the darkness of Babylon into the house of the Lord God of Israel, their souls rejoiced at 
God’s gracious goodness and blessings upon them. Fill in the blanks below from Psalm 128:1 using 
the New King James Version of the Bible. Close by delighting in God’s blessings over you, too, as you 
walk in His ways. 

“__________________ is everyone who ______________ the LORD, who __________________ in His 
ways.”

Close in Prayer
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Teaching Title

WEEK 7: REVERENCE FOR GOD

Teaching Videos and handouts are available for free at www.delightinginthelord.com. 
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Teaching Title

WEEK 7: REVERENCE FOR GOD

Teaching Videos and handouts are available for free at www.delightinginthelord.com. 


